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Old Bailey becomes classroom for rape trial of 10-year-olds 


By Valerie Grove 

COURT 12 at the Old Bailey has 
been transformed like a stage set 
into a modem primary school 
classroom. The only thing missing 
is a sandpit, a lump of Play-dob or 
a large froze showing the letters of 
the alphabet. 

Yesterday in the court two boys 
aged ten became the youngest 
children to be tried for rape. Their 
alleged victim is a nineyear-old 
pupil, raped in the lavatories of 
their primary school. A third nine- 
year-old boy escaped prosecution 
because he was too young to face 


criminal charges while two others 
are accu sed of indecent assault. 

Four square tables have been 

arranged in the middle of the roora, 
each with five or six chairs, just as 
at schooL Each of the ten-year-olds 
sits at a separate table with his 
barrister, file barrister’s junior, a 
parent and a child liaison officer. 

The first thing that strikes you is 
how very tiny file little boys are. 
One of them looks no more than 
seven. If they had to stand in a dock 
they would be invisible. 

But there is no dock. The court, 
which would otherwise be as 
uniformly dull as any of the 


modem pand/ed and carpeted 
cou r troo ms in the Old Bailey, has 
been made as unintimidafing and 
as relaxed as possible. The four 
barristers have dispensed with 
their wigs, which they find very* 
peculiar. Baroness Mallalieu, QC. 
who appears for one of the defen¬ 
dants. says she keeps expecting 10 
be asked by a headmistress why 
she is not wearing her school beret. 

The trial judge. Mrs Justice 
Bracewdl, also known as Dame 
Joyaime BraceweU. mother of two, 
comes from the Family Division, 
and could not be more patient and 
considerate towards the young 


defendants and the chief prosecu¬ 
tion witness, the ten-year-old girl 
who alleges that she was raped in 
file boys' lavatories at her West 
London primary school. 

The derk of the court, 100 . takes 
pains to explain every procedure 
dearly to the children, addressing 
them by lheir firsi names. "1 am 
standing up now, so that the jury 
can see me and hear me more 
easily," she says in comforting 
Welsh tones. 

The boys are in smart casual 
dothes: a waistcoat and shirt, a 
grey jumper, no skateboarders’ 
gear hoe. They have been told that 


they might faring comics or colour¬ 
ing books to while away the 
longueurs. Three of them sit silent¬ 
ly and impassively during the 
hours — as -ora as a school day — 
fallowing the sw&rine in of the 
jury - Themhsr cr.e listens intently, 
writing rmies and occasionally 
whispering to his father. 

Yesterday we were able to see lhe 
girl herself, on a video link screen, 
giving evidence. She wore her 
black hair ir. pny braids, and a 
white track suit. ITtsugh possibly 
taller than th? buys, as girls often 
are, she did no; appear any more 
mature than they. nor more sophis¬ 


ticated. She lives with her mother, 
five brothers and three sisters, but 
she was bom in Jamaica and lived 
there until a few years ago. 

Prompted in gcntie stages by Mr 
Mark Dennis, who appears for the 
Crown, the girl told us hesitantiy 
and not very articulately her ac¬ 
count of what happened that day 
last May during the school lunch 
hour. One of Lhe boys, who 
happens to be her cousin, took her 
coal and ran into the boys' lavato¬ 
ries with it. she alleges.The boys 
stripped off her dothes apart from 
a little blouse, and some of them — 
one of them nine and too young to 


he prosecuted — had proceeded to 
lie on top of her, fondling and. she 
says, penetrating her. 

The fact that we are all here — 
four learned QCs. one Crown 
Prosecution Service banister, one 
judge. 12 jurors, a full press gallery 
and all the panoply of justice — 
possibly for three weeks, seems 
fantastic. The Old Bailey is the 
Central Criminal Court even if it is 
sot up to look like a primary school. 
And sadly, we are here in the Old 
Bailey because rape is a serious 
offence: at any age. 


Pensions 



us, says 



By PhujpWebster, pouttcaleditor 


TONY BLAIR last night reas¬ 
sured older workers and those 
already retired .that the state 
pension would continue to be 
paid to everyone, and -that 
changes requiring people to 
contribute more to their pen¬ 
sions could fake ; three parlia¬ 
ments to achieve. 

He launched the biggest 
political offensive of his Gov¬ 
ernment so far by dismissing 
“scare stories" that the old or 
those suffering sickness, pov¬ 
erty or disability would be 
penalised ty welfare reform. 

Mr Blair made plain that he 
was not embarking on a 
“short-term fix", saying thar it 
could be 15 years before the 
results of pension reform were 
seen, and several years before 
change couicf be made in other 
areas. “The state pension wfl! 
remain the foundation for 
security in retirement." he 
said, in remarks designed to 
kill suggestions that the pen¬ 
sion might be means-tested. 

But he told a party meeting 
in Dudley, West 'Midlands, 
that his determination to re¬ 
build the welfare state was 
uncompromising - 

“No one with a shred of- 
compassion would say we 
should not protect the vuinera- 
He;- he said “But no one with 
a degree of common sense 
would: say the present system - 
should remain untouched." 

- In a style recalling his 
campaign to scrap Clause 
Four, he appealed over the 
heads of doubting MPS to the 


TV &'RADIO -. 

_46.47 

.-WEATHER’ 

..._24 

CROSSWORDS— 48 

LETTERS 

_2L 29 

OBimjARFES 

• _23 

T^tTHEW PARRIS.20 

i ARTS :• 

32-34 

eH£$S:& BRIDGE™. 44 / 

COURT & SOCIAL— 22 

SPORT—.._ 

.4246,48 

STYLE --- ... 

__18 

"MEDIA 

3S38 




wider. Labour membership. 
. saying it must not fell into the 
. “old traps". Part of the reason 
for the sweeping election vic¬ 
tory was that the Tories had 
failed on welfare and Labour 
had promised reform, he said. 

"We should have the self- 
confidence to dismiss the non¬ 
sense that says any reform of 
foe welfare state is Tory or 
cuts-driven or bound to hurt 
those in need. It is not and it 
will not" •' 

Mr Blair'S message that the 
changes could take along time 
was reinforced last night by 
■ Frank Field, the Welfare Re¬ 
form Minister, who rejected a 
“Big Bang" approach. 

Delivering the Keith Joseph 
Memorial Lecture, Kir Field 
made plain that his radical 
instincts to reform had not 
been dipped by being in 
government. The Govern¬ 
ment's aim. he said, was to 
ensure that more people had 
welfare cover, but this .would 
not necessarily be provided by 
the Government It world 
come through partnerships 
between the public and private 
sectors. "The ration-book ap¬ 
proach to welfare coverage is 
not now seen by file Govern¬ 
ment ... as either a viable or 
desirable approach." be said. 

-But be thought die search 
for a single compelling sol¬ 
ution to the problems of wd- 
fere dependency was bound to 
be fruitless- “There is no 
simple panacea, no philoso¬ 
pher's stone there to be found 
if only vw? search - long 
enough." 

As Mr Blair went, out on the 
read. William Hague, the 
Opposition ieader.said: "This 
is a noble cause bur, as with 
Vietnam, they are not sure 
why they are there, they don’t 
knOw how to bring to an end 
what they are opposed to. they 
do not know what victory is." 

Peter RiddeB, page 12 
Leading article 
and Letters, page 21 
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RSPCA officer Phil Bussey and rare pig breeder Dave Lang employ the charms of Samantha foe sow in the search 

Net closes in on Tamworth Two 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

THE long arm of file law was 
dosing in an one of the 
Tamworth Two last night 
after one of the missing pigs 
was seen in a garden dose to 
the abattoir horn which it 
made its escape. 

All day long it was a 
question of whether the great 
escapers would be able to 
evade the army of potential 
captors. While the pigs had 

the cover of a thicket and 
porcine guile the pursuers had 
technology in the form of a 
helicopter and light plane and. 
more effectively, money. 

Bidding reached E15 JXO 
when the pigs'owner, Amoldo 
Dijulio, a council road sweep¬ 
er, said he would not send 
them back to the slaughter¬ 
house if they woe caught but 


would sell them to a good 
home. Across Fleet Street the 
ay went out to secure the 
Tamworth Two exclusively. 
One tabloid had seven report¬ 
ers on the case while the 
Sunday tabloids came wield¬ 
ing large chequebooks, trying 
10 outbid them. 

Not since the Street 
mobilised its finest 10 rescue 
Bladtie the Donkey from cer¬ 
tain death in Spain in the mid- 
80s has an animal so incensed 
tabloid rivalries. 

At 7pm last night a rumour 
-spread that one of the ginger 

Tam worths was in the posses¬ 
sion of a paper which had 
been keeping it in a safe house. 

The prize for the most 
enterprising attempt at cap¬ 
ture went to Dave Lang. 47, a 
pig breeder, who bought along 
a shapely 60-stone sow called 


Samantha in the hope that foe 
sight of her haunches would 
be too much to resist 

Officers from Wiltshire con¬ 
stabulary joined the pursuit 
when Mary Clark, 57. discov¬ 
ered one of the fugitives “snuf¬ 
fling and rooting" among the 
shrubs in her rambling two- 
acre garden. Three policemen 
and an RSPCA officer began a 
Keystone Cops two-hour chase 
around the flowerbeds. 

As darkness fell Wiltshire 
police kept the press updated 
thorough a tape recording of 
the latest developments on its 
information hcdine. “He is 
evading capture at the mo¬ 
ment. He is lying under a fir 
tree in Mr Clark’s garden." 
said the tea time bulletin re¬ 
corded by WPC Elizabeth 
Ashworth. 

The pig latef evaded capture 



'■■v-.- -.4 1 


A first sighting in 
Mrs Clark’s garden 

after four hours and escaped 
into a paddock at (he rear of 
the house. Police will resume 
the search today. 

Photograph, page 2 


Baby ‘conceived after 60th birthday celebration’ 
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tfle gone i 
hiding with her son 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

THE oldest woman to give 
birth in Britain believes she 
conceived after celebrating be¬ 
coming a pensioner, a biend 
disclosed last nighL 
Elizabeth Buttle, who will 
be 01 next month, went into 
hiding yesterday with her son 
Joe. now two months old. and 
boyfriend. Peter Rawstron, as 
it emerged that she had misled 
doctors about her age. 

.. She told the West Wales 
General Hospital in Carmar¬ 
then, where Joe was delivered 
in November, that she was 54. 


But her birth certificate shows 
she was born on February 10, 
1937. making her five years 
older than the mother previ¬ 
ously recorded as the oldest to 
have given birth in Britain 
without fertility ireatmenL 

The friend said: “A lot of 
women tell little white lies 
about their age if they can get 
away with iL Liz is no different 
bom millions of others, except 
that she has had a baby at 60." 

Mrs Buttle told the friend 
site’believed she might have 
conceived on the night of her 
60th birthday. Mrs Kittle and 
Mr Rawstron celebrated the 


occasion with dinner. The 
friend said: She's not sure of 
her exaa dates but says it is 
very likely to have been cm her 
birthday." 

The whitewashed cottage 
two miles outside the town of 
Lampeter in west Wales, 
where Mrs Buttle lives with 
her partner and a herd of 
goats, wps deserted yesterday 
after the family left with a 
police escort, spuming offers 
of riches from tabloid 
newspapers. 

They are believed to have 
gone ro another farm which 
she owns in the Carmarthen¬ 


shire countryside. Her eldesr 
grandson, Nick Pleavin, 19, 
who lives in a caravan behind 
the house, said: ‘My gran is 
amazing. She's just taken this 
in her stride, although 1 don't 
think she is planning any 
more. She has been always 
been very fit. working on foe 
farm all her life. 

“When my mother told me 
mere would be a new baby in 
the family I thought she meant 
her not my gran. My mum is 
in her iate thirties and i 
thought that was a bit late to 
have another, but for my gran 

Continued on page 2, col 6 


Millennium chief 
executive quits 

The chief executive of the 
Millennium Commission has 
left after only ten months in 
the post. 

Eric Sorensen. 54, who 
signed a four-year contract 
last March, said that he was 
stepping down by mutual 
agreement because he had 
been left with too little to do in 
his £97,000o-year job .Page 2 

Diana fund legal 
bill ‘reasonable’ 

Trustees of foe Diana. Prin¬ 
cess of Wales Memorial Fund 
said yesterday that they were 
“very satisfied" with the 
£500,000 legal bill for 11 
weeks’ work for the fund. 

Rejecting criticism tir the 
charges run up by a team of 
20 lawyers from Mis bean de 
Reya. the trustees said the fees 
were “reasonable"— Page 11 

Space pensioner 
set for lift-off 

Senator John Glenn, who in 
1962 became the first Ameri¬ 
can lo orbit foe Earth, is 
expected to become foe first 
pensioner in space. Nasa is 
dose to offering foe 76-year- 
old a mission on the space 
shuttle for experiments in 
weightlessness to study how 

the body ages-Page 14 

Leading article, page 21 


Police face 
tougher 
powers on 
discipline 

By Stewart Tendler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

NEW powers to deal with 
crooked police officers are 
being studied by Jack Straw, 
foe Home Secretary, after 
MPS yesterday urged action to 
curb public Joss of confidence 
in foe police. 

Launching a report by the 
Commons Home Affairs 
Select Committee listing 43 
recommendations. Chris 
Mullin, the chairman, said foe 
police disciplinary system 
“has become virtually para¬ 
lysed in a minority of cases”. 

The report calls for instant 
dismissal for officers caught 
out in crime, a reduction in foe 
level of proof required by 
disciplinary hearings, a crack¬ 
down on officers who go on 
side leave when they are under 
investigation, an end ’to the 
righr to silence and a reduc¬ 
tion in legal representation. 

The Home Office said foe 
Government’s response would 
be known in two months. A 
Westminister source said Mr 
Straw might take up many of 
the recommendations. 


Template for reform, page 6 



No radio this small 
ever sounded so big. 

Introducing the Bose* Wave* radio. 

Enjoy die distinct sound of strings in your kitchen. Or die 
fuB orchestra in your bedroom. The new Bose Wave- radio fills 
any room with rich, dear, unexpectedly lifelike sound. But you 
won’t find this small wonder in any store. The Wave radio is 
only available direct from Bose. For a free information pack, 
simply send/fax the coupon below or call us freephone on: 

0800 022 044 

When colling, please quote die reference number 
in tbc coupon below. 

Hearing really b believing. 

To audition the Vftive radio in your own home for 14 days, 
satisfaction guaranteed, simply call us freephone and discover 
why Sky News said, “This box of tricks sounds like a full 
orchestra." 

Enjo y bi g , lifelike sound at home. 

Yes, Bose, it sounds good to me. 

Please send me more mfoomtiaa about the Bose Wave radio 
and the 14day, a ri rfKP on - gnram eed audition. 

Rcfe2821 


Na 


TeL. 


Address. 


-Postcode— 


Please reruni in an envelope ra Bose, 
Freep o s t TK 1020, Twickenham, Middles- 
TW’ 5UN. No stamp necessary. 

Or fax uj:018141084I1. 
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2 HOME NEWS 


} Let he (or she) who is without sin throw the first 



T he brass neck of 
our political class can 
leave even seasoned 
observers winded. 

This sketch yields tn none in 
its admiration for Mrs Virgin¬ 
ia Bottomley (C. Surrey SW|- 
Some Tory ex-ministers have 
hardly been seen in the Cham¬ 
ber since the general election, 
but the former Health (and, 
later. Heritage) Secretary 
seems to live there. Nor is tor's 
privy councillor too stuck-up 
to pull her weight as a humble 
backbencher. She is one oF the 
fiercest and most persistent 


questioners of the new Gov¬ 
ernment front bench. 

But there are some words 
Mrs Bottomley should never 
say. One of them is “bossy". 
Another is "authoritarian". 

Count this sketch out of the 
detraL'tors of Mr Patrick 
Nicholls |C. Teignbridge). Ev¬ 
ery Opposition needs a Jack, 
Russell with a penetrating 
bark and sharp teeth, and 
Nichohs is merciless. Quick 
and fearless in attack, he is a 
master of the abusive sound¬ 
bite. He never minces words. 

Moreover he is uncrash- 


able. After a drink-driving 
conviction at the 1990 Conser¬ 
vative • conference in Bourne¬ 
mouth (he had spumed a taxi 
after , an argument about the 
fere) he was forced to resign as 
a minister. Many believed he 
would shut up and leam 
modesty. Returned to the 
backbenches, Nicholls came 
back harder and ruder than 
ever. "Bravo!" we say. But 
there are words Mr Nicholls 
should avoid. One is “bare¬ 
faced". another is “cheek" and 
a third is “shame". 

At Treasury Questions yes- 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



terday Virginia Bonomley 
called the Government bossy 
and authoritarian and Patriot 
Nicholls told the Paymaster 
General he showed barefaced 
cheek and lacked a proper 
sense of shame. 

"Is this not typical of this 
bossy and authoritarian Gov¬ 
ernment ...r Mrs Bottomley 
began her question to Chief 


Secretary Alistair Darling. 
Overtaken by howls from the 
Labour and liberal Democrat 
benches (and perhaps un¬ 
nerved by the stunned silence 
of her own colleagues), she 
feltered, which is uncharacter¬ 
istic of Mrs B- 
Madam Speaker came to 
her aid. "Be authoritarian. 
Mrs Bottomley!" she urged. 


By now even the Tories were 
laughing. You might think 
Patrick Nicholls would have 
noted her fete, and learned. 

Not a bit of it Half way 
through the session, Toiy 
MPS. led by a ferocious Pfeter 
UUey. derided to beat up 
Geoffrey Robinson, the Pay¬ 
master General MP after MP 
returned to the same issue; Mr 
Robinson's status as beneficia¬ 
ry of an offshore trust 
. If the mood in-the Chamber 
yesterday is any guide then 
(unlike tne Foreign Secretary's 
marital arrangements) the 


Robinson affair will' not go 
away until the minister is 
moved or the Treasury team 
confounds cynics by clobber¬ 
ing offshore tax-avmdanc& 
The Chief Secretary twice hint¬ 
ed at the latter yesterday. For 
the moment, however, every 
mention of the subject (or Mr 
Robinson's name} draws hoots 
on theToiy side and long faces 
on the Labour back benches. 
Nicholls decided to join Robin¬ 
son's persecutors, and the fun. 

The Member for Teign- 
bridge composed his terrier- 
tike features into a pious 


expression. “Barefaced cheek 
he yapped, "does nor often 
march hand-in-hand with a 
proper sense of shame. 
Howls of outrage (and a few 
sadly shaking Tory heads) 
fallowed. Mr Darling made a 

roundabout reference to the 
problems some MPS had ar 
conferences. Others just shout¬ 
ed “taxi!” 

Cruel? Maybe, but sympa¬ 
thy is out of place. The nervous 

systems of backbench M Ps are 

different from other verte¬ 
brates. They do not fed pain or 
embarrassment, as we do. 


Nothing to do, so 

Millennium head 
quits commission 

By Jill Sherman and Damian Whitworth 


THE chief executive of the 
Millennium Commission has 
left after only ten months in 
the job amid growing criticism 
about the Government's han¬ 
dling of the celebrations to 
mark 2000 . 

Eric Sorensen. 54. who 
signed a four-year contract 
last March, said yesterday 
that he was stepping down by 
mutual agreement because he 
had been" left with too little to 
do in his E97.UOOa-year job. 
Mr Sorensen, who will be 
given a £50,00(1 pay-off when 
he leaves in March, said his 
departure was part of a move 
to scale down the com mis-. 
sion's work. Five other project 
staff had also been made 
redundant. 

But there was widespread 
surprise that the commission 
head was leaving so shortly 
after his appointment, fuelling 
speculation of tensions be¬ 
tween personalities. 

Mr Sorensen, who will not 
be replaced, said that his 
derision to go had absolutely 
nothing to do with the acrimo¬ 
nious departure of Stephen 
Bay ley. the dome's creative 
director, who gave a warning 
last week that the project was 
at risk of being “crap". Mr 
So remen also denied that he 
was at odds with Peter Man- 
delson, accused by Mr Bayley 
of “running the show like a 
dictator". The Minister with¬ 
out Pbrtfolio refused to com¬ 
ment and the Department of 
Culture. Media and Sport, 


which approved Mr 
Sorenson's appointment, said 
if was a commission matter. 

However, it was clear that 
since Labour was elected (he 
commission has been increas¬ 
ingly sidelined. A government 
derision to set up a sixth good 
cause to support health and 
education projects has left the 
commission with less money 
for capital projects, leading to 
the cancellation of a fourth 
year of grants. It also lost any 
significant input into the Mil¬ 
lennium Dome — by far the 
most ambitious project — 
when die Millennium Experi¬ 
ence was set up. 

Opposition parties seized on 
the Government's latest em¬ 
barrassment, claiming the 
£50,000 was a cover-up fee for 
keeping quiet about relations 
between the commission and 
government ministers. Fran- 



Sorensen: expects to 
get £50,000 pay-off 


ris Maude, Shadow Culture 
Secretary, said: "This is yet 
another unsolved puzzle in the 
relentless saga of the Millenni¬ 
um project- There have been 
so many rows and disagree¬ 
ments among those in charge. 
It is time Mr Man del son told 
us what was really 
happening." 

Earlier William Hague 
launched a ferocious attack on 
the handling of the dome, 
claiming Tory millennium 
plans had been abandoned 
and the present Government 
was responsible for a "huge 
failure of management". 

In an Interview with The 
Spectator, the Tory leader 
said the millennium project 
would end in chaos unless 
ministers responsible "get a 
grip”, and claimed that Tory 
plans had been to celebrate the 
event in a grand and memora¬ 
ble way. The trouble is that 
those plans have now been 
abandoned. Costs are running 
out of control, partly because 
the new Go v e rn ment has so 
far failed to secure any signifi¬ 
cant private sector imput, 
which was crucial to our 
scheme." he added. 

Mr Sorensen was formerly 
chief executive of the London 
Docklands Development Cor¬ 
poration. He said yesterday 
that the latest parting was 
amicable, but made dear his 
brief had changed out of 
recognition. “It was a mutual 
suggestion that this was sensi¬ 
ble and I am very happy." 



Araofdo Dijulio, owner of the Tamworth pigs, said he would not send them back 
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for slaughter if they were caught but wo 
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them to a good home. Story, page 1 


Blueprint 
‘is biased 
threat to 
ceasefire’ 

By Martin Fletcher 


THE British and Irish govern¬ 
ments’ blueprint for Northern 
Ireland's future is so tilted in 
favour of the Unionists that it 
could jeopardise the IRA 
ceasefire, Sinn Fein indicated 
yesterday. 

The blueprint unveiled on 
Monday was “a grave disap¬ 
pointment” and had “the po¬ 
tential to cause major 
problems for the rRA 
ceasefire," Niall O'Dowd, a 
prominent Irish-American 
publisher who is dose to the 
Sinn Fein leadership, wrote in 
yesterday's Irish Times. Sinn 
Fein said toe article was a fair 
reflection of ' toe party’s 
thinking. 

There was “grave disquiet 
and enormous anger” inside 
republicanism, anonymous 
Sinn Fein leaders told Belfast's 
nationalist Irish News. Their 
statement contrasted sharply 
with the-party's initially mut¬ 
ed response to the blueprint, 
and appeared to represent a 
deliberate raising of the ante. 

Security officials said they 
believed Sinn Fein was sabre- 
rattling to increase its political 
leverage, particularly with the 
Irish government, but did 
acknowledge that the plan 
was likely to exacerbate rifts 
within toe republican move¬ 
ment over the party’s partici¬ 
pation in the Stormont peace 
talks. 

□ Seven IRA prisoners, in¬ 
cluding five who were given 
35-year sentences last July for 
plotting to bomb pdwer- sta¬ 
tions around- London, were 
transferred from English to 
Irish jails in a chartered jet 
yesterday in an effort to boost 
the peace process. 


Elderly mother defies dictates of nature Baby woman 60 


UNLIKE other elderly women 
who have recently had babies 
60-year-old Elizabeth Buttle 
has not been just an incubator, 
carefully prepared by hor¬ 
mone therapy to nurture some 
other woman's egg which has 
been fertilised outside her 
body. Mrs Buttle conceived 
the baby normally and it has 
developed in her own uterus 
without any of the tricks of 
modem science. 

The technical skills needed 
to prepare any womb, how¬ 
ever old, to receive a fertilised 
ovum and a body to maintain 
the pregnancy, are well estab¬ 
lished. Such is modem medi¬ 
cine that there is no scientific 
reason why an octogenarian 
woman should not maintain 



Jhe development of an embryo 
for 40 weeks before giving 
birth to a healthy child. 

The menopause occurs at an 
average age of 51 in the United 
Kingdom. Any time before 40 
is considered premature. 
Women born and bred in the 
Scottish islands have the latest 
menopauses — presumably a 
Darwinian response to a hard 
file and a heavy death rate 
among younger people. 

A woman's fertility is relai* 


eggs, oh 
the health of her ovaries. The 
quality of the eggs produced 
by a woman starts to decline 
in her thirties. A woman is 
bom with all her ova and 
thereafter loses them at the 
rate of about 1.500 a month 
but only a few each eyrie reach 
maturity and usually only one 
is released ready to be fertil¬ 
ised by a wandering sperm. As 
the menopause approaches 
and more and more eeas have 


been lost so does the oestrogen 
produced by the ovary fall. At 
a certain point the oestrogen 
level no longer induces regu¬ 
lar ovulation, the ovulatory 
cyde falters and the meno¬ 
pause will take place. 

Smoking tends to induoe a 
slightly' earlier menopause, 
whereas regular moderate al¬ 
cohol intake delays it and 
preserves the woman's youth 
for up to IS months. HRT may 
disguise the effects of toe 
menopause but it will nor 
prolong productive ovulation 
and the potential for 
pregnancy. 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 



That’s my pension, 
now, where's my 
child benefitv 


Continued from page I 
to have one is fantastic” Mr 

Rawstron's wife, Vera, 56, 
the mother of his other four 
children, was less delighted. 

She said: "He’S been foolish 
to say the least I'm very 
unhappy about the whole 
situation.” 

She still sees Mr Rawsfron, 
58. daily as they run their 
family agricultural business 
from home. Ac night he re¬ 
turns to Mrs Buttle. 

Mrs Rawstron says she was 
upset at what she described at 
toe “scandal" of her husband 
having a baby by a mistress of 
60. 

“Most babies are a cause for 
celebration but this one is noL 
It is not a happy event. We 


have four grownup children to 
consider who have been very 
upset This is a small, dose- 
knit community and this trou¬ 
ble could badly affect the 
family and our business. Peter 
promised me this would all be 
kept very hush-hush. Like a lot 
of wives, I’Ve been left to pick 
up the pieces." 

The Rawstrons* home is at 
Llangybi, five miles from the 
village of Cwmann where Mrs 
Buttle lives. The love affair 
began while he was delivering 
food for her goats. 

According to the Guinness 
Book of Records. Britain’s 
oldest mother previously was 
Kathleen Campbell, of I Ike- 
stone. Derbyshire, who had a 
baby at toe age of 55 in 1987. 


news in brief 


One-pint 
limit may 
lead to ban 

Tougher penalties to clamp 
down on drink-driving could 
mean that having more than 
one pint of beer would result 
in an automatic 12-month ban 
for motorists. 

Gavin Strang, the Trans¬ 
port Minister, said yesterday 
that a possible introduction of 
a two-tier system could mean 
a year-long ban for those 
exceeding more than 50 mdi- 
grammes of alcohol in 
100 millilitres of blood and a 
longer disqualification for 
drivers who fefl the present 
limit of 80 railli grammes. 

Juror collapses 

The Richard Branson libel 
trial was delayed for five 
hours yesterday when a juror 
arrived late at toe High Court 
after a migraine. U resumed 
at 3.10pm but halted 35 min¬ 
utes later when she collapsed. 
The court was cleared so she 
could receive medical assis¬ 
tance. The case continues. 

Holiday camp 

The London tourist Board has 
started a campaign to attract 
the “pink dollar” by promot¬ 
ing the capital as a leading 
destination for gay Ameri¬ 
cans. The board is to send 
mailshots to 50.000 homosex¬ 
uals aged between 35 and 50 
in New York. San Frandsoo 
and Washington. 

Overdue accounts 

The Government is to name 
an estimated 25.000 people 
whose-British bank accounts 
were seized during the Second 
World War because they lived 
in enemy countries. They 
included victims of the Nazis. 
Trade officials said publica¬ 
tion did not imply anyone 
should expect repayment 

£lbn gold fraud 

Two men were charged with a 
£i billion gold fraud by City of 
London detectives yesterday 
after police swooped and halt¬ 
ed an alleged plan to trade 
fake gold certificates to a 
branch of the National West¬ 
minster bank. The two men 
will appear before City of 
London magistrates today. 

Patient attraction 

More than a third of male 
doctors admit to having been 
attracted to a woman patient, 

6 per cent of them embark on 
a relationship and another 3 
per cent marry them, accord¬ 
ing to a report in Doctor 
magazine: Doctors aged 45 to 
54 were roost likely to fell fora 
patient 
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Girl aged 9 tells of rape by 10-year-olds 


Adrian Lee hears primary school 
pupil tearfully describing the day 
five classmates dragged her into 
the lavatories and assaulted her 


JUUAOUENZLEB 


A PRIMARY school pupil (old 
a couit yesterday that she was 
lured into the boys' lavatory 
by a group of nine and ten- 
year-old classmates and raped 
three times as she tried to 
scream to a teacher for help. - 

Thegirt. who was aged nine 
at the time of the alleged 
attack in May last year, broke 
down as she gave evidence on 
a video link at die Old Bailey. 
Tearing at a tissue, she spoke 
in a whisper at limes and had 
to be coaxed by the prosecu¬ 
tion to give intimate d etails of 
events alleged to have hap¬ 
pened during the lunch.break 
at the school in West London. 

Haltingly, she described 
being stripped and held down 
by one of the boys. She said 
another stood guard and the 
others laughed as they took 
turns to have sex with her. 
Afterwards, as she was 
allowed to dress, she said she 
was warned by the boys that 
they would beat her if she told 
teachers. 

Two boys, aged ten. deny 
rape and indecent assault. 
Her cousin; now aged .il, and 
another boy, aged 10, deny 
indecent assault A fifth boy, 
aged nine at the time of the 
alleged incident was too 
young to- be prosecuted for 
rape. Mark Dennis, QC, for 
the prosecution, told the court 
tiie allegations came to light 
when die girl told her mother, 
who sent -her to school next 
day with a note. 

As she gave evidence on 
camera from another room, 
sitting with a court usher and 
a chBd liaison officer, the girl 
could see only prosecuting 
counsel and the judge. Mis 
Justice Bracewefl. through 
cameras on their court moni¬ 
tors. She gave evidence in 20 
minute sessions and, at the 
end of the day, asked: “Can I 
see my mum now?" 

The girl said she was leav¬ 
ing school at lunchtime when 
one of the boys snatched her 
coat and ran into the lavato¬ 
ries. She gave chase. "I 
stopped for a wh3e .. . I went 
into the toilet and I saw ail of 
them. They told roe to take my 
dothes off." 

. : <3ne boy had bespeaking 
more than the others. “Was he 
being friendly or nasty?" Mr 


Dennis asked “Hasty,” she 
replied. 

“I was fighting and 1 was 
trying to fight than away but 
when they got my dothes off 
{one of the hoys} lay on top of 

me and hurt me." 

The girl cried as die was 
asked by Mr Dennis to 
describe how she was raped. 
She said her cousin. was 
grabbing her arm and holding 
it behind her back. “They were 
laughing. Two of them hurt 
me and two of them just 
rubbed on me." 

As she was asked to give 
details of the rape and. at one 
time, asked to repeat an 
answer threp times, the girl 
screwed up her face in frustra¬ 
tion. ”1 was fighting. 1 wasn’t 
saying anything but I was 
thinking. *Off me'." 

Al one stage a female teach¬ 
er had come and, from the 
door, had asked the boys what 
they were doing. One of the 
boys had told her that he was 
weeing and she had gone 
away. 

She said she was pulled into 
a toilet cubicle and the door 
was shut T bashed my lip 
against the floor and it burst, 
then I was being held down. 
When 1 heard tiie teacher I 
was going to scream for help. 
When I was just about to 
scream my cousin said some- 


C When I was 
about to scream 
one of them took 
my sleeve and 
tied it round my 
mouth 3 


thing to one of the boys and he 
took my coat sleeve and tied it 
round my mouth." She said 
that when the teacher had 
gone “they lied on top of me" 
She said, the hoys asked 
their friend, who was on 
guard, to have a turn. “I said 
please don't hurt me. 1 He said 
be-:wasn? L g 0 ing tp. hnrt me 
because he was my friend.” 
She said the boy, who is 



An artist's impression of the scene inside the court at the Old B&ky, with Mrs Justice Bracewell and counsel watching the girl giving evidence from another room 


charged with indecent assault, 
began crying. “They was curs¬ 
ing him because he said no. 
They wanted him to lie an top 
of me." • 

Her cousin was “jumping 
and laughing and saying I 
was going to have different 
kinds of babies." Two other 
boys who had gone in to use 
the lavatory were pushed out 

As she had dressed she had 
been warned not to tdL How¬ 
ever, that itight she decided to 
teO her mother but her cousin, 
who often stayed the night, 
had followed her everywhere. 
Once, when she hod ap¬ 
proached her mother, “he 
gave me that look and walked 
away". 

Mr Dennis told the jury that 
despite their tender age. four 
boys who took part in the rape 
and indecent assault of a nine- 
year-old classmate in a school 
lavatory must have known 
they were doing serious 
wrong. They were not just 
being naughty or doing mild 
wrong but “engaged in con¬ 
duct that went well beyond 
bullying or sexual experiment. 
All [bur quite deliberately 
engaged together in a non 
consensual sexual activity 


Unarmed man 



police in raid 


By Richard Duce 


AN investigation is underway 
after a police officer shot dead 
an unarmed suspect in his 
bedroom during an early 
morning raid. 

Police yesterday declined to 
say whether a wanting was 
given before the gun was fired. 
Four officers from Sussex 
Police's Special Operations 
Unit are believed to have burst 
into the bedroom of James 
Ashley's flat in Hastings as 
part of a series of raids to 
investigate drug dealing and 
an attempted murder. A 
woman who witnessed .the 


treated for shock. 

Mr Ashley, 39. who was hit 
in the chest, is understood to 
have been lulled by a single 
bullet from a Heckler and 
Koch MP5 semi-automatic 
carbine. He had a conviction 
for the manslaughter of a 
bar ma n who died in a brawl 
outside a public house in 
Eastbourne in 1992. 

The Police Complaints Au¬ 
thority is to hold an inquny 
headed by Assistant Chief 
Constable Barbara Wfldin, of 
Kent police. However. Paul 
Whhehouse, die Chief Counta¬ 
ble of Sussex, said his initial 
reaction was that tiie use of 
guns had been “justified". 

None of the officers involved 
has been suspended from duty 
and Mr Whrtehouse said that 


he was confident they had 
followed guidelines for the use 
of firearms. 

Friends of Mr Ashley ac¬ 
cused police of “murder”. A 
man handed a note to report¬ 
ers that stared: “I absolutely 
refuse io let the police murder 
a friend of mine and then try 
to dirty his name in their own 
pathetic attempt to justify a 
ruthless killing.” 

Mr Ashley died during 
raids by 30 police on a number 
of properties in Hastings; 
which is known to have a 
drugs problem. Three other 
men were detained for ques¬ 
tioning by police. Warrants 
had been issued to arrest the 
men for interview about co¬ 
caine dealing and die stabbing 
of a 37-year-old man. near a 
pub in Hastings last week. 

Mr Whitehouse said: “One 
of the reasons for armed 
officers and carrying out an 
operation the way we do is 
because we believe that the 
target may be violent 

“There will be circum¬ 
stances when it is not possible 
to give a warning. Whether 
one was giverm this easel am 
not prepared to say.” 

He siid that first aid was 
applied immedialdy by the 
officers and by ambulance 
paramedics called to the flat, 
but Mr Ashley had been 
certified dead at the scene. 


Irish drug 
lord jailed 
for British 
heroin plot 

By Audrey Magee 


AN Irish drug baron.'who 
described murdered Irish 
journalist Veronica Guerin as 
“vindictive'’, was yesterday 
sentenced in London to IS 
years in prison. 

Tommy Mullen, 26. nick¬ 
named “The Boxer”, was 
jailed for conspiring to smug¬ 
gle heroin from England to 
Ireland. Pbiitkians and com¬ 
munity workers in inner dry 
Dublin were last night 
delighted at the verdict 

Mullen, who pleaded not 
guilty, was one of Dublin's 
roost prominent heroin deal¬ 
ers. supplying a large section 
of north Dublin- He was one 
of the last people allegedly 
interviewed by Guerin, who 
was shot dead in June 1996, 
and was initially suspected of 
involvement in her murder. 
Guerin had previously inter¬ 
viewed him, donanding that 
he explain his wealth. 

Mullen was arrested in 
London in March 1996 after 
police discovered him carry¬ 
ing £105,000 in a hold-all and 
subsequently uncovered 
£90,000 and many additional 
passports under his name in a 
safety deposit box, 

Turhan Mustafa, 50. a 
butcher, of north London and 
Catherine Brooks, of east 
London, who both admitted 
conspiracy to export heroin, 
will be sentenced later. 


Just a fairy story. Holmes 


IT IS evidence that might 
rave been very useful to the 

rreatorof Sherlock Hoboes. A 

list-hand explanation of a 
sdmolglri prank that duped 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle is to 
w offered at auction. 

The saga of the Cottingky 
airies began in 1917 when two 
xmsins Elsie Wright, 15, and 
■ranees Griffiths; & dafrned 

o have photographed fairie s 
it the bottom of a suburban 
garden. Media attention was 
9 intense that they were too 


By Robin Young 

frightened to admit their hoax 
and made a pact to stick by 
their story until the death of 
Conan Doyfc. one of the few 
who beKcvcd them. 

Elsie acknowledged the 
true story in a letter to 
Geoffrey Crawley, a photog¬ 
raphy expert who had ex¬ 
posed ho- methods, in 1983. 
The letter, to be auctioned at 
Christie's in March, reads: 
“Thank you for revealing so 
much depth and understand¬ 
ing: I was feefing sad for 


Conan Doyle. We had read in 
the newspapers of his getting 
some jarring contents, first 
about his belief in our (airies 
and there was also a cruel 
cartoon of him in a news¬ 
paper chained to a chair with 
his head in a cloud, and 
Sherlock Holmes stood be¬ 
side him. 

“He had recently lost Iris 
Son in the war and the poor 
man was probably trying to 
comfort himself with un¬ 
worldly things.” 


| the girl] having 
her in that small 


against 
napped 
room.” 

He said die girl was one of 
24 pupils in year five. On the 
morning of the alleged rape 
there had been another inci¬ 
dent. The giri and a friend had 
been pretending to be the 
Spice Girls when they were 


confronted by a group of nays. 
They had run into the lavato¬ 
ries and, making grunting 
noises, the boy^ had pushed 
the girl up against a wall 
before the incident was aided 
by the school bell. 

Mr Dennis said of the later 
incident: “Having been 
pushed tn she was held by five 


boys, one keeping look-out at 
tiie door to make sure no 
teachers came by. while the 
others forcibly stripped her. 
pushed her to the ground 
where she was sexually 
assaulted.” 

He said that during the 
attack the boys were interrupt¬ 
ed by a classroom assistant 


w ho happened to be the moth¬ 
er of a fifth boy who was too 
young to be prosecuted. 

Mr Dennis said that it was 
only when she had com¬ 
plained of soreness that night 
and was given a hath by her 
mother that the first details of 
the incident had begun to 
emerge. 


The police had been in¬ 
formed and the girl medically 
examined. In August, four 
boys had been charged. 

Mr Dennis said the buys 
could only be convicted if the 
jury* accepted that they acted 
“knowing full well” that the 
girl was not willing. 

The trial continues. 
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HOME NEWS 


We just stumbled through, say couple who found stranded Tibetans in mountains 


Holiday Britons 

help refugees 
to reach safety 

By Gillian Harris, Scotland correspondent 


STU ART CONWAY 


HIGH in the Himalayas, 25 
Tibetan refugees were strand¬ 
ed by a blizzard, with hope 
fading fast. Then, through the 
snow, two figures suddenly 
appeared and led them 
through a 19,000fr pass. They 
were a couple from Edinburgh 
on a trekking holiday. 

Yesterday Stuart Findlay, 
36. unemployed, and Claire 
McNaughton, 32, who runs a 
garden centre, spoke about the 
dramatic end to their adven¬ 
ture holiday, as the surviving 
refugees began a new life. 

The couple were on a two- 
month holiday in Nepal when 
they came across the bedrag¬ 
gled refugees close to Mount 
Everest. The area was 
blanketed by deep snow after 
a two-day storm and the 
refugees, who had been travel¬ 
ling without shelter, food or 
proper do thing for almost 
three weeks, were suffering 
from frostbite and malnutri¬ 
tion in biting winds and sub¬ 
zero temperatures. Several 
were seriously ill. 

"The weather had 
scuppered our trekking plans, 
so we were headed back 
towards Kathmandu when we 
first saw the group." Mr 
Findlay said. "It helped that 1 
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am a mountaineer and knew 
the terrain, but really we 
learned as we went along. 

"Some were on the point of 
death and they knew it. We 
discovered they had escaped 
from LJasa, die Tibetan capi¬ 
tal, three weeks earlier and 
were heading for Kathmandu, 
where Tibetan exiles would 
look after them. Usually it is 
quite a quick journey, bur the 
deep snow was hampering 
their progress. They were 
unprepared for the harsh con¬ 
ditions. They had only the 
dothes they were standing in 
and thin shoes." 

The refugees were reluctant 
to bring themselves to the 
attention of the Nepalese au¬ 
thorities. They were afraid of 


Mother blames 
nursery for son’s 
death in puddle 


being sent back to Chinese- 
run Tibet, where they said 
they would face torture and 
possible execution. So the 
couple agreed to help. "They 
were running scared. We 
couldn’t just abandon diem. 
We didn’t think about the 
danger, we just knew we had 
to help," Mr Findlay said. 

They learnt that four child¬ 
ren and a monk had died on 
the journey, their bodies left 
where they felL The couple 
decided to take two of the most 
seriously injured to a hospital, 
founded by Sir Edmund Hilfa- 
ry. in a village a day's walk 
away. They set off with a 23- 
year-old Buddhist nun and an 
1 l-year-old girl, who had such 
severe frostbite that Mr Find¬ 
lay had to carry her. 

After they had delivered the 
two to the hospital, the couple 
hurried to catch up with die 
remainder of the group: "We 
caught up Midi them limping 
along the pathway and spent 
the next five days helping 
them and encouraging them 
to keep going. 

"By that time, we had 
gained their confidence and I 
kept reassuring them that they 
wouldn't have to go back to 
Tibet." Eventually they 




By Richard Duce 


A MOTHER yesterday 
blamed poor supervision for 
the death of her 20-month-old 
son who drowned while play¬ 
ing at his nursery. 

Only weeks before Alex Rae 
died, his mother Katriona had 
derided to remove him from 
the “beautiful" rural setting of 
Hilltop Bunnies Nursery 
because she was unhappy 
with the way it was run. 

Ms Rae. 3S. an area sales 
manager and single mother, 
told an inquest into her son's 
death: “I thought it was too 
good to be true so 1 put Alex's 
name down for it In the end. ir 
was too good to be true." 

Alex was found uncon¬ 
scious on a tarpaulin covering 
a pond at the nursery at 
Belmont, near Bolton, on July 
8 last year. He had fallen and 
drowned in 3in of surface 
water on the covering. 

Ms Rae, of Charley. Lanca¬ 
shire, told the inquest in 
Bolton she did not believe that 
enough attention was being 
[>aid to the children in the care 
of Caroline Brown. 

Ms Rae told the inquest: "[ 
was starting to get concerned 
that there was no structured 
play for Alex at all. 1 said to my 
parents. *1 am really not happy 
with that nursery and I am 
going to take Alex out’. “ 

Alex had been at the nursery 
since he was four months old 
and Ms Rae paid E65 a week 
for his care, "i wanted him to 
mix with other kids and not be 
on his own with just a child¬ 
minder," she said. She had 
planned a fortnight’s holiday 
in Mexico with her son after 
which she would look _ for a 
new nursery, but Alex died six 
days before they were due to 
go away. 

She then recalled the day of 
her son Is death when she was 
told at work that Alex had 
been taken to Royal Bolton 


Hospital after an accident 
Despite attempts by nursery 
staff, paramedics, and medi¬ 
cal teams at die hospital, he 
never regained consciousness. 

Miss Brown told the in¬ 
quest that she had a Btech 
qualification in nursery nurs¬ 
ing and had set up her own 
business, based at her parents' 
farm, three years ago. She 
told the coroner that the gap 
between seeing Alex and 
noticing he had gone was only 
seconds. 

In recording a verdict of 
accidental death. Martin 
Cop pel, the coroner said he 
believed Alex had been the 
victim of an “entirely unfore¬ 
seen event". He said: “It does 
not seem to me that those 
responsible for looking after 
him failed to provide, a safe 
environment-1 have to accept 
that there is only so much you 
can do protect a child. I believe 
the effects of Alex's death on 
Caroline Brown and her fam¬ 
ily will be quite considerable. 
More than one family has 
been touched by this tragedy." 

Miss Brown is being prose¬ 
cuted by Lancashire County 
Council and the Health and 
Safety Executive as a result of 
Alex's death. 




Katriona Rae and Alex: 
accidental death verdict 


Oxford joins Formula One 


By John O'Leary, education editor 


NOT satisfied with having its 
name on sweatshirts and bot¬ 
tles of whisky, Oxford Univer¬ 
sity has agreed a deal with the 
Arrows motor racing team to 
carry its new business school's 
logo on its cars. 

The name of the Oxford 
Said Business School will 
appear free of charge on 
drivers' suits and cars belong¬ 
ing to the Formula One team. 
In exchange. Oxfordshire- 
based Arrows, which Damon 
Hill drove for last season, will 
receive strategic marketing 
advice on attracting sponsors. 

Fiona Murray, a manage¬ 
ment studies lecturer at the 
business school, forged the 
relationship with Arrows fast 
year when she included the 
firm as part of .a study on 
technology's role in bu sines s. 

“A big part of management 
with regards to business is 


understanding die fast-mov¬ 
ing world of science and 
technology," she said. "Ar¬ 
rows personifies a company 
that's very good at taking 
ideas in science and technol¬ 
ogy and applying them ex¬ 
tremely rapidly to their cars." 

Tom Walkinshaw, manag¬ 
ing director of Arrows’ parenr 
company. TWR Group Ud, 
said: “It’s a novel and very 
practical idea, and I'm pleased 
to welcome the business 
school as members of our 
team." Arrows managed only 
nine points in the 1997 con¬ 
structors' championship. 

Ms Murray said the busi¬ 
ness school could help the 
team adopt a more sophisticat¬ 
ed approach to attracting cli¬ 
ents. "Many of the Formula 
One companies are nor neces¬ 
sarily as adept at really under¬ 
standing the business needs of 


the sponsors, “ she said. The j 
business school, founded with | 
the aid of a £20 million dona- j 
non from the Syrian-born ! 
businessman Wafic Said, has j 
been controversial in Oxford. j 
but a site has now been j 
approved by dons. j 


CORRECTIONS 


□ Owen Barfield (obituary. 
January 13) is survived by two 
sons. Alexander and Jeffrey, 
and a daughter Lucy, to whom 
C. S, Lewis dedicated The i 
Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe. 

□ The late Car!-Theodor Graf 
zu Toerring-Jeflcnbach. broth¬ 
er-in-law of Princess ftiul of 
Yugoslavia (obituary, October 
2S) was not a member of the 
Nazi party. 



Stuart Findlay and Claire McNaughton with some of die refugees before the farewell: “It wasvery emotional’' 


reached a small town with a 
field hospital and a telephone. 
A doctor treated the refugees 
while Mr Findlay telephoned 
the United Nations High 
Commissioner for refugees m 
Kathmandu. 

“Several needed to be oper¬ 
ated on. and unfortunately one 


man died in hospitaL Another 
had his legs amputated below 
the knees and several people 
had their toes amputated. But 
they were very grateful to 
Claire and me for getting them 
through the journey," Mr 
Findlay said. “The nun even 
said of Claire and myself ‘You 


are my mother and father; 
Without you, I would already 
be dead’." 

Once the refugees had 
reached safety. Mr Findlay 
and Ms McNaughton had to 
catch their flight back to 
Britain. As they bade diem 
farewell, many of the refugees 


were in tears. "It was very 
emotional,” said Mr Findlay. 

The couple have been back 
in Scotland for two weeks, and 
are still-amazed when they 
look back. "Basically we just 
stumbled through it.” Mr 
Findlay said. "It is an experi¬ 
ence we will never forget." 


Alert for 
staff over 
‘poison’ at 
university 

ByEmmaWiuuns 

. STAFF at a university labora¬ 
tory have been told to have a 
check-up after mercu- 

S left in a kettle in an 
poisoning attempt A 
uantity of the potential¬ 
ly lethal poison was found 
earlier this week in a kitchen 
area atthe Washington Singer 
biology laboratory at Exeter 
University. 

A non-academic member of 
staff has been suspended and 
Devon and Cornwall Police 
have begun an investigation. 
The incident is believed to 
have happened after a dispute 
between members of non-aca¬ 
demic staff. 

Ian Powell, registrar of the 
university, has advised all 70 
staff in die department to see 
their doctors if they develop 
stomach problems. Two 
people may have used the 
kettle in the past few days but 
police believe it was before the 
mercury was placed inside. 

In a letter to his staff Mr 
Powell said: “On Monday 
January 12 an amount of 
mercury was discovered in a 
kettle in the Washington Sing¬ 
er building. Subsequent inves¬ 
tigations led to tiie conclusion 
that the substance had been 
deliberately placed there." 

Devon and Cornwall Police 
confirmed that officers intend¬ 
ed to interview a man who had 
recently been suspended from 
his post at the university. 
“Mercury is a deadly ‘poison 
and the advice has been issued 
to be on the safe side," a 
spokesman said. 


biggest ever 


Steven Sandon: said to 
have been attacked 

Mystery 
of boy’s 
death at 
playtime 

By Helen Johnstone 

A POST-MORTEM examina¬ 
tion on a boy of 6 who 
collapsed and died in a school 
playground during afternoon 
break was inconclusive- Fur¬ 
ther tests are to be carried out 
on Steven Sandon. from Coley 
Park primary school, Read¬ 
ing. who died cm Wednesday. 

Thames Valley Police said 
there was no criminal investi¬ 
gation. and refused to com¬ 
ment on reports that children 
saw other pupils kicking the 
boy and forcing mud into his 
mouth. s 

A member of the school’s 
Parent Teacher Association 
said one girl who witnessed 
the incident had been taken by 
her mother to be interviewed 
by police. Counsellors and 
advisers from Berkshire 
County Council spent much of 
yesterday at the school offer¬ 
ing support to pupils and staff. 

The council said that several 
staff had been supervising 
children during the break, and 
a trained first-aider had given 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 

On January 20 last year, 
another pupil, Joanna Canlin. 
died in the playground. A 
post-mortem examination 
failed to find a reason, but the 
coroner was told the cause was 
probably a cardiac condition. 
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Motorola 

DUAL BAND 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Easy switching between networks 
for use abroad 

• Up to 235 minutes talktime/ 

90 hours standby ■ 

i o199 name and number memory 
I • Fax and data compatfole 
| • Flip mouthpiece design protects 
ft keypad and answers/ends caDs 
I Model: INTERNATIONAL 8800 

■ Was £9939 


The largest range o? 
communication products in the 
: JK - mobile phenes, faxes, 
papers, telephones and 
paimtop computers. 


Our expert staff axe specially 
trained in alt communication 
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io'hcip you make the choice 
that's right for you. 
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KEEP IN CONTROL 
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• NO CONTRACT 

• NO MONTHLY 
BILLS 

• NO CREDIT 
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• JUST BUY 
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6 HOME NEWS 


Corrupt officers given 
‘excessive protection’ 
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CORRUPT police officers are 
delaying and escaping punish¬ 
ment. according TO a highly 
critical report by MPs yester¬ 
day which calls tar a shake-up 
ol the complaints system. 

Such officers are being giv¬ 
en “excessive protection" and 
exploiting the weaknesses at 
the system, says ihe report, 
which calls for instant dis- 


The Home Secretary is expected to 
use a highly critical MPs’ report 
on. corruption as a template for 
reforms. Stewart Tendfer reports 


missal for any found flagrant¬ 
ly breaking the law or commit¬ 
ting serious misconduct. 

The 43 recommendations by 
the Commons Select Commit¬ 
tee on Home Affairs also 
include “fast-track" disciplin¬ 
ary hearings for officers facing 
serious charges or criminal 
cases. Wide reforms are pro¬ 
posed to stop officers dodging 
investigation by going side or 
getting ill-healrh pensions. 

Police and politicians be¬ 
lieve the report will be used by 
the Home Secretary as a tem¬ 
plate for reforms. The Home 
Office has indicated that 
plans to change the disciplin¬ 
ary system will be drawn up 
once the report is published. 

During its hearings the 
committee was told by Peter 
Moorhouse. chairman of the 
Police Complaints Authority, 
that corruption was increas¬ 
ing. Sir Paul Condon. Com¬ 
missioner of the Metropolitan 
Police, said his force could 
have as many as 250 corrupt 
officers. The report says: 
“There are grounds for con¬ 
cern about the behaviour of 
some officers. This small mi¬ 
nority is damaging to the 
overwhelming majority who 
are honest. The importance of 


dealing with the problem if tine 
confidence of foe public in the 
police is to be maintained 
must be recognised." 

The committee said there 
was “a great deal of justified 
dissatisfaction" with the cur¬ 
rent system. Changes were 
needed to make it more inde¬ 
pendent from foe police. The 
rime taken to complete pro¬ 
ceedings should be shortened 
because delays offered the 
chance for abuse. There 
should also be greater open- 



Moorhouse says that 
corruption is growing 


ness and legal protection for 
officers should be changed. 
The MPs suggest that the 
basis of the system as a quasi- 
judicial process should be 
reformed to give senior offi¬ 
cers the right to manage tike 
other executives. 

The committee recognised 
that officers worked in spatial 
circumstances but foeir disci¬ 
plinary procedures should be 
as dose as possible to other 
walks of life. “High standards 
are expected of them and their 
spedal position does not of 
itself entitle them to protec¬ 
tions which cannot be justified 
in other terms," the report 
says. “The balance between 
these two approaches is 
drawn coo far towards exces¬ 
sive protection for officers.” 

The report says chief consta¬ 
bles should do more to check if 
officers under investigation 
who go sick for long periods 
really are ill and cut foeir pay. 
This would stop prevarication. 

The power to cut pay al¬ 
ready exists for some officers 
and should be extended to 
those who are suspended and 
claim to be ill. foe committee 
says. Forces should also be 
able to proceed with discipline 
hearings in the absence of foe 


officers, The report calls for a 
reduction in foe burden of 
proof for disciplinary bearings 
from foe criminal basis of 
“beyond reasonable doubt” to 
foe civil standard of “on foe 
balance of probabilities 
However, three Conservative 
members, including Doui 
Hogg, a former Home O 
junior minister, disagreed, 
rr The tight to silence or legal 
i. representation should be re- 
ne duced except for foe most 
si- serious cases. The three Con- 
be servative MPs also argued for 
ffi* a different basis for legal 
ike representation. 

At present, if an officer is 
sed acquitted in the courts, he 
tial cannot face disciplinary 
iscti- charges. The committee said 
1 be that this rule of “double jeop- 
her ardy" should be abandoned, 
rds Setting up an independent 
teir investigation system using 
of non-police investigators is 
tec- ruled out but the report calls 
Sed on foe Home Office to 
>ort investigate how such a unit 
een would work. The Police Com- 
is plaints Authority could make 
xs- use of more outside experts 
and more investigations 
»ta- should be carried out by 
kif outside forces. The Mft say 
ion that if the present system is 
ads reformed and still lacks 
ay. credibility, independent inves- 
on. tigation will have to be sen 
al- ously considered, 
ers At present all disciplinary 
to hearings are held in private, 
ind The committee says they 
tee should be open to the public 
be unless there are spedal rea- 
ine sons for holding them in 
foe private. 



Sir Paul yesterday: he believes die Met could have up to 250 corrupt officers 



Detectives play 
the health card 

By Our Crime Correspondent 


THREE Scotland Yard detec¬ 
tives who moonlighted, acting 
as minders for a wealthy 
television producer, escaped 
disciplinary charges by going 
sick and leaving with ill- 
health pensions, foe MPs an 
the home affairs committee 
were told. 

Details of the case are given 
in an appendix to foe commit¬ 
tee’s report Co illustrate how 
disciplinary proceedings can 
be thwarted by use of the 
health regulations. The offi¬ 
cers met their charge and his 
family at Heathrow, hired 
cars, acted as chauffeurs and 
bodyguards and even escort¬ 
ed the family as they jogged. 

In November The Times 
reported that two of the offi¬ 
cers who took the pensions, 
citing stress, set up a private 
investigation agency. They 
are Tom Bradley, a detective 
sergeant, and Ian Martin, a 
detective constable. 

The third officer involved. 
Detective Constable Barry 


Porter, says he is suffering 
from depression and anxiety 
bought on by his suspension 
and foe way he was investi¬ 
gated. Two other officers are 
still suspended, haring'been 
charged with disciplinary 
offences. 

The Yard said that Mr 
Bradley set up the moonlight¬ 
ing operation when he investi¬ 
gated allegations of foeft by 
staff woriting for- Reg Grun¬ 
dy, the Australian producer of 
Neighbours. When police 
began investigations all the 
officers went side. Mr Bradley 
would have faced eight disci¬ 
plinary charges. 

In the appendix the Yard 
comments: ‘There remains a 
real concern that officers who 
are ostensibly mentaffy strong 
before their suspension suffer 
psychiatric Alness immediate¬ 
ly afterwards and yet so 
quickly recover following re¬ 
tirement to the extent they are 
able to function in demanding 
areas of employment" 


Pension 
funds put 
under 
strain by 
illness 

MarrHekowso* 


EARLY retirement on \ 
health grounds has be- 1 
come an epidemic at a 1 
North London council, it I 
accounts for two-thirds of j 
each year's retirements I 
i among employees of foe 
I Labour-run borough of 
Camden, putting serious 
strain on its pension fund, 
an internal report has 
found. 

The trend is costing the 
council an average of near¬ 
ly £5.5 million a year, 
amounting to £27.4 million 
over the past five years. 
Employees leaving on 
health grounds also take 
an average of 100 days’ sick 
leave during the year prior 
to foeir retirement, further 
- stretching the council 
budget 

The report by Steve 
Bundred, the chief execu¬ 
tive. comes after a damn¬ 
ing investigation of early 
retirement by foe Audit 
Commission last Novem¬ 
ber. which found wide¬ 
spread abuse at a serious 
cost to council taxpayers. 
On average. 39 per oent of 
council retirements were 
early, costing £5.7 billion. 
Last year more than half 
die 42.000 retirements in 
local government were ear¬ 
ly on health grounds. 

“The use of early retire¬ 
ment has drifted from 
being exceptional to be¬ 
coming expected" foe Au¬ 
dit Commission concluded. 

It set a national target of no 
more than 25 per cent of 
retirements coming early. 

Ten per cent of Camden 
staff work until foe normal 
retirement ages of 65 for 
men and 60 for women. 
Conservatives in Camden 
said that the borough was 
running “a racket to bene¬ 
fit the staff". 

. Joy Silver, a Tory coun¬ 
cillor, said: “I don’t believe 
that the health pattern of 
Camden staff can be so out 
of line with the national : 
trends. They are jumping | 
on the early retirement 
gravy train. and laughing 
all the way to the bank." ■ 

However Phil Turner. | 
Labour chairman of the 
council’s corporate service 
committee, said that the 
borough had no reason to 
feel ashamed. He added: 
“This council should not 
apologise for looking after 
staff in a decent and hon¬ 
ourable way. That’s not to 
say that we don’t recognise 
that this has put consider¬ 
able strain on the pension 
fund and foe council’s 
resources." 
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Gene gives clue 
to lethal power of 
chicken flu virus 


HOME NEWS 


SCIENTISTS have discovered 
a clue that may explain why 
the chicken flu from Hong 
Kong is so deadly. 

A change in a key gene in 
~the virus means that it can 
infect many organs of die 
body, not only die lungs. In 
birds that makes die virus 
lethal, killing nearly all those 
infected. The scientists suspect 
that the same change may 
explain why it is so dangerous 
to human beings. 

So far the chicken flu has 
infected IS people in Hong 
Kong: a 2S-year-old woman, 
who fell ill before die mass 
slaughter of chickens in the 
colony, yesterday became the 
sixth person to die from it 
It was first found in a three- 
year-old boy in May and 
samples from him have been 
| analysed by scientists from the 
T US Centre for Disease Control 
in Atlanta. Georgia, and from 
Hong Kong and the US De¬ 
partment of Agriculture. 

Flu viruses are character¬ 
ised by two proteins on their 
surface, haemagglutinin and 


Scientists believe 
virus kills by 
spreading from 
lungs to other 
organs, reports 
Nigel Hawkes 

neuraminidase. The team of 
researchers, led by Kanta 
Subbarao of the Atlanta 
centre, studied the gene re¬ 
sponsible for making the 
haemagglutinin. 

They report in Science that 
they found an extra piece of 
DNA in the gene, a feature 
common in bird viruses but 
never before isolated from a 
human virus. It adds extra 
amino adds at exactly die 
point at which die p rote i n is 
broken in two by enzymes in 
the body. 

That is the key step by 


Frozen bodies hold 
key to epidemic 


By Helen Rumbelow 


SCIENTISTS renewed hope 
of tracking down one of the 
deadliest flu viruses last week 
when findings showed that the 
w bodies of seven Norwegian 
” men who died in the 1918 
epidemic are still f r oze n in 
their graves. 

The Spanish flu virus killed 
between 20 arid 40 million 
people within a year. If the 
1918 virus is present in the 
corpses, then scientists may at 
last be able to understand 
what made it so lethal, and 
estimate the danger of it and 
other “dead" viruses, such as 
smallpox, reappearing. An 
international team located the 
victims in Longyear by en. a 
small town in the Svalbard 
island group. 

Dr Peter Lewin, a Canadian 
medical archaeologist on the 
team, said that even if the 


virus was dead, they could 
piece together its DNA from 
the genetic fingerprint it had 
left. If the virus was alive, 
there was a new danger to 
assess, he said. “If agents are 
preserved intact, not just flu 
but other ones such as small¬ 
pox. now we have global 
warming, might bodies thaw 
and become a danger to 
humanity?" 

Some experts consider the 
chicken flu alarmingly simi¬ 
lar to the 1918 flu virus, which 
kilted more people than the 
Fust World War. 

In 1957 a new virus. Asian 
flu, began to spread across the 
world, remaining a prevalent 
strain until 1968 when another 
virus, Hong Kong flu. was 
isolated. Today viruses can be 
stemmed by vaccination and » 
antibiotics cut death tolls. 


which the virus gains enrry 
into the cells of die bird, or 
human being. In most flu 
viruses the enzymes needed to 
break down the protein are 
found only in the lungs or 
digestive tract and most virus¬ 
es can infect only cells in those 
organs. 

But the extra amino adds 
may make the protein able to 
be broken down by enzymes 
found in many organs which 
are then infected. Robert 
Webster, a flu expert at St Jude 
Children's Research Hospital 
in Memphis, Tennessee, says 
that that allowed the virus to 
spread through the blood¬ 
stream. 

In chickens it infects the 
brain, heart and blood vessels, 
causing rapid death. When the 
US team used the virus from 
die boy to infect 16 chickens, 
all but one died. 

That shows the virus re¬ 
mains lethal to chickens even 
after it has passed through a 
human being and raises the 
possibility that a few infected 
people travelling beyond 
Hong Kong could spread it to 
millions of chickens world¬ 
wide. 

The remaining question is 
how a bird virus manages to 
infect human beings. The US 
team has found one due by 
comparing the virus isolated 
from Hong Kong chickens in 
March with that which killed 
the boy. They found a 
difference — the loss of a 
carbohydrate molecule near 
the point at which the virus 
binds to cell surfaces. 

That molecule is present in 
the bird samples but absent 
from the virus that infected the 
boy. Dr Webster speculates 
that the change “may have 
great influence" on the virus’s 
ability to bind to human cells. 

Fortunately the evidence 
still is that the virus cannot 
pass easily between human 
brings. limiting the chances of 
a global epidemic. Dr Webster 
told Science that he was 
delighted that Hong Kong’s 
millions of chickens in open 
markets had been slaught¬ 
ered. 

"The slaughter was abso¬ 
lutely essential." he said. “The 
big question is whether it was 
done in time." ' 



The traffic was dreadfuL the 
train late and a fool with BO 
and a load personal stereo sat 
next to you. In other words; It 
was just another day commut¬ 
ing when, instead, you could 
have been quartering the plac¬ 
id waters of Loch Tay to 
celebrate the opening of the 
Tay salmon fishing season in 
the bush of early morning, 
with perhaps just a wee nip to 
keep out the chflL Even better, 
there was the prediction of 
record catches on the Tay this 
year (Gillian Harris writes). 
There are more than 25,000 


Salmon season opens 
for ones that got away 


salmon running up the Tay 
since the removal of nets set 
by landowners on the lower 
reaches of the river. More 
than 100 fisherman gathered 


at Kenmoie on the banks of; 
the Tay for the official open¬ 
ing ceremony performed by 
Rob Wa in w ri ght the Scot¬ 
land rugby captain, and 1,000 


tried for the. first fish of the 
season. The day. may have 
been slightly marred fry-fears 
that a pr oposed fish form 
might harm die wild salmon 
and the delicate eco-system, 
but the worries did not seem 
to make people upset enough 
to wish they -were writing 
instead for that delayed 
7.15...! - 


Fifth life 
term for 
slow death 

A mad serving four life sen¬ 
tences-for ^aggravated bur¬ 
glary and grievous bodily 
harm to two pensianers was 

a fifth fife term yesier- 


after his. original sen¬ 
tence. At Cardiff Crown Court, 
LeslieSalter, 32, admitted the 
murder of Enid FDote, 91, who 
• died - nine months .after tire 
attack in her ffar-at Barry, 
Sotdh Gfoinorgan. Salter was 
arrested after a reconstruction 
on BBC TVS Crimewatch UK. 

Soldier bailed 

An undercover soldier quest¬ 
ioned after a policeman was 
shot and critically injured in 
north Belfast has been releas¬ 
ed on bail. She was on surveil¬ 
lance as part of police moves to 
thwart hitana-run loyalist 
gun attacks an Catholics. 

Best hotel 

The Chewton Glen Hotel at 
New Milton, Hampshire, has 
beeri ybted the best in Europe 
by readers of die American 
magazine Conide Nose Travel¬ 
er. It was judged 13th in the 
world, first place bring award¬ 
ed to the Amandari in Bali. 

Shotgun award 

A man who lost his left leg 
from above the knee after his 
brother accidentally shot him 
has won £ 325,000 damages. 
The brother of Timothy 
Chadfidd, 39, from Barton in 
the Clay, Bedfordshire, admit¬ 
ted liainUly. He was insured. 

Crossing crash 

A mntoriyclist died when he 
crashed through a level cross¬ 
ing barrier into a train after 
overtaking a line of traffic at 
Swiueshead Bridge near Bos¬ 
ton, Lincolnshire. The man, 
who has not been named, may 
have been dazzled by low sun. 

Healthcare 

The head of a primary school 
in Grindleford, Derbyshire, 
has quit Ids job because of 
stress to become a caretaker at 
a nearby comprehensive. Rog¬ 
er Butterfield, 48, earns half 
his old salary but says he 
enjoys the 37-hour week. 
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Emma Townshejni 
tells about Hfelg 
a rock legend's* 
daughter 'J- \ 








Baby quilts 
increase 
chance of 
cot death 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 
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QUILTS put babies at greater 
risk of cot death, according to 
research published today. 
Earlier studies had found that 
heavier duvets are a danger, 
but this is the fiiret tune the 
loose, padded quilt has been 
clearly identified as a risk for 
children under a year old. 

The study of 100 babies who 
died in their cots found that a 
quilt increases the risk, espe¬ 
cially among older children 
who sleep on their back or 
side. 11115 was because these 
coverings do not tuck in, and a 
child over three months old is 
able to pull them over its face. 

The study by the Menzies 
Centre for Population Health 
Research, at the University of 
Tasmania, found that the risk 
an ached to quilts was less for 
babies who slept on their 
stomachs, but this position is 
known to be more dangerous 
in itself. When children were 
laid to sleep on their backs 
under loose quilts, they were 
liable to roil over onto their 
stomachs in the night. Earlier 
research has shown conclu¬ 
sively that it is safest for 
babies to sleep on their backs. 

The new report appears in 
the British Medical Journal. 


The Foundation for the Study 
of Infant Death said that die 
increased risk or cot death 
associated with duvets had 
been recognised in Britain for 
some time. Some, but not all, 
retailers and manufacturers 
did not promote their use for 
young babies, or labelled them 
as unfit for use with children 
under a year old. At the same 
time, some manufacturers 
and retailers had been pro¬ 
moting quilts as an alternative 
to duvets without any warning 
label. 

“The foundation has long 
been concerned about this 
practice." it said. “There is a 
definite need to educate the 
parents who remain unaware 
of or who are ignoring the 
potential risk." 

The foundation recom¬ 
mends that instead of duvets 
and quilts, a baby .should be 
covered with one or more 
layers of thin blankets well 
tucked in. This will minimise 
the danger of overheating and 
of the covers sliding over the 
infant's head. The baby 
should be placed on its back 
with its feet at the foot of the 
bed to stop it wriggling down 
under the covers. 
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CyriL the leader of the Wapping gang, is caught grey-handed rifling a bag 

Cyril the squirrel makes 
fur fly on East End estate 

By Michael Hornsby, agriculture correspondent 


A GANG of grey squirrels is 
terrorising elderly residents of 
a high-rise housing estate in 
the East End of London . 

Up to 15 of the bushy-tailed 
vandals, led by a particularly 
aggressive individual dubbed 
Cyril by his victims, are 
accused of intimidation, phys¬ 
ical assault and even house 
breaking. Old people who live 
in the Willoughby and Parry 
tower blocks in Wapping say 
that they are afraid to gp out 
in case they find the animals 
waiting for them outside their 


doors. 

The list of charges levelled 
at the squirrels includes ri¬ 
fling through unattended 
shopping tegs, scratching 
people, stowing nuts without 
permission in flowerpots and 
infiltrating bedrooms. Ellen 
Carroll, a Willoughby resi¬ 
dent. said: “We are fed up 
with them. We have a 
number of old people who axe 
really frightened. . 

“They will rush up at yoo or 
run down the stairs at you: 
They are around most of the 
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Criminal 
tendenries 
evident in 
childhood 

By Ian MURRAY 
medical correspondent 

MANY future delinquents can 
be identified by the time they 
are seven by ag gressi ve 
behaviour and the ineffective 
way their parents are bringing 
them up, according to a survey- 
published today. # 

Conduct disorder is the 
commonest childhood psychi¬ 
atric condition affecting 9 per 
cent of the urban population 
and 4 per cent of the rural 

population, Stephen Scott, a 

child and adolescent psychia- 

•y-handed rifling a bag trist at the Institute of PSyriiia- 

7 “ try in London, says..Three 

1 -g tunes more beys til an girls 

•fYl O iZ pC show typical symptoms of 

lllCliWlJ temper tantrums, according 

to the survey in the British 
t a Medical Journal. 

pCTfllP AS they get older these 
XU- LCilV’ children bully, fight, cany and 

use knives, mistreat animals, 

__ mus. take drugs, play truant 

respondent njn away from home and 

day. They go into people’s commit arson. A third are J 
houses. We’re talking about .dyslexic and most have an IQ ▼ 
people finding them sitting on as many as ten points lower 
their sinks. I have even heard than their peers, 
of them nipping people." “The difficulties would mat- 

Jack Birch, a Parry nesi- ter less if most children grew 
dent, said: “One young girl out of it," the survey says, 
has been scratched. They “However, 40 per cent of seven 
have actually jumped one or and eight-year-olds with con- 
two people. I have been in duct disorder become reridi- 
touch with the RSPCA but vist delinquents as teenagers; 
they say that even catching and over 90 per cent of 
them and taking then some- recidivist juvenile delinquents 
where else is illegal." had conduct disorder as child- 

A local councillor. John ren." By the time they became 
Briggs, said:. - ! am aware of at ■ adults they are fixed in a 
least one incident when a man pattern of violence, dishones- 
found two squirrels under his ty. drink-driving .and unem¬ 
bed, and it scared the life out ployment. 
of him." Andy Lewis, chief Treatment needs to start 
I environmental health officer early because it is hard to 
for Tower Hamlets, said: "1 eradicate later, the survey 
have never come across this in says. A strong home back- 
my 20-odd years working in a ground is essential. Teachers m 
j city. We are aware of the nave to be taught techniques 
problem, but we have no to reduce disruptive behaviour 
| experience of dealing with and parents must learn how to 
squirrels.” praise their children. 


life on Mars theoiy 
comes down to Earth 

By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


TRACES of life found in a 
meteorite from Mars are only 
contamination picked ; up 
* when it landed in-Antarctica, 
according to a new analysis. 

Scientists say that the amino 
adds in it are very similar to 
those in the ice at Allan Hills 
in Antarctica, where the mete¬ 
orite lay for 13.000 years 
before being discovered in 
1984. A second study also 
suggests that carbon in the 
meteorite comes from the 
Earth. 

Ever since it was claimed in 
August 1996 that life existed on 
Mars, controversy has raped. 
President Clinton greeted it as 
“one of die roost stunning 
insights into our world that 


science has ever uncovered" 
but some scientists were open¬ 
ly sceptical. These ' latest 
results, although they da not 
rule out the possibility of life 
on Mars, certainly make it 
very much less likely. 

A team led by Jeffrey Bada/*. 
of Scripps Institution off* - 
Oceanography at La Jolla, 
California, searched a sample 
of the meteorite for amino 
adds, the building blocks of 
the proteins and enzymes vital 
to life. They found three amino 
adds in a form very similar to 
that found in the Antarctic ice. 
The implication is that they 
came from meltwater from the 
ice that surrounded the 
meteorite. 
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‘Lonely fogey’s’ legal 
career comes to end 

Philip Delves Broughton on the solicitor better known as a defendant 


ANGUS DIGGLE, the Solid- 
tor jailed in 1993 for trying to 
rape a woman while wearing 
nothing but frilly Highland 
coifs and a luminous green 
condom, was finally struck off 
the solicitors’ roll yesterday 
after a conviction for being 
drunk and disorderly in a 
public place, it brings to an 
end one of the legal world’s 
more ignominious careens. 

Mr Diggle. 41. was not 
present at yesterdays solici¬ 
tors' disciplinary tribunal in 
London, He claimed he could 
not afford the train fare from 
BoUon where he lives, jobless, 
with his mother, Mabel. 

The tribunal was told that, 
oo a Sunday afternoon in 
November 1995. be emerged, 
drunk, on to Glebe Street in 
Bolton where he encountered 
two police officers. They were 
talking to two suspected 
prostitutes and'a man. Mr 
Diggle asked the officers what 
they were doing. None of your 
business, he was told. Mr 
Diggle, according to the police 
report, said it most certainly 
was his business and suggest¬ 
ed that the officers ought to 
know who he was. He then 
made some sharp criticisms of 
the criminal justice system. 

Smelling drink on his 
breath, one of the officers took 
hold of Mr Diggle and told 
him to come down to the 
station. Mr Diggle struggled, 
shouting: “Do you know who I 
am. you cannot do this, you 
have no lawful authority.” He 
was handcuffed and taken to 
tiie station where, the tribunal 
heard, his behaviour was criti¬ 
cised by police. 

Despite denying the drunk 
and disorderly charge, Mr 


Diggle was convicted by Bol¬ 
ton Magistrates' Court in 
April 1996 and fined £75 plus 
E12S costs. The conviction was 
the latest of a series that forced 
tiie tribunal to decide that Mr 
Diggle had brought his pro¬ 
fession “into grave disrepute" 
and to ban him from practis¬ 
ing law again. 

The offences included as 


des and a luminous green 
condom. Mr Diggle did not 
help his own case by saying 
the woman had led him on by 
undressing in from; of him and 
allegedly idling the police 
officer interrogating him: “I 
have spent E2Q0 on her. Why 
cant i do what I did to her?" 

When confronted by the 
girl's friends the morning 


C The publicity that these convictions 
attract diminish the reputation of 
solicitors in the eyes of the public 5 


wdl as the previous attempted 
rape conviction, a conviction 
and fine of El 00 for foiling to 
observe certain conditions of 
the licence under which he 
was released early from pris¬ 
on. The tribunal was also rold 
of an incident in 1993 when he 
harassed a 20-year-old woman 
student on a train, “aggres¬ 
sively quoting Latin and 
Shakespeare at her” and ask¬ 
ing her if she wanted to be 
mother of a master race. 

Mr DigglCs dimb to an 
unfortunate national promi¬ 
nence began in September 
1993 when a young woman 
solicitor accused him of trying 
to rape her after a Highland 
ball at the Grosvenor House 
Hold in Mayfair. 

The woman, who had es¬ 
corted Mr Diggle to the ball 
and invited him to spend die 
night with her in her friend’s 
flat, said she woke up in the 
middle of the night to find Mr 
Diggle on top of her wearing 
only Highland cuffs, specta- 


RAC calls 
for drugs 
tests for 
drivers 


By Kevin Eason 

MOlXMNGEpntHt 

POLICE should . be issued 
.with a breathalyser-style de¬ 
vice to tesr up to three million 
cannabis users who could be 
as great a danger behind the 
wheel as drink-drivers, the 
RAC said yesterday. 

The motoring organisation 
warned campaigners wanting 
to legalise cannabis that police 
had no way of testing for the 
drug, although it impaired 
judgment and ~ increased 
chances of an accident The 
development of a roadside test 
as effective as the breathalyser 
was a priority. 

Cannabis is - regularly 
smoked by 10 per cent co the 30 
million driving population, 
the RAC said, and the num¬ 
bers could grow if the drug 
was legalised. Cannabis slows 
reaction .times and reduces 
concentration in much the 
jsame way as alcohol. 

Edmund King] the RACs 
head of campaigns, said: 
..“Drug-driving is a largely 
unknown danger. There could 
be thousands of people who 
would never dream of drink¬ 
ing and driving but who are 
still putting themselves and 
others at risk by using canna¬ 
bis or other drugs.” 

. ..A European Union report 
last year estimated that at 
least 4,500 deaths and 135.000 
serious injuries each year 
could be caused by motorists 
under the influence of drugs. 

Senior police officers are 
already convinced that motor¬ 
ists under the influence, of 
drugs are as much a danger as 
drink-drivers. Ecstasy, but 
also remedies for- colds and 
flu. depression and painkillers 
could affect drivers’ judgment 


Prisoners 
agree to 
tolerate sex 
offenders 

By A Correspondent 

PRISONERS who have prtan- 
ised not to attack sex offenders 
are to be rewarded with extra 
privileges: 

. Under tiie scheme, inmates 
at Albany prison on the Isle of 
Wlghtsign a contract agreeing 
not to commit “antisocial be¬ 
haviour” against those held 
for sejr offences. The agree¬ 
ment has been entered into by 
every inmate in the prison, 
allowing staff to abolish its 
segregation wings. 

Sex offenders, who were 
kept in these wings for their 
own safety, can now mingle 
with tiie other prisoners. This 
has released prison officers, 
who were used to “keep apart 
the two warring factions", to 
undertake other duties. The 
system of contracts was intro¬ 
duced by Stephen Moore, the 
g o vernor, before Christmas 
with the aim of bringing about 
an integrated regime at the 
prison. 

Albany is a.Category B jail 
and holds 440 prisoners, 200 
of whom are sex. offenders. 
When the plans for the scheme 
were discussed with tiie other 
240oonvicts, 20 of than object¬ 
ed and were promptly moved 
to other prisons. Those re¬ 
maining agreed to-sign the 
good behaviour bond in re¬ 
turn for rewards such as visits, 
and leisure and association 
periods. 

Mr Moore said: "if they 
play the game they will get the 
goodies. They don’t need to 
like or sympathise with people 
they regard as distasteful, but 
they should leave them alone." 
He said all of Albany's prison¬ 
ers are Irving as a folly 
integrated unit, exercising, 
eating and working together. - 


Jet lag cure may 



By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


JET-LAGGED?' 
powerful light at 
your knee. 

It may sound like - the 
whackiest of New Age reme¬ 
dies but it could work. Ameri¬ 
can scientists have found that 
the back of tiie knee is 
sensitive to light : 

Scott Campbell and col¬ 
leagues from Cornell Univer- 
. shy were able to reset the 
human dock in 15 hea lthy 
volunteers by brightBlmoma- 
, lion of the back of their knees- 
Untfl now ft was tbougbt that. 
iiB humans, only. light falling 
- on the eye was' capable of 
resetting the body dock. , 

‘ lb the experiments, a bgnt 
pad behind the knee; was 


turned on for three hours at a 
time while the volunteers 
were sitting. 

The dances are that there 
is nothing special about the 
back of:the knee but it is 
suffioenfly for from the eyes 
that it can be Alumina ted, 
behind a screen, without the 
volunteer being aware of it 

The team were able to show 
that tiie bodydodks of the 
vohmteers bad bedrsblfted 
by measuring their tempera¬ 
ture, which rises and foils 
over.a .roughly 24-honr eyrie. 

Writing in Stience. the 
team snggests thit the disoov- 
qy could have practical appli¬ 
cations in Improving 
treatment-of sleep disorders. 


after the incident, he ttrtd diem 
they were being boring and 
added: “You obviously did not 
go to public school." 

Mr Diggle went to the 
independent Bolton School be¬ 
fore studying law at Bristol 
University, where he was 
known for his interest in wine, 
stained glass and calligraphy. 
“A lonely fogey from another 


era" was how he was 
described at the attempted 
rape trial- The jury rejected his 
denials and sentenced him to 
three years’ imprisonment, re¬ 
duced to two on appeal. 

After an early release for 
good behaviour. Mr Diggle 
was suspended in January 
1995 from practising law for a 
year. He celebrated by dining 
alone in Oaridges. The sus¬ 
pension was immaterial 
because Mr Diggle had not 
renewed his certificate to prac¬ 
tise since 1990. His only job 
since then had been a brief 
tenure with the North West 
Regional Health Authority, 
which sacked him after the 
hidden! on the train. 

Jeffrey Williams, from the 
Office for the Supervision of 
Solid tors, said at the hearing; 
The publicity that these con¬ 
victions. attract diminish the 
reputation of the solicitors - 
profession in the eyes of the 
public." 

Mr Diggle was also ordered 
to pay the £1,292-50 cost of the 
hearing. 



Angus Diggle, who is unemployed and living with his mother in Bolton 


Bingo hall 
reaches 
deal with 
Muslims 

By Peter Foster 

THE owners of a Mecca bingo 
hall and Muslim community 
leaders who said the name 
gave offence yesterday 
reached a compromise. 

The Rank Group has taken 
down the gaudy electric signs 
outside its outlet in Luton, 
Bedfordshire, after two hour- 
long meetings. The company 
said new signs would be put 
up. 

The 20,000-strong Muslim 
community had complained 
that the use of the name of 
their holy dty in connection 
with alcohol and gambling 
was profane. The bingo hall, 
in the largely Muslim area of 
south Luton, was the target of 
an arson attack last month in 
which young Muslims are 
thought to hare petrol - 
bombed the signs. On Christ¬ 
mas Day 15 windows were 
smashed by vandals. 

Akbar Khan, secretary of 
the Islamic Society in Luton, 
who led the campaign against 
Rank, said he was happy with 
the compromise. No ’ large 
Mecca signs would be going 
back up, he said. 
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Industry will bear the brunt of 

£1 billion data protection cost 

/ 

Richard Ford details provisions for public to have a greater say in information on file about them 


INDUSTRY and government face a bill of 
more than £1 billion to implement an EU 
directive giving the public greater access to 
personal information stored on computer 
and in files.The initial cost, largely falling 
on business, will be followed by a further 
outlay of £742 million a year. 

Under the Data Protection Bill, pub¬ 
lished yesterday, individuals will be given 
greater powers to claim compensation for 
distress or damage caused by the misuse of 
stored information. However, to avoid it 
becoming a backdoor privacy law. the rich 
and powerful will not be able to use it to 
thwart investigative journalism. Lord Wil¬ 
liams of Mosiyn, a junior Home Office 
Minister, admitted that the start-up costs 
were "very high" but emphasised that the 
figure may have been overestimated. 

The Bill's provisions will affect virtually 
every organisation holding information 
about individuals. The implementation 
costs will, in some cases, include writing ro 
individuals to ask their consent to collect 
and hold information about them. 

The Bill, which replaces the existing 1984 
Act, includes a number of exemptions. For 
example, people will not be allowed to 
inspect information gathered by journal¬ 
ists rhat is intended for publication. Other 
key exemptions include information held 
for the prevention or detection of crime, the 


catching or prosecuting of offenders, and 
the assessment or collection of taxes and 
duties- Confidential references, informa¬ 
tion that could undermine the effectiveness 
of the armed forces, data relating to 
judicial appointments and honours, man¬ 
agement forecasting, examination results 
and pupils’ exam papers are also exempt 
The move to prevent the 
Bill being used to hinder 
media inquiries followed 
a series of meetings be¬ 
tween. Lord Williams and 
Lord Wakeham. chair¬ 
man of the Press Com¬ 
plaints Commission. Lord 
Williams told a press con¬ 
ference at the Home Of¬ 
fice that ministers had 
tried to meet the concerns 
of the media. “The Bill 
recognises the special im¬ 
portance of freedom of 
expression and contains 
exemptions to ensure that journalism and 
artistic and literary activities are not put at 
risk by data protection rules." he said. 

Under the BflJ, to be law by October, the 
public will have a much greater opportuni¬ 
ty to claim compensation for damages or 
distress caused if information is misused 
or wrongly gathered. At die moment 


compensation can only be claimed for 
damages caused by an inaccuracy or an 
unauthorised disclosure. 

The public will also have the right to be 
informed whether personal information on 
them is bong gathered, far what purpose it 
is held and to whom it is being disclosed. 
They wilt also be able to demand in writing 
that organisations stop 
gathering information 
they intend to use for 
direct marketing. Card 
index systems, and per¬ 
sonnel files that include 
annual reports, will be 
brought under the scope 
of the law. 

It is estimated that 
£836 million of the initial 
start-up costs and 
£630 million of the annual 
recurring costs will fall on 
business. Of that. 
£164 million of (he non¬ 
recurring costs and £122 million of the 
recurring costs will have to be paid by 
small firms. 

Charities and voluntary organisations 
face a start-up bill of E120 milli on and 
annual costs of £37 million. The Govern¬ 
ment will have to find an initial £90 million 
and £46 million annually, while councils 


will face E104 million start-up charges plus 
£46 million a year. 

Business leaders voiced concern about 
the cost of implementing the bill. Ruth Lea. 
head of policy at the Institute of Directors, 
said: "However laudable the aims of the 
legislation, extra costs will be piled on to 
firms." A spokeswoman for the Local 
Government Management Board, which 
represents councils in England and Wales, 
said: "While we support the aims of this 
Bill, finding the money to implement it will 
be yet another burden on authorities 
whose backs are already up against the 
budgetary wall.” 

John Redwood, Shadow President of the 
Board of Trade, said: “This is another 
example of a directive imposing horren¬ 
dous costs on European businesses which 
will help undermine their competitive 
position in world markets." 

Elizabeth France, of the Data Protection 
Registrar, said: “This measure is timely as 
there is increasing capacity to hold and 
manipulate computerised information. In 
both the public and private sectors there is 
great-impetus to deliver services electroni¬ 
cally and to use computerised personal 
information to inform derisions affecting 
individuals." 


Leading article, page 21 
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Lord W illiams said the estimated costs may be on the high side 
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> BRITAIN'S BIGGEST CHAIN 


SPECIALISTS 


Black Marine 
‘was forced to 
carry 4ft spear’ 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


A BLACK Royal Marine com¬ 
mando was posted to Zuhl 
Company as a joke and was 
forced to cany a 4ft spear on 
parade, the High Court was 
told yesterday. 

Mark Parchment 28, who 
has an En glish mother and a 
Jamaican father, said be had 
been warned by a Royal 
Marine recruiting officer 
before he joined that his 
colour "would cause me 
problems”. 

What he was not prepared 
for. he said in court yesterday, 
was the “systematic and con¬ 
tinued racial abuse” that he’ 
suffered when he joined Zulu 
Company of 45 Commando 
in Arbroath, Tayside...; 

Mr Parchment, who arri¬ 
ved in court with h is girP 
friend Vanessa Tauh. 29. was 
appearing before Mr Justice 
Griffith Williams. QC in the 
first stage of legal action 
against the Seaetaxy of State 
for Defence for allegedly faff¬ 
ing to fulfil his duty of care. 

Yesterday’s arguments 
dealt with whether Mr Parch¬ 
ment’s claim should foil 
because die 1980 Limitation 
Act imposed a three-year time 
limit for compensation 
claims. John Mackenzie, for 
Mr Parchment, said that the 
Marine did not make a for¬ 


mal complaint until May 
1994, having gone absent 
without leave in 1989 after 
suffering mental and physical 
abuse. However he had only 
realised he was suffering 
from "significant personal in¬ 
jury” arising , from the racial 
abuse when he was diagnosed 
in 1996 with a psychiatric 
condition. 

Mr Parchment joined the 
Marines in 1987 and was 
discharged in June 1994. Mr 
Mackenzie said that, as "an 
unpleasant joke", he had been 
assigned to Zulu Company, 
which had the “wildest” 
reputation. 

The hearing continues. 



Parchment leaving court 
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Diana trustees defend 


law firm in fees furore 


‘Fat-cat* billing denied, report Frances Gibb and Emma Wilkins 


' it;, s i 


TRUSTEES of the Diana, 
Princess of Wales Memorial 
Fund said yesterday that they 
were “very satisfied" with the 
£500.000 legal bill for 11 
weeks' work for the fund. 

Rejecting criticism of the 

piarges run up by a team of 20 

lawyers from Mishcon de 
Reya, the trustees insisted the 
fees were “reasonable and 
appro priate” and denied re¬ 
ports that they were consider¬ 
ing changing companies. A 
statement noted that Mishcon 
de Reya’s charges had been 
“appropriately discounted". 

Mishcons launched its own 
defence with a statement say¬ 
ing the firm was “satisfied our 
fees are charged in a proper 
way^. The firm was “discount¬ 
ing its usual fees by 20 per 
cent which is equivalent to its 
normal profit margin" as “a 
contribution to the extraordi¬ 
nary nature of the memorial 
fund and the public's emotion¬ 
al commitment to it" 

Vivienne Party, a trustee, 
said: “The financial benefits 
from the commercial projects 
being established by Mishcon 


de Reya will massively out¬ 
weigh the cost of setting them 
up.” She denied that donations 
from members of the public 
were being used to line the 
pockets of “fat-cat lawyers ". 

“This is an absolute storm 
in a tea-cup,” she said. “Of 
course we will keep an eye on 
the fees, but we can't do 
something as big and complex 
as die memorial fund without 
the best legal advice.” Ms 
Parry, a former presenter of 
Tomorrow’s World and chari¬ 


ty fundraiser, said: “I would 
be upset if I thought the 
money was going on excessive 
lawyers'fees. I am not going to 
let people's money be spent 
in appropriately, but neither 
am I going Go let die fund 
suffer for lack of proper legal 
advice." 

Only about £50,000 of the 
firm's bills related to work 
sating up the fund. The rest 
arose from setting up commer¬ 
cial operations, which would 
go on to generate money for 
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the fund, Ms Parry said. 
Suggestions that the trustees 
were considering sacking 
Mishcon de Rqya were “abso¬ 
lutely wrong”, she added. 
John Jackson, the non-solidtor 
chairman of Mishcons, said: 
“We regret that this leaked 
document has been sensation¬ 
alised and we regret any 
distress this may have caused 
our client and the public at 
large. We are proud to be 
working for the memorial 
fond. All our bills are ap¬ 
proved by our client and die 
trustees of the fund have 
expressed their satisfaction 
with our services." 

The statement pointed out 
that Anthony Julius, who was 
the Princess’s lawyer and is 
engaged cm legal work for the 
fund, was “neither involved in 
setting the fees nor approving 
them” 

The fund was audited by 
Coopers & Lybrand and the 
legal fees would come under 
scrutiny with other costs in¬ 
curred by the fond, it said. The 
legal team's hourly rates 
would have ranged from £75 



Anthony Julius, the Princess’s lawyer, was not involved insetting the fees, Mishcon de Reya said yesterday 


for the most junior member to 
£300 for a partner. Taking an 
average of £100 per lawyer 
would mean an hourly charge 
to tiie fund of £ 2,000 for the 
team. Five hours' work a day 
for 11 weeks would total 
£550.000. The team, including 


five partners, has had to 
establish the legal status of the 
fund as a charity, set up its 
administration and advise the 
trustees cm its structure. It has 
had to establish the legal basis 
for commercial . and . fund¬ 
raising activitities — some 


1,500 projects are currently 
being looked at 
The lawyers have had to 
negotiate for the fond to 
achieve maximum returns, es¬ 
tablish proper licences and 
help to establish intellectual 
property rights over the late 


Princess's name and image. 
Ms Parry said: “If you are 
doing something like this, you 
have to do it properly. You 
can’t expect to pop into a local 
high street solicitors and ask 
them to do international copy¬ 
right law. 
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‘Fancy-pants’ 
billing raises 
legal eyebrows 


By Our Legal Correspondent 


WHEN Diana. Princess of 
Wales, died, lawyers were 
fond of jealously pointing out 
that Anthony Julius must be 
in mourning — for the loss of 
his best client 

But tiie work in connection 
with her estate and the 
£35 million memorial fond 
continued to guarantee a 
steady income for his firm. 
Mishcon de Reya. 

The question in legal rirdes 
yesterday, however, was 
whether Mishcon had over¬ 
stepped the marie One senior 
City lawyer said: “I believe 
they are a bit fancy-pants with 
their approach to costs. They 
are not subject to the same 
pressures on costs as many 
other City law firms whose 
corporate dients demand spe¬ 
cial rates for bulk work. For a 
special job like this, they 
could charge top rates.” 

Another senior lawyer said: 
“Their fees are a bit on the 
high side, but nothing out of 
the ordinary” 

One lawyer said: “Law 
firms work on the basis that a 
solicitor can charge for four to 
five hours a day. on average 
across the year. Mishcon may 
have had teams of people 
working 12 hours a day arid 
decided to charge for ten 
hours, which is actually twice 


image 
mane : 



r. four weeks’ work is 
1 to have cost £ 20.000 


what law firms normally 
charge." 

Eyebrows were raised at the 
cost of a marketing assistant 
Kate Day. a young solicitor 
working for Mishcon who 
handled the press for four 
weeks. One report indicates 
that tiie fund was billed 
£ 20,000 for her work. 

' Mishcnn’s work induded 
ensuring that the memorial 
fond receives royalties from 
T-shirts, mugs arid other gifts 
bearing tiie Princess’s name 
or image. It has also applied 
to establish Diana's name and 
as an official trade- 
ic is seeking 30 per cent 
royalties'from all items bear¬ 
ing her likeness and actin&to 
stop the sale of bogus goods. 

Other activities indude: 
dealing with commercial pro¬ 
posals to bring money into the 
fund, induding the Diana 
tribute album and Candle in 
the Wind 97 single; attempt¬ 
ing to block an unofficial film 
telling the story of Diana’s 
relationship with Dodi Fayed; 
and registering a Diana logo. 

David McIntosh, senior 
partner of Davies Arnold 
Cooper, one of the City law 
firms which has pioneered 
good charging practice, said: 
“There is bound to be outrage 
about these figures. But until 
one knows exactly how many 
people were involved and 
how many hours of work 
were put in, you can't say that 
It may not be unreasonable at 
all” 

He said that if would be 
advisable if Mr Julius were to 
place himself beyond criti¬ 
cism over costs. “He should 
say why his firm is charging 
what it is — and for what” 

The money is certainly wel¬ 
come at Mishcon. Within the 
legal profession it is known to 
have gone through a recent 
rough patch and despite 
healthy fees has lost 41 law¬ 
yers since 1992. 
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12 WELFARE REFORM _ 

Blair goes back 
to Beveridge in 
welfare campaign 


FIFTY years after the estab¬ 
lishment of cradle-to-grave so¬ 
cial security in 1948, the 
Government went back to 
Beveridge yesterday to explain 
its reasons for seeking root- 
and-branch reform of the sys¬ 
tem he inspired. 

Harriet Harman, the Social 
Security Secretary, published 
a synopsis of the Govern¬ 
ment's case for welfare re¬ 
form. with seven “focus files" 
highlighting faults in today's 
system and the need for ur¬ 
gent change. 

The pamphlets were 
launched with Tony Blair's 
first “welfare roadshow” to 
convince the public of the need 
for reform. They heavily 
emphasise the legacy of Wil¬ 
liam Beveridge, the Liberal 
politician whose [942 report 
into social insurance laid the 
foundations of the welfare 
state. 

"Beveridge's principles will 
remain central." the Cose for 
Welfare Reform states. "I. 
Society has a responsibility to 
help people in genuine need, 
who are unable to look after 
themselves; 2. Individuals 
have a responsibility to help 
provide for themselve when 
they can do so: 3. Work is the 
best route out of poverty for 
people who are able to 
work.. . The present system 
falls a long way short of these 
principles." 

Quoting Beveridge, the fo¬ 
cus file on The Evolution of 


Labour affirms 
its faith in 
the founding 
principles, 
writes Mark 
Henderson 

Sodal Security points out that 
his re pen never envisaged a 
benefit system that would trap 
claimants in poverty and dis¬ 
courage work. “Social security 
must be achieved by co-opera¬ 
tion between rhe State and the 
individual ... The State in 
organising security should not 
stifle incentive, opportunity, 
responsibility; in establishing 
a national minimum, it should 
leave room and encourage¬ 
ment for voluntary action by 
each individual 10 provide 
more than the minimum for 
himself and his family.” 

The documents, which will 
form the basis for a Green 
Paper on welfare reform, point 
to a failing system with spiral¬ 
ling costs, poverty traps and 
widespread fraud and abuse. 
"We have no choice but to 
reform the system. Reform 
will be driven by our princi¬ 
ples, not cuts-led. It is about 
delivering a more efficient 


system... It will be based on a 
fairer balance between rights 
and responsibilities: we will 
guarantee that people who 
can, should help to provide for 
themselves.” 

The system is attacked for 
"absorbing ever-increasing 
sums of public money, whilst 
poverty and sodal exclusion 
have soared". An extra £43 bil¬ 
lion was spent on sodal sec¬ 
urity in real terms between 
1979 and 1996. while the 
numbers living on less than 
half the average income rose 
from one in ten to one in five. 
In 1949, the first full year of the 
welfare state. 13*2 p of each 
pound spent by the Govern¬ 
ment went on social security. 
That figure had risen to 18p by 
1971 and 30p today. 

The cost of the welfare stale 
in 1949 — EI2 billion at today's 
prices — has increased nearly 
eightfold to almost £100 bil¬ 
lion. more than the health, 
education and law and order 
budgets put together. Yet be¬ 
tween 1979 and today, the 
share paid out to the pooresT 
fifth of households has fallen 
from 42 per cent 30 per cent 
today. The share going to the 
elderly has fallen from 54 per 
cent to 44 per cent, and a 
million pensioners do' not 
collect the income support to 
which they are entitled. 

The documents highlight 
the "benefit trap”, under 
which an estimated 360,000 
people face effective marginal 
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Field points to ' 
end of ‘ration j 

book’approach 


William Beveridge envisaged a system that would not stifle the incentive to work 


tax rates of 80 per cent or more 
if they return to work, and the 
Byzantine rules regarding in¬ 
work benefits that discourage 
many unemployed people 
from trying to find a job. 
Disabled people, too, are dis¬ 
couraged from seeking jobs 
because many disability bene¬ 
fits. notably incaparity benefit, 
penalise work. 

Benefit fraud, as confirmed 
by a report published yester¬ 
day by the National Audit 
Office, is endemic, and the 
estimated £4 billion a year lost 
to fraud could pay for 100 new 
large hospitals. 

The seven focus files exam¬ 
ine present practice in the 


welfare state, its history and 
five particular kinds of benefit 
— for the unemployed, far the 
sick and disabled, for pension¬ 
ers. for families with childen 
and to help with housing costs. 

The alarming facts high¬ 
lighted by the focus files 
include: 

□ Only New Zealand among 
western nations has a higher 
percentage of families headed 
by an unemployed single 
parent. 

□ Spending on disability 
benefits has grown from less 
than £8 billion in 1981 to 
£24 billion today. 

□ Spending on housing bene¬ 
fit has risen by an average II 


per cent a year since deregula¬ 
tion of private rents in 1989. 

□ The percentage of children 
living in workless households 
rose from 7 per cent in 1979 to 
21 per cent in 1994-95. The 
proportion of children in 
households with less than half 
the average income rose from 
10 per cent in 1979 to 32 per 
cent in 1994-95. 

Copies of the Case for Welfare 
Reform and the seven focus 
files are available free from 
the Department of Sodal 
Security bv calling 0181 867 
3201. 

Leading article and 
Letters, page 21 


ByJjll Sherman, chief 

FRANK FIELD called yester¬ 
day for a greater partnership 
between the private and public 
sector over welfare provision, 
saying that a Big Bang ap¬ 
proach to welfare reform was 
no longer tenable. 

The Minister for Welfare. 
Reform, appointed by Tony 
Blair to draw up wide-ranging 
changes to the benefits system, 
said that Government strategy 
was to continue the principal 
aim of reform designed by 
Lloyd George and Beveridge 
to ensure that more people 
had welfare cover. But the 
definition of welfare would 
have to change,’ as well as the 
means by which it was 
delivered. 

Delivering the Keith Joseph 
Memorial Lecture In London, 
he said: “The first two great 
welfare reform drives this 
century were about extending 
government-provided cover¬ 
age. As I have said, our 
objective is also about extend¬ 
ing coverage — but the ap¬ 
proach will not be simply to 
extend government-provided 
coverage. 

“We want to build partner¬ 
ships between the public and 
private sectors, with our plans 
for stakeholder pensions in the 
vanguard of this movement. 

“The ration-book approach 
to welfare coverage is not seen 
try the Government or, more 
importantly, by a growing 
proportion of the counfry as 
either a viable or desirable 
approach." 

Mr Field, who drew up a 


POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

blueprint for reform before he 
was appointed to the Social 
Security Department, ap¬ 
peared to back down from 
imposing . an immediate 
reorganisation of welfare 
provision. 

The minister, who has 
backed ideas for compulsory 
pensions and compulsory in¬ 
surance for long-term care, 
made dear that any proposals 
would have to be . widely 
consulted on and would take 
several Parliaments to carry 
through. 

“I do not think that a Big 
Bang approach is the right one 
for welfare reformers today. A 
search for a single compelling 
solution to the problems of 
welfare dependency is certain 
to be a fruitless one. There is 
no simple panacea, no philos¬ 
opher’s stone there to be found 
if only we search long 
enough." 
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Field says there is 
no simple panacea 
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TONY BLAIR is right to take 
personal charge of the welfare 
debate — by chairing the new 
Cabinet committee and lead¬ 
ing a national tour to sell 
reform to the public, and to the 
Labour Party. The Gommons 
revolt over lone parent bene¬ 
fits and the subsequent confu¬ 
sion had threatened to under¬ 
mine the review. Mr Blair’s 
analysis in his Dudley speech 
last night of what is wrong 
now was impeccable: it is not 
supporting many in genuine 
need, is not helping all those 
into work who can work and is 
not encouraging personal re¬ 
sponsibility. Hemadea strong 
case for change, but in what 
direction? The guarantees he 
offered are necessary political¬ 
ly, to reassure pensioners and 
after the lone parents row, but 
they do not help to define what 
the main options for reform 
will be. 

Mr Blair said he wanted to 
“do for the welfare state what 1 
did for Clause Four". It is an 
intriguing parallel, but a mis¬ 
leading one. The rewriting of 
Clause Four was a dramatic 
political initiative — which did 
more to establish his leader¬ 
ship than any other event But 
for all his boldness, it was a* 
relatively straightforward ex¬ 
ercise. All the defenders of the 
old Clause Four had to lose 
was their prejudices. Their 
incomes were not affected. 

By contrast welfare reform 
is not straightforward. There 
is no simple question to be 
voted for or against and a vast 
array of benefits may be 
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affected. There are two 
choices: Big Bang or gradual¬ 
ism. It has been easier to 
create programmes through a 
Big Bang and to modify, and 
dismantle, them gradually. As 
Frank Field, Minister for‘Wel¬ 
fare Reform, argued in his 
.Keith Joseph^Memorial Lec¬ 
ture last night, the’two major 
welfare advances this century 
— the Lloyd George proposals 
of 1908-11 and the Beveridge 
national insurance plan of 
194546 — were introduced as 
a Big Bang. This also hap¬ 
pened with the nationalisation 
legislation of 50 years ago. 

But reforming existing pro¬ 
grammes is harder. The 
Thatcher Government was a 
model of Fabian gradualism, 
trying to create a public mood 
in favour of change then 
moving step by step. The 
classic example was its series 
of acts on trade union law. 
virtually every two years dur¬ 
ing the 1980s. They succeeded 
where the Big Bang approach 
of the Heath Governmoit on 
industrial relations in the ear¬ 
ly 1970s had failed. Nigel 
Lawson was a successful expo¬ 
nent of a step-by-step ap¬ 
proach over tax reform -and 
privatisation. The latter only 
gradually developed and, after 
the success of early flotations 
like British Telecom, the pro¬ 
gramme was widened to in¬ 
clude industries previously 


regarded as impossible to sell. 
In the. last Parliament. Peter 
Liliey was a successful gradu¬ 
alist in reshaping, and slow¬ 
ing the growth of. the social 
security budget. 

Last night Mr Held persua¬ 
sively argued against a Big 
Bang because the existing 
structure of welfare benefits is 
so complicated — with people 
having different needs — that 
"a search" for a single, compel- 
,ling solution to the problems 
of-welfare dependency is cer¬ 
tain to be a fruitless one". But 
a gradualist approach will 
only work if the general direc¬ 
tion is dear. At present, it is 
not. There are several, compet¬ 
ing approaches. Gordon 
Brown has already put one in 
place with his Welfare to Work 
proposals to aid those out of 
work or in low-paid jobs. 
Harriet Hannan has talked 
about an “affluence test" in 
deriding benefits. This is not 
just a voter-friendly way of 
saying means test It would 
mainly apply to those well up 
the income scale rather than 
those in the overlap between 
benefits and work. 

Mr Field has long advocat¬ 
ed extending the insurance 
principle. The Government 
will not be able to take the 
initiative in the welfare debate 
until it moves beyond Mr 
Blair’s vague, and generally 
agreed, goals and resolves 
these key strategic questions — 
before introducing detailed 
changes gradually. 

Peter Riddell 
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SERBIA faced crisis cm three 
fronts yesterday as Slobodan 
Milosevic, the dictatorial Yu¬ 
goslav President, came under 
personal anack from Robert 
Gelbard, the US envoy to the 
Balkans. 

To the west, Serbia was 
braced for a refugee influx as 
the United Nations formally 
pulled out of Croatia's Eastern 
Slavonia region, where for the 
past two years the UN’s 
transitional administration 
has protected the last signifi¬ 
cant Serb minority on Cro¬ 
atian soiL Under the 
unpredictable rule of Zagreb, 
many of the 100.000 Serbs 
there may choose to Dee across 
the Danube to Serbia, where 
they will be a severe economic 
strain. 

To the southwest. Milo 
Djukanovic, a liberal reform¬ 
ist backed by Washington, 
was sworn in as the President 
of Montenegro, Serbia's sister 
state in what remains rtf 
Yugoslavia. His drive to priva¬ 
tise industry and free the 
economy of Belgrade's stultify¬ 
ing yoke is naturally building 
a ground swell of local senti¬ 
ment in favour of complete 
independence. Mr Djuka¬ 
novic also has the power to 
block attempts by Mr 
Milosevic to consolidate pow¬ 
er in his new' post of federal 
President. 

More bad Tidings came 
from the south, where the 
Macedonian media reported 
that ethnic Albanians chimed 
responsibility for bomb at¬ 
tacks. including one on Mace¬ 
donia’s only signjjicanr-Serb 
population. They quoted 
Swiss-based commanders o'f 
the shadowy Kosovo libera¬ 
tion Army, a force which now 
appears big and organised 
enough to cause debilitating 
civil conflict 

On top of all this. Mr 
Milosevic's regime received a 


Tom Walker on 


the threat from 


refugees, ethnic 


unrest and 


secessionists 


stinging rebuke from Mr 
Gelbard. who hlamed him 
and his Socialist protege. 
\lomrr Bularovic, for foment¬ 
ing riots in Montenegro. For¬ 
ty-four injured policemen 
were recovering yesterday in 
Podgorica, the capital, after 
hired Socialist mobs stormed 
die government offices of Mr 
Djukanovic. Washington and 
international monitors insist 
he is the legitimately elected 
successor to Mr Bulatmic. 

“The American Govern¬ 
ment is deeply concerned and 
the international community 
deeply offended by the abso¬ 
lutely outrageous behaviour 
by outgoing President Bula- 
tovic in inciting these riots," 
Mr Gelbard stud in Belgrade. 
Mr Milosevic, he said, was 
“responsible for supporting 
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these dmonsiratinns and for 
not restraining his colleague". 

The Eastern Slavonia'ques¬ 
tion is a: least out of Mr 
Milosevic's hands, the fate of 
Serbs there determined by 
how much pressure Washing¬ 
ton maintains an Zagreb to 
respect human rights. Bur for 
Mr Milosevic, champion of 
greater Serbia, whose forces in 
1991 fianened the Slavonian 
pan of Vukavar. “cleansing" 
the area of Croats, yesterday's 
handover and the lowering of 
the Serb flag cm the Danube 
was a bitter pill. 

At the peak of its pon ers, the 
UN had 5,000 heavily armed 
troops in the area. With a new 
UN police fora* of just ISO 
observers, however, many 
Serbs are umvillme to wait 
and discover if they have been 
forgiven for the "cleansing" of 
1991. and UN sources in 
Belgrade said up to.JtXJ fam¬ 
ilies a day have been leav ing, 
with villages on the former 
frontline virtually abandoned. 

In Montenegni. there was 
an ominous calm. While Mr 
Djukanovic was sworn into 
office in the ander.t royal 
capital of Cerinje. Mr 
Bulatovic's followers vowed to 
ignore his rule and found ever 
more fantastic excuses for the 
riots of Wednesday night, 
which they blamed on the 
police. 

In Belgrade, state radio 
claimed chat rogue foreign 
police units had somehow 
been involved: the evidence 
coming from a Bulaiovic aide 
who claimed he heard an 
Italian special forces officer 
saying pronto. 

With a near-bankrupt econ¬ 
omy, Mr Milosevic has little 
chance of wheeling his decrep¬ 
it army into effective action, 
either in quelling the restive 
Albanians or forcing Monte¬ 
negrins to abandon their 
evolving plans for secession. 



Police slop gay activists displaying a banner before the Pope in Rome yesterday as they protest against the “intolerance" of homosexuality 


Scuffles erupt as Rome gays picket the Pope 


From Richard Owen 

IV ROME. 


j GAY demonstrators yesterday staged 
i a protest against “Roman Catholic 
persecution of homosexuals" and pick¬ 
eted the Pope as he made the first visit 
by a pontiff to Rome's city hall for 32 
years. 

There were scuffles as demonstra¬ 
tors shouted “shame, shame" when 
the Pope appeared on the balcony of 


the Renaissance civic building at the 
Campidogiio. Incensed spectators 
shouted back “cretins" as the demon¬ 
strators — one wearing a fur coat, high 
heels and bright red lipstick — were 
hustled away fay police. 

The Pope.” 77. w ho appeared not to 
notice the protest just below him. said 
Rome should be a “lighthouse of 
liberty and justice" for the millenni¬ 
um. Flanked by Francesco Rutdli. the 
Mavor of Rome, and Cardinal 


Camillo RuinL the Vicar of Rome, the 
Pope — who next week travels to Cuba 
— moved slowly but unaided and 
spoke in a slurred but strung voice 
despite his physical dedine, attributed 
to Parkinson's disease. He referred to 
the “negative" aspects of modern-day 
“cosmopolitan Rome” and noted that 
a large proportion of its population 
consisted of "non-believers" He said 
his visit showed that "both lay and 
Christian" Rome, which he refereed to 


repealedly as "my dry", were united in 
preparing for the year 2000 , which 
had a “wholly Christian meaning". 

Franco GriflinL head of Arrigay. the 
homosexual organisation, said the 
Pope had “no moral authority for us". 
He said activists from around the 
world were preparing for a “Year 2000 
Gay March" in Rome to focus atten¬ 
tion on the fact that “Italy's Catholic 
culture forces gays to hide away or 
commit suidde”. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Russian jet 
j intercepts 
Britons 


Moscow: A light plane piloted 
by two Britons was forced-To 
land in Kaliningrad by a 
Russian fighter jet. The plane 
had crossed into Russian air¬ 
space and was heading for 
Poland when intercepted. 

Tass said tine two Britons, 
aged 40 and 45. explained that 
they had been flying from Es¬ 
tonia to England via Latvia 
and Lithuania but a problem 
with their flight computer 
made it difficult to follow 
their route. Kaliningrad is a 
military area. (Reuters; 


Canada recovers 
century’s 




worst ice storm 


From Richard Cleroux in Ottawa 


% Staff bypass 


Wadiingtoo: A ring which 
smuggled in more than 500 
nurses from the Philippines 
and South Korea — to cash in 
on the shortage of trained staff 
— has been broken by govern¬ 
ment agents. 



Kenya epidemic 

Nairobi: Doctors and politi¬ 
cians have demanded emer¬ 
gency action to contain Rift 
Valley fever in flood swept 
northeastern Kenya and 
southern Somalia, where 
5,000 people have died. {AFP) 




Defence first 


Monrovia: Liberia plans to 
spend almost 82 per cent of its 
1998 budget on defence. 
Other items include 7.6 per 
cent on education. 6.4 per cent 
on health and 4.2 per cent on 
agriculture. {AFP) 


Tajik war fears 


Moscow: Fears that Tajikis¬ 
tan's civil war may reignite 
grew as Muslim opposition 
representatives walked out of 
a national reconciliation com¬ 
mission set up to prepare for 
elections. (AP) 


MONTREAL reopened for 
business yesterday, ten days 
after the worst ice storm of the 
century. Schools in Ottawa 
were open and school buses 
running again as city crews 
made the streets passable for 
traffic. 

However, in rural areas of 
Quebec, particularly a large 
area south of Montreal known 
as the Triangle of Darkness, 
more than 700,000 people 
were still without electricity 
and heat. Entire towns were 
deserted and guarded by 
police and some of the 12.400 
Canadian soldiers that had 

been pressed into __ 

service. 

No more 
deaths were re¬ 
ported overnight, 
despite tempera¬ 
tures as low as 
-27C (-17F), but a 
family south or 
Montreal was 
found trapped in 
an isolated farm, 
sleeping in their 


6 The concert 
beat playing 
cards or 
working on a 
jigsaw 
puzzle? 


snow suits and almost frozen 
to death. Two of the children 
were treated in hospital for 
food poisoning. 

There was some cheerful 
news, however. The Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra trav¬ 
elled 40 miles south of the city 
lo the town of St Hyarinthe 
where it gave a free, benefit 
concert for the 1.000 people 
who had been forced to stay in 
an emergency shelter. 

The orchestra members 
knew local tastes and brought 
the house down with Blue 
Danube , Bolero and the Wil¬ 
liam Tell Overture. There was 
no Wagner or Mahler... 

It was nor enough, however, 
for one young man, who said 
he would have preferred a rap 
group to a classical orchestra. 
“It sure beats playing another 
game of cards or working on 


my jigsaw puzzle." one elderly 
man Told a radio interviewer 
afterwards. 

Luden Bouchard, the Prime 
Minister of Quebec, has been 
holding daily emergency cabi¬ 
net meetings in Montreal. He 
said in an interview that last 
Saturday night, at the height 
of the storm, Montreal nar¬ 
rowly escaped a total blackout. 

The city and its three million 
inhabitants were down to their 
last 735kV power line. If that 
line had gone it would hare 

provoked a domino effect, 

with the entire system collaps¬ 
ing. Hydro Quebec officials 

_ watched the line 

and prayed 
through the 
night that it 
would not come 
crashing down 
as well.” 

Mr Bouchard 
said that if the 
last line had 
gone, the water¬ 
works. the sub¬ 
way and entire 


life of the city would have 
come to a standstill and hospi¬ 
tals, jails and three million 
people would have been evac¬ 
uated during the night in the 
freezing cold. 

Yesterday engineers' man¬ 
aged to reach some parts of 
Quebec near the US border 
that hare been without power. 
Electricity from Quebec is 
being sent to Boston, rerouted 
to Vermont, across to New 
York State and back into 
Quebec, where cross-border 
lines are still standing. 

Repair crews had connected 
another 100.000 people and 
Andri: Caille, president of 
Hydro Quebec, said that by 
January 26 everyone in Que¬ 
bec would be reconnected, 
"Until then, we will hare to 
continue doing the best we 
can," he said. 



Belgian murder hunt thwarted 

■ ■< < - ■ _.L. .11 Jimnwinwl fnrvm i nr > n» than fr 


Brussels: Belgian investiga¬ 
tions info the case of Andras 

Pandy, the Hungarian-bom 

Protestant: priest accused of 
murdering five members of 
his family, have been thwart¬ 
ed by the discovery that bones 
found at one of his houses do 
not come fi»m any of them. 

Mr Pandy, a naturalised 
Belgian, was arrested last 
October and charged with 
murdering his two former 
wires and: three of. their 


children, who all disappeared 
in the 1980s. He denies the 
charges, although his daugh¬ 
ter Agnes, also charged .with 
murder or assisting rn mur¬ 
der, has given details of how 
the alleged crimes were com¬ 
mitted. 

Jos Colpin, spokesman for 
the Brussels public prosecu¬ 
tor, said DNA tests on re¬ 
mains found in the freezer at 
one of Mr Bandy'S homes 
showed that they had come 


four 


from more than 
people. iReuters) 

□ Paris: The parents of Me¬ 
lissa Russo, right, one of the 
alleged victims of. Marc 
Dutroux, the convicted Bel¬ 
gian paedophile, accused the 
Brussels authorities of.want¬ 
ing to cover up the case. In an 
interview with Paris Match, 
Carine and Gino Russo al¬ 
leged the Belgian authorities 
were pretending that Dutroux 
a ct ed atone. 
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Public mood swings to Clinton as Jones 


THE TIMES.FRIDAY JANUARY 16 1998 ..^ 

er dav in court 


T he most gripping legal 
cases have the quality 
of a John Grisham 
thriller — the potential to 
backfire suddenly on the pro¬ 
tagonist who seemed so as¬ 
sured of winning. That is the 
growing risk that Paula Jones 
is running by insisting on her 
day in court 

President Clinton will to¬ 
morrow give his first sworn 
testimony in denying Ms 
Jones’s allegations that he 
asked her to perform oral sex 
in a hotel suite in Little Rock 
in 1991 when he was Governor 
of Arkansas and she was a 
state employee. Her lawyers 
will interrogate him under 
oath from his lawyers' offices, 
rather than the White House; 



AMERICAN 

AGENDA 


I.br'oiQwen 

ifmbDox 


the venue was changed when 
it emerged that she is likely to. 
attend, to prevent pictures of 
her on presidential sofl. Mr 


Clinton this week told US 
Nevis and World Report it 
was “probably” inevitable 
that the trial, scheduled to 
start on May 27, would go 
ahead. “I just by to put it over 
in a little box and go on and 
do my work,** he said. He has 
denied her claims, and says he 
cannot remember if he ever 
met her. 

Although there is recurrent 
talk of settlements — the 
figures range from $750,000 
{E46QJXH)) to $2 million — this 
is shadow boxing while Ms 
Jones insists on an apology 
which the President will never 
give. But Mr Clinton can 
afford to fed more optimistic 
in private than that resigned 
tone implies. He retires in 


2000 and the room for polit¬ 
ical damage is negligible 
even the potential for further 
personal embarrassment is 
dighL 

As far as anatomical revela¬ 
tions go, the comic value of 
Ms Jones’s claim that his 
genitals have “distinguishing 
characteristics" is dissipating. 
Late-night comedians have 
tired of the rumours that the 
President's penis has a kink in 
it after his doctors’ vigorous 
denials. 

As for the less explicit 
pklure Ms Jones wants to 
paint — of Mr Clinton as a 
compulsive womaniser — it is 
history. It is true that her 
lawyers wifi attempt to ddve 
into the details of the Presi¬ 


dent's sexual past. But in the 
confessional tradition of 
American politics, voters pro¬ 
nounced forgiveness on Mm 
at the last election. 

Sceptics believe that the 
recent “sneaked” pictures of 
him dancing on die beach 
with Hillary were manufac¬ 
tured by the spinmdsters; 
even if so, the photographs 
have successfully restored the 
romance to the public image 
of the First Couple. Ms Jones 
will also be vulnerable to the 
perception that she has taken 
the President away from the 
business of leading the free 
world; the trial is set to 
coincide with important de¬ 
bates on Nato expansion and 
US troops in Bosnia. It does 


not hdp Ms Jones that she let 
years go by before filing suit, 
too long to bring a charge of 
sexual harassment She has 
been forced instead to daim 
that Mr Clinton Infringed her 
rivfl rights* a legal device 
which, m general, many Re¬ 
publicans dislike. 

A bove all, the trial itsdf 
may cast a harsh spot¬ 
light on Ms Jones her- 
selt If she escapes question¬ 
ing about her own sexual 
history.in the case against Mr 
Clinton, she may not do so in 
separate suits about state 
troopers’ evidence. Even those 
supportive of her case, none¬ 
theless, ask whether the al¬ 
leged offence warrants sacri¬ 


ficing so much privacy and 
peace of mind. ... ■ 

It remains entirely credible 
that she suffered some kind of 
unwanted . sexual advance. 
She is not the implausible, 
unsympathetic p la int i ff that 
some made her out to be — in 
the famous phrase, a woman 
“with big hair out of the trailer 
parks”. She has a striking 
. presence; with her. pale face, 
wavy locks mid prominent 
mouth, she has a passing 
resemblance to Janey Morris, 
wife of William, whose pre- 
Raphadite beauty was cele¬ 
brated in a recent Tate Gallery 
exhibition. 

But .Ms Janes now seems 

captured by a delusion of how 

this drama wifi play out She 


needs the unanimous support 

• of a 12 person jury to win. and 
even if she were awarded 
damages, it is far from clear 
that jurors would or could 
direct the President to 
apologise. 

Yet Ms Jones appears to be 
gripped by the vision of what 
b a political near-imposribik 
iiy: that the President of the 
United States will apologise to 
her in six months’ time in 
front of the world's tdevisioo 
cameras, like the late Diana. 
Princess of Wales, she may 
find that publicity, particular¬ 
ly of the self-inflicted variety, 
is a doubteedged sword. 

Ms Jones will have her day 
in court, it now seems, but she 
may regret iL 


Cook says 
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tobacco 

company 

By Bronwen Maddox 

AMERICA’S second-larg¬ 
est cigarette manufacturer, 
RJR Reynolds, targeted 
smokers as young as 13 in 
an effort to ding to its 
shrinking market share, 
secret company papers 
have disclosed. The 81 doc¬ 
uments. spanning 1973 to 
1990, appear to contradict 
the company's repeated 
public statements that it 
had not aimed its market¬ 
ing at young people. 

Allegations that tobacco 
companies have systemati¬ 
cally tried to hook young 
smokers are one of the 
most controversial strands 
in lawsuits against the 
industry. Last year leading 
tobacco companies agreed 
to pay $368.5 billion to state 
governments in return for 
immunity from lawsuits. 

Release of the docu¬ 
ments, obtained by mem¬ 
bers of Congress from law 
firms suing the industry, 
may strengt h en the hand of 
those who argue that Con¬ 
gress should not write the 
settlement into law without 
toughening the penalties. 

One RJR document, 
from a board of directors’ 
meeting on September 30. 
1974. says young people 
“represent tomorrow’s cig¬ 
arette business". A market-. 
ing vice-president said: “As 
this 14-24 age group ma¬ 
tures, they will account for 
a key share of the total 
cigarette volume over the 
next 25 years." 

The presentation noted 
that Philip Morris’s Marl¬ 
boro brand was having 
markedly more success in 
winning young people. Re¬ 
cent research shows that up 
to 89 per cent of smokers 
start smoking by age 18. 
and that smokers are ex¬ 
tremely loyal to their 
brands. 

Last year RJR voluntari¬ 
ly agreed to end its eight- 
year Joe Camel cartoon 
advertising campaign after 
federal officials said it ap¬ 
pealed to children. 


By Bronwen Maddox 


ROBIN COOK delivered a 
stem lecture to the United 
Slates yesterday, saying that 
its policy of isolating Iran was 
futile, even counter-produc¬ 
tive, and that its sanctions 
laws risked undermining the 
transatlantic alliance. 

The Foreign Secretary, on a 
one-day visit to Washington 
marking the start of the Brit¬ 
ish presidency of the Euro¬ 
pean Union, said: “Iran is one 
issue where the United Slates 
and the EU find it hard to see 
eye to eye. We share many 
common aims, but have failed 
to agree on a common 
prescription." 

The target of Mr Cook's 
attack was America's Iran- 
Libya Sanctions Act. which 
aims to penalise any company 
worldwide that trades with 
those countries. The act “has 
an extra-territorial impact on 
legitimate business which is 
unacceptable", he said. “We 
and our EU partners cannot 
forge a new partnership with 
the US on Iran while we are 
looking down the barrel of the 
Sanctions Act gun." 

In front of a European 
Institute audienoe, he argued 
that America’s current policy 
of isolating Iran was not the 
right response. It “won’t help 
the advocates of change in 
Iran or advance our concerns 
about human rights", he said. 
Nor will economic sanctions 
“have any serious effects on 
Iran’s attempts to acquire 
weapons of mass destruction". 

Mr Cook, adding that Euro¬ 
peans were “not naive about 
the dangers posed by Iran”, 
called for an expansion of the 
inspection powers of the Inter¬ 


national Atomic Energy Au¬ 
thority and for more intrusive 
inspections under the Biologi¬ 
cal Weapons Convention. 

Mr Cook’s tough language 
came in a speech that other¬ 
wise emphasised the strength 
of the transatlantic partner¬ 
ship. Britain under the Labour 
Government was playing a 
strong role in Europe that 
allowed it to be a more 
effective partner for the US. he 
said. He credited the transat¬ 
lantic partnership with suc¬ 
cess in Bosnia — “together, we 
stopped a war" — and 
emphasised that . “Britain 
stands four-square” with the 
US in insisting that Iraq 
comply with United Nations 
Security Council resolutions. 

In a direct echo of the 
Clinton ‘ Administration’s 
view. Mr Cook said that the 
enlargement of Nato and the 
EU formed a double guaran¬ 
tee that Europe would remain 
at peace. 

Addressing US concerns 
over Turkey, he said that 
ensuring Turkey finds the 
right place in the process of 
EU enlargement was a priori¬ 
ty. But he said firmly that its 
EU candidacy would be 
judged by the same criteria as 
that of any other country: 
development of a market econ¬ 
omy. democratic government 
and human rights. 

Mr Cook, envisaging “a 
single market that stretches 
from Belfast to Budapest”, 
said: “We have got rid of the 
Iron Curtain. We must make 
sure that it is not replaced by a 
Velvet Curtain, dividing the 
prosperous nations inside the 
EU from the rest." 



The spaceman: John Glenn in 1962 when he orbited Earth three times and used manual controls to pilot his stricken capsule out of danger 

Glenn, 76, lobbies for space trip “ ighfBer 
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FROM Tom Rhodes in Washington 


SENATOR John Glenn, who 
in 1962 became the first Ameri¬ 
can to orbit the Earth, is 
expected to become the first 
pensioner in space. Nasa. the 
space agency, is dose to 
offering the 76-year-old one 
last mission, this time aboard 
tiie space shuttle for experi¬ 
ments in weightlessness to 
study how the body ages. 

“We have not made a firm 
derision yet." said Michael 
Braukus of Nasa. “We are re¬ 
viewing all factors to assess 
whether the mission is viable." 

There are no age restrictions 
for astronauts and Daniel 
Goldin, the Nasa administra¬ 
tor, is said to favour the idea of 
giving tiie man first known for 
having the "right stuff" a 
swansong in space. President 
Clinton, indebted to Mr Glenn 
both for his staunch cam¬ 
paigning during the last elec¬ 
tion and his calm presence at 
congressional hearings into 
irregular fundraising, is said 
to bade the voyage. 

Mr Glenn left the space 
programme in 1964 and was 
elected a Democratic senator 
for Ohio a decade later. He 


retires from the Senate at the 
end of the year and has 
steadfastly dogged scientists 
at the National Institutes of 
Health to urge that Nasa take 
him on as a payload specialist 
aboard a shuttle flight He 
could be included in the 
manifest for Discover)'- sched¬ 
uled for lift-off from the Ken¬ 
nedy Space Centre in October 
— 36 years after he orbited 
Earth in his Mercury capsule. 
Friendship VU. 

Mr Glenn never flew in 
space again after that Febru¬ 
ary when he circled Earth 
three times. Both President 
Kennedy and Nasa were 
afraid that losing such a 
national icon to a fatal acci¬ 
dent could endanger the US 
programme when the race to 
the Moon with the Soviet 
Union was yet to be won. 

A Marine fighter pilot in the 
Second World War. Mr Glenn 
flew 59 missions in the Pacific. 
He flew 90 combat missions in 
Korea and, in his career, won 
eight Distinguished Flying 
Crosses. In 1957, when a test 
pilot, he set a record of three 
hours and 23 minutes for the 



The senator goes into 
retirement this year 

flight between Los Angeles 
and New York, and two years 
later was among six chosen 
for the Mercury, astronaut 
programme. 

Although Alan Shepard 

and Virgil Grissom became 
the first Americans in space in 
1961 and Yuri Gagarin, who 
later died in a plane crash, 
blazed tire trail for the Rus¬ 
sians. Mr Glenn's trip was 
fraught with problems. When 
his automatic re-entry guid¬ 
ance systems failed, he be¬ 
came the first man to pilot his 
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way through : space using 
manual controls.. Failure to 
control die' capsule would 
have led to a burnout and 
instant death. ... 

Mr Glenn has done every¬ 
thing he can to strengthen the 
case for a second flight He. 
has passed the annual Nasa. 
physical, . speed-walks two . 
miles «very. day. and lifts ' 
weights at his hniry* in potD- 
mac. Maryland. He still .pilots 
a Beechcraft Baron, and seta 
speed record two years ago. 

In the next few months Mr 
Glenn would be expected to 
train at the Johnson Space 
Centre, Houston, to reach a 
fitness level suitable for flight 

He would not be the first 
politician to fly aboard the 
shuttle; Senator Jake Gain 
and Congressman Bill Nelson 
went up on different flights in 
1985. Nasa has refused to fly 
civilians snee the 1986 Chal¬ 
lenger accident that killed 
Christa McAuliffe, a teacher, 
and six astronauts. By the 
time of the October flight Mr 
Glenn would be 77, easily 
passing the record of Story 
Musgrave. who flew in 1996 
when 61. 

leading axtide, pzq^ 21 


Washington: John Glenn be¬ 
long to that rare breed of 
astronauts who remained in 
the limelight while most of 
his former colleagues either 
die d or r etired info.obscnrfty 
(Tom Rhodes writes). ■ ' j 

Ahui: Shepard, the first , 
American in space, no long-'; 
er-gjvts interviews from ite 
Honda-retreat Virgfl “Gus” 1. 
Grissom, the second to man a \ 
Mercury mission, was one of ; 
three-killed in Nasals Apollo ! 
One fire in 1967. 

Others, such as Scott Car- : 
pen ter, became business con- i 
suliants. Nefl Armstrong, the 
first man on the Moon, was 
in 1989 drafted onto a presi¬ 
dential pud which advises . 
the Government on space 
shuttle projects. 

Buzz Aldrin is now a sci¬ 
ence consultant and writer, 
and Jim Loved, commander 
of die flJ-fatrd Apollo 13, 
wrote a highly successful 
book of his mission that later 
became a film starring Tom 
Hanks. 



Murderess looks to God 
as execution day nears 


Journey poses threat to heart * 
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Larry King interviewing Karla Tucker at Gatesville jafl in Texas 


From TVnku Varadar/uan 

IN NEW YORK 

KARLA FAYE TUCKER, who win 
next month become the first woman 
to be executed in Texas since the 
Civil War if her sentence is not 
commuted, has said her life "gets a 
little more exciting every day". 

Interviewed through a prison 
grille in Gatesville. Texas, by lany 
King for the CNN television net¬ 
work. Tucker, now a boro-again 
Christian, spoke of her faith in God, 
her drug-riddled past and of the 
"brutal murders" she committed 14 
years ago when she and her former 
boyfriend. Daniel Ryan Garrett 


murdered a couple in Houston. 
Tucker, now married to the church 
minister who counselled her, said 
her crime was the product of “a lot 
of drugs... I was just out of hand". 

Tucker claims she is now steered 
by God. Her demency appeal 
argues that her Christian faith has 
changed her so profoundly that she 
is now “a different person". She told 
Mr King: “God reached down 
inside of me and just literally 
uprooted all that stuff and took it 
out and poured himself in". Asked 
how she felt as February 3. the day 
of her execution by lethal injection, 
approached, she said: "Jt gets a tittle 
more exciting every day." 


BECAUSE John Glenn is 76, 
firing him into space would be 
an interesting scientific experi¬ 
ment, but ft is not one thar is 
likely to improve his chances 
erf a healthier and fitter old. 
age, and he may suffer irre¬ 
trievable heart musde loss. 

Muscle loss is a problem for 
all older people, whatever 
their lifestyle. The reason for 
its inevitability is unknown, 
but ft may well be related to 
the dwindling production of 
growth hormones. 

Whatever the cause, old 
people’s limbs become stick- 
like. their abdomens and 
chests expand and. more im¬ 
portantly. there is degener¬ 


BHH 


ILj 

.Medical briefing 
- 


ation of the musdes in the 
heart; so that its output per 
baa is reduced. The effects of 
tius would be accelerated by 
weightlessness. 

The heart rhythm in elderly 
people is also more likely to 
become irregular if subjected 
to various stimuli, which 
would include the excitement 
and the inevitable apprehen¬ 
sion that a rocket launch 


would induce. It is only a few 
months since the captain of 
the Russian space station Mir. 
considered old although he is 
only in his forties, suffered 
from an irregular heart 
rhythm when difficulties 
overwhelmed his craft. 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 
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Ratings emergency 
drives network to 
pay $850m for ER’ 


DAVID STKCK REUTERS 






THE alchemy of snappy writing, 
men in scrub® and fake blood has 
produced the richest deal yet for a 
grime-time television drama. 

V Twenty-two new episodes of 
ER .the long-running series set in a 
Chicago casualty department, haw 
been bought by NBC for an astonish¬ 
ing $850 million (£515 million). It 
guarantees Warner Brothers, which 
makes ER, profits of $200 million a 
year on the series for the next three 
years. 

George Clooney. Anthony Ed¬ 
wards. Julianna Marguiies and the 
other actors playing a host of 
attractive nurses and doctors axe. 
expected to demand vastly increased 
salaries as their agents contemplate a 
sevenfold increase in Warner Bras’ 
earnings for every hour of ER. For its 
first four years, the series cost a mere 
$2 million per episode. 

NBC. which has broadcast the 
1 programme since its conception four 
years ago, stunned rival networks as 
well as WaD Street in agreeing to the 
asking price of nearly a billion 
dollars after just a week of “cordial- 
negotiations. 


Programme-makers 
braced for actors’ 
pay demands as TV 
show breaks records, 
Giles Whitteil writes 

The deal follows a disastrous 
month for America's most profitable 
TV operation. In December Jerry 
Seinfeld, the star of his own lop-rated 
shram, deprived NBC of its other 
flagship series by announcing that 
his current series would be his last, 
despite being offered $5 million per 
episode to continue. This week the 
network lost broadcasting rights to 
American football for the first time in 
33 years. 

The huge sums paid, by all four 
networks reflect what one senior 
executive called'“a period of great 
desperation in television". Squeezed 
by mounting competition from cable 


and satellite networks. the bit! play¬ 
ers are being forced to pay wliatever 
producers dare to ask for the few 
television shows guaranteed to bring 
viewers in huge numbers 
NBC is now expected to lose up to 
$300,000 per episode of ER even 
though, with an average of 31 million 
affluent viewers z week, h com¬ 
mands over half a million dollars for 
a 30-second advertising slot. ER is 
still considered worth the price for 
the knock-on benefit of boosting 
ratings fee 1 the rest of the niehL 
ER “was cheap at any price", 
Dennis HolL a leading buyer of 
advertising air time, tokf yesterdays 
Los Angclcrs Times. “If you had to 
have hfain surgery, you wouldn’t 
negotiate the fee." 

Actresses such as Britain's Alex 
Kingston are expected to do just that, 
however. Currently on $50000 per 
episode of ER, she is suddenly in a 
position to command much more. 
Clooney, who earns nearly $200,000 
an hour, and Eduards, on $150,000, 
will have to delay demands for wage 
increases because of binding 
contracts. 



The cast of ER: George Clooney. Eriq La Salle. Sherry Stringfield (who has left the programme), Anthony Edwards, Gloria 
Reuben. Noah VYyle and Julianna Marguiies. Clooney and Edwards are paid $200,000 and $150,000 an hour respectively 
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nut Drug-abuse actor 
dti buys star treatment 
leaf at soft-regime jail 
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By Giles Whittell 


^ . CHRISTIAN SLATER, the ac- 
' ’. 1 tor and convicted drug abuser, 
‘ ^ .-has proved once ana for all 
ythat in California some in- 
mares are more equal than 
' ■‘ r - others. 

Sentenced to 90 days for 

- r assaulting his girlfriend and 

- ^ an officer after a drug binge. 

the Broken Arrow star began 
" J serving his time on Wednes¬ 
day at a minimum-security 
F. suburban jail where prisoners 
wear their ‘own clothes, eat 
. l x>r their own food and make 
.u. a. phone calls from their cells. 

t 1 . Fresh-faced and 28. Slater is 
. /i!iir paying $60 (£36> a night to 
; avoid the grim prison violence 
of Los Angeles Men* Central 


■fe 



^ Slater hit girifriend 
while high on drugs 


Jail. Instead he reported to La 
Verne correctional centre, nes¬ 
tled under the San Bernardino 
mountains. 30 miles east of 
Los Angeles. Here he will 
share a spacious 400sq ft cell 
with up to three others. 

The actor's three-month sen¬ 
tence had been delayed until 
after the Hollywood premiere 
of his latest film, a badly 
reviewed thriller entitled 
Hard Rain, which co-stars the 
British actress Minnie Driver. 
At the premiere Slater told 
reporters: “I’m just grateful to 
be here." At La Verne he will 
be grateful for a none-too- 
demanding regime; eight 
hours of paid chores a- day, 
aniohg them, washing police 
cars and mopping floors. 

As the-actor .was hustled in i 
by a back entrance, officials j 
fended off suggestions from a 
media throng at the front that 
he was getting star treatment. 
“This is nothing special." Cap¬ 
tain Ken Swank of the La 
Verne Police Department said. 
“We’ve had this trustee pro¬ 
gramme for dose to ten years. 
We make it available to all 
prisoners as long as we have 
room." 

In principle, salubrious jails 
are indeed available. They are 
usually foil, however, and few 
can afford motel rales for their 
whole sentence. 
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T he traditional, yet contemporary, look of a real wood floor, 
create, a warm, distinctive living atmosphere. Wonders' 
floors are ideal for raoH living areas, in both traditional and 
contemporary homes. 

Active families have special needs. Whandcra' floors make 
cleaning and care easy. Simply vacuum or wipe over wtm a damp 
mop to restore your floor to Its natural beauty. 

To this Style and practicality. Wlcanders add warmth. «ats*h and 
guaranteed durability, reflected by our 10 year wear iiiiAHU).. 

Call us now and see why Wicandera and Woodstock must be 
your first chnfcr! 




Wanders foots are suaaHe lor 
iomfiarian dfatedy ortoyonr 
outing Soor. 

Chorn* block or planked 
nabogmy, red oak, natural oak. 
mapfa talma beech or cherry 
The dubzh vast 

UaqoepreflrBsbnopotehmg 

reqwrcd Almost mamrcoartce 
her. 

Nonndy tasofled in a angle dey 
fay our aperiafly pained craftsmen. 


Domestic and CoomerOd; ■ 
Wksuden floors are installed ta ■; 
Alison Reed, BAA. Brimh Museum. j 
BS, IBM. Ltoyds Bank fioyd Mafi, j 
VUdxcadttCiDmBBbuiafen’. i 

A fuB ten yea wuu warranty. 
CompreheiBW Credit Haim 
amiable. WHaen deofc on 
request. . j 

Sdsam ibeamfont/your own j 

hrwnr nrYisfcnnrsbgaroooi ... 


jfpj^BTo^OiJ^ROCriiJuE OR FREE SURVEY AND QUOTATION 

ACT NOW "t? FREEPHONE 0500 678967 


WOODSTOCK UAK£ .HARDWOOD FLOORS AFFORDABLE 


Massive 
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Pentium®]! i|B 

frnocrsw.on JUL 

OFFICE CONNECT ■ 

SYSTEM V? 

• Intel 233MHz Pentium* II 
Processor 

• Midi Tower Case 7 & 

• 32MB SD RAM t= 

• 5.2GB UDMA IDE Hard Disk Drive 

• 15" SVGA Colour Monitor 

• 4MB 3D Graphics Card 

• 24 speed Max CD ROM Drive 

• 56Kbps Voice Fax/Modem 

• Wavetable 32 Integrated Sound 

• 180 Watt PMPO 
Speakers 

• Canon BJC 4200 
Colour Printer 

• Joystick 

• Over £350 of Microsoft 
Software 

• Windows ’95 


INCLUDES FREE 
PRINTER UPGRAD 
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Tiny 


sale 


,© 


PAY 

NOTHING 

lui^nriLi 

1999 



iinv 






■TS ;*.=V.f 


PAY NOTHING UNTIL 19991 
NOT EVEN A 




DEPOSIT flCS 

... 


WmM REPAYMENT 
EXAMPLE 

OFFICE CONNECT SYSTEM 

PC cash price £1499.30 fine delivery E27+VAT @ 17.5%). Pay 
whole balance on or before due payment date interest tree. 
Alternatively, pay 36 monthly payments of £58.86. Total amount 
payable £2118.96. APR 26.9%. Written quotations upon request 
Finance subject to status. ^ 


f Don't waste your 
money on yesterday's 
technology. 

2 At the Tiny sale you 
get the latest 
technology at the 
lowest prices. Not PCs 
ch are past their 
sell-by date. 

| All our PCs are PC ’97 
compliant so you can be 
sure they can handle 
not only today's requirements 
but tomorrow's too. 

' Trust Tiny to give you a 
genuine bargain. 

/ V v 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALI FREEPHONE 

08007319372 


HOME VALUE PLUS SYSTEM 


Intel 166MHz Pentium* Processor 

with MMX™ technology 

Desktop Case 

16MB EDO RAM 

2.1GB Ultra DMA IDE 

Hard Disk Drive 

14- SVGA Colour Monitor 

2MB 3-D Graphics Card 

24 speed Max CD ROM 

16bit Stereo Soundcard 

180 Watt PMPO Speakers 

Canon BJC 4200 Colour Printer 

Joystick 

Over £580 of Microsoft and other 
Windows ‘95 


(ffi 


pentium 


Software 


INCLUDES FREE 
PRINTER UPGRADE 


"“iiljth PI; |—JFl r~“ . .p., |jff|""T 

1799 


QfcafC.v 


51 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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THE BIGGEST PC MANUFACTURER IN THE HIGH STREET 

TINY COMPUTERS LIMITED, RED HILL BUSINESS PARK, BONEHURST ROAD, SALFORDS, REDKILL, SURREY RH1 5YB. 

FAX 01293 822 514. www.tinycomp.co.uk 

‘ All trademarks acknowledged. All prices and manufacturers specifications are subject x change withcul wSce. P^ase check availabihty before ordering. 
Goods are offered far sale subject to standard conditions of sale available on request. E&OE. Intel Inside Lego and Pentium are registered trademarks, 
and MMX is a trademark ol the Intel Corporation. Tiny Computers Limited is part of the OT group Prices exrfuda delhrexyt. 
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Suharto signs 
tough rescue 
deal with IMF 


PRESIDENT Suharto yester¬ 
day signed a new deal with the 
ImemationaJ Monetary Fund 
for a massive bail-out which, 
in effect, means dismantling 
an economic system he had 
put in plaoe. But the price is 
high. The 71-year-old Presi¬ 
dent, a doting father, has 
pledged to eliminate special 
business privileges for his six 
sons and daughters and trust¬ 
ed business cronies. 

Whai the IMF calls “diffi¬ 
cult and painful" measures 
will mean growing unemploy¬ 
ment and hardship for many 
of the nation's 202 million 
people, with the possibility of 
more social unrest like the 
riots that broke our in east 
Java this week, diplomats say. 

The world's longest ruling 
leader after President Castro 
of Cuba. Mr Suharto an¬ 
nounced in a rare live tele¬ 
vision broadcast that he had 
signed an agreement with 
Michel Camdessus, the IMF 
managing director, accepting 
its revitalised formula in ex¬ 
change for a $43 billion (£26 
billion) bail-out to rescue the 
Indonesian economy. 

What M Camdessus called 
a “bokl and tor-reaching" 
programme requires sacri¬ 
fices from virtually all sectors 
of society, including the privi¬ 
leged elite, who have benefited 
from the patronage of Mr 
Suharto, in power for 32 years. 

The President has agreed to 
end all special tax, customs 
and credit privileges for an . 
unpopular national car project 
and a dove distribution mo¬ 
nopoly. both of which fa¬ 
voured his youngest son. 
Tommy. Lately few In¬ 
donesians have wanted to 
drive die car, the Timor, 
which was able ro undercut 
competitors by 50 per cent 

Mr Suharto, who broadcast 
from his home in Jakarta, also 
agreed to halt wasteful gov¬ 
ernment financing of a contro¬ 
versial aircraft project that 
was the brainchild of his dose 
associate, Jusuf Habibie, the 
Minister for Research and 
Technology. Cartels in ce¬ 
ment, paper and plywood 
which benefited other cronies 
would also be scrapped. Fuel 


Indonesians face 
job cuts, higher 
prices and social 
unrest, reports 

James Pringle 


and electridty subsidies will 
be phased out and there will 
be wide revisions in the coun¬ 
try's 1998-99 budget, staling 
down growth to 2 ero in die 
fiscal year starting April 1 and 
projecting inflation at 20 per 
cent. Increases in paraffin will 
be kept to a minimum, to 
protect the poor. 

"Today is a special day for 
Indonesia," said Mr Suharto, 
who did not mention last 
week's panic shopping at su¬ 
permarkets when shelves 
were cleared, or the plunge in 
the the currency, the rupiah, 
which has fallen 75 per cent 
since July. 

In turn. M Camdessus not¬ 
ed: “I am confident that if this 
programme is implemented 
with the determination and 
commitment that I myself 
have seen. Indonesia should 
be able soon to begin to 
overcome its economic crisis.” 

The IMF official said his 
thoughts went “to those who 
may experience hardships — 
hopefully for a short period of 
time — because of die very 



Suharto: pledge td end 
family's privileges 


strength and rapidity of the 
adjustment process". 

Reaction to the agreement 
was mixed. The Jakarta stock 
market kept cool and was 
down 4.1 per cent on the day, 
shedding recent gains on re¬ 
ports thaf The IMF negotia¬ 
tions were going wdL Inter¬ 
national financial analysts 
remained cautious about the 
likelihood of all the promised 
reforms being implemented. 

One Western banker said: "I 
am still pessimistic especially 
about Indonesia's short-term 
prospects. I am not convinced 
that President Suharto will 
implement eveiything he 
promised today, and even if he 
does it will be very painful for 
this country." He added: "If 
we don't see progress by the 
end of next week, I think the 
rupiah could well plunge be¬ 
low 10,000 (to the US dollar] 
again. He will have to move 
extremely quickly this time." 

A main reason for Indone¬ 
sia's recent economic melt¬ 
down was that financial 
markets believed Mr Suharto 
was stonewalling over imple¬ 
menting IMF reforms be 
agreed in October. A stock¬ 
broker economist said: "Mr 
Suharto does not have a good 
trade record of reform so I 
don't think that market con¬ 
fidence will return until we see 
some concrete steps, particu¬ 
larly in the finance sector." 

An Asian diplomat was 
concerned about the cancella¬ 
tion of infrastructure projects. 
"Many of these were designed 
to give masses of people jobs." 
she said. “Once they are 
stopped, tens of thousands of 
people will be unemployed, 
not making any money, and 
social unrest will become a 
real possibility.” 

Desy Ediawati, an econom¬ 
ics student at the University of 
Indonesia, was ecstatic "Fin¬ 
gers crossed, this will be the 
beginning of the end of the 
first family's domination of 
our corporate sector." 

One British businessman 
told The Times that he thought 
Indonesia could emerge stron¬ 
ger from the bail-out. and that 
"a lot of rotten apples would 
fall from the tree". 



The 4,400-ton cargo ship 
New Baron shortly before 
sinking off the South Kore¬ 
an coast. Two Philippine 
sailors were killed and 18 
others were ™i«»nE as a 
result of the accident The 


Shipwreck leaves two dead and 18 missing 


Thai Army 
asks people 
for gold 

Bangkok: The Thai Army is 
launching a nationwide cam¬ 
paign to collect donations of 
gold and jewellery from the 
public to help the nation 
overcome its economic crisis, 
a senior officer said 
yesterday. 

“By doing this, the army 
wants to create patriotism 
among the people: to show 
that Thai people are ready to 
fight the economic war,” said 
Major-General Lertiat Rat- 
ana vanich, the director-gen¬ 
eral of the rivfl affairs 
division. 

The appeal for voluntary 
donations is expected to raise 
at least one tonne of gold. 
The move follows a similar 
campaign in South Korea, 
which raised millions of 
pounds within a matter of 
days. (Reuters) 



vessel was heading for Pa¬ 
pua New Guinea with 5,000 
tons of cement yesterday 
when it sent a radio message 


that it was l inkin g 700 yards 
off the coast at Ulsan. Two 
bodies were found washed 
ashore during a 12 -hour 


search, and two empty life¬ 
boats were later discovered 
on a nearby shore. Police 
said there were no signs that 


any survivors from the Pana¬ 
manian-registered ship had 
come ashore. A storm warn¬ 
ing was in effect when the 
ship sailed from Okke. on 
South Korea’s south coast 
early yesterday. (AP) 


Widow launches drive to 
dear Gandhi of bribery 


From Christopher Thomas in deuh 


SONIA GANDHI dared the 
Indian Government last night 
to prove the involvement of 
her late husband, Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi, in a multimillion-pound 
corruption scandal. She told 
50,000 people at an election 
rally that the former Prime 
Minister had been wrongly 
implicated in a payoff deal 
with Bofors. the Swedish arms 
manufacturer. 

This raises the election 
stakes. A whispering cam¬ 
paign has suggested that Gan¬ 
dhi, who was Prime Minister 
at the time of the 1980s affair, 
was one of many politicians 
and top bureaucrats who took 
backhanders . from Bofors, 
which secured Indian govern¬ 
ment contracts for field guns 
worth £802 million. 

"My husband has been a 
victim of malicious slander in 
the Bofors case," she said. 
“Since ray husband was 
killed, six governments have 
come and gone, five of them 
belonging to the Opposition. 
Yet the truth is to be revealed." 
The company allegedly paid 
near ly £30 million into secret 
Swiss accounts to secure the 
contracts. 

This is the first time Mrs 
Gandhi, 51. has spoken about 
the controversy since Gan¬ 
dhi’S assassination near Ma¬ 
dras in 1991, after which she 


rarely appeared in public ex¬ 
cept in connection with events 
surrounding the Rajiv Gandhi 
Foundation, which she estab¬ 
lished to cany our good works 
in honour of her husband's 
memory. 

The scandal was responsi¬ 
ble for Gandhi's defeat in the 
1989 general election and de¬ 
stroyed his dean image — an 
image not shared tty his 
mother. Indira Gandhi, who 
is blamed for starting the 
decline in Indian political 
standards. • 

Sonia Gandhi, speaking in 
the southern city of Bangalore, 
appealed for voters to bade her 



Gandhi: says husband 
was vi ctim of slander 


husband’s Congress Party. 
The ghost of the Bofors affair 
has stalked the Gandhi family 
and contributed to the rapid 
decline in its fortunes. Various 
official inquiries have foiled to 
uncover airy of the big names 
involved, probably because 
they traverse party lines. 

With so many people taint¬ 
ed, no party has felt able to 
claim the moral high ground, 
save for tiie Communists — 
the last people with a dean 
reputation in Indian politics. 

A helicopter showered rose 
petals an the crowds before 
Mrs Gandhi spoke — an 
expensive, ostentatious ges¬ 
ture that confirms her as the 
leader of the party’s election 
campaign, although she is not 
fighting for a parliamentary 
seat. Clearly the party is hers if 
she wants to take it over, 
although she has displayed no 
desire to do so. Sftaram Kesri, 
the party president said he 
would gladly stand aside. 

Mrs Gandhi has been con¬ 
centrating mi southern India, 
where she could tip file scales 
in marginal seats. Her tactic 
has been to pufl on the 
Congress Party’s history, cit¬ 
ing Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Indira and Rajiv Gandhi, in 
the hope that the party’s past 
will compensate for its more 
recent failures. 


Cambodia 
wins EU 
poll cash 

FRom Caroline Clock 

IN PHNOM PENH 

THE European Union has 
signed an agreement with the, 
Cambodian Government td-' 
provide £6.5 million towards' 
helping to organise the forth¬ 
coming elections. It is the first 
international body to agree to 
help to fund die July poll. 

The UN-sponsored elections 
in 1993. the first democratic 
election to be held in Cambo¬ 
dia in decades, cost nearly 
£1.25 billion. But-several gov¬ 
ernments, including the Japa¬ 
nese and the US. have said a 
necessary condition in any 
assessment of the polls being 
free and fair was the return to 
Cambodia of the country's 
First Prime Minister, Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, who 
was ousted from power, fay his 
rival Co-Prime Minister, Hun 
Sen, in July. 

The EU money, the largest 
overseas funding, will help to 
pay for voter registration an£ 
towards training electoral 
monitors. The Cambodian 
Government has been ada¬ 
mant that the elections should 
go ahead on schedule, but 
observers, concerned that the 
palls will be used to legitimise 
the grab for power by Hun 
Sen. say that while the elec¬ 
tions themselves may be tech¬ 
nically dean the political 
climate is for from neutral. 
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While on holiday in 1925 
young Michael Tollden lost his 
beloved toy dog on the beach. 
To console him, his ■ father, 
J.R.R. Tolkien, invented " a 
story about a real dog 
who is turned into a toy 
% by a wizard and sent by 
c«ustt).kiwa«»«>« 5 -^™ I a ‘sand-sorcerer' to the 

4 

moon and under the sea. 
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Algerians agree to 
meet EU ministers 


ka rtf MASwwow/aaJuns 
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A DAY after Algeria’s blunt 
refusal 10 receive a delegation 
of European Union officials. 
Britain announced yesterday 
ihat a ministerial visit headed 
by Derek Faichetr. a Foreign 
Office minister, would go 
ahead there next week. 

After intensive telephone ne¬ 
gotiations between Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
and Ahmed Attaf, the Algeri¬ 
an Foreign Minister, Algiers 
agreed to accept a visit by the 
EU troika. Ministers from 
Britain. Austria and Luxem¬ 
bourg will go to Algeria to 
“continue the political dia¬ 
logue". Mr Cook announced. 

The visit comes in the wake 
of mounting concern and dis¬ 
gust in Europe over a sanies of 
massacres that have taken the 
lives of at least 1.000 people in 
remote villages of western 
Algeria. 

The three-man mission will 
not, however, discuss respon¬ 
sibility far these killings with 
the military-backed Algerian 
Government; officials in 
London said yesterday that 
Algiers had insisted that this 
would constitute unacceptable 
foreign interference in its do¬ 
mestic affairs. 

Mr Fatchett, who will be 
accompanied by Georges 
Wohlfart, of Luxembourg, and 

Benita Ferrer o-Wal d ner. of 
Austria, both junior ministers, 
will stay two days and prepare 
a report for the next EU 
foreign ministers' meeting in 


A high-level team of three is being 
allowed to report on the latest 
massacres, Michael Binyon writes 


Brussels on January 26. The 
Foreign Office announced yes¬ 
terday that the mission would 
arrive in Algiers on Monday. 

The Algerian Government, 
which has consistently played 
down the massacres, original¬ 
ly said that any mission 
should concentrate only on 
ways the Europeans could 
help to stamp out terrorism. 
But as accusations grow that 
government agents have been 
involved in some of the massa¬ 
cres, a spokesman for the 



Hachani: questioned 
after talking to media 


UN reveals Iraqi 
f ‘human test’ photo 


From James Bone in newyork 


UNITED Nations inspectors 
in Iraq yesterday revealed that 
they had seized a photograph 
of a forearm with a bloody- 
lesion dial could be evidence 
of human testing of biological 
or chemical weaponry. 

The picture was among a 
cache of documents recovered 
from a chicken house at a 
farm belonging to President 
Saddam Hussein’s son-in-law. 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel, shortly after he defect¬ 
ed to Jordan in 1995. The 
general, who oversaw Iraqis 
secret weapons programmes, 
was murdered when he re¬ 
turned to Iraq. 

Among the other items re¬ 
trieved were photographs and 
videotapes of biological weap¬ 
ons tests on live animals, 
including donkeys, sheep and 
dogs. Those videos showed 
animals, in cages or attached 
to rethers, panting and then 
collapsing as biological muni¬ 
tions were exploded. 

UN sources said yesterday 
that the lesion on the forearm 
was consistent with thelype of 
injury inflicted by chemical or. 


biological weaponry, but 
could not say if it was the 
result of a deliberate test or 
accidental exposure. The pho¬ 
tograph has been in then- 
possession for two years and is 
not the basis for the current 
inspection effort, which is 
focusing on Iraq’s suspected 
use of “human guinea pigs”. 

UN inspectors visited Abu 
Ghraib prison. 40 miles west 
of Baghdad, on Monday after 
receiving intelligence that 
prisoners were taken from the 
jail in 1995 for secret chemical 
and biological weapons ex¬ 
periments. The UN team 
found that documents from 
the period were missing. 

□ Paris: Igor Sergeyev, the 
Russian Defence Minister, 
yesterday offered to provide 
surveillance planes to monitor 
Iraqi disarmament as a way 
out of the latest standoff 
between Baghdad and the 
United Natrons. “If Iraq is 
opposed to having its territory 
monitored by U2s. Russia is 
prepared to offer its own 
planes," Mr Sergeyev said in 
Paris. (AFP) 



European Commission said 
that the talks would much on 
all subjects, “no matter how 
sensitive.” 

Although President Ze- 
roual's Government has ruled 
our any foreign investigation 
into the killings. Francois Gor¬ 
don. the British Ambassador 
in Algiers, was yesterday 
allowed to visit the site of a 
recent massacre to meet survi¬ 
vors and express condolences. 
More than 100 civilians were 
shot, burnt alive or had their 
throats cut on Sunday night in 
Sidi Hammed, a village 20 
miles south of Algiers. 

Survivors complained to 
him that the Government had 
failed to give them guns to 
defend themselves. One mun 
said he had been asking fin- 
weapons for three months, as 
villagers knew there was a 
danger of a massacre, but the 
authorities told than they 
were safe. Another man whose 
wife was killed said that he 
had tried to summon the 
security forces but they failed 
to appear in time. 

The latest killings have 
caused increasing uncase in 
die West and in the Muslim 
world. Britain has called on 


.Algeria, privately and public¬ 
ly. to allow journalists into the 
country to report on wjiat Is 
happening, and made dear its 
hope that reporters would be 
admitted during the European 
ministers’ visit. 

Meanwhile, the violence 
continued. A bomb exploded 
in a mosque in Baraki, a 
southeastern suburb of Al¬ 
giers, on Wednesday, the 
newspaper Libert* reported 
yesterday. It said that the 
bomb, which killed one person 
and wounded eight, was hid¬ 
den in a bag hung under an 
overcoat. Two young men also 
had their throats cut earlier in 
the week in Zighoud Youcef. in 
the northeastern province of 
Constantine, the paper said. 

Austria, which takes over 
the EU presidency from Brit¬ 
ain in July, gave a warning 
yesterday that unless the vio¬ 
lence were halted, a flood of 
Algerian refugees would soon 
be knocking on Europe’s door. 

The .Algerian authorities re¬ 
leased a leader of The banned 
Islamic Salvation Front at 
Wednesday night after hold¬ 
ing him for 24 hours. 
AbdeJkader Hachani. the 
third in command in the 
organisation, was taken in for 
questioning after giving a 
series of interviews to foreign 
newspapers. A magistrate was 
asked to decide whether this- 
breached a three-year ban on 
his civic rights, but released 
him without charge. 




Derek Fatchett. the Foreign Office minister, with Yassir Arafat, the Palestinian leader, in Hebron yesterday. 
Mr Fatchett said the European Union wanted to see “substantial redeployment” of Israeli occupying forces 

Strife erupts as envoy visits Hebron 


From Christopher w vlklr 

IN IIF-BROV 

BRITAIN’S Foreign Office minister. 
Derek Fatchett, arrived here yesterday on 
the first anniversary of the agreement to 
pull Israeli troops out of all but 20 per 
cent of Hebron. 

As The Jerusalem Post, under a 
photograph of masked voichs hurling 
stones ai die Israeli soldiers who remain 
guarding the 450 Jewish settlers in the 


Wes! Bank city centre, noted: “There is 
one thing most Arab and Jewish resi¬ 
dents seem to agree on — the agreement 
has faBed and the city is riddled with 
tension and strife.” 

Even as Mr Fatchetx. in his new role as 
representative of the European Union 
presidency, was assuring Yassir Arafat. 
the Palestinian leader, of continued EU 
support for the flagging peace process, 
angry settlers were being held back from 
storming into the Palestinian-controlled 


part of the city known as H2. The settlers 
claim that in the 12 months since the 
withdrawal pact was signed, they have 
been under continuing attack from the 
Palestinian-controlled area. 

In one of the most serious recent 
incidents, two explosive devices were 
thrown into the children’s playground in 
the Jewish Avraham Avinu quarter. One 
militant settler claimed that the israeii 
Army was prevented from pursuing the 
perpetrators into H2. 
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Objects of desire 



Deborah Brett 

looks at a fresh 
humiliation 
summer has in store 


A fter the micro-mini, comes a 
new summer humiliation. 
Pedal-pushers are back, 
emphasising the leg’s natural 
curve, complete with bulgy bits. If you 
haven't heard much about them yet, 
there is a reason: they are operating 
under the codename dam-diggers. 

It is a New England term, intended to 
evoke Jadde Kennedy at Cape Cod, 
rather than Brigitte Bardot on the 
Riviera. (Bardot's Barbie girl looks are 
just not in vogue at the moment) 

They range, wait for it from tight 
below-theknee pants, to bell-bottomed 

capris, with the rest flapping about 
somewhere in between. You may well 
think you will never wear them, but by 
high summer die brilliant brain-wash¬ 
ing technique of showing six-foot mod¬ 
els on sunny beaches will probably 
have softened your mind. 

One thing is for sure, wearing tights 
is not an option—a style detail that will 
sort out fashion's bravehearts from its 
fainthearts, if you're still dinging to 
your opaques you are way behind — 
even sheer tights are only just accept¬ 
able now. The best dressed legs are 
undressed these days. 

Of course, dam-diggers are a spring 
trend and spring doesn't start until 
May. right? Wrong. Style leaders must 
get into them no later than February, 
for it is the early bird that catches the 
first compliment. And with so few new 
trends to choose from this year, there 
are only so many ways to grab 
attention. 

And so we come to the question of leg 
maintenance. When does pale cease to 
be interesting and become merely 
alarming? Is fake tan acceptable? And 
how much? How thin must my calves 
really be? Is there any hope for fat 
ankles? 

Manicure them with the same atten¬ 
tion you might give to fingernails. First 
exfoliate, then shave, wax and polish 
until the surface is smooth. Next add 
moisturiser — regularly, every night in 
fact. If legs are swollen, use Dedeor 
Circulaspray or Shu Uemera Ethpitai 
Eau Drainante. 

Sldnbrushing is another leg-enhanc¬ 
ing way to waste an evening. (It is 
exactly this sort of apparently pointless 
activity that ensures that the idle rich 
remain more beautiful than the rest of 
us.) 

If your legs are simply fat, there is no 
hope but exercise. Avoid step machines, 
as they can bulk out the thighs. Pilates 
is the exercise of choice among the 
fashion pack — and some dancers — 
because it tends to lengthen the mus¬ 
cles. Finally, if your legs are very white 
indeed, apply fake tan very carefully. 
Above all don’t admit this to anyone. 


MS 


Z! Fire Necklace, £20, by Noel at Browns Focus, 
23-27 South Mofton Street W1 (0171- 491 7833). 
The fire necklace is meant to arouse enthusiasm 
in the wearer and others, and to encourage a 
freedom and pioneering spirit for any new 
beginning. It sounds like the perfect miracle 
necklace for the new year, and if it doesn’t work it 
looks pretty anyway. 

“ Modular Totem blind 
by Salt, 204 Oxo Tower 
Wharf, Bargehouse 

Street London SE1 IpS -V/: 

(0171- 593 007). From 
£90 per metre strip. 

Design duo June §§£?;£ WS : : j'j 
Swindell and Karina S ~ 

Holmes are an innovative textile design team who 
specialise in window treatments, including blinds 
and knitted window sculptures. The blinds are 
designed to admit maximum light and are hand 
made from cotton with wood or metal inserts. Each 
blind is original and made to each customer’s 
specifications and requirements. 


HOT TIP 

Elizabeth Arden’s Eight 
Hour Cream was 
originally meant as a 
face cream. It seems a 
little too thick and 
Vasellne-ilke now, but 
the fashion pack swear 
by It for chapped lips 
and dry cuticles. It has 
a distinct smell that 
soon becomes 
addictive and Is a must 
have for your winter 
handbag. £15 at 
chemists and 
department stores. 
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Wearing tights Is not an option—a style detail that will sort out the bravehearts from the fa inthearts 
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Woke up with those 
empty wardrobe blues 
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UK’s lowest 
standard rate 

No annual fee 

just 12.6% APR variable 
from July '98 

Keep your credit limit 

No need to bank with us 


Have you overindulged with your spending 
this Christmas! Then a Co-operative Bank 
Advantage Visa credit or gold card is ideal 
for you. Offering an introductory rate of 
just 8.6% APR, fixed undl July, it then 
reverts to a mere l!L6% APR variable - 
currently the UK's lowest standard rate.* 
And there is no annual fee. It’s without 


doubt the best deal on offer for those 

who carry over a credit card balance each 
month. So start the New Year sensfoly by 
transferring your existing balance to us now. 
You can keep your current credit card Bmk. 
Just call the number below anytime to cash 
in on die best credit card deal in the UK. 
Even the phone call is free, 
wwwadvanage-visa.caak 



Pag pVea depuThe Co-operawe Sank pic. PRB’OST K an cheggr Ml 9AZ or phone 0800 109000 

(24 hours; a titf, 7 dxfi a week). Pkase use btsdc apaak 


. Phone mute. 


Please tick card meareswri Hi ■_ Vaa Card _ GeUVrsi Card 
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lo r^ Ujtit,logm,mu. a copy rf tf»e engnry pay t» raagicd- Payment o 3% ef your outscnutag tnbnc* each momfi (im-timum £5) ar more 9 you wtA. 

”** Maa ap Via tree* earth at tlAXAPW haw na ugenm tree period Bardsyi Bank credit card u Z2.73 APR. NnWcsc credit ard u 21.9% APR. 



I woke up this rooming 
— got those mid-season 
blues. Not a stitch in the 
wardrobe, and someone done 
step on my black glace calf 
shoes (half-price in the 
Manolo Blahmk sale). 

Well, the black glaofi calf 
shoes are a bright spot (low 
heeL lace up, chisel toe) and so 
are the delicious flat gold 
mules that I bought at the 
same time. So eloquent a 
couple of items of footwear are 
they, in fact, that were I to fall 
under a train tomorrow, 1 
would require no epitaph. You 
could just stand my new shoes 
on my newly-turned grave and 
the combination of lace-up 
severity and silly gold frivolity 
would say it all. 

So my feet at least are well 
looked after. But what about 
the rest of me? From a fashion 
point of view, this is almost the 
worst time of year. The wea¬ 
ther so perverse — gales in the 
morning, warm sunshine in 
the afternoon — and the 
clothes likewise. 

Anyone who actually has to 
dress to accommodate the 
English weather knows that 
spring does not arrive until 
May. So why. you may won¬ 
der, are the shops already full 
of short-sleeved chenille sweat¬ 
ers in sinister ice-cream 
shades, and lightweight 
cruisewear in heartless navy- 
and-white with gold trim¬ 
mings, whose effect on the 
English complexion (at its 
greyest at this grey time of 
year) is best not even thought 

abend? 

Still, horrid though these 
things may be, their underly¬ 
ing message is that spring is. if 
distantly, on its way. And sure 
enough, there comes around 
now a vague feeling of discon¬ 
tent that says, “oh dear, some¬ 
how one's winter dothes have 
lost that fine, sharp edge that 
they had back in October 
what they were new". Some 
thing more is needed. Not a 
major spending spree, but a 
slight refocusing. 

There has been, handily 
enough, no great fashion revo¬ 
lution between the new season 
and the couple that preceded 
it. In fact many erf the stron¬ 
gest looks for this summer 
might most charitably be 
described as variations on 
existing themes. Which is good 
news for the frugal-minded 


fashion victim who has started 
to fee! that she needs more 
than a new lipstick to cheer 
her up. 

It involves, for one thing, a 
minimum of expense — no 
more than a couple of Febru¬ 
ary’s serious fashion maga¬ 
zines, in which the new 
season’s collections are com¬ 
prehensively anatomised, and 
one or two minor purchases (to 
be made, if you are sensible, in 
the tail-end of the sales, when 
the shops are so desperate to 
dear space that they are 


JANE SHILLING 


marking things down on a 
daily basis). The looks that are 
showing most sign of exhaus¬ 
tion now are the terrible 
Eighties revival shoulder pads 
(give them to Oxfam; they 
were always awful, and they 
really aren't coining back) 
and, sadly, the teeny skirt and 
killer heels combo, which I 
loved, even though you had to 
move so slowly to preserve 
decorum that it took three 
times as long as usual to get 
anywhere. 

S o wiiat is left? Lots. 
Tweed, grey flannel, 
fragile embroidery, 
metafiles, all worn together,' if 
you like. My favourite mid- 
season look is die set of 
pictures in Vogue of a tousle- 
ftaired girl huddled in a leafy 
thicket, wearing an embroi¬ 
dered chiffon skirt, hairy 
jumper and shooting socks. 
There is something incredibly 
comforting about, this wild 
mixture of die coarse and the 
dedicate, the plain and the 
fantastically fancy. Pferhaps it 


is because it brings to mind the 
dressing-up bat of one’s 
childhood. 

It is, though, a difficult look 
to get past men, who tend to 
snap into the “dear God, 
you're not really going out like 
that, are you?” routine as soon 
as they see what you are 
wearing. Espedafiy if it is then- 
socks that you have oil I think 
I might try a modified version, 
with Dior wool-mix tights, an 
ice-blue embroidered shan¬ 
tung skirt that I bought from 
Next last summer, and a big 
blade jumper. 

If toe response is still a roll 
of the eyes heavenward, 1 shall 
fall bade on The Miss 
Maneypenny look — knee- 
length skirt, pencil or flirty 
pleats, little cardigan and kit¬ 
ten heels. If the cardigan is 
metallic, so much the better 
(there is a pretty silver one in 
the Warehouse sale for E25). 

The other new look that you 
may find lurking at the back of 
the cupboard is tight, skimpy 
pants that step well short of 
the ankle bone. Cerruti 
showed a delectable pair in 
moose-grey, cropped to three 
inches above the ankle, with a 
slight flare, worn with silvery 
mules and an ivory boat-neck 
jumper cut off at the hip-bone 
and the elbows. 

Whoosh! Good grie£ what is ■’ 
that? Oh, I see. it is my faiiy 
godmother. “Come out of that ■ 
wardrobe far a'minute,” says 
she. “You can have two things 
from the new collections. No 
more than £1,000, mind." All 
right, then. 111 have Matthew 
Williamson's beaded cobweb 
dress and a pair of Gucci's 
silver leather, steel-heeled 
mules. To be worn with the 
butchest fisherman’s sweater I 
can lay hands on... 


LEGS and feat are 

often Rejected fo 

winter* Simply because 

they are covered up, 

does not mean titey 
should be Ignored. 

Pampe r ing your feet can 

help your whole body 
to relax. Here are the six 
best foot soaks, 
scrubs and sprays to 
revitalise weary legs 
and smooth tired feet 





BATH & BODY¬ 
WORKS SUN-RIPENED 
RASPBERRY FOOT 
SOAK, £5.50. 

Very pleasant perfume. 

The foot soak left my feet 
feeling clear and tin¬ 
gling. Advised to use two 
tablespoons, which 

seemed excessive.7/10 

Inquiries and mad ' 
order. 0171-559 0955 



DECLEOR 
CIRCULASPRAY, 
£11-30/50ml spray 
Cooled my legs down 
so they fett less weery, 
then tingled pleasantly. 
Perfect for swollen aero¬ 
plane ankles as it can 
be sprayed on through 

tights.9/10 

Available at selected 
department stoma. 


PHILOSOPHY 
FOOTNOTES 
FOOTSCRUB, £9.50 
Smells invigorating and 
herby. Texture Bke jelly 
containing tiny 
granuals of pumice. Left 
tired feet soothed and 

softened.9/10 

Available at Ubert/s 
and Space NK (Mailorder 
0171-6362523) 





BODYSHOP 
REFRESHING 
FOOTS PRAY, E2J50. 

Light spray is very 
cooling on sore, red 
feet Smelt is rather 
antiseptic, although the 
tea-tree oil and rosemary 
will banish any trainer 

odour.7/10 

Available from Body 
Shop stores nationwide 



SHU UEMERA 
ETHPITAL EAU 
DRAINANTE LEG 
CARE, £20 
Wonderful aromatic 
smell. Slightly oily, but was 
light and left my legs 
feeling smooth with a 
lovely sheen, perfect 

for the summer.8/10 

Available at Hype OF 
(0171-9371410) 



LUSH PIED DE 
PEPPER, £4.15/125g 

Antiseptic Ingredients 
to combat foot odour with 
Ofls lo tighten the skin 
and help circulation. ■ 
Makes feet feel silky 

and smooth. 7/10 

Available from Lush 
stores or by mailorder 
(01202668545) 


Holiday a40Q 

tsjt £ 149 

lb Zakopane in tbs 
Beautiful Tfctra Mountains 


New Millennium Holidays; 
Brochure; 0121 711 4917 


Phu wokierftd ikitm 

S' nights BREEZES BEACH CLUB (HB) 
25 Jon - 29 Mar 98 £757 

12 Apr - 28 Jun 98 £564 

06 Sep - 06 Dec 98 £751 

0181 423 W/m 
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‘We were 

ignorant 
about sex 
but had 
more fun’ 


f \ 

t&As a child, Mary Wesley defied her parents. At 
85 she is still an unrepentant rebel, breaking 
taboos. Interview by Grace Bradberry 

M ary Wesley had themes in her latest book. Pan rather frightened of her. W1 
a replacement of the Furniture, one of her ever I did she seemed 
hip this summer darker novels, and one that disapprove, 
and made a very reflects Wesley’s lonelv child- T started having love aff; 


ose 

lues 


M aty Wesley had 
a replacement 
hip this summer 
and made a very 
bad invalid indeed. She chuck¬ 
les as she recounts her behav¬ 
iour. “I found myself so 
irritable because I'm very 
independent I said to my two 
younger sons, 'Please, when I 
come our of hospital, remem- 
ber where you picked some¬ 
thing up. and put it back in the 
same place, because 1 wont be 
able to move around. Did they 
pay any attention? Neither of 
• them did. I .found myself 
\ sitting he re shou ting, “Where 
are my f ,,,ITL pencils?' It 
wasn't their fault, they were 
both trying," she says sweetly 
— and eyes me closely for 
signs of shock at the F-word. 

She has been described as 
intimidating, brusque, even 
chilly. (I don't find her any of 
these, though she is certainly 
spry of mind.) She is old, of 
course — 70-when her first 
novel. Jumping The Queue, 
was published, and 85 now — 
and famous for breaking the 
taboos constructed around her 
generation; they should not 
remember sex, let alone speak 
or write of it ' . 

I How does she react to the 
I news of a woman of 60 having 
had a baby? “I think it would 
be absolutely awful to start 
i , having a baby at 60. much too 
•«*nueh like hard work," she 
* replies, and I'm reminded that 
sex in Wesley's books is a 
hugely enjoyable experience. 
"Bad enough when you’re 
young." she reflects. “I think it 
would be terrible. Apparently 
she’s gar grandchildren who 
will be years older than the 
baby. It's close to a miracle — 
but a horrible surprise. I 
should have thought" 

Unexpected pregnancy and 
the eliding of generations are 


themes in her latest book. Pan 
of the Furniture . one of her 
darker novels, and one that 
reflects Wesley’s lonely child¬ 
hood rather than her later, 
colourful life. 

She has never written an 
autobiography, and makes a 
wary interviewee. She paints 
herself as a shy woman, 
lacking in selfesteem — “You 
grow a sort of carapace where 
you appear to have confidence, 
but you're the same jelly 
inside." Some who have met 
her have disputed this self- 
portrait, and she in turn 


‘It would 
be awful 
to start 
having a 
baby 
at 60’ 


describes one of her previous 
interrogators as “utterly ruth¬ 
less ". She shudders before 
giving a wicked account of the ^ 
interviewer's behaviour in her 
beautiful old house in the 
centre of Totnes, filled with 
small 20th-century paintings 
and artistic china.' 

Wesley's reticence is a life¬ 
long habit, bom. she says, out 
of her relationship with her 
mother. “She once told me if 
she had to have another child 
she would have wanted a bey. 
She adored my sister and 
adored my brother, but she 
and I never got on frightfully 
well. She always tried to 
prevent me doing anything I 
wanted to do. I used to keep 
things hidden because I was 
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rather frightened of her. What¬ 
ever I did she seemed to 
disapprove. 

“I started having love affairs 
at 18 or 19, which were very 
innocent. She would question 
me but I wouldn’t tell her." 

The men she fell in love with 
were generally "very bright 
and very left wing" and would 
give her Bertrand Russell to 
read. One of them died fight¬ 
ing Franco in die Spanish 
Civil War. Her parents, who 
were very conventional, and 
very right wing, knew nothing 
of this. “I don’t think my 
politics dawned on them for 
years." she says. 

S he is still resentful of 
the reticence that left 
her generation igno¬ 
rant about sex. Her 
fust period came as a complete 
surprise. Hadn’t her sister 
warned her? “She was amaz¬ 
ing. she never told me a 
thing." At the age of 19 she 
drove to the South of France 
with her brother and the girl 
who was to become his wife. 
“She and I went to the lavatory 
and she shouted over, ‘Have 
you leamr any more factsT 
And I yelled back. ‘No’. You 
found out nothing until you 
got engaged to be married and 
then went to be fitted with 
birth-control apparatus, and 
even then... But men be¬ 
haved very much better and 
didn't leap on you. They kissed 
you and stopped at a certain 
point" 

Wesley lost her virginity at 
20. but thinks this was unusu¬ 
al. “I did itto try and find out 
and didn’t find out very much. 

I asked a friend who was 
married how she was getting 
on. She stud. ‘We’re trying but 
we’re finding it very hard.' 
They were both so innocent 
and ignorant they didn't know 
how to make love." 

She married Lord Swinfen, 
a barrister ten years her 
! senior, who had a large house 
in London’s Ovington Square 
I but bored her terribly. The 
! liaison baffles her: “I flunk I 
got my knickers in a twist. I 
had rather a large choice at 
one moment, and my first 
i husband was always there 
and l gave in out of sheer 
exasperation- He was extreme¬ 
ly nice, but he told me he was a 
very busy barrister and then I 
found out he never had a 
brief." ft was hard to maintain 
respect for him. 

The Second World War 
saved her. She took lovers and 
found employment, first driv¬ 
ing ambulances, then working 
at the War Office for John 
Bolitho, the man who made a 
map of Normandy based on 
the nation’s holiday snaps. 

She is famous for her joyous 
accounts of sex in the Blilz. 
“Because it was illicit if was 
more fun — there was a lot of 
fun for my generation. We 
broke out. The war was liber¬ 
ating for my generation of 
women." Once, walking 
through the black-out with a 
lover, she passed her husband. 
She never knew if he saw 
them. "The war livened things 
up and made it possible for 
many people to have affairs." 

When she became pregnant 
forthe second time, she left her 
job at the War Office and went 
to Cornwall, where she and a 
friend shared a nanny. "It was 
both very happy and very 
unhappy. I used to keep 
nipping off to London and so 
did my friend. At the end of the 
war 1 decided I didn't want to 
go bad; to my husband. It 
made it easier to break away. 

"I didn’t want to hurt him, J 
didn’t have anybody else I 
wanted to many, but l wanted 
to escape and be able to think 
things out. Everybody told me 
J was mad. I had no money, no 
qualifications. 1 was sored 
bur f was very determined — 1 
knew I could not stay married 
to him. I thought I’d turn into 
a very nasty person if I did." ' 
Her husband asked if they 
couldn't stay married, while 





Wesley’s latest novel draws on her lonely childhood rather than her later, colourful life 
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Waging 
war on the 
wardens 

TRAFFIC wardens are a surprisingly 
sensitive breed. They spend their work¬ 
ing lives making other people’s lives a 
misery, but at the slightest criticism they 
whimper and come over all hard done by. 

Earlier this week. Chris Evans, the DJ 
and part-owner of Virgin Radio, aimed 
some pretty soft words at a traffic warden 
who had been hounding him. For several 
days the warden had waited beside 
Evans's green Bentley which was parked 
on a meter in Soho while he broadcast his 
breakfast show. At precisely SAOam, 
when the parking restrictions came into 
effect, the warden slapped a ticket on it. 

Finally, on Tuesday, as the traffic 
warden sloped into view at JL25am and 
was accosted by reporters, one of Evans's 
assistants jumped into the car and drove 
off before it received another ticket 
Evans said of Westminster Council's 
warden No 1288: "He’s already given me 
one ticket and I was three minutes late. 
Yesterday I was only 30 seconds late and 
he still did me. He’s the meanest traffic 
warden in London — he’s devilish." 

In response, 1288 said: “He is bullying 
me. Other people can't exactly use a radio 
station to get back at anybody, can they?" 

The traffic warden's words reveal the 
secret polio' guiding all council parking 
services: they make fighting them so 
awkward that they hope most people will 
just pay up without complaint. 

The sheer ease and abandon with 
which wardens issue tickets is in inverse 
proportion to the difficulty of contesting 
their actions. Letters of complaint are 
frequently ignored and calls are met with 
robotic voicemail. Treated like bother¬ 
some Soviets, it is no wonder that sane, 
law-abiding people are reduced id vein¬ 
popping fits of helplessness. 

Apart from car-towing and clamping, 
there is no single civil or criminal offence 
in Britain for which one has to pay the 
penalty before having the right to appeal. 

If you have your car towed away in 
London, the parking service offers no 
freephone number to call and no service 
to take you to the pound, which is always 
in some highly inaccessible place. They 
then demand more than £130. several 
times the fine for a norma] speeding 
offence, with no right of appeal until you 
have handed over the money. Evans’s 
Westminster Council takes in around £20 
million a year in parking fines. 

Councils have realised that parking 
fines are a terrific source of revenue. 
Keeping routes dear for emergency 
services is a tiny part of their work. Most 
instances of damping, towing and ticket¬ 
ing are plain extortion. 

If they want motorists to stop being 
mean to traffic wardens, the councils 
should stop using them as shields and 
come out and explain themselves to those 
they torture in anonymity. Until they da 
their subjects will refuse to accept their 
subjugation. It is war. 

Phiup Delves 
Broughton 


she had affairs. She said no. 
and he divorced her on the 
grounds of desertion. 

Her family expressed strong 
disapproval and were further 
outraged when, in October 
1944, she met Eric Siepmann, 
journalist. Wykehamist, and a 
great leaver of jobs. “I'd given 
up men for life, an unwise 
thing to da" she chuckles. 
Men had not given up on her, 
however, and she was dining 
at the Rirz when Siepmann 
began pursuing her. 

“I knew the people he was 
with. He kept sending notes — 
‘Leave your boring friend 
Stopford and come and join 
us.' Finally 1 said to my friend. 
‘Come on. come out dancing 
with these people.’ But he went 
home and 1 joined Eric's table. 

I thought. That's a dangerous - 
man, I must get away.' I went 
back to my hotel and was 
paying my bill in the morning 
when Eric ranged up along¬ 
side me, he’d spent the night 
finding where 1 was staying." 
Her voice drops a few octaves: 
“I never shook him off." 

I t was seven years before 
they could many — 
Siepmann could not find 
his wife to obtain a 
divorce. They were together 
until his death from Parkin¬ 
son’s disease in 1970. “He was 
enormous ton and one of those 
very clever people who never 
made you feel stupid. Being 
with him was like being on a 
giant racer. You were either 
very up or very down. We 
lived very precarious lives. But 
he was a fascinating person. 
We had mutual interests...“ 
He became stepfather to her 1 
two children, then father to 
Bill, the youngest. When 
Siepmann died, she and Bill ( 
were left with scarcely any¬ 
thing to live on. “I was still in a | 
state of shock - when the tele- ! 
plione went and a voice said I 
they were the Social Security. I 
said rather crossly, ‘My hus- I 
band died an Tuesday, and 
I’ve sent his book bade’ The 
voice said, ‘It’s not your hus¬ 
band I’m bothered about it’s 
you and your child. We’ll send 
you some money.* 

As she drives me back to the 
station we talk about the local 
poners. and die recalls work¬ 
ing for one in her most 
destitute days, humping day 
around the studio. Her old age 
could have been terrible. As it 
is, her only irritation is prey¬ 
ing journalists- "You have to 
keep some secrets," she tells 
me, and smiles, I wonder what 
they are. 

• Fan of the Furniture is pub- 
fished by Black Swan, 
price E6.99 
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Russia and 
the ghost 
of Rasputin 

John Lloyd asks if Orthodoxy 


can cure the moral malaise 


R ussia is reborn, but 
lades a moral nervous 
system. The country 
wallows towards the millenni¬ 
um. a rough — and vasf — 
beast, in search of a national 
idea with which both its people 
and the rest of the world can 
feel at ease. 

The Russian Orthodox 
Church must be part of this. 
The question is how? And. 
more ominously, does it have 
the strength. and the 
standing? 

Earlier this week, I met, 
among others. Metropolitan 
Kyrill of Smolensk. He is the 
Church's chief ideologist, its 
main political fixer and is 
widely seen as the most power¬ 
ful figure in the hierarchy, the 
eminence behind the Patriarch 
Aleksi II whom, at present, he 
seems best placed to succeed. 
Kyrill would be the first post- 
Communist Patriarch. 

The subject of our conversa¬ 
tion was a law, just passed, on 
freedom of conscience. Keenly 
promoted by the Church, it 
has attracted protests from the 
West since it is seen as 
repressive of rival, mainly 
Christian, groups. The matter 
is serious; the Vatican claims 
that it may mean restrictions 
on Roman Catholic churches, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 

has complained, _ 

and the US Con¬ 
gress — led by Opp 

members whose re¬ 
ligious beliefs are miU 

proclaimed as more - 
important than iaCM 

their political posit- r,tv,Pr¬ 
ions — has voted to uincr 

cut off aid if the law thei 

is not amended. My — 
companions, who 
included three of the mosr 
devout of these congressmen, 
put these points to Kyrill, who 
was unabashed. Vigorous and 
genial, with a mellifluous 
voice shaping crystal-clear 
Russian, he told his visitors, 
graciously and at length, to 
mind their own business. 

Like rhe Christ whom he 
believes is risen, he liked to 
speak in little parables. One 
concerned a sick man confined 
to bed. who is told to get up by 
a fit, strong visitor whom he 
has invited to his sick bed.The 
sick man, agreeing, asks for 
help: tiie fit man refuses and 
instead challenges the invalid 
to a boxing match. This, said 
Kyrill, was Orthodoxy's situa¬ 
tion. It was the sick man. 
asking for assistance from 
brother churches. Instead, it 
was told it had to compete for 
souls on its own ground. But 
now it was fit again- It neither 
needed, nor wanted, help. 

Two differing mindsets 
stared at each other across 
Kyrill’s vast conference room. 
The visitors saw an obscuran¬ 
tist priest protecting his terri¬ 
tory. The Metropolitan saw- 
men who. at best did not 
understand the traditions and 
spiritual integrity of Russia. 

The more he talked, the 
more one was aware of any 
simplicity of response slipping 
away. The law is by no means 
uniformly illiberal; indeed, it 
gives an honoured place to 
confessions — Buddhist, Jew¬ 
ish. Muslim — which had long 
existed in the old Russian 
Empire. Its most alarming 
provision is the stipulation 
that all religious groups seek¬ 
ing a legal status must prove 
that they had existed for 15 
wars: this could cut out the 


Opposing 
mindsets 
faced each 
other across 
the room 


evangelical groups that have 
flooded in since the collapse of 
communism, many of them 
from America. 

Much will depend on how 
these provisions are adminis¬ 
tered; they could, like much 
Russian law, be either draco¬ 
nian or meaningless. But the 
issue matters for three 
reasons. 

First, if the law is applied 
rigorously, it may confirm 
Orthodoxy’s obvious tendency 
to become a de facto (though 
not de jure) state church. The 
leaders of the Church, KGB- 
approved under communism 
and dinging to their resi¬ 
dences, cars and servants, 
have a common interest with 
the Yeltsin administration in 
propping each other up with¬ 
out asking difficult questions. 
The priests bless every new 
office block, shopping arcade 
and even the latest MiG 
fighter; the politicians give the 
Church concessions that allow 
it to fund itself by importing 
commodities tax-free — main¬ 
ly alcohol and cigarettes — 
and to live richly off the 
proceeds of their sales. It is a 
useful, seemingly inevitable 
and corrupting embrace. 

Second, this relationship co¬ 
exists with an emphasis on a 
Slavic spirituality — a fradi- 
_ tion that empha¬ 
sises submission to 
lying Cod and the State. 

It is a turning away 
lSets from the slender 

, tradition erf “demo- 

eacn craric priesthood". 

irmtc which is kept alive 

iCTOSS _ 3 ^ the unsolved 

DOHA murder of its eharis- 

_malic leader Father 

Aleksandr Men in 
1990 — by sue h priests as 
Father Aleksandr Bortsov. 
Once again, there is no blade 
and whine; the Metropolitan 
has no history of bigotry 

(unlike the late Metropolitan 
Ioann of St Petersburg, a 
virulent anti-Semite], but dem¬ 
ocratic priests believe they 
stand on narrowing ground. 

Finally, if Orthodoxy-is to 
give Russia a moral example, 
it appears to be choosing the 
wrong one of its traditions. To 
again bow its head in uncriti¬ 
cal collaboration with the rul¬ 
ing power is to traduce its own 
awful, brave martyrdom at the 
hands of Lenin and Stalin and 
their successors. If we in 
Britain lack a spiritual oontenr 
for the MUlennium Dome, 
imagine the turmoil in the 
minds of Russians who see a 
grasping and indifferent State 
shored up by a complaisant 
Church. 

T o what system of values 
does Russia now turn? 
Here was a nation 
whose most glorious modern 
cultural expression — its 19th- 
century literature — was es¬ 
sentially concerned with the 
issue of how fallen man might 
live. Communism could not 
destroy these texts in the same 
way as it tore down churches, 
or turned monasteries into 
borstals for orphaned, feral 
children. But it may have so 
weakened the Church and the 
laity that their faith in each 
other cannot be rekindled, and 
the country must lurch on 
without a counterweight to the 
»tynicism thar is its main 
public expression. 

John Lloyd is associate editor 
of the New Statesman. 



Don’t stick to your party 


P icture an election campaign 
for one of the most important 
posts in our democracy, dom¬ 
inating the front pages of 
national newspapers as many mil¬ 
lions of electors go to the polls. 

But this has been a campaign with 
a difference. The front-runners are all 
independents! Candidates with offi¬ 
cial party affiliations have been 
buried in the excitement about those 
who are standing simply as them¬ 
selves. All the talk has been of the 
personalities and plans of those men 
and women running for office on 
their own manifestos, organising 
their own campaigns. 

The media is foil of opinion and 
argument about the competing mer¬ 
its of individuals. For once, the point¬ 
scoring, the stale prose and mean- 
spirited rhetoric of party disputation 
is being brushed aside by news 
editors as poll after poll suggests that 
the Labour Party candidate, the 
Conservative candidate, and the 
Liberal Democrat are trailing badly. 

Fanciful? A dream? A piece of 
hopeless whimsy? Call me romantic, 
but 1 just have a hunch it might not 
be. As the millennium doses. I sense 
that London may be overtaken by a 
mood to give a chance to a mayor 
who is independent of party. 

No. not Peter Ackroyd. This is 
London, not Delphi. Peter and I were 
at Yak together and know very well 
why neither of us would beany good 
Please accept that l am genuinely not 
trying to set up a stall for any 
individual I may know. My purpose 
is different and two-fold: to argue 
that this is a job which could be 
tackled from outside party; and to 
argue that there is a real chance that 
mulions of Londoners might agree. 

The argument comes from one who 
is. in most circumstances, an un¬ 
ashamed apologist for party. 1 realise 
the opinion is unpopular, but I 
believe party to be indispensable to 
the British constitution. You could 
not run a legislature of 659 tribunes 
on any other basis. You could not 
drive die vast, modem, bureaucratic 
machine we call the British Govern¬ 
ment from any other driving sear but 
party. On no other basis could you, at 
a general election, put to the elector¬ 
ate a useful choice between realisable 
sets of blueprints for action. N’or. 
once the electorate has made its 
choice, could we hold government to 
account on any ocher basis. 

So I am no backslider from party, 
which l accept as a key to government 
and to modem politics — accepting, 
with it. all the whipping, the dragoon- 


London would gain from an independent 
elected mayor. So would British politics 


ing, the discipline, the bullying and 
the trampling over individual con¬ 
science that must accompany rule-by¬ 
party. To govern is to lead a team. 

But the Mayor of London will not, 
for the most part, govern. The post is 
different: a one-off. sui generis. She or 
he will be showman, salesman, 
ambassador, regulator, monitor, 
think-tank and gadfly; a knocker-of- 
heads-together. a conduit of opinion 
between Londoners and government 
and between London and its constitu¬ 
ent boroughs. He or she will be —we 
hope — a thorn in the side of 
government Do we need another 

party place-man for _ 

this post? I am excit¬ 
ed by the idea of a Cl I /T* 

Jeffrey Archer, a fi Jt/I / 
Ken Livingstone, a ^ w -M-\ A 
Chris Patten, a C 7) 

Tcmy Banks, a Sally * ryj 

Ham wee, a Clive 
Hollick. a Steve — 

Norris, a Glenda 
Jackson or (come to think of it) a John 
Major as mayor. But reflect for a 
moment on how each of those names 
gathers potency when the party 
affiliation is stripped away. A Jack- 
son. Patten or Archer — a Trevor 
Phillips or Julia Neuberger — who 
had not sought or received any 
national party’s endorsement, who 
had campaigned with supporters 
who had nor been bussed out from 
Smith Square, Cbwiey Street or 
M ill bank, who owed their old parties 
nothing and who had convinced us at 
the hustings thar they wanted to 
stand well clear of party ... such 
figures would gain immeasurably in 
stature for the job required of than. 

Why should Richard Branson join 
the Labour Parly if he wants to be 
mayor? Is the appeal of Jeremy Isaacs 
(or Jeremy PaxmanJ diminished 
because we may nor know how they 
vote in general elections? A 
Samsbury, Cadbury or Rothschild, a 
Chris Green (who built and branded 
Network SouthEast) seem to me to 
need no party imprimatur to estab¬ 
lish their credentials. As a local 
government officer. Heather Rab- 
bans. who has grabbed Lambeth by 
the scruff of its neck and redeemed 
what had become a national joke, 
must by definition have no history of 
personal party affiliation. 

Loony Lambeth. Barmy Brent. It is 


({Matthew 

c ]?arm 


not as though any of the major 
political parties have much to be 
proud of in their governance of 
London in recent decades. The Tories 
have allowed themselves to be paint¬ 
ed as anti-London, while Labour had 
to launch its London manifesto twice 
at the last election, so scant and 
sceptical was media interest in its 
plans. I re m e m be r attending one of 
these launches, involving Frank Dob¬ 
son holding a placard. The occasion 
was interrupted by the alleged sight¬ 
ing of a seal in the Thames behind 
him — whereupon the photographers 
present abandoned Mr Dobson and 

_ rushed to photo- 

7 graph the. seaL 

/ / . * , Labour’s record in 

ttbew ffissEtt 

• stain on the party’s 

Vj/yj? reputation. This is 

r / KJ now the only area of 

. . . British politics 

where Labour’s 
.power is waning. Some of their 
caunriUors are even defecting to the 
Tories. Fbur former Labour mayors 
of Hackney joined the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats last month. The Canservath'e 
Party in London has retied notorious¬ 
ly on central government bail-outs to 
keep down local taxation in a handful 
of favoured boroughs/ The names 
Westminster and Brent are no more 
sources of pride to Tories than the 
names Hackney, Islington and Har¬ 
ingey are to Labour. Among Liberal 
Democrats the words Tower Ham¬ 
lets still kill conversation. It follows 
that to detach our national parties 
from the business of selecting a 
mayor might be good for the political 
parties, os well as good for the mayor. 

Let us suppose "The Official Lab¬ 
our Party Candidate” is elected. From 
the start. London's new mayor is in 
hock to the Government to whom he 
or she owes her elevation. It would be 
difficult for such a mayor to criticise 
central government, to lay the blame 
for metropolitan problems on Labour 
policy, or to do other than co-operate 
with Cabinet plans for the capital. 
Even where the mayor's praise or 
support for central government were 
justified, his motives would be treat¬ 
ed with cynicism. When it came to 
dispassionate criticism of specific 
London boroughs, such a mayor 
would be expected by his sponsoring 


national party to spare Labour 
boroughs his harsher remarks, and 
to highlight the Mures of boroughs 
run by other parties. 

Or suppose the Tories won the 
mayoralty. Immediately, London be¬ 
comes a stick with which to beat the 
Labour Government. A Tory mayor 
would feel obliged to pride squabbles 
with Labour boroughs. Conservative 
Central Office, briefing supporters 
that The fightback begins in 
London", would start turning the 
office of mayor into an advertisement 
for evils and obduracies of the 
Labour Party. . .. ; 

As for the liberal Democrats, 
everybody knows bow slyly that 
party, crying “a plague on both their 
houses", can inject a partisan spirit 
into the planning of every pelican 
crossing. Liberal Democrats would 
see the mayoralty of London as a 
huge opportunity to disparage the 
other two parties. Their mayor would 
depict; himself as the victim of the 
Tory and iiabavr parties'. callous 
disregard of Londoners’needs. 

I said at the outset that my 
assertion was double-headed: 
first, that the argument for an 
independent mayor was strong 
in principle. Second, that ft would 
prove strong in practice. Re-reading 
the above, I am convinced that ft will 
strike a chord with Londoners. 
Labour have no potential candidate 
who is at the same time a strong, 
likeable, well-known personality, and' 
who will do Millbank’s- bidding. 
Furthermore the party is likely to be a 
good deal less popular, nationally, by 
tiie time the election of mayor is held. 

The Liberal Democrats are short of 
famous candidates with good London 
credentials. They will be further 
hampered by having been at best 
dubious about, and at worst hostile 
to. the idea in principle of a directly 
elected mayor. Their candidate will 
get off to a difficult start. 

The Tories remain widely disliked 
and I. for one, do not believe they can 
recover their good name in time for 
the appellation “Conservative" to be 
an advantage to a candidate for the 
London mayoralty. 

It is my hunch that all three parties 
will make a weaka-timn-expeaed 
showing in this race. If independent 
candidates capable of gathering early 
momentum emerge, or if any of the 
national parties are shrewd enough 
to let their more talented people stand 
independently of the machine, l 
believe London could surprise itself, 
and Britain. 


Ace service 

TONY BLAIR has placed himself in the gentle hands of a tennis coach to 
sharpen his game in time for summer. He has called on the services of 
Clare Wood, once the country's top female player. The PM met Ms Wood 
at Labour’s conference in Brighton. He has already had three sessions. 
She is impressed. "Tony is very fit. enthusiastic and keen to learn," says 
Ms Wood, who now has time to administer to the prime ministerial 
backhand — she retired from active play in November, aged 29. having 
been national champion three 
rimes. She coaches full-time, main¬ 
ly junior players, for the Lawn 
Tennis As sod a don. She has noth¬ 
ing but praise for Blair’s enthusi¬ 
asm, if not his strokes. “He has a 
good eye for the ball, he is very 
receptive to my suggestions and 
really works up a sweat,” she says. 

"He would improve very quickly if 
he played more, but he’s certainly 
got the ability to be a first-team 
dub player.” The LTA is equally 
enamoured with her “Clare has 
heaps of experience." Blair’s regu- Love alb Clare Wood 
lar partner is Lord Lev)-, the record 

company boss and party benefac- When 1 asked some months ago if 
tor. At the Commonwealth summit the grass court at Chequers — 
he asked other leaders if any were neglected since it was graced by the 
for tennis. And his "favwirite baggy shorts of Clement Atlee — 
luxury" is a long bath after a was to be restored, l was told it was 
sweaty scamper on court. not Now, it would appear, it is. A 

Downing Street confirms my jolly game, tennis, 
story bur refuses to say whether 

Ms Wood is paid; normally, she •OPULENCE will attend John 
charges £30 an hour. Tennis is Major when he travels to Jamaica 
dearly a. sensitive subject at No 10. this month to support our boys 
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against the West Indies: he is to 
avail himself of John Paul Getty's 
£14 million yacht. Talitha G, Tkc 
friendship between Major and the 
philanthropist — both Surrey fans 
and stalwarts of the splendid 
Brian Johnston XiemoriaiTrust — 
w as kindled in the directors' box at 
the Oval. This will not be the 
defeated PXPs maiden voyage: as 
the Diary discovered, he cruised 
the Med with Soma last August, 
At 217ft. tke vessel comes with 
hand-crafted wood veneers, mar¬ 
ble bathrooms, a 29-strong crew 
and a multi-sea ter whirlpool. "It 
was simply lovely ,*• Xorma told me 
of her last visit. “but I did get 
rather sea-sick ." 


All change 

DAVID BLUNKETT has hobbled 
aboard the grace and favour mer- 


ry-go-round. The Education Secre¬ 
tary is moving into a government- 
owned terrace house in Belgravia 
which, as l disclosed, is to be vacat¬ 
ed by Mo Mowlam, his Cabinet 
colleague. Although it is the official 
residence of the Home Secretary. 
Jack Straw did not wish to move in 
last May, preferring life by the riv¬ 
er. Mowlam, I hear, is leaving the 
fortress for a Pimlico mansion 
Nock. I fear this urban shuffling is 
beginning to resemble tiie country 
house saga that so damaged dear 
old Sir Geoffrey (now Lord) Howe. 

• RICHARD HARRIS, who has 
picked up the tag “hellraiser" like 



Harris; still confused 


other actors have bagged knight¬ 
hoods . has turned his back on Hol¬ 
lywood. *7 can’t pretend to be 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in these 
dreadful action movies and J am 
certainty not going to the Oscars ," 
says the star, reassuringly back on 

the sauce after 14 years of sobriety. 
The 67-yearold Harris is returning 
to his Gaelic roots. “The best films 
are being made in Ireland. My 
next role will be in Songdogs. writ¬ 
ten by the excellent Irishman. Col- 
um McCann." The screen legend 
was so keen to meet McCann that 
he intended to fly to New York to 
visit his literary hero. A late call to 
Harris’s residence at the Savoy 
Hotel prevented him from wander¬ 
ing the streets of Manhattan in 
vain. “Apparently I was due to 
meet him that evening at his book 
launch next to the Savoy. ” 

Lamb roast 

RUDE behaviour at the Dorches¬ 
ter yesterday at the Carlton 
London Restaurant awards — a 
ghastly gathering of preening' 
cuisiniers. One of BBCs.Fat La¬ 
dies, Jennifer Paterson, took excep¬ 
tion to being photographed with ■ 
her Channel Five rival, the exple¬ 
tive-loving Nancy Lamb. Ms P ob¬ 
served: “She is absolutely ghastly. 1 
am allergic to her. She cant cook 
and her recipes are dreadful." 



Bright futures catwalk swank 

• THIS smouldering young Ital¬ 
ianis modelling the latest Versace- 
esque number sported by futures 
market traders at Liffe, Os competi¬ 
tion hots up to wear ever more lu- 
. rid jockos. A catwalk slot is expec¬ 
ted and The Clothes Show is to 
; devote an episode to fashion in the 
futures pits. I fear my young maid 
JSmity will rush to tiie City to meet 
a jazzy barrow boy. 


Jasper Gerard 



■ Save me a clone 

so that I can avoid 
the dirty work 

C lone, sweet clone is no 

longer a science-fiction 

monster as alarming as 
the living dead, or Franken¬ 
stein's monster, or Boris Karloff 
wrapped in ratting cerements 
and uttering uncouth groans. It 
is a sheep called Dolly. And 
predictably on the dags of [Jolly, 
the first human cloning com¬ 
pany has been set up. predict¬ 
ably also in the Bahamas. 

In this there are dangers as 
well as dilemmas. The fear is no 
longer the quadrupedal one of a 
dozen Desert Orchids thunder¬ 
ing neck and neck around 
Epsom towards a biologically 
inevitable photo-finish. It is of 
some madman getting hold of a 
pjftv of dandruff from Jeffrey 
Archer’s hairbrush and produc¬ 
ing a thousand Archer clones 
far what conceivable reason 
God (alias Jeffrey) only knew, if 
this calamity were to come to 
pass, I know who would be the 
only suspect for doner. Never¬ 
theless, there would be advan¬ 
tages in keeping a few spare 
dones of oneself in the cupboard 
for a rainy day. One could send 
a done round the park with the 
little dogs on filthy mornings 
without giving one's office suit a 
wet-dean. A done could be sent 
to represent one at launch 
parties for books! to drink warm 
white wine out of plastic and be 
deafened by the thunder of 
freeloaders. A done could do the 
washing-up. 

In fact, 1 tike washing-up. It 
deans the hands, and it is a 
mindless activity during which 
you can think beautiful thoughts 
and listen to music. But the 
possibility of keeping some judi¬ 
cious dones for dirty or unpopu¬ 
lar work could replace tiie 
anderit broken-cup ploy. Break¬ 
ing teacups has been used as an 
excuse far getting out of the 
washing-up since pottery was 
invented. An equally unanswer- 
able.plqy for gating out of dirty 
work at the filling station is to 
put diesel in the petrol tank or let 
all the air out of, instead of into, 
a tyre.. You need do ft only once. 

- In my household it is the 
Green Beagle excuse. 1 have 
been forbidden to paint or 
decorate since I dropped three 
gallons of indelible green paint 
from the ceiling over the senior 
beagle. Even on rainy days she 
attracted attention in the park 
.for a year until the green grew 
out 

Heroes of life and literature 
have always used the green 
beagle excuse. If Hamlet had got 
on with life instead of mooning 
around thinking of excuses, 
there would have been no play. 
Macbeth was in such a teacup- 
breaking mode after Duncan’s 
murder, that his wife excused 
him from smearing the grooms 
with blood: "Infirm of purpose! 
Give me tiie drying-up doth.” 

T he heroes in Dickens are 
all teacup-breakers. Whe¬ 
ther it is teaching, study¬ 
ing for the law, or doing 
something unspecified in the 
City, they paint their beagles 
green until rescued by a happy 
ending, fri his snob's progress in 
Great Expectations Pip is a 
teac up-b reaker as blacksmith’s 
apprentice, trainee gentleman, 
and lover. Dickens’s original 
bitter ending was more realistic 
than the sentimental one thar he 
substituted at the instigation of 
Bulwer-Lytton. The boyish 
charm of strong silent men often 
consists of breaking things to 
bring out the maternal instinct 
in suckers. 

Their teacup excuse invites the 
Lord Finchley moral. You re¬ 
member: he tried to mend tire 
Electric Light/ Himself, it struck 
him dead: And serve him right!/ 

It is the business of the wealthy 
man/ To give employment to the 
artisan. Wealthy is as wealthy 
does. But we are going to have to 
watt for prices to come down 
imtil we can afford to buy a 
done to substitute for our green 
beagles. 

The going rate is £130,000 for 
a done. And there are other 
impediments to the project. The 
donmg company has been 
founded by somebody called 
RaeL the founder of a religious 
organisation called the Raelian 
movement. They believe char life 
°n Earth was created in labora- 
tones W extraterrestrials whose 
name (Elohim) fa found in the 
™ mistranslated as 
daim that Jesus’s 
resurrection was, in fact, a 

* e £r il ! d ** Elohim - 

Rael ays: Cloning will enable 
mankind to reach eternal life.” 

Je dyke for Dolly. But a clone in 
the cupboaid to do ^ # 

work on rainy days will be a 
domestic comfort, and a useful 

52K <m . ** original done, 
a *wig used for 

shirkers descnpno ° °* os DIY 
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% BLAIR GOES TO DUDLEY 



Labour can make a success of welfareif its priorities are dear 


' t B 

Hie Pnme Minister set out last night with an 

" ■ >aim to secure support for change in the 
welfare state. Support for change, in the 
■"'i broadest sense, already exists. He travelled 
.. to Dudley with a fair wind behind him. 
Vencouraged in his project by both the Labour 
r rebel Dr Lynne Jones and the Conservative 
leader William Hague. Whatever the wind, 
however, Mr Blair cannot hope to satisfy all 
• ••" those who have invested hope in him. As the 
detail of his plans is unveiled new alliances, 
of the dispossessed or disgruntled, will 
e merge to c hallenge. 

Different constituencies have radically 
different expectations of what welfare re¬ 
form will mean. They cannot all be satisfied, 
and some must soon be confronted. If Mr. 
Blair tries to preserve a consensus against 
sin he will not be able to tackle real evils. Mr 
Blair believes that as with Nixon’s trip to 
Mao’s China, only a party trusted lfy its 
supporters can force them to adapt to new 
circumstances. But as Mr Hague pointed 
- . out yesterday, unless Mr Blair makes his 
strategy clear and takes his enemies on, 
welfare reform may not be “Nzxon in China " 
but new Labour's Vietnam. 

The Government published a series of 
• files from the Social Security Department 
yesterday which underline the scale of fraud 
and exposed some of the inefficiencies and 
inequities of the current system. The Prime 
Minister has ammunition enough for an 
assault on the old structures, but the 
building blocks of his replacement are still 
an Hi-formed heap. Mr Blair has argued that 
getting the detail right is more important 
than throwing bones to hungry observers. 
But it is in his interests to provide the public 
with a greater degree of clarity on principles. 

He should recall the confusion caused by 
the varying defences of changes to single 
parent benefits. At different times ministers 
argued that the change was necessary to 
1 save money in a tight budgetary round, and 
that it was a good in itself, part of a 
redesigned welfare system and justified 
whatever the budget position. This muddle 


brought the Government its worst week of 
the new parliament. 

Mr Blair could face the same problem, on 
a much larger scale, if he does not make 
more explicit the goals of his reform 
programme. Is change designed to free 
resources, as some in the Treasury argue, for 
more spending an priorities such as health 
and education? Is change meant as Harriet 
Harman, the Social Security Secretary, has 
argued in the context of proposed “affluence 
tests”, to transfer resources within the social 
security budget to the worse-off? Or is 
change to be driven in the direction outlined 
in the past by the anti-means test Minister 
for Welfare Reform, Frank Field? 

These priorities need not necessarily 
conflict but they do compete. Every penny 
saved can only be spent once. The fine detail 
of reform Will involve even more sensitive 
negotiation of competing claims as, for 
example; the merits of taxing child benefit 
limiting maternity pay and providing family 
tax credits areweighed against the virtues of 
maintaining independent-taxation for-both 
partners in marriage. But even before that 
briar patch is entered, broader compass 
bearings need to be seL 

The middle classes, contemplating the 
erosion of their entitlements, may be happy 
to see the money saved spent on schools and 
hospitals which they use. They may not 
support a cut in their expected income which 
is spent on bigger benefits for others. Many 
in the Parliamentary Labour Parly may 
enthusiastically support more spending on 
the poorest They may not stomach an end to 
universality and fewer citizens with a direct 
stake in the system. Finding work, for those 
on welfare ensures the talents of the young 
are not squandered. But, as the American 
experience shows, employment program¬ 
mes cost money long before they save it Mr 
Blair has already shown courage, in his 
determination to end the feather-bedding of 
the better-off, not least in higher education. 
He will not want for support if he makes it 
dear where he proposes to lead. 


PRIVACY AND FREEDOM 

A bad law, but it could have been worse 


The Data Protection Bill published yester¬ 
day dramatically tightens the restrictions on 
the holding and use of personal data. It does 
so although, in the words of die Home 
Office, “lhe risks posed to individuals tiy the 
processing of their data are not identifiabfy 
different" from those addressed in 1984 by 
current law. It does so at high admin¬ 
istrative cost to every sector of the economy, 
businesses, central and local government, 
schools and charities; the Government's best 
guess is £1.16 billion to create new data 
protection systems and an annual bill of 
£742 million thereafter. It does so, not 
because the Government believed this 
legislation to be necessary, but because it is 
obliged to implement a 1995 European 
Union directive which Britain voted against 
At the Home Office, Jack Straw and Lord 
Williams of Mostyn have tried to make the 
best of a bad job, while pointing out that 
there is a silver lining to this blade cloud of 
regulation. This Bill will, with specified 
exceptions, give people explicit rights to be 
told what data concerning them has been 
collected and to inspect the files, and prevent 
data users from holding or using their 
personal records without their clear consent 
There was scope for some tightening of the 
2 dlaw on sale of data mines to third parties. 
' r This law tips the balance too far in the other 
direction. Because it proscribes the transfer 
of data outside the EU to any country which 
does not have “adequate" data protection it 
will damage Britain’s important insurance 
and banking sectors. It will force many 
companies to create new compliance depart¬ 
ments. They will pass the costs on. 

The Government has made efforts to 
lighten this burden as far as the EU will 


permit In particular. Lord Wiliams has 
shown political courage in framing a broad 
exemption for journalism, research and 
lileraiy material, without which this legisla¬ 
tion could have introduced a privacy law by 
a side entrance. At worst it could have 
imposed a blanket law of press censorship 
by giving people the right to be told by the 
media that material about them was being 
collected, to see the files and to block 
publication. Against the advice of Home 
Office officials, Lord Williams has heeded 
Lord Wakehain’s warning, as Chairman of 
the Press Complaints Commission, that 
such law “would destroy journalism" in 
Britain. Using an ambiguous clause in the 
EU directive permitting governments “to 
reconcile the right to privacy with the rules 
governing freedom of expression", he has 
weighted the balance towards freedom. 

Editors will be exempt from most key 
restrictions. They will be allowed to refuse 
access to information gathered by journal¬ 
ists if there is “a view to publication", if they 
"reasonably" believe that this is in the public 
interest or if to do so would be incompatible 
with “the purposes of journalism". Individ¬ 
uals could then appeal to the Data Protec¬ 
tion Commissioner, but the Commissioner 
would not see the material. The Bill also 
rules out injunctions to block publication 
although, after publication, individuals 
would be able to sue for distress caused. 

For this relief, the public may not be 
grateful; but that can only be because the 
purpose is not easily grasped. The press in 
this country already operates under exces¬ 
sive restraints. With this law, it risked being 
gagged by anyone with money and some¬ 
thing to hide. That risk is now reduced. 


THE OLD MAN AND THE MOON 

Pensioner Glenn deserves his place among the stars 


.v As the arteries harden and the armchair 
■ beckons, many pensioners dream of taking 
the weight off their feet But few attempt to 
do so by whirling around space in a 
condition of weightlessness. John Glenn is 
made of the Right Stuff, however, and ever 
since his pioneering space flight 36 years ago 

he has longed to be back among the stars. At 
the age of 76, he has now volunteered to don 
his old space suit, climb back into his 
capsule and prepare for blast-off in October. 
His return, he insists, is all in the cause of 
science, to study ageing in conditions of 
weightlessness. But his motives must also be 
more personal. All America was over the 
moon when he last flew round die world; he 
now wants to be there too. 

For the past quarter century Mr Glam 
has been orbiting not the dome of the 
heavens but the dome of Capitol HilL But 
the Senator from Ohio is for ever fixed in the 
public imagination as the intrepid 40-year- 
old astronaut, the man in the Nasa suit with 
the smile of the pioneer and the breezy wave 
of confident new' mom. His face has, like 
Dorian Gray's picture, remained un- 
- changed in the public mind. 

• No wonder then that Mr Glenn wants to 

revisit the attic' of the skies, even-though 
mortal ravages may be accelerated by super- 
gravitational forces, sensory deprivation 
and loss of muscle tone that may make the 
long-postponed face-lift inevitable when he 


returns to Earth. Ever since his pioneering 
flight in 1962. when he was forced to pilot his 
spaceship- to earth manually after the 
automatic re-entry guidance systems failed, 
Nasa has held on to his heroic image. He 
never lost sight of the skits and throughout 
his congressional career has kept his spirits 
sober and his body trim: even today he 
walks two miles a day, lifts weights at home 
and still pilots his own plane. 

Some earth-bound mortals speculate that 
they could stay forever young by flying 
backwards round the world. For those who 
havefathomed Stephen Hawkins’physics, it 
might seem as though this were possible in 
space. Should Mr Glenn orbit the globe fast 
enough, could he not meet his bid self — still 
young and stiH pushing back frontiers? 

Senator Glenn, who retires from Congress 
this year, would not be the first politician to 
fly aboard the shuttle: Senator Jake Gam 
and Congressman Bill Nelson have been up 
before him. But what an intimidating 
presence he will be! Who would dare 
question an order barked from the man who 
was-pufling-levers in space when they were, 
playing with mobiles in their cots? Who 
would accompany him an a space walk 
when his peers on earth are shuffling round 
the block with the dog? Mr Glenn may soon 
hold the most ostentatious pensioner’s travel 
pass; but the nearest he comes to being gaga 
is coming second after Gagarin. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Bennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Consternation at 
welfare revolution 

From Mr John Grieve Smith 

Sir, Tony Blair’s article today. “Why 
Britain needs a new welfare state", 
implies that the main obstacle to re¬ 
ducing unemployment is that the 
welfare system makes some people 
unwilling or unable to work, rather 
than the fact that there are not enough 
jobs to go round. 

Experience in the era of full employ¬ 
ment (when the welfare system was 
more, rather than less generous) was 
that if the demand for labour was 
there, people showed no wish to 
remain unemployed. His statement 
that “anyone of working age who can 
work should work" carries a repug¬ 
nantly authoritarian and punitive 
undertone. 

Mr Blair has got it the wrong way 
round: reducing unemployment wiU 
reduce the welfare bill; cutting bene¬ 
fits will nor necessarily reduce unem¬ 
ployment. The key to reducing welfare 
costs is to restore full employment. 
That is a task for economic policy. 

The real problem today is how- to 
create the conditions for a further 
expansion in demand and reduction 
in unemployment without increasing 
inflation. That depends on effective 
pay restraint and establishing the 
industrial confidence needed io ex¬ 
pand capacity. Without a stronger 
demand for labour. Welfare to Work 
measures will merely increase the 
competition for die lowest paid jobs 
and further worsen conditions of 
employment. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN GRIEVE SMITH, 

Robinson College. 

Cambridge CB3 9AN. 

January 15. 

From Professor Emeritus 
Margaret Christie 

Sir. William Rees-Mogg's comprehen¬ 
sive review of issues associated with 
provision of the old-age pension 
f Beware the grey vote - . January 15) 
superbly encapsulated the thoughts 
and feelings of many leaner cats in the 
middle classes. 

The apparently short-sighted, 
short-term, anti-savings philosophy of 
the Government is incomprehensible 
to those who have worked and plan¬ 
ned toward being minimally burden¬ 
some to society in their declining 
years. 

It will indeed be interesting to see 
the impact of the present Govern¬ 
ment’s “youthlsm” on future voting by 
the grey people's army] 

Yours faithfully, 

MARGARET CHRISTIE, 

100 Green shaw Drive, 

Haxby, York YOS 3DG. 

January 15. 

From Mr if. S. McPherson 

Sir, July 5,1998, will be the 50th anni¬ 
versary of rbe introduction of the Nat¬ 
ional Insurance scheme, deriving 
from the Beveridge report of 1942, de¬ 
rided on by the Coalition Government 
in 1944 and enacted by the Labour 
Government in 1946. 

It would be interesting to know the 
present Government’s proposals to 
mark this notable anniversary. 

Yours faithfully, 
h. s. McPherson, 

Holme End, Ri min gran. 

Clirheroe, Lancashire BB7 4EA. 
January 14. 


Lords not cowed by ‘Prescott bluster 


From the Opposition Chief Whip in 
the House of Lords 

Sir. John Prescott has again brought 
out the hoary' old chestnut that yester¬ 
day's defeat in the House of Lords 
proves the case for the creation of an 
Upper House which would be an as¬ 
sembly nominated by No 10. Of 
course, it proves nothing of the kind. 
The amendment merely requires the 
Government to publish its detailed 
proposals for the way in which its new 
London authority will operate and its 
plans for the powers of the mayor in a 
Bill, nor less than eight weeks before 
calling a referendum on the principle. 

It does not stop the referendum 
taking place. It does not interfere with 
the Governments plans for London, h 
merely asks the Government to set out 
its proposals before Parliament before 
calling a vote. Its aim is that London¬ 
ers will know exacily what they are 
voting for. 

This is exactly the kind of issue that 
an Upper House should take up — 
exactly the kind of thins that a senile 
assembly, whose members were 
nominated by Mr Blair, would let 


pass. But such an assembly would be 
the eventual result of Mr Blair’s 
Cromwellian plans to remove heredi¬ 
tary peers, without proposing any 
alternative independent element. 

Nor was Labour's defeat due to he¬ 
reditary peers. The amendment was 
won by six voies. Fifty two Labour 
peers failed to vote. They included 
three senior ministers and a number 
of the 3b new “Blairire” peers created 
since the election. Lord Richard, Lead¬ 
er of the House of Lords, should put 
his own house in order, before fulmin¬ 
ating about the need to dismantle the 
Upper House of Parliament. 

Mr Prescoiffc bluster is once again 
the cloak for Government incompe¬ 
tence. The future of Parliament is too 
important an issue to be treated in this 
cavalier way. The House of Lords will 
not be intimidated by Mr Blair into 
failing in its duty to secure proper ac¬ 
countability of government — any 
government — to Parliament 

Yours etc. 

STRATHCLYDE. 

House of Lords. 

January 14. 


Armed Forces far from fighting fit 


From General Sir Martin Famdale 

Sir. Michael Evans made some useful 
points in his artide of December 29, 
“Fighting fit for the next century" 
(letter, January 8). The Government 
has insisted on a Defence Review, pre¬ 
sumably because it wanted to be seen 
to examine defence in spite of the dis¬ 
ruption it would cause. To mitigate 
their action ministers insisted that it 
would be "commitment" driven, not 
Treasury’driven; but, as Evans rightly 
implies, this is hard to believe. 

Defence was cut throughout the 
Cold War. Had a war started we 
would have had some embarrassing 
moments, as the setting up of a force 
for the Gulf War illustrated. By the 
end of toe Cold War the “peace divi¬ 
dend" had already been spent and the 
Army was about the right size to face 
the uncertainties of the 21st century. In 
fact cuts of up to 40 per cent were in¬ 
flicted on its combat capability by the 
last Government It too. insisted that 
its review was not Treasury- driven. 

Politicians often say that they see no 
threat, therefore there is no threaL 
This then enables them to reduce toe 
Armed Forces. They say that if they 
are wrong, they will have time to re¬ 
verse toe process: but this seldom hap¬ 
pens, because to do so in time is 
always seen as escalating a crisis. 

Today, with toe complexity of 
equipment, instant communications, 
toe high standard of training de¬ 
manded and the sheer pace of events.- 
there will never be enough time any¬ 
way. Nor will industry have time to 
build more complex equipment; and 
we have also removed the one chance 
we had of rapid expansion by selling 
off most of our surpluses, many of 
them quite good enough to start the 
process of reequipping in crisis. 

Today toe British Army is the size of 
a Cup Final crowd at Wembley. Over¬ 
stretch is severe, and there will be no 
time or equipment to expand rapidly 
if by chance we have got it wrong. The 
Armed Forces are well able to restruc¬ 
ture themselves to cope with modern 
technology without the disruption 
caused by perpetual defence reviews. 


Because the unexpected will occur 
we musr retain an ability to respond 
anywhere on the military spectrum, 
albeit in most cases only with Allies. 
This means that our Armed Forces 
must be big enough both to meet rout¬ 
ine commitments and to do at least 
some training for operations in the 
rest of the spectrum, and all with less 
overstretch. 

Yours sincerely, 

MARTIN FARNDALE. 

The East India Club. 

16 Sr James's Square. SWIY 4LH. 
January 11. 

From Mr William T. Hutton 

Sir. After half a century of continuous 
policy changes over toe size and shape 
of the Armed Forces. I am prompusi 
to ask whether there has nor been too 
much policy direction in this area, and 
direction of a dubious nature. It seems 
to me that the day-today operation of 
defence is akin to that of an industry, 
and that it could therefore usefully be 
governed by the chief executive of a 
property constituted "Defence Ser¬ 
vices Authority". 

The Armed Services are already 
management-oriented in the widest 
sense, with experience abundantly 
available to undertake an expanded 
role. Age limitations for both military 
and civilian members of the new au¬ 
thority would need to be raised in or¬ 
der to secure long-term commitment; 
but it would seem reasonable to en¬ 
trust a chief executive from the Ser¬ 
vices with its organisation. It would 
embrace military, procurement, scien¬ 
tific and administrative skills, and it 
would be answerable for political pun 
poses to a Minister of Defence, head¬ 
ing a small secretariat. 

The essence of a new Defence Re¬ 
view should be, in one area at least, to 
impose financial control where it can 
properly be exercised. 

Yours faithfully. 

WILLIAM HUTTON. 

8 Sutherland Avenue, 

Pens Wood. Orpington BR5 JQZ 
January 8. 


From Mr Laurence Carcas 

Sir, When are we going to receive an 
apology from both the Labour Party 
and the Conservative Party for the 
fraudulent mis-selling of pensions 
over the last 50 years? 

Yours faithfully. 

LAURENCE CARCAS. 

Yame Cottage, Tower Hill, 

Horsham, West Sussex RH13 7JT. 
January 15. 


Speed limits 

From Dr hi. A. Honess 

Sir, I was appalled by toe levity of 
Magnus Linklater’s article. “Shorn of 
my driving licence and my dignity" 
(Weekend, January 10). Mr Linklater 
would appear to believe that multiple 
convictions for speeding are to be 
approached in a light-hearted man¬ 
ner. He seems to have no regard for 
the possible consequences of his 
action. 

Travelling at 50mph in a 30mph 
speed limit is nor only illegal, but 
criminally dangerous. It ill behoves 
Mr Linklarer or The Times to publish 
an article which trivialises such 
behaviour. 

I remain. Sir, your obedient servant, 
NEIL HONESS. 

31 Orton Road, 

Child wall, Liverpool LJ6 6AR. 
Januaty 11 


Horse sense 

From Mrs Jane Combes 

Sir, My commiseration to Mrs Robin 
Cook in her present tribulations (let¬ 
ters, January 15); but she, and all kin¬ 
dred horsewomen, should take com¬ 
fort in her relationship with a horse 
(report and photograph, January 10). 
If ir rewards care and love with a kick 
in the teeth, you can always sell it or 
shoot it. 

Yours faithfully, 

JANE COMBES, 

An Hewas, Gusti Veor, 

Newquay, Cornwall TRS 4JU- 
January 14. 


NHS priorities 

From Mr Richard E. Field 

Sir. Rabbi Julia Neuberger, Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive of toe King's Fund (letter, 
January 5). mentions examples of rat¬ 
ioning in the NHS and suggests that 
we need an informed debate on how to 
allocate our limited healthcare resour¬ 
ces. I beg that a thought be given to 
toe people who funded the NHS for 
the past 50 years. 

I now find myself ashamed to face 
these people. Every week my clinics 
are attended by individuals with arth¬ 
ritic hips and knees. Most were refer¬ 
red by their family doctors more than 
six months earlier. Many are in tears 
when they attend. Many cannot walk 
more than a few yards. Most have 


Boys and girls 

From Mrs Diane Peschier 

Sir, New Labour, worried about girls 
outstripping boys in academic 
achievement, has decided to create 
new, highly paid teaching posts, 
apparently in toe hope of attracting 
male teachers who will acr as positive 
role models and counteract the “lad- 
dish-culiure of anti-learning" (report, 
January 5). 

Girls have always had to perform 
much better than their male peers in 
order to be taken seriously in their 
chosen careers. The reaching profes¬ 
sion is no exception to this rule: it is 
common knowledge that if a male 
teacher wants a headship, he will 
achieve this with greater rapidity in 
junior school, which is mainly staffed 
by females. 

Now ir seems that hard-working, 
professional women are to be super¬ 
seded once more merely because of 
their gender. Is this really toe lesson 
we should be giving our children in a 
so-called age of equality? 

Yours faithfully, 

DIANE PESCHIER, 

Ash wood, 

37 Hermitage Road, 

Kenley. Surrey CR8 5EA. 

January 5. 


reached a stage where painkillers pro¬ 
vide little relief. If they do manage to 
sleep, pain wakes them as soon as 
they mm. 

Hip and knee replacements restore 
almost all these people to normal 
lives. The situation for cataract suffer¬ 
ers is comparable. These people paid 
for the NHS. I teli them that they must 
wait a further IS months before -we 
can undertake toeir operations. 

If this is how we treat those who 
paid for our health service, how will 
our children treat us? 

I remain, yours faithfully, 

RICHARD FIELD 
f Consultant orthopaedic surgeon), 

St Helier Hospital. Wrythe Lane. 
Carshalton, Surrey SM5 1AA. 
January 7. 


From Mr Jack Ind 

Sir, I am convinced, from my experi¬ 
ence in a range of schools, that the 
shift from O level to GCSE in toe 
l9S0s favoured the feminine brain. 

I give but one example from my 
own discipline. After studying Virgil’s 
Aeneid. Book 2. pupils of old were in¬ 
vited to answer such questions as: 
"Describe what actions Aeneas took 
when he discovered Troy was burn¬ 
ing." Both boys and girls were well 
able to respond appropriately. 

In GCSE a typical question has be¬ 
come: "How do you think Aeneas felt 
as he watched Troy bum?" Nothing 
that we do in school will equip year-11 
boys to respond to such questions as 
effectively as do year-11 girls. 

Yours faithfully, 

JACK IND. 

Senior Common Room, 

Eastbourne College, 

Old Wish Road, 

Eastbourne. Sussex BN20 7DG. 
January 5. 
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Danger in move to 
erode jury powers 

From Mr Peter F. Carter-Ruck 

Sir, The Home Office campaign to 
increase confidence in judges (report. 
January 5) may or may not be well 
founded: but however excellent our 
judges may be seen to be, it cannot be 
in toe national interest to increase 
their powers at the expense of juries. 

Any erosion of the right to trial by 
jury, one of our democratic safe¬ 
guards. would constitute a first step 
towards vesting all power in the judi¬ 
ciary. Thus the suggestion that the 
Lord Chancellor and the SoJiciior- 
GeneraJ believe that really heavy 
fraud trials may be too difficult for 
ordinary juries (report Law-. Decem¬ 
ber 9) is of particular concern. 

Where toe existing system has fail¬ 
ed is in the abrogation and repeal of 
the right to call for special juries — ie. 
those whose members require some 
qualification. This wholly unsatis¬ 
factory situation started with a party- 
politically motivated measure under 
the Juries Act 1949 abolishing special 
juries for libel actions: ir concluded 
with the Courts Aa 1971. when such 
juries were abolished for fraud trials. 
inter alia. 

As a result, citizens are no longer 
judged by their peers — toeir equals — 
bur by anyone, criminal, illiterate, un¬ 
educated or medically unfit, because 
ihe only qualification for eligibility to 
serve on a jury is to be over 18 and un¬ 
der 70. A university professor of 71 
with a first-class honours degree in 
jurisprudence is not eligible; a semi- 
iliberate 18-year-old is. 

Both the relevant Acts, in so far as 
they affect jury trials, should be re¬ 
pealed and replaced with some sensi¬ 
ble minimum qualification for eligibi¬ 
lity, so that those involved in civil or 
criminal trials would be judged, as 
they are entitled to be judged, by their 
peers. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER CARTER-RUCK. 

Peter Carter-Ruck and 
Partners (solicitors). 

75 Shoe Lane, 

London EC4A 3BQ. 

January 5. 


Recruiting under-18s 

From the Secretary of State for 
International Development 

Sir. You report me today as being in¬ 
volved in a "looming Cabinet row''' 
over Armed Forces recruitment policy 
of under-lSs. 

This is simply not true. 1 am not 
pressing For die UK to end recruit¬ 
ment of under-18s to toe Forces. The 
Department for International Deve¬ 
lopment works across Africa, helping 
to rehabilitate children as young as 
seven abducted from their homes and 
forced to fight. 

There is an entirely separate dis¬ 
cussion within Whitehall as to whe¬ 
ther the UK should agree to a UN pro¬ 
posal to limit the minimum age of For¬ 
ces recruitment. My interest is in the 
child soldiers of Africa. There is no ar¬ 
gument taking place between minis¬ 
ters on either issue. 

Yours faithfully, 

CLARE SHORT. 

Department for International 
Development, 

94 Victoria Street, 

London SW1E 5JJL 
January 14. 


Positive thoughts 

From Mrs Allison Walker-Morecroft 

Sir, I decided to replace "absolutely" 
which has crept insidiously into my 
conversation (and the entire radio net¬ 
work) with a simple “yes". This did 
not work so I am frying “most certain¬ 
ly", with little success, as yet. 

Yours etc. 

ALU SON WALKER-MORECROFT, 
47 Colman Road. Norwich NR47AN. 
January 13. 


Tiger-hugging 

From Mr Paul Williams 

Sir. Last week, following a tragic cir¬ 
cus accident (reports and leading arti¬ 
cle. January 9/, you seemed to imply 
that tiger-hugging was not a good 
idea. Today you celebrate the act with 
a front page photograph. 

Perhaps the new food safety watch¬ 
dog (reports and leading article. Janu¬ 
ary 15) could issue guidelines to clarify 
the matter? 

Yours, 

PAUL WILLIAMS. 

Dolphin House. St Peter Street. 
Winchester, Hampshire S023 8BW. 
paulw@interdlpha.co. uk 
January 15. 


Once bitten 

From Mr Bruce Mackenzie 

Sir, Indeed, if it was a bile f'Fenn’s 
ear", leading article, January 14; let¬ 
ter. January 15) toe penalty musr be 
exemplary; bur a mere 12 months' ban 
would be insufficient for one who may 
have tasted blood. 

Recently a Chipperfield destroyed 
the tiger which had done the same. I 
do nor suggest toe two cases are dir¬ 
ectly related, but perhaps there is a 
parallel. 

Yours etc, 

BRUCE MACKENZIE, 

6 Fieldside Close, 

Fambnrough, Kent BR6 7TT. 

January 15. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
January 15: Prince Edward, 
Patron, Ocean Youth Club, 
this evening visited the 
London International Boat 
Show and afterwards attend¬ 
ed a Reception at Earls Court 
Exhibition Centre, London 
SW5. 

BUCKINGHAM PAIACE 
January 15: The Princess Roy¬ 
al, President, Save the Chila- 
ren Fund, this maming visited 
the Tipton Childminding 
Project and Resource Centre, 
Hawthorn Business Centre, 
West Bromwich, and this af¬ 
ternoon visited West Brom¬ 
wich Albion Football Club, 
Tom Silks Building, Halfords 
Lane, and was received by 
Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieuten¬ 


ant of West Midlands (Mr 
Robert Taylor). 

Her Royal Highness, Presi¬ 
dent, this evening attended the 
Save the Children Fund Inter¬ 
national Financing Review 
Annual Awards Dinner at the 
Grosvenor House Hotel 
London Wl. 

ST JAMES’S PALACE 
January 15: The Duke of Kent 
this morning attended a pre¬ 
sentation of Digital Television 
by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation on behalf of 
the Royal Television Society 
at Wood Lane. London 
W12. 

His Royal Highness this 
evening attended a Dinner 
given by the Dresden Trust at 
St James's Palace. 


Memorial service 

Mr Colin Dryden 
A service of thanksgiving for the 
life of Mr Colin Dryden, former 
motoring correspondent of The 
Daily Telegraph, was held yes¬ 
terday at St Bride’s. Fleet Street. 
EC4. Canon John Oates officiated 
and pronounced the blessing. 

Mr Andrew Hutchinson, also 
representing the Editor of The 
Daily Telegraph, read The Open 
Road from The Wind in the 
Willows by Kenneth Grahame, Mr 
Arthur Reed read High Right by 
Pilot Officer John Gillespie Magee, 
and Mrs Joanna Gibson (daugh¬ 
ter) read From the works of Canon 
Henry Scotl Holland. Mr Patrick 
Mennem gave an address. 


Service dinner 

Liverpool University Air 
Squadron 

Air Chief Marshal Sir David 
Cousins, Air Member for Person¬ 
nel and Air Officer Commanding- 
in-Chief RAF Personnel and 
Training Command, was the guest 
of honour at the annual dinner of 
Liverpool University Air Squadron 
held last night at RAF Woodvale. 

Air Vke-MarshaJ JrH. Thomp¬ 
son. Air Officer Commanding and 
Commandant, RAF College, 
Cran well. Professor Sir Robert 
Shields. Professor of Surgery, 
Liverpool University, and Profes¬ 
sor DA Ritchie. Chairman. Mili¬ 
tary Education Committee. Liver¬ 
pool University, were the principal 
guests. Squadron Leader PJ. Bar¬ 
rett presided. 


Lecture 

Anglia Sports Law Research 
Centre 

Mr Edward Grayson. Visiting 
Professor of Sport and the Law to 
the Anglia Sports Law Research 
Centre at Anglia Polytechnic 
University, yesterday delivered his 
inaugural lecture “Sport and the 
Law: A return to Corinthian Val¬ 
ues?" at Lord's. He was introduced 
tty the Vice-Chancellor, Mr Mich¬ 
ael Maiane-Lee- 


University 

news 

London 

Royal Hofloway 

Professor Chris Smith has been 
appointed to the new Reed Chair in 
Organisational Behaviour in the 
School of ManagonenL He joins 
Royal Holloway from Aston 
University, where he was a Senior 
Lecturer in the Aston Business 
School 

The following titles have been 
conferred: 

Dr Dieter Gal [man. Professor of 
Computer Science 
Dr Catherine LoewenlhaL Reader 
in Psychology 

Dr John Saunders, Professor of 
Low Temperature Physics 
Dr Nigel Saul. Professor of Medi¬ 
eval History 

Dr Michael Spagat, Reader in 
Economics 

Dr Arturo Tosi, Professor of Ital¬ 
ian Studies 

Dr J Michael Wilson, Reader in 
Atomic Physics. 


Dinner 

Marketers’Company 
Dr Roger A. Hood. Master of the 
Marketers' Company, presided at 
the installation dinner held at 
Stationers’ Hall last night. Aider- 
man Sir Christopher Leaver and 
Mr John Petersen. Senior Warden, 
also spoke. During the evening the 
Master presented the Masters 
Prize to Ms Lisa Pollard for the 
best performance in the intensive 
diploma course of the Chartered 
Institute of Marketing, and an 
award to Ms Vicky Gardner for 
the best marketing project in the 
Henley-Brund Modular MBA 
scheme. Among others present 
were: 

The Masters of the Stationers’and 
Builders Merchants' Companies, 
the Honorary Colonel and the 
Commanding Officer of 151 
(Greater London) Support Regi¬ 
ment. Royal Logistic Corps (Volun¬ 
teers). the Rageantmaster and die 
Director of Education. Chartered 
Institute of Marketing- 


Birthdays today 


Mr Colin Banks, graphic designer. 
66; Sir Alastair Blair, former 
Writer to the Sigrwt. 90; Mr 
Richard Burrows, chairman and 
chief executive. Irish Distillers 
Group. 5£ Air Marshal Sir Robert 
Craven. 82; Sir Robin Dunn, 
former Lord Justice of Appeal. 80; 
Professor Roy Foster. FBA, Irish 
historian, 49; the Right Rev Mich¬ 
ael Henley. Bishop of Sr Andrews, 
Dunkek) and Dunblane. 60: 
Professor Sir Peter Hirsch. FRS. 
metallurgist. 73: Professor Elaine 
Murphy, professor of psycho-geri¬ 
atrics. 51; Mr R.L Ormond, direc¬ 
tor. National Maritime Museum, 


59; Miss N.S. Feppard. race rela¬ 
tions consultant. 76; Mr K.H. 
Shackleton. artist and naturalist. 
75; Professor Sir Frederick Stew¬ 
art. FRS. geologist. 82: Lord Thom¬ 
son of Monifieth. KT. 77; Mr Cliff 
Thorbum. snooker player. 50; 
Miss Christine Truman, tennis 
player, 57. 

Lady Vaizey. art critic. 60; 
Professor Sir William Wade. QC. 
FBA. former Master, Gonvflfe and 
Caius College. Cambridge. 80: Mr 
James Watson, former chairman. 
National Freight Consortium. 61 
Mr Michael While, theatre and 
film producer. 62. 



Archaeology 


Where the wealthy lost 
most of their teeth 


By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


HUMAN remains found dur¬ 
ing repairs to a Chester 
church show poor dental 
health and a range of physical 
afflictions. 

Although St Mary-on-Lhe- 
Hfll lay next to Chester Castle 
and was the burial place of 
several important families, 
most of the parishioners had 
poor dental and general 
health. 

“Most of the teeth showed a 
build-up of tartar, in some 
cases coincident with gum 
disease," Lesley Harrison and 
Anthony Ecdes. of Chester's 
archaeology service, report. 
“This caused the gum to 
recede, exposing the roots to 
infection with subsequent lass 
of the supporting bone and 
teeth." 

Abscesses and cavities were 
also noted, causing the loss of 
infected teeth, while the devel¬ 
opmental affliction of. enamel 
hypoplasia was another 
source of dental 31s. Hypopla¬ 
sia results from childhood 
trauma, illness or the with¬ 
drawal of protein from the 
mother’s mOk at weaning, 
and leads to lines of weakness 
in the adult teeth, which form 
in the jawbones in infancy. 

Several women had lost all 
their back teeth, and others 


their entire dentition. The 
study notes: “There did not 
appear to be any evidence of 
dentistry. Such a high inci¬ 
dence of tooth decay suggests 
something about the diet and 
lack of dental hygiene of the 
population, which in general 
increased over time due to 
changes in diet, principally 
tiie availability of sugar." 

Other ills indoded skele¬ 
tons with arthritis in the back 
and hips, fused ve r tebrae — 
probably from the effects of 
hard labour—and in one case 
an injured kneecap. New 
bone had formed, perhaps 
following Infection after a 
blow to the knee: The investi¬ 
gators suggest that it may 
have been an early football 
injury. 

In spile of their poor condi¬ 
tion. the bones were those of 
quite prosperous citizens of 
Chester: “Their families must 
have bad the means to meet 
the costs of burial irxirfe the 
cfaurrh." the report says. The 
churchwardens’ accounts 
show how they got fees from 
allotting “laystalls" or burial 
places, and in 1597 the fee for a 
non-parishioner was as much 
as 12 pence, at a time when a 
good meal could be had for a 
penny. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Richard Savage, poet. 
London. 1697: Hester PiazzL 
writer. Bodvd. Caernarvonshire. 
1741; Francois Talma, actor. Paris. 
1763: Sir Ian Hamilton, general. 
Corfu. 1853; Sir Johnston Forbes- 
Robertsort. actor-manager, 
London. 1853: Andre Mididin. 
pioneer of mass production of 
motor tyres. Paris. 1853: Edward 
Gordon Craig, stage designer and 
director. Stevenage. Hertfordshire. 
1872: Robert Service, poet. Preston. 
1874; Fulgencio Batista y ZaJdivar. 
dictator of Cuba 1933-19 and 1952- 
59. Orienie Province. Cuba. 1901; 
Ethel Merman, singer. New York. 
1909. 


DEATHS: Edwaid Gibbon, his¬ 
torian. London. 1794: Sir John 
Moore, died of his wounds at the 
Battle or Corunna. 1809: Un De¬ 
libes. composer. Paris, 1891; Ar¬ 
nold Boddin. painter. Fiesole. 
Italy. 1901; Arturo Toscanini, 
conductor. New York. 1957; Robert 
Van de Graaff. physicist, Boston. 
Massachusetts, 1967; AJ. Cronin, 
novelist Switzerland. 1961. 

The British expedition led by 
Ernest Shaddeton readied the 
magnetic South Ftole. 1909. 
Prohibition was instituted in 
America. 1920. 

Nylon patented by Dupont 1937. 


Latest wills 


Ronald William Diggers, com¬ 
pany director, of Moor Park. 
Middlesex, left estate valued at 
£77340,831 net 

Earl Cadogan. of DunteJd, Sax- 
land. left estate valued £5^11367 
net 

Sir Henry Peat of Chippenham, 
Wiltshire left estated valued at 
£458366 net 

He left £25.000 to the Chartered 
Accountants' Benevolent 

Association. 

Dame Sytria Crowe, of London 
Wll. left estated valued at E497296 
net 

She left L5.000 to both Oxftun and 
me Landscape Institute: £2,000 to 
the FairtiTidge Society, and to the 
National Trust- 

Sir Derek Riches, of Richmond, 
Surrey, former ambassador, left 
estate valued at E369.966 net. 

Lady (John) Robinson, of 
warns low. Cheshire, left estate 
valued at £291,873 neL 
Lady Dandas. of Haywards 
Heath. West Sussex, left estate 
valued at £412,648 neL 
Mr Edward Thomas, of Merthyr 
Tydfil, left estate valued at 
E3^06J63 net 

Sir Joshua Rowley; of HadJdgh. 
Ipswidi, left estate valued at 
£1.413.736 net. 

Lady (Norman) Demhg of Win¬ 
chester, Hampshire, left estate 
valued at n*r_ 

she left Lioo to ihc Merry sod Bright 
club or Mlchddever. Hampshire. 

The Hon Margaret Agnes Wyatt, 
of Findan. West Sussex, left estate 
valued at £329.418 neL 
she left EI JXXJ each to sUotui the Baptist 

p arts) ! d mreh. Ftndo n. and Si B&raabas 

Ninline Home. Pun lnfton. Worthing, 

Sir P eter Mandate, of Layhara. 

Suffolk, left estate valued at 
£576,883 net. 

Lady Hay of Park, of Htndhead. 
Surrey. left estate valued at 
£360,866 neL 

Gillian Evalid Ruth Si ncl ai r 
Hogg, of London W8, left estate 
valued at £1.637.957 net 
She left her painting Eauforte by 


Picasso 19330 of ! SO) to the forzner 
EdJtor of The Times Simon Jenkins: 
to the Gillian Sinclair Music Trust, 
she left her William and Mary oak 
chest, a tudor period oak chair and 

£25,000; to Matthew pants of The 

Times she left “ray resin of David". 

Kiisteen Aldridge of London SE3. 

left estate valued at £747.568 neL 

Gladys Nareen Atkins, of Lfan- 

vOtangd. Monmouthshire, left es¬ 

tate valued at £987,569 neL 
site left £100 to the parochial church 
council of st Michael's church, 
LUnvOiangeL 

Mr David Benson, of Craven 
Arms, Shropshire: left estate val¬ 
ued at E700J55 neL 
Ivy Mary Brown, of York, left 
estate valued at E536J573 neL 
BerkeleyTerberviDe CbappleGffL 
of UaiityUin. Powys, left estate 
valued at £556.917 net 
Mr Richard Conynghara OfffiebL 


of Radway. Warwickshire, left 
e«rfnh» valued at £595,723 neL 
Frederick Halfrod Coventry, of 
London SW13, left estate valued at 
£593.918 net 

- Mary Rosalind Fergoson, of 
London SW3. left estate valued at 
E515335 neL 

Mr Frederick Douglas H3L of 
Canterbury. Kent, left £422349 

neL 

He left BOO to the Scout Assoctertos 
[Canterbury. Heme Bay end WhUstahte 
groups*. 

Win jam Henry Matthews, of 
Darlington. Co Durham, left es¬ 
tate valued at £512371 neL 
Douglas Scon Milhmn, of Tor- 
rington, Devon, left estate valued 
at £780335 neL 

Ewart Necp, of Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire, left estate valued at 
£509.428 net 

Mr Frank Henry Johnson, of 
B e aton . Nottingham. left estate 
valued at £580321 neL 
Mr David Edward Phillips, of 
Luton. Bedfordshire, left estate 
valued at E480.139 net. 

Mr Henry Ernest Sbeasby. of 
Edghaston, Birmingham, left es¬ 
tate valued at £517306 neL 
Ms Phyllis Simpson, of 
HalescMa. West Midlands, left 
estate valued at £575.711 neL 
She left £500 to the National Trast. 

Gladys Annie Thomas, of 
Presteigne. Powys, left estate val¬ 
ued ar £584.909 neL 

Mr Charles Robert Waders: com¬ 
pany director, of Beckenham. 
Kent, left estate valued at £769.622 
neL • 

Mrs Richard Watson, of 
Wester by. Leicestershire, left estate 
valued at E1.146J17 net 
She left: £500 to Christ Church. 
Smeeton westefby. 

May Waugh, of Wimbome. Dor¬ 
set left estate valued at E947.638 
net 

She left 04)00 each to the church of 

Our Lady and St Columbia. Welisend. 

Tyne and War: the Sue Ryder 
Foundation; St Catherine*! Roman 

catholic chinch, wimbome. Dorset: 

(be Leonard Cheshire Foundation: 
andCAFOD. 

Mrs Nancy Victo ria W ellington. 

of Painswick. Gloucestershire, left 

estate valued at £1.659.802 net 
Mr Richard Frederick Wells, of 

Fareham. Hampshire, left estate 

valued at £154.947 neL 

He left Cl00 to Nuffield Nurrtrrg Homes 

Trust. 

Mr Idris Edwin Henry 
WhctoMKC: of Eastleigh. Hamp¬ 

shire. left estate valued at £512.957 
net 

Mr Edward John WhMenvuy, of 

Cobhara. Surrey, left estate valued 

at U.465.962 net. 

David Winfield, of Maida Vale. 
London, left estate valued at 
£651.810 net 


Church 

news 

Appointments 

Hie Rev Timothy Anderson, 
priesHn-Charge: Wolverhampton 
St Luke (Lichfield): to be Vicar, 
same benefice. 

Prebendary Samuel Ashton. Rec¬ 
tor. SI Weonards w Oreop. 
Garway, Tretire w Mkhfldchurch 
and Fencoyd. Welsh Newton w 
f Janiothal (Herdbrtfl: to be PrieSt- 
in-Charge. Cradley St Janies. 
Mathon St John the Baptist, 
Stomdge SLWhn the Baptist (same 
diocese). 

The Rev Jeremy Bishop. Curate, 
Macclesfield Team Parish (Ches¬ 
ter): to be Rector-Designate, 
Cartem CoivQJe w Mutford 
(Norwich). - 

The Rev Jane Butler, Chaplain. 
Le i ces te rshire Mental Health 
Trust (Leicester): to be Senior 
Chaplain, Kingsway Hospital 
(Derby). 

The Rev Martin Court, Team 
Wear. Resurrection Team Min¬ 
istry (Leicester): to be Friest-in- 
Qnige. Scraps* and Nether Hall 
(samedioctse).. 

The Rev Irene Cowell Curate. 
Utherland St Philip (Liverpool): to 
be Priest-in-Charge. Sefton St 
Helen, and Thornton St Frides- 
wyde (same diocese). 

The Rev Manes Farah. Ch ap la in , 
Univasity of Wales. Lampeter: to 
be Team Vicar. Great Baddow 
with special responsibility for 
Meadgate fChrimsford). 

The Rev Roy Frndlayson, Vicar, 
High Heaton St Francis (New¬ 
castle): to be Chaplain, Marie 
Curie Centre, and Assistant Chap¬ 
lain, Freeman Hospital with spe¬ 
cial responsibility for the Northern 
Centre for Cancer Treatment 
(same diocese). 

Canon John Gooddifld, Team 
Rector. Magbull St Andrew 
(Liverpool): to be Principal Nor¬ 
wich Diocesan Local NSM/Reader 
and Lay Training Course 
(Norwich)). 

The Rev Peter Haddleton. Team 
Vicar, South Wye Team Ministry 
(Hereford): to be Team Rector 
(same benefice). 

The Rev Robert Hail Vicar. 
Fhfibrd (York): to be Priest-in- 
Charge, York St Denys (same 
diocese). York St Denys is a newly 
created and suspended benefice. 
The Rev Sheila HamiL NSM 
Curate. WaOsend St Luke 
(Newcastle): to be NSM Curate. 
Lortgbenton St Maty Magdalene 
(same diocese). 

The Rev Jeremy HowaL South 
American Missionary Society 
(Argentina): to be Assistant Curate. 
EDoughton and Brough w 
Brantingham (York). 

The Rev Janet Jackson. NSM 
Curate, Whorl ton St John 
(Newcastle): to be also part-time 
Chaplain, St Oswald's Hospice, 
Gosforth (same diocese). 

The Rev Alistair Kaye, Curate. 
Rushden w Newton BmmswoM 
( Petti borou gh): to be Vicar. Upper 
Annky Christ Church (Ripon). 

The Rev Lesley McChtskey. Cu¬ 
rare, Wigan St Anne (Liverpool to 
be Priest-iri-Charve, Wargrave 
Emmanuel (sametfipcest). .1 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr J.P. Davidson Smith 
*nd Senorite D. Davfla 
Ito engagement is announced 
between James, son of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Davidson Smith, of 
p ^wtMtL East Sussex, and 
Diana D&vtia. of Mexico City. 

Mr M-P- Dunn 

and Miss AJ-Talfis 

The engagement is announced 
between Michael only son of the 
late Mr Peter Dunn and of Mrs 
Beryl Dunn, of Kensington, 
London, and Alicia, youngest 
daughter of Mr and Mis John 
Tallis, of Hinton Charterhouse. 
Bath. 

Mr PJR. Evans * 1 

and Miss P-C. Arnold 
The engagement is announced 
between Pttsr. son of the late Dr 
David Evans and of Mis Evans, of 

Girton, Cambridge, and Pippa, 
only daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Barney Arnold, of Chenies, 
Buddnghamshire. 

Mr C.R GtHham 
and Miss VJ. Fox 
The engagement is announced 
between Charles, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Anthony Gillham. of 
Chop Gate. BOsdate. and Victoria 
Jane: elder daughter of His 
Honour Judge Peter Fox, QC. and 
Mrs Fbx, of Hustbwaile. North 
Yorkshire: 

Mr B-P. Boffins 
and Miss D.A. Rnssefl 
The engagement is announced 
between Ben. eldest son of the late \ 
Mr Dick Hollins and of Mrs Judy 
Rowell of Earl Soham, Suffolk, 
and Deborah, eldest daughter of 
Mis Jean Russell, of Cheam. 
Surrey. 

Mr S- NicoBc 
and Miss K.L. Toefcey 
The engagement is announced 
between Sean, eider son of 
Squadron Leader Barry Nicofle. 
retd, erf Lostwifoiel. Cornwall, and 
Mrs Marion Greenfield, of 
Charibmy. Oxfordshire, and Kate, 
rady daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Michael Ttickey, of Brill. 
Buckinghamshire. 

Captain SJ. Ross. RGBW, 
and Miss CJ. Coley 
The engagement Is announced 
between Simon, elder son of Dr 
and Mrs Timothy Ross, of 
Minehead, Somerset, and Kate. 
Hanghftr of Mr and Mrs Derek 
Coley, of Woburn Sands. 
Buckinghamshire. 

MrCB. Said 
and Miss P.W. Sooth 
The eng ag anent is announced 
between Christopher, son of 
Professor and Mrs S. Benick Saul, 
of York, and Portia, youngest 
ter of the late Dr Wheaton 

_and of Mrs Smith, of Palo 

Abo. California. 

Mr A- Webb 
and Mbs R.M. Buhner 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, eldest son erf Mr 
and Mrs Bruce Webb, of Hornby. 
North Yorkshire, and Razalind. 
youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Alan Buhner, of East Mean. 
Hampshire. The marriage will 
take place shortly. . . . 



Horticultural awards 


THE Royal Horticultural Society 
offers a number of awards each 
year for excellence in horticulture 
(Alan Toogood writes). 

The Victoria Medal of Honoiir, 
the society's highest accolade: is 
awarded to British horticulturists 
resident in foe United Kingdom. 
The following have received the 
medal for 1997: 

Mr John Blanchard, of 
Bland ford. Dorset, solid tor and 
international authority on 
daffodils. 

He studied them in the wild and 
contributed significantly to their' 
c lassifica tion. His breeding pro¬ 
grammes, especially with min¬ 
iature daffodils, have resulted in 
the introduction of many outstand¬ 
ing cultivars. 

Miss Mary Grierson, of Rich¬ 
mond. Surrey, botanical artisL 

She was a botanical iUustraror at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 
and contributed many plates to 
Ciuttf? Botanical Magazine and 
its successor. The Kew Magazine. 


She also contributed plates to^. 
various Qorilegia and books on€" ; 
orchids, and designed a set.of ▼i 
postage stamps depicting British .- 
wild Gowers, released in 1967. 

The Eari of Selbome. FRS, 
actively involved in various areas 
of foe horticulture industry, es- 
- periaGy commercial fruit growing. 

He is managing director of. 
Bladanoor Estates, a fanning and 
horticultural business in Liss, 
Hampshire, specialising in fruit; 
foe Queen's representative an the 
board of trustees of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens. Kew; and chair¬ 
man of the House of Lords Select 
Committee . on Science and . 
Technology. 

The Lawrence Medal for the best 
exhibit shown to the society during 
the year has been awarded to 
Heather and Brian HDey. of 
Waffington, Surrey, far an exhibit 
of tender perennials and grasses at ft 
die 1997 Hampton Court Palace t 
F lower Show. 
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BIRTHS 


ist - 0 b hbuut i Ml 

foddah, Saudi Arabia, 

Vary (ado Stonhin] asd 

firman, o bnmifaldiugimt 


CHAMPION - Suual David 

AbUmbt bats to MSkm sod 
Christina Cn4« Dona) at 
ho m u on 9th ]mory 2998. 
Slba IOob. 
CHMOMN-Onjinaair8th.ro 
Chris and Allaoa. • non, Bory 
Strafford. ■ brother for 


GARTHWATTE - Ob 9t« 
January, to Clair* (u4o 

Gordon) asd Jamas, 
daughter. Fboebe Lana, 
sister ite Ton and Louis. 
fflimS - On J anu a ry 12th 199 
to Sarah Cairn fnaMp) and 
Chailca, a daughter. Isaballa 
MUdrad.a darn fox Thou 
HENDERSON - On 270 
December 1997, to Kizcty 
Mt UacUa) and David, a 
ion. Boben. a toother tor 


HETMERIHOTON-hAOE • On 
13 th January at North was 

Hfnplttl Rrinluim (O SUSH 

and dm rim, a son, (Him 
HtBOERT - On 11th January 
1998, to Sant and Andrew, 
a daughter, Martha Grace, a 
stater for Florence and 

JAMES - Jane (aft McAfee) 
and Mark an datighied to 

mrimifnr. rtiw Mnh nf rliMi 

titer, ttabec ca 
Day r 

JADE-On 13th January 1998. 
to Daniel and Amanda, a 
beautiful daughter. 
Charlotte Mica, 
jams - On January 8th, to 
Harriet (ode St mens) and 
David, a daughter, Beatrice 
Grace, e lister lor Phoebe, 
Laedda and Hectoc. 

PARRY de WIHTOM • On 
December 3Xet 1997, to 
Sophie Code EheeeJ and Tom, 
a eon. Edward WlUIam 
Robert, a brother for Hnamr 
BPAWFOKTH-On 6th January, 
to Sam Code LonedahO end 
Graham, a ■«". Barry. 


BIRTHS 


PRATT - Ou January 10th 
1996, to Jane (afa GDritn) 
and Adma. a daughter Roefe 
Alice, a sister for Barry. 


TODD RANDALL • On New 
fo ur's Day, to MTrHaa l and 
Brtdpet. a dangfcret; Theda 
Mary Elisa both, a sla ter for 


RUBY 

ANNIVERSARIES 




16tb 1958 Donald 


DEATHS 


AMCMMHT - lonald CedL 
Dear husband, father, 
grandfather and brother. 
Died peacefully at heme 
after a long maw. Anal 
Service on Friday January 
23rd at lO am at Holy 
Trinity Church, Malvern 

i fak Czimtkm aftflnmtfi 
at 11 am at Worcester 
Crematorium. Family 
Dumb only. Donations If 
wished to Marie Carle 
M u taes Fo un ttot l on efo f.W. 
Salisbury, 12 tipper Bonadl 
Bead, Malvern Link, 
ntecestemUmL 


January 
1998. ifiebael HatoJd aged 
7Q yeam. Former BSC World 


i Bmadc 


.Fun 


Service at St Disens Qmxch. 
Biadnlnch, Exeter, Devon 
Wsrtmnrtsy Jhmmry 21st U 
12 noon. A Bmhmen sadly 
departed. 


DEATHS 


at hom e on January ISth. 

aged nearly 947 Widow of 

Angus and mneb loved 

mother, grandmother and 
g root -grandmothe r_ 
Cremation private 

TtmahagMas Seiv l ce at St 

John's 

anr RmMlEk Cheshlts at 

2pa on Thursday 22ad 

January. No mourning; 
family flowers only. 
Dura none, if wished, to The 

CMMrons Soci ety. Margery 

Street, Loudon ~WCIX QSL. 


beloved v& of (be lam W. 
Geoffrey Cass, mother of 

y*wA ya j actlMg of Tan 

end Seteb. died peacefully 
on 13th frnnat v >998 aged 
93 years at lit Merle 
Nursing Home, Princes 
Ma be i o u gb. 


Uivao - On Mnoan 14th 
at Ronald Gibson House 
N/H. B orn I wood Lane, 

London 5W17 0 AM. Lome 

Louise aged 83, dan^w of 

the lam e w an— end Met 

WUklMoa, widow for SS 

S o* Of Major TVJL (BUtyJ 

a If slid. Kncfi loved 
mother of Anne-Marie, 

mother-in-law of Rnpert 

Travis and adored 

twwi!wtttfh>m r| AmXfo fa Bn 

and Toby. Service St Mery 

Magdalene Church, Trinity 
Road (junction with 
Bellevne Road} Lon d on 

5W17 cm Wednesday January 

21st at 4 pm. Mo Oomp, bat 

donations If doslred to 

Brendoncaie Foundation. 

The OU MafidtonK Vtetoela 

Road. Winch ester. 

Hampshire 8083 7ZL 


COCHRAMS - On Thursday 

15th January peacefully, 

AUson Cochane ntte of tbe 

late Adam Cochrane asd 

much loved mother of 

am»w Hn^jh MJ Stl 29d 

grandmother of Frances, 

mdend. Edward asd Char 

Amend Service on Tims _. 

2Dth January or 11 oncer St 

Nicholas Church, 

Xemanham, Hanley-on 
Thames, followed by i 
private cremation. No 

flowers p l s m s . don a t ion s to 

Multiple Sclerosis Sodel 

c/o Tomalln & Son, 3 

Reeding Road. Henley-on- 

Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 

1AGl Teh CO 1991) 573370. 


on 14th January 1998 
suddenly but peacefully. 


mother, slater and aunt. 
Mites n—don S e rrl oa of 
TbanfogMag ea Friday 23rd 
January at 3t Michael's 
Church. OOwdenrelL at 
Cheltenham at 2^0 p 

FamOy flowers only jta_ 

P ona ti uus U desired to St 
Mham eTs Church. 

MMBSOM - John Hatted, on 
January 12th at the Royal 
Mareden Hospital after a 
long UIzmss beano with pen 
rhesifnfnsH. "ye*—*"" and 
bravery. Beloved husband OS 
Feggy and the best Zither In 
urn wotid to John and Sosan. 
Service at Leatherhaad 
Crematorium on Tuesday 
20tb January at 11 am. 
tally flower* only plan, 
but donations if d eifiw t tn 
The Lymphoma Helpline 
Appeal c to L. Hawkins ami 
Sows UA, Road, 

Lenthetirnd. Surrey. 
C R S O OHV - n»m p i-« Major 
UC suddenly at home hi 
Walmm. Deal, on January 
13lh 1998. Husband of Sou, 
Rta of Andrew, Jana and 
Annla and a much loved 
fliaartr a Ui m. Puneesl Set t lc o 
at ttartuia Qtamafem or 

Thursday Jan nary 22nd 

3998 at 1230 pm. Family 
flowers only please, 
donations. If desired, to 
Asthma Research, o/o J. 
flOnot Smith & Sen, Funeral 

Directors, 183 Gladstone 

load. Wahaar. 


HAWKS - On ^January 11th. 

1998, p ea c e f ully ut bom % 


tn-law of David and very 

dear grandmother of 
Stephanie end Nicholes. 

formal Sorrice at St GOsa 


i Tbnraday, J mmmy 22nd, 

at 1 pa, followed by 

e re nation . Family Sowers 

only, donations. If - - - 
Ahheytlel d Or pington 
S ocue y cfo Fmncfts C 
h Sons, boundary 
aoaks Rood “ 

BX6 9JW. 


VUM, died goddmity cm 8th 
— 1998. Fmml 2 pin 

Ow Htey Cram, 
Oteflahl Mo flowers pfoeee 
bnt donations to RAJ. 
B amnr o te te Fund cto Cooper 
ft Son 01825 76376X 


HEDGCOCK - Walter KJX 
ntCOG. on January dth 
dearly lovod husband, 
father. felher-ln-law, 
grandfather and great- 
gfdtotbec . Sadly nt ls n d by 

famity and frieaiM. Fesnral 
took place 15th January. 
De nations to St Mary's 
C hurl vwi ,-■ ♦ hi AppesL 
Eoqo&tos Howard Chsdwfefc 
Funeral Service, (01491) 
825222. 


HOLLIDAY - Emeritus 
fwf»N » Arthur Kenneth 
(University of Liverpool) 
died su dd en ly at beam on 

13th Jhiuimy 199B aged 78, 

Funeral Sarviea at Chztot 

Chnreh, WUlaston, South 

Wbial an Thursday 22nd 

Ja nu a ry at 1 pm No flowers. 

Daaattaaa to Christ Churrh. 


via PCC Treasurer. 
Hltherwood, Beaty Heath 
Lane, WUlAatOa. South 
Mol L64 ISO. 


HOWS - 



John the Evangelist, 
GOybebyn on Wednesday 

21st January at 1 pm 

followed by c re ma ri ot 

Hums Creuutorl 



KOSKTW - On January 14th 
peacefully at h o n e after a 
mag llhmi bravely boras, 
RotitsM Sblgso aged 69. Tbs 
beloved bnsbssd and 
dearest Pi lend of Dorothy 


Nicholas and An chon 


Tbatecsgbdng 1 

Andrew's Ch 


Si 


Norfolk on 


lurch. Holt, 
Thursday 
12 noon to 

which friends are Invited. 

Hovers only 

to 

be given to t 

Uojd Darinm, 11A 
“ --Railing, Holt 


.RSU^ 


LOMAX 



Itensrsl id Qt Mary's Church, 
hemimorts on Monday 
Jaanary 19th St 1230 pm. 
followed by privet# 


tafl j flw 
a tbs IRU 


to 

the SSAFA c/o John O. 
Williams 6 Son VfD. 1 
Rosehlll, Beaumaris, 
A ng lesey, tel: (01248} 


KMUUtTT - Dennis Joseph. 

Captain [retired) Tbs 


of 

^ttf r Fsxzl, 

grandfather of James, 
~i sad Lacy, toother of 



Bridget Mary 

14th ~ 


$998ag«d; 9Z Dearty loved 

widow of LdUiS, taaefa loved 



he seat directly to the 

Church. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


COMMliraa - A Memorial 
Service for Michael 
Cnmmtoge win be held at St 
Bride's, Fleet Street on 
Wednesday Jmoazy 28th at 


IN MEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


■UMKmw - Mary Mir. 

(TAD. Sherborne) died 

tonusay Itfth 1993. To Un 

to hearts we laave bratod to 

not to <Be. Harold. Lythem St. 


BIRTHDAYS 


Margery CHOPS} 
illy at home on 

r 14th aged 90. 


SCOTT - 
peaceful! 

January 14th aged 90. 

Widow ai Star EHfaoy, mother 

of Jennifer, Charles and 

Solly, much lovod 
grandmother and great- 
ibex. Funeral 


20th 1230 pm at 5t Mary’s 
Church, Addington. Family 
flowers only. t in 

Uoa, u derirsd, to Royal 

Itetional institute for tbs 

■Rad do JJS. Sh ak espeare , 

« Cw^o Aren Croydon 
CIO LUX 


WHATMAN - On 14th Jhaumy, 

peacefully after a long 

Ulam, James Dunbar 
Whatman MC. husband of 
Muey and father of 
Elisabeth, Ana and 
« T- taon Service 
12 noon on Wedn es day 21st 

S >uaxy at St MargaretTs 
uti, Aberlour, 

Banffshire. Cremation 
petrara fondly flowers only 


SERVICES 


WANTED 


amt for 


PRINCESS DIANA 
autographs wanted 

(especially Christmas 
cards and letters) 

Paaring opto £300 
Also paying £300 fix 
WimtonCbotcfaSl kocn 

Ccnrfacft taelhidui, 

eWO W M ifc iSvn iwnw 

Apt 292, Herat 

CeBtonda 982S4- 
USA- 

Tet0013103372240 


WANTED 


■ranygsuteMsaF.1s.Can 

aito OmOMB MMWJ 



TICKETS FOR SALE 



MnrjaaKr ee^d ihserre; 


qgMten-.Mitfl WDCHWmnaan. 

■gss 



IallticStsII 

Rve Nitons Rugby _ 

I 

I aw Verv e, aon John 

-Tel: 0171247 4123. 


5 NATIONS RUGBY 

FRANCE 

eJGLAND 

^ri odpRancfr Paris 

WaKASSB’ 

ATOL 


TICKETS FOR SAT.P 

tan a rija mi grata m 



gaoooo 


era,, . 

or W 


HOUSE CLEARANCE' 
EATON SQUARE 

Tel n7123B 2850 

rWM 4955*1. 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 



nn iab r—- 





I 


jjhha Roe am oiga-fta'um 
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i Obituaries 


AIR VICE-MARSHAL MICHAEL LYNE 


Air Vice-Marshal 
Michael Lyne. CB. AFC 
and two Bars, former 
Director-General 
Training, RAF. died on 
December 21 aged 78. 
He was bom on 
Man* 23,1919. 


A mong the most 
gifted pilots of his 
generation. Michael 
Lyne won a remark- 
[TW able trio of Air Force Crosses, 
two of which marked signifi¬ 
es cant milestones in the progress 
in i of aviation. After winning his 
HMk first in the Second World War 
F*fjj while running an air gunnery 
ji school in Egypt he added a 
|[ |h*. Bar in 1947 through forming 
J H(| the world* first jet aerobatic 
* . ■ team — foreshadowing the 
[fik Red Arrows. 

J Uj| He did so (without first 
informing the authorities) 

** while commanding 54 Squad- 
■ ron which had just been con- 
verted to Vampire jets; he led 
the team on its inaugural 
-V outing at the Brussels Air 
jyShow. The press gave him 
- ‘-.y such adulatory notices that 
*'■% other displays soon followed 
" in this country, while his AFC 
reflected official blessing for 
t. his enterprise. 

' 'V. Lyne was decorated for the 
third time eight years later, 
when serving at the RAF' 
-r, £ .' Flying College, Manby. Anx- 
..'j, ious to prove the potential of 
r,>. its new Canberra twin-en¬ 
gined bomber, the Air Minis- 
,ij try told him to fly it non-stop 
,!l W across the North Pble from 
Norway to Alaska, a distance 
of 3.000 miles. 

. ,.’J Despite hazards presented 
by the range and navigational 
. problems, he and his crew 
touched down safely to an 
enthusiastic welcome from the 
..US press, not only establish- 
. jfting a record for the RAF but 
^ r proving the potential of the 
polar route for jet aircraft. An 
additional reward was his 
^ promotion to group captain in 

the following year at die age of 
37, making him the youngest 
in that rank at the time: he is 
still regarded by many as the 
best officer never to have made 
. ” ’ it to the RAF Board, 
i' Yet as a young man Michael 


"S 

L ' iQ toj 


* ’-‘‘‘kfr 


Dillon Lyne had seriously 
considered taking Holy Or¬ 
ders. The son of. an army 
captain in the First World 
War, he was bom at Houns¬ 
low, West London, and had an 
insecure, unhappy boyhood 
during the Depression. His 
father indulged m a number of 
unsuccessful business ven¬ 
tures and Lyne* memory of 
those years left him a lifelong 
radical with a natural sympa¬ 
thy for the under-privileged. 

He went to school at the 
Imperial Service rnlUy. 
Windsor, and from there won 
a place at the RAF Cbllege, 
Cranwell. He played rugby for 
the college ana quickly proved 
his abilities in toe air. 

He nearly lost his life in the 
summer of 1940. After joining 
19 Squadron straight from 
Cranwell, he was flying from 
its Hornchurch base in sup¬ 
port of the Dunkirk evacua¬ 
tion when he was cornered by 
two Messerschmitts. He was 
shot through the knee and his 
Spitfire was badly damaged. 
But he nursed toe crippled 
aircraft back across the Chan¬ 
nel before crash-landing on 
die beach at Deal — to the 
amazement of off-duty troops 
strolling with their girlfriends 
along the front in the summer 
sunshine. The ambulance tak¬ 
ing him to hospital did not 
help by crashing into a lamp 
post and Lyne was not fit 
enough to fly again for a year. 
He walked with a slight limp 
for the rest of his life. 

Shortly alter returning to 
combat duties, he volunteered 
for the Merchant Ship Fighter 
Unit, an experimental project 
dubbed “Churchill’S Atlantic 
Suicide Squad” by the news- 
' papers. It involved being 
launched in a Hurricane fight¬ 
er assisted by rocket from the 
deck of a merchant ship to 
help to protect the convoys 
from long-range bombers. The 
dangers included having no¬ 
where to land again, and while 
Lyne - continually practised 
during his 12 months with the 
unit, it was perhaps fortunate 
that he did not have to take off 
in anger. There followed an air 
gunnery course, a tour of the 
United States with three other 
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pilots and finally his posting to 
Egypt which lasted until the 
war ended. 

Lyne displayed the foil 
range of his abilities on his 
promotion to group captain. 
After being posted to the dir¬ 
ecting staff of the RAF Staff 
College, he took command of 


RAF Wildenrath, West Germ¬ 
any. in 1958 and began to build 
meaningful bridges between 
the base and the focal German 
•people. He learnt German and 
invited local civilians to an 
□pen day at the station where 
he was able to address them in 
their own language. 


He had already acquired 
some Russian, which helped to 
secure him his next appoint¬ 
ment, as air attach^ in Mos¬ 
cow. Despite bring there 
during the Cuban missile cri¬ 
sis, he developed a liking for 
the Russian people and in later 
years acted as an official host 


to Soviet guests visiting this 

country. 

Lyne relumed to become 

Commandant at Cranwell. 
The youngest-ever at toat 
time, he was to leave behind 
him a reputation as one of toe 
most distinguished, introduc¬ 
ing a programme of reforms 
which helped to sweep away 
much of its stuffiness. 

His last three tours in the 
RAF were also involved with 
training. He commanded 23 
Group in Flying Training 
Command between 1965 and 
1967, was senior RAF instruc¬ 
tor at the Imperial Defence 
College. 1968-69. and then 
Director-General Training 
until 1971. when he retired. 

Some think his failure to 
rise still higher was a reflec¬ 
tion of his left-of-centre views 
which, while neither unprece¬ 
dented nor in any way ex¬ 
treme, were unusual in toe 
services* upper echelons. It 
was also true, however, that 
Michael Lyne was an opera¬ 
tional commander, as opposed 
to a “Whitehall warrior”, and 
looked out of place at a desk. 

So he accepted Instead an 
invitation from his friend the 
Right Rev Kenneth Riches. 
Bishop of Lincoln, to become 
the diocesan secretary for the 
next five sears. 

He also threw himself into a 
range of local and national 
activities, including the presi¬ 
dency of Grantham Liberal 
Association. Forseeing the age 
of information technology, he 
founded the Lincolnshire 
Microprocessor Society in 
1979. He was appointed a Dep¬ 
uty Lieutenant for Lincoln¬ 
shire in 1973. 

He married his wife Joy. a 
Wren, whom he met at a part}' 
during the war. in 1943. He 
borrowed a Tiger Moth to fly 
himself to their wedding. As 
they approached their sixties, 
they both took up off-shore 
sailing and crossed the Atlan¬ 
tic in a 29ft yacht in 1961. 
coping with toe loss of their 
steering gear in a storm. He 
subsequently wan a Cruising 
Association award for writing 
an account of their voyage. 

He is survived by his wife, 
two sons and two daughters. 



SIR JOHN THOMSON 


Sir John Thomson. KBE. 

- former chairman of* 
Bard ays Bank, died on 
January 2 aged 89. He 
was born on April 3.1908. 

JOHN THOMSON declared 
cm his 21 st birthday that he 
had two aims in life: to be 
chairman of Barclays Bank 
and to win the Grand Nat¬ 
ional. He achieved the first by 
the age of 54. and though he 
did not quite manage the 
second, he did win the Chel¬ 
tenham Gold Cup, which was 
perhaps the ne?rt best thing. 

His 11 years as Barclays 
chairman proved one of toe 
busiest periods in the bank* 
histoiy. Forming a perfect 
partnership with his innova¬ 
tive senior general manager. 
Derek Wide, he presided over 
the merger with Martin* 
Bank nearly 30 years ago. 
then helped to streamline and 
rationalise the group* organ¬ 
isation, and oversaw the intro¬ 
duction of Bardaycard — so 


launching the credit card in¬ 
dustry in Britain. 

He suffered a few disap¬ 
pointments. The Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission not 
only quashed a planned merg¬ 
er with Lloyds Bank, but 
summoned him to a meeting 
to discuss it on the day that his 
horse. Fort Leney, won the 
Gold Cup at Cheltenham. 

John Thomson had admit¬ 
tedly begun with some advan¬ 
tages. Bom at Woodperry, a 
mansion house near Oxford, 
he was the son of Guy Thom¬ 
son, whose own family bank 
had been swallowed up by 
Barclays and who remained a 
local director of the group. The 
young Thomson went from 
Winchester to Magdalen Coll¬ 
ege. Oxford, to read law. He 
was master of the university 
beagles and also rode in point- 
to-points, but always said that 
he learnt little about the law. 

On graduating, he followed 
his father into Barclays, where 
after a brief period of training 
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at branch level he was rapidly 
made/ an assistant director 
basal at Peterborough. He 
became a local director in the 
same dty before moving to 
Birmingham. Reading and fi¬ 
nally Oxford before toe war. 

Commissioned in the Ox¬ 
fordshire Yeomanry, he was 
posted as a bartery command¬ 
er to Northern Ireland in 1940, 
to defend toe Province against 
a feared German invasion af¬ 
ter Dunkirk. Promoted lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel rwo years later, 
he led toe Yeomanry back to 
England, then eventually in 
1944 over to France — where it 
served in an anti-tank role. 
Thomson went on to com¬ 
mand a Guards anti-tank 
regiment briefly before the 
war ended. 

Returning to toe bank, he 
was made a director of toe 
main board in 1947. a vice- 
chairman in 1956 and deputy 
chairman two years later. He 
moved into the chairman* of¬ 
fice in 1962 and held the post 
until 1983. when he retired 
aged 65. He had been appoint¬ 
ed KBE in toe previous year. 

He was also a director of 
Union Discount Company of 
London. 1960-74. and in his 
retirement he accepted the 
chairmanship of Morland* 
brewery in his home county 
between 1979 and 1983. A 
Deputy Lieutenant of Oxford¬ 
shire when on ly 39. he went cm 
to serve as High Sheriff, Vice- 
Lieutenanf and finally Lord- 
Lieutenant from 1963 until 
1979. His old university 
honoured him by making him 
a deputy high steward and a 
curator of the Oxford Univer¬ 
sity Chest (the board of fi¬ 
nance), and he was also 
awarded an honorary* DCL 
and an honorary fellowship at 
Sr Catherine’s Cbllege. 

He maintained his army 


connection, too. After resum¬ 
ing the command of toe Ox¬ 
fordshire Yeomanry between 
1947 and 1950. he was made 
Iionorary colonel of 299 Field 
Regiment and of toe Oxford¬ 
shire Territorials. 

But his chief off-duty inter¬ 
est was racing. A one time 
steward of toe Jockey Club, he 
was among toe sport* most 
respected owners. His horse 
Leney Princess was one of the 
best-ever steeplechasing brood 
mares. The 83 winners she 
produced included his Chelt¬ 
enham winner Fort Leney and 
another called Proud Tarquin, 
who came second to Red Rum 
in toe 1973 Scottish Grand 
National. Proud Tarquin also 
came in ahead of the field in 
the 1974 Whitbread Gold Cup. 
His subsequent disqualifica¬ 
tion and relegation to second 
place was a severe 
disappointment 

Thomson was a tall. lean, 
courteous man who provided 
a shrewd reassuring presence 
in Barclays boardroom in 
turbulent rimes, and was 
highly regarded by the Bank 
of England. If he had a 
weakness, it was perhaps a 
lack of sensitivity to interna¬ 
tional issues, such as the 
controversy over Barclays’ in¬ 
volvement in South Africa. 

But his strengths included 
his empathy with young sub¬ 
ordinates, whom he always 
encouraged to come forward 
with new ideas. He had the i 
gift of making even the least 
significant feel that he or she 
was the most interesting per¬ 
son he had met toat day. 

His first wife. Elizabeth, 
died in 1977. Two years later 
he married his second wife 
Betty, the widow of his Irish 
trainer, Tom Dreaper. She 
died in 1993. There were no 
children of either marriage. 


STANLEY 

RIVLIN 


Stanley Rivlin. surgeon 
and boa vivear. died 
suddenly from a ruptured 
aortic aneurysm, on 
January 2 aged 74. while 
shooting on the Isle of 
Wight. He was born on 
January 24.1923. 

STANLEY RIVLIN confined 
his surgery to operating on 
varicose veins, but despite this 
narrow speciality became one 
of London* best-known and 
most colourful surgeons, with 
a huge international practice. 
His writing and lecturing (at 
home and overseas) on vari¬ 
cose veins and leg ulcers had 
a marked influence on the way 
in which these common but 
unsightly and potentially dis¬ 
abling complaints are treated. 

Rivlin. however, always felt 
that the greatest tribute to his 
reputation as a surgeon was 
toat when Margaret Thatcher 
was Prime Minister her doc¬ 
tors chose him to operate on 
her veins. 

He was for 20 years secre¬ 
tary' of toe Chelsea Clinical 
Society, a dining dub for doc¬ 
tors. and served as president 
in its centenary* year: there 
were few members of the 
London medical establish¬ 
ment whom Rivlin did not 
know socially as well as 
professionally. 

Stanley Rivlin* career as a 
surgeon was unusual, and 
now toat there is a rigid 
system of training no aspiring 
doctor could follow his path. 
He had no spedal surgical 
qualification and had never 
held any junior appointment 
in a teaching hospital 
He was born in Cardiff but 
his family moved to London 
when he was seven and his 
father died. His medical train¬ 
ing at University College Hos¬ 
pital London was interrupted 
by his first attack of tuber¬ 
culosis. This also thwarted his 
intention of joining toe Army, 
though as a Jew he felt he had 
a particular duty to take an 
active role in toe war against 
Nazi Germany: throughout 
his life he deeply regretted he 
had been unable to do so. He 
was equally disappointed later 
when his history of TB 
stopped him from going with a 
team recruited from British 
medical schools to care for the 
victims of Belsen. 

Arorious to do some war 
work. Rivlin, although alleg¬ 
edly a full-time student at 
UCH, joined toe London Am¬ 
bulance Service and for an 
appreciable part of the war 
combined ambulance-driving 
with his medical studies. After 
qualifying he was persuaded 
by toe lurking threat of TB 
and the advice of his seniors to 
abandon any intention of be¬ 
coming a general surgeon. 
After some house jobs, he was 
appointed as a clinical assis¬ 
tant to run toe varicose vein 
clinic at the Metropolitan Hos¬ 
pital in London. While he was 
there his future career was 
influenced by Stanley Aylett, 
then a leading surgeon. 

In I9S0 Rivlin won toe Hun¬ 
terian Gold Medal with a the¬ 
sis on varicose veins, and in 
1951 became a research assis¬ 
tant at Thorpe Goombe Hospi¬ 
tal, investigating varicose 
veins in pregnancy. In 1953, at 
the same time his first book 
on toe causes and treatment of 
varicose veins was published, 
he had to be admitted to 
Midhurst Hospital with a 
recurrence of his TB. 

His time in hospital had 






made him even more deter¬ 
mined to devote his life to the 
treatment of varicose veins, 
which he felt were then 
inadequately dealt with by 
many busy surgeons who too 
often regarded them as a 
chore to be done as quickly as 
possible at the end of a long 
day spent operating on more 
exciting surgical cases. 

Rivlin* time on research 
into toe circulation of toe 
lower limb, together with a 
meticulous operating tech¬ 
nique, ensured his success 
when he started, with the help 
of toe patronage of Sir Mal¬ 
colm Sargent, toe London 
Varicose Clinic in Battersea 
and a private practice in 
Harley SlreeL 

His expertise drew him at 
the rime into a controversy in 
the correspondence columns 
of The Times as to why other 
ranks fainted on ceremonial 
parades whereas officers and 
senior NCOs remained stand¬ 
ing. The traditional Army 
view was that the fainting was 
either the resulr of prerious 
intemperate excesses, or toat 
officers had more moral fibre. 
Rivlin maintained toat toe 
only reason why officers did 
not faint was that they moved 
around more on the parade 
ground and the contraction of 
toe muscles in their legs 
prevented the blood from pool¬ 
ing in the lower limb and thus 
toe fainting. 

He proposed that soldiers 
be taught to flex and relax toe 
muscles in toe calves of their 
legs surreptitiously so that 
circulation was maintained. 
His proposition was adopted 
by the Army and since then 
the number of soldiers who 
mar ceremonial parades has 
been dramatically reduced. 

In The Histoiy of the Chel¬ 
sea Clinical Society, pub¬ 
lished last year. Dr David 
Hay wrote: “Stanley Rivlin 
has devoted himself to the sur¬ 
gical treatment of varicose 
veins with an awesome single¬ 
ness of purpose. To say that 
varicose veins have been his 
bread and butter for 40 years 
is an understatement — they 
have been his champagne and 
caviar." 

Rivlin wrote extensively in 
the 1970s and 1980s on vari¬ 
cose veins and continued to 
operate until his death. The 
treatment of varicose veins 
remained his principal preoc¬ 
cupation in life but his success 
allowed him to have many 
other interests. He had a great 
enthusiasm for food and wine 
and enjoyed entertaining ei¬ 
ther his house in Upper Har¬ 
ley Street, at the Garrick Club 
or in his younger days at 
Annabel*. He shot in York¬ 
shire. fished in Scotland and 
sailed with great enthusiasm, 
although he never won a race 
around toe Isle of Wight 
where he had had a house for 
30 years. 

His lifetime enthusiasm for 
cars was of constant interest to 
gossip column writers who 
usually recorded which latest 
model carried his number 
plates W 11] or 111 W. 

In 1944, Stanley Rivlin mar¬ 
ried Elizabeth Brandt, then 
chief pharmidst at the Miller 
General Hospital in Green¬ 
wich. She encouraged him in 
his enthusiasm for his special¬ 
ity and in his early days in 
private practice worked with 
him in his clinic. 

She survives him with his 
daughter, also a doctor in his 
clinic, and three sons. 
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CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need our love aud practical support, 
not just today bat everyday. 

Sadly, money cannot buy healthy kidneys but it 
can make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 
The British Kidney Patient 
Association, 

Bonk®. Hants. GU35 9JZ. 
b|icu,N.nna 
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LEGAL, PUBLIC, COMPANY & 
PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES 

TO PLACE NOTICES FOR THIS SECTION 
PLEASE TELEPHONE 

0171-680 6878 

OR 

TAX-01714819813 

Notices are subject to conflimation and should be 
received by 230pm two days prior to insertion. 


DUKE OF YORK 
BETROTHED. 

LADY ELIZABETH BOWES-LYON. 

• The following announcement was made in 
the Court Circular last evening:- 
“lt is with the greatest pleasure that The 
king and Queen announce the betrothal of 
Their beloved son toe Duke of York 10 toe 
Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. daughter of toe 
Earl and Countess of Strathmore and 
king home, to which union The King has 
gladly given His Consent.” 

The announcement followed toe arrival of 
the Duke of York, at Sandringham yesterday. 

THE DUKE OF YORK. 

The Duke of York is perhaps best known for 
toe practical interest which he takes in welfare 
work. The nation has also not been slow to 
mark how efficiently he has helped his 
brother, toe Prince of Wales, in fulfilling those 
varied duties of toe Royal House which have 
become much more numerous and exacting 
than they were in the less complex age of 
Queen Victoria ... Last October, he repre¬ 
sented his parents at toe Coronation of toe 
King and Queen of Rumania, where he made 
a great impression by the modest grace and 


ON THIS DAY 

January 16,1923 


The engagement of one of the King's younger 
sons 10 o daughter of a Scottish earl may nor. at 
the time, have seemed to haw any great 
significance hut. 13yam an. after the abdication 
cf King Edvard VU /, the young couple became 
King George 17 and Queen Elisabeth, parents of 
a future Queen of England. 

unaffected friendliness of his bearing. Before 
that he had to his credit a remarkable record 
of public service at home. The outbreak of war 
found him a midshipman m HMS 
Collingwood. and though, to his lasting grief, 
he was laid aside by two periods of disabling 
illness, he rejoined his ship in time for toe 
Battle of Judand, where he was commended 
for his services in Sir John JeDicoe* dispatch. 

h is significant toat when he went to 
Cambridge in 1919 his studies were in 
History. Economics and Civics. He had 
already demonstrated his interest in toe 
practical problems of industry, and by visits. 


often incognito, to factories, works, collieries 
and shipyards. As president of the Industrial 
Welfare Society he has been no mere 
Ggurchcad. In 1921, he invhed -100 boys, half 
from the great public schcols and half from 
purely working-class homes, lo join in toe 
friendly intercourse of a sea-side camp. The 
experiment was so great a success that he 
repeated it last summer. 

His Royal Highness Prince A!ben Fred¬ 
erick Arthur George. Duke of York. Earl of 
Inverness, and Baron Killarney, toe second 
son of the King and Queen, was bom at York 
Cottage. Sandringham, on December 14.1895. 

Lady Elizabeth Angela Marguerite Bowes- 
Lyon is toe fourth daughter of toe Earl and 
Countess of Strathmore and Kinghome. Lord 
Strathmore is the head of an ancient Scottish 
family which has played a considerable part 
in history. 

Lady Elizabeths mother is Nina Cecilia, 
daughter of toe Late Rev Charles William 
Frederick Cavendish-Bentinck, and first cou¬ 
sin of toe Duke of Portland. 

Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon was one of the 
bridesmaids to Princess Mary, of whom she is 
one of toe most intimate friends. She is high- 
spirited, dever and accomplished as well as 
beautiful, and for some time past has been 
made welcome in Royal circles. 
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Pensions safe with us, says Blair 

■ Tony Blair reassured older workers and those already 
retired that the state pension would continue to be paid to 
everyone, and that changes requiring people to contribute 
more to their pensions could take three parliaments to achieve. 

He launched his Government’s biggest political offensive by 
dismissing “scare stories'* that the old or those suffering 
sickness, poverty or disability would be penalised-Page I 

Boys of ten on trial for rape 

B Two boys aged ten became the youngest children to be tried 
for rape at the Old Bailey yesterday. Their alleged victim is a 
nine-year-old pupil, raped in the lavatories of their primary 
school. A third nine-year-old boy escaped prosecution because 
he was too young to face criminal charges while two others are 
accused of indecent assault---Pages L 12 


Celebration baby 

The oldesr woman to give birth in 
Britain. Elizabeth Buttle, who 
will be 61 next month, believes 
she conceived after celebrating 
becoming a pensioner-Page I 

Millennium row 

The chief executive of the Millen¬ 
nium Commission has quit after 
only ten months in the job amid 
growing criticism about the Gov¬ 
ernment’s handling of the 
celebrations...Page 2 

Holiday rescuers 

A couple from Edinburgh on a 
trekking holiday led 25 Tibetan 
refugees to safety through a Hi¬ 
malayan blizzard-Page 5 

Police crime 

Crooked police officers are delay¬ 
ing and escaping punishment, ac¬ 
cording to a highly critical 
report by MPs which calls for 
a shake-up of the complaints 
system-Page 6 

Danger in the cot 

Quilts put babies at greater risk 
of cot death, according to re¬ 
search published today. Earlier 
studies had found that heavier 
duvets were a danger-Page 8 

Solicitor struck off 

Angus Diggle. the solicitor jailed 
in 1993 for trying to rape a 
woman while wearing nothing 
but frilly Highland cuffs and a 
luminous green condom, was fi¬ 
nally struck off the solicitors’ 
roll-— Page 9 


Computer access 

Industry and government face a 
bill of more than £1 billion to 
implement an EU directive giv¬ 
ing the public greater access to 
personal information Page 10 

Diana legal bill 

Trustees of the Diana. Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund said that 
they were “very satisfied" with 
the £500.000 legal bill for 11 
weeks’ work....._Page 11 

Serbia in trouble 

Serbia faced crisis on three fronts 
as Slobodan Milosevic, the dicta¬ 
torial Yugoslav President, came 
under personal attack from Rob¬ 
ert Gelbard, the US envoy to the 
Balkans-Page 13 

Teenage smokers 

America'S second-largest cigar¬ 
ette manufacturer, RJR Reynolds, 
targeted smokers as young as 13 
in an effort to ding to its shrink¬ 
ing market share_Page 14 

Suharto deal 

President Suharto signed a new 
deal with the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund which means disman¬ 
tling an economic system he had 
put in place ..Page 16 

Algerian visit 

A day after Algeria's blunt refusal 
to receive a delegation of Euro¬ 
pean Union officials. Britain an¬ 
nounced that a ministerial visit, 
headed by Derek Fatchett a For¬ 
eign Office minister, would go 
ahead next week-Page 17 


Twist in the tale of a pig 

■ The long arm of the law was closing in on one of the 
Tamworth Two after one of the missing pigs was seen in a 
garden near the abattoir from which it made its escape. It was a 
question of whether the great escapers would be able to evade a 
searching army. A rumour spread through Fleet Street that one 
of them was in a tabloid’s ’‘safehouse”-— Page I 
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Stephan Peterbansel of France'remounts on the dusty road between Tidjikja and Alar, Mauritania, during the Paria-Dakar rally 




Preview; Tales of the paranormal 
investigated by the biker cleric. 
Fortean TV {Channel 4. Spm). Re¬ 
view: Matthew Bond on mocking 
hallowed institutions-Pages46,47 
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Blair goes to Dudley 

Welfare reform attracts universal 
support But when detailed propos¬ 
als are advanced one man's welfare 
reform can become another’s pofe-t 
ical poison—- Page 2^. 

Privacy and freedom 

The Data Protection Bill tightens 
restrictions on personal data — 
because of an EU directive which 
Britain voted against-Page 21 

Old man and the moon 

John Glenn is made of (he Right 
Stuff and ever since his pioneering 
space flight 36 yeans ago he has 
Longed to be back among the 
stars-Page 21 



BUSINESS 


Laura Ashley: Shares fell to an all- 
time low after the retailer reported 
a drop in sales and said it will lose 
up to £26 million before the costs of 
restructuring__Page 25 

Siemens said its UK suppliers 
would not be obliged to trade with 
the company in euros but warned 
they would be at a disadvantage if 
they did not adopt the single 
currency-Page 25 

C&G chief goes: Andrew Long- 
hurst is to stand down as chairman 
of Cheltenham & Gloucester and 
quit the board of Uqyds TSB, the 
bank that acquired the building 
society in 1995__Page 25 

Markets: Hie FTSE 100 rose 58.9 to 
5,165.8. The pound rose to 104.9. 
Calling .18 cents to $1.6292 and ris¬ 
ing 1.04 pf to DM2.9832 „ Page 28 


SPORT; 


Cricket: England'S playing pro¬ 
gramme begins in Jamaica, 13 days 
after the team left tome, with the 
tour selectors having to take some 
harsh decisions—-Page 48 

Rugby union: Bath will hold a dis¬ 
ciplinary hearing in an attempt to 
reach a definite verdict oh the ear- 
biting incident in their match 
against London Scottish— Page 48 

Football: Newcastle United, hav¬ 
ing given Parma permission to re¬ 
sign their Colombia striker. Aspr- 
illa. will try to replace him with 
Holland's Patrick K1 invert. Page 48 

Swimming: Paul Palmer defeated 
the Olympic and European cham¬ 
pions in setting a British record 
and winning a bronze medal in die 
400 metres freestyle at die world 
championships ——.Page 45 




Culture class: *Tn a decade or two 
Britain wfll be even more dumbed 
down, even more hostile to serious 
culture, than it is today"— Richard 
Morrison takes David Blunkett to 
task. .... Page 32 

Dimmer view: Benedict Nightin¬ 
gale returns to David Hare’s mas¬ 
terly play Amy’s View on its West 
End transfer and discovers a few 

flaws in the gem-- Page 32 

Roxy music: Tipped for the top in 
98, London group Rialto draw 
their inspiration and their name 
from the romantic era of picture 
palaces —...— Page 33 

Beefy ballet: Those fine dancers 

of Les Ballets Trockadero de 
Monte Carlo are bade, with their 
startling blue eyeshadow and hairy 
armpits-Page 34 



TOMORROW 


. INTHE 
S ATURDAY TIME S 

■ WiU Self on 
Quentin Tarantino: ‘He 
is an artistic fraud, a 
second-rate film-maker’ 

■ Jayne Dowle on 
Julie BurchilL- ‘Her 
autobiography is 
destined for the special 
offer bins’ 


Leggy look: Summer has a fresh 
h umfli atinn in store for women: 
pedal-pushers are back, emphas¬ 
ising the leg's curves-Page 18 

Witte ore Mary Wesley, 85, whose 
first novel was published when she 
was 70, tells Grace Bradberry 
about distant parents, sex, gossip, 
politics and a new book—Page 19 


Truth-teller: Richard Eyre, the man 
who says he suffers from an inabil¬ 
ity to lie. talks about his 100 days at 
the I7V Network Centre—Page 35 
Audience plea: “Some sorting-out 
on behalf of audiences needs to be 
done now that radio is becoming a 
serious grown-up medium,” says 
Raymond Snoddy-Page 37 




Online schools: A nation of com¬ 
puter-literate teachers and students 
in the new century? The national 

grid for learning-Page 39 

Cram plan: How a week of inten¬ 
sive revision at a tutorial college 
can put a student back on tire 
academic path .——Page 41 


The Pope’s visit could well lead to 
changes in the dosed society run 
for so long by Fidel Castro. No-one 
knows better how to conduct a 
dialogue wth dictators and so 
change the sodeties they rule 

—II Messaggero, Rome 




MATTHEW PARRIS 

It follows follows that to detach our 1 
national parties from the business 
of selecting a mayor might be good 
for the political parties, as well as 
good for the mayor —— Page 20 
PHILIP HOWARD 
Clone, sweet done is no longer a 
science-fiction monster as alarming 
as the living dead, or Franken¬ 
stein'S monster--Page 20 

JOHN LLOYD 

Russia is reborn but lacks a moral 
nervous system. The country wal¬ 
lows towards the millennium, a 
rough beast in search of a national 
idea_Page 20 

PETER RIDDELL 

Welfare reform is not straightfor¬ 
ward. There is no simple question e 
to be voted for or against and a vast 
array of current benefits may be '* 
affected-‘-Page 12 
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HUBS’• . • 


Ah Vice-Marahal Rflchael Lyne. Di¬ 
rector-General Training; Stanley 
Rfvtln, surgeon; Sir John Thomson, 
of Barclays Bank_Page 23 


Welfare; Lord Strathclyde on Pres¬ 
cot tz Peter Carter-Ruck on judges; 
Armed Forces numbers; NHS ra¬ 
tioning; boys versus girls-Page 21 


20,27.28.31.33.41. Bonus: 38. The 
£4.7ntiIlion jackpot will roll over. , 
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THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,690 



ACROSS 

i Bond conceals son's name (5]. 

4 Raid consisting of police force 
going round Christian Church (9J. 

9 Two graduates brought in to 
revamp old school (4.5). 

10 Empty vault (5). 

11 A queen at one time, aren't I 
awful! (5,10). 

12 Offensive commotion about old 
maid being helpless (7). 

14 Leaves turn, with the first signs of 
autumn's colourful hues (7). 

16 Yielding. in end. to one Df the 
Romans in the dry (7). 

!9 Behaves harshly towards youn¬ 
ger member of family (7). 

21 Suffer after interfering - with hot 
potato? (4,4.7). 

23 Take part in home game, last of 
scries (5). 
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24 Deceive fish running in small 
stream (9). 

25 Free agars he’d distributed (9). 

26 Beginner at wheel protected by 
expert m pottery (5). 

DOWN 

1 Co-author of dramas, mostly of 
French sodety (45). 

2 Feudal retainer, one fords and 
ladies like to upset (7). 

3 Loud member, oddly, produring 
expression of dismay (5). 

4 Concentrated to find decimal 
point (7). 

5 Loads vehicle and haves (7). 

6 Once tried out in secret (9), 

7 Trendy monarch upset island's 
passivity (7). 

8 Sauce bottle (5). 

15 Can he get patient finally into 
shape, too? Possibly (9). 

15 Being wise after the event, hid 
things covertly (9). 

17 Cockney's bald and oppressive 

(7)- 

18 Author gives censor right to insert 
note (7). 

19 Do people from Suffolk start to 
feel cool? (7). 

20 Outstanding secular records writ¬ 
ten up (7). 

2 1 Wide but minor thoroughfare (5). 

22 With nothing oa rising church¬ 
man plays host to King (5). 

Times Two Crossword, page 48 
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□ General: England and Wales wiB 
have a blustery but bright, fresh day 
with good sunny spefls and a few 
showers. Scotland and Northern Ire¬ 
land win be rather cold with sunny 
spells, occasional showers and a 
brisk northwest wind. The showers will 
be mostly in the North and West with 
snow over the hills and sleet down to 

iiate low levels. 

London, SE England, E Angfla, 
Central S England, Channel Isles: 
any early showers will dear to leave 
some good sunny spells. A cold 
northwest wind. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Channel Mas, SW England, S 
Wales, N Wales, NW England, 
Lake District, Isle of Man; sunny 
spells and scattered showers. A brisk 
northwesterly wind. Max 9C (48R. 

□ E Midlands, E England, W 
Midlands, Central N England, NE 
England: some good sunny spells 
and one or two isolated showers. A 
brisk northwesterly wind. Max 9C 
f48F) 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
SW Scotland, Glasgow: sunny 


spells and a few showers, the 
showers wintry over the hills. A chilly 
northwesterly wind. Max 7C [ASF). 

□ Aberdeen, Central Highlands, 
Moray Firth, NE Scotland, Argyll, 
NW Scotland, Orkney, Shetland; 
odd sunny spells but plenty at wintry 
showed, with snow over the highest 
ground. A blustery northwesterly 
wind. Max SC (43F). 

□ N Ireland: sunny intervals and 
showers, most of the showers in the 
North and West wfth snow on the 
mountains. A cold northwesterly wind. 
Max 7C [A5F): 

□ Republic of Ireland: mostly dry 
and bright with sunny spells. A few 
showers are possible, mainly in the 
North West. Wind northwest, mod¬ 
erate to fresh. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Outlook: Saturday wiH be mostly 
bright and cold alter an early frost but 
rain wiB spread slowty from the South 
West after dark, preceded by snow 
over the hiKs. On Sunday there win be 
rain in many places, ana there could 
be snow in Scotland. 


AROUND BRITAIN YESTERDAY 
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Laura Ashley 
puts factories 
up for sale 
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IAURA ASHLEY is to with- 
draw from dothes manufac¬ 
turing and reverse changes 
made by Ann Iverson, its 
framer chief executive in a 
last-ditch attempt to return to 
profitability. 

The company’s shares fed 25 
per cent to 26p. a new lew, as it 
gave warning that it is head¬ 
ing towards a £26 million loss 
— far worse than the City 
expected — after a Christmas 
of desperate trading at knock¬ 
down prices. 

The retailer is seeking buy¬ 
ers for five of its factories, 
which employ almost 700 in 
Wales and The Netherlands, 
and intends to emerge as a 
standalone retailer intent on 
restoring its tarnished high 
street image. 

David Hoare, die company ‘ 
doctor brought in to replace 
Ms Iverson, blamed his prede¬ 
cessor for the sales problems, 
saying she had built up a stock 
mountain which the company 
had been forced to sell at 
almost any price. He said: 
"Our objective has been to end 


By Fraser Nelson 

the year as dean as we 
possibly could, and we had to 
do that through heavy dis¬ 
counting. That is a very pain¬ 
ful exercise: it is bad fin- the 
margins and rt hits the attrac¬ 
tiveness of our stores because 
customers are reluctant to buy 
fizll-price merchandise." 

Even after the reductions, 
like-for-fike sales fell 5 per cent 
in the half year to January 10 
— the worst fall shown by any 
leading UK retailer so tor. 

Its US stores, where Ms 
Iverson had overseen an 
ambitious expansion plan, 
were the worst p e rfo r m er s 
with a 13 per cent decline in 
tike-for-hke sales in the seven 
weeks to January 10. 

Laura Ashley has named 
Michael Appin as the caretak¬ 
er chief executive of its US 
operations, charged with 
drawing up a recovery 
programme. 

Mr Hoare denied sugges¬ 
tions that it was selling the 
manufacturing arm to stave 
off a cash crisis. He said: “We 
would not be sefling the com- 
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parties if our only motive was 
to raise money. We believe 
they are excellent businesses 
with great futures. It really is a 
win-win situation." 

He also dismissed City spec¬ 
ulation that the manufactur¬ 
ing companies are effectively 
loss making, being propped 
up by the company taking a 
hit in its high street stores. 

Mr Hoare said the company 
was suffering from the US 
expansion masterminded by 
Ms Iverson, in which 30 Laura 
Ashley stores were opened. 

He also said the clothing 
range had suffered from an 
attempt to get too trendy. He 
said: The previous manage¬ 
ment moved the company 
towards the high street and 
towards youth — but we get 
very stiff co mp etition from 
other retailers. We need to 
return to what people think 
Laura Ashley was — not 
necessarily what it was bui 
how they remember it* 

Richard Rainer, an analyst 
at Butterfield Securities, had 
been the mast bearish on 
Laura Ashley and is now 
forecasting a £25 million loss 
this year followed by a £5 
million loss next year. 

He said: “It is in danger of 
losing its niche because Ann 
Iverson started ordering 
dothes that can be bought 
anywhere. I wouldn't touch 
the shares with a bargepole." 

The company would not 
comment on speculation that 
Sir Bernard Ashley, widower 
of Laura Ashley, may consider 
bidding for either toe manu¬ 
facturing plants or for toe 
company hsdf. 

He owns 35 per cent of toe 
company, and has watched 
his stake decline from £140 
million to £22.million in the 
past year alone. 



Andrew Longhurst who will go in April, is expected to receive substantial compensation 


Double demerger by 
Sears to cost £40m 
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SEARS, tile troubled retailing 
group, yesterday said it would 
demerge both the Selfridges 
deportment store operation 
and Freemans, the mail order 
company, this year, at a cost of 
£40 million. 

That charge, along with the 
£4 million cost of selling 
surplus properties on the Con¬ 
tinent, brings the total amount 
written off in the group’s 
restructuring over the past 
twchandrbalf years to nearly 
E350 million. Yesterday Sears 
shares fell Ip to 51*2 p. valuing 
the group at £801 million. 

The write-offs indude toe 
£150 million cost of toe dosure 
of British Shoe Corporation, 
which should be completed 
when Sears sells the Cable & 
Co. chain later this month, a 
£54.2 million loss on the sale of 
shoe businesses to Stephen 
Hinchliffe’s Facia Group — a 
deal which was later unwound 

— and the £25 million cost of 


By Jason Nissfe 

outsourcing toe group’s infor¬ 
mation technology and pay¬ 
roll services to Andersen 
Consulting. 

That deal was also un¬ 
wound yesterday, as predicted 
in The Times, and 650 staff are 
returning to Sears. The group 
has told the staff that it plans 
to find jobs for all of them. 

Sears confirmed its plans to 
demerge Selfridges in toe 
summer and said it would 
demerge Freemans, in the 
autumn, the sale, of that busi¬ 
ness to Littlewoods having 
been blocked by Margaret 
Beckett, President of the Board 

ofTrade. 

Tony Shiret retailing ana¬ 
lyst at BZW, the broker, said 
he expected Freemans to be 

worth around £275 million 
and Selfridges around £350 
million as independent 
companies. 

Sears said yesterday trading 
across the group in the 23 


weeks to January 10 had 
shown a like-for-like growth of 
2.6 per cent Within that the 
Chistmas season showed a 22 
per cent improvement 

Selfridges suffered in the 
autumn because the strong 
pound deterred foreign shop¬ 
pers and selling space had 
fallen because of the redevel¬ 
opment of tiie Oxford Street 
store. 

The January sale had 
cleared out the excess stock 
but margins had suffered. A 
second store will open in 
Manchester this year at a cost 
of £20 million and Selfridges 
is now looking for a third site, 
probably in Glasgow. 

Freemans showed somfi re¬ 
covery in fortunes from a poor 
first halt largely because of 
the recruitment of new sales 
agents. The group plans to 
launch a direct sales business 

— akin to the Next Directory 

— sometime next year. 


Greenfield 
tax likely 
in reform 

A TAX on greenfield dev¬ 
elopment and financial in¬ 
centives to encourage 
banding on regenerated 
land are likely to play a 
strong part in the Govern¬ 
ments shake-up of toe plan¬ 
ning system which was 
confirmed yesterday (Chris¬ 
tine Buckley writes). 

Richard Cabora, Minister 
for the Regions, Regenera¬ 
tion and Planning, unveiled 
the economic carrots to give 
the market more of a role in 
planning as he launched toe 
review. He said there had 
been procrastination in a lot 
of planning areas and a 
pervading “cultural 
procrastination”. 

The review will have im¬ 
portant implications for 
honsebuflders. retailers and 
large industrial companies. 
They have until April to give 
their views before the Gov¬ 
ernment starts its reforms. 

Appealing, page 29 


Siemens denies 
hard line on euro 


By Adam Jones 


THE UK arm of Siemens 
denied yesterday that it will 
force its 12JXX) UK suppliers 
to deal in euros instead of 
sterling after October 1999. 
However, Bemd Euler, fi¬ 
nance director of Siemens pic, 
claimed UK companies who 
are not prepared to quote in 
euros “will lose out long-term" 
because they present a curren¬ 
cy risk to toe buyer. 

He said: "It will be easier for 
companies dealing in euros to 
deal with other companies 
who are doing the same." 

The German electronics and 
engineering group will adopt 
the European single currency 
for its 1999/2000 accounting 
year. Herr Euler will encour¬ 
age UK suppliers to do the 
same through a series of 
seminars, starting in toe 
spring. He said: “We will not 
force our suppliers to use the 
euro, and will remain flexible 


on payment, as long as pricing 
is competitive.” 

Siemens revealed yesterday 
that its UK subsidiary's turn¬ 
over topped £2 trillion for the 
first time in the year to Septem¬ 
ber 30. 1997, up 34 per cent 
Profits, which are not revealed 
precisely, were said to be more 
than £50 million net after tax. 
The return on equity was 19 per 
cent. 

Siemens said toe North 
Tyneside semiconductor 
plant, which cost £1.1 billion, 
has achieved double the antici¬ 
pated production levels. 

For tiie first time a Briton 
will head Siemens in toe UK 
when Jurgen Gehrels steps 
down as chief executive after 
12 years in the post at the end 
of March. He will be succeed¬ 
ed by Alan Wood, who is 
currently group managing di¬ 
rector. Herr Gehrels will be¬ 
come non-executive chairman. 


Granada’s management valued at £500m 
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Tribute to skills: Gerry Robinson, left, and Charles Allen 


, By Dominic Walsh 

THE outcry over the £375.000 paid to five 
Granada director? as compensation for 
reduced notice periods was put into 
perspective yesterday as ii emerged that a 
leading analyst has put a value of almost 
£500 million on the group's management. 

In a 40-page report published this 
week. Jason Streets, leisure analyst at 
SBC Warburg Dillon Read, claims that 
the performance of top management led 

by Gerry Robinson and Charles Allen, 
has enabled Granada to "consistently 
outperform both the UK market and the 
services sector in earnings growth over 
every period since 1992". 

He says: “If we assume that the current 
Granada management can continue to 

3 


outperform a 5 per cent growth rate by 45 
pa- cent then toe discounted value of toe 
additional profits over toe next five years 
is £490 million, or 50p per share." 

Although admitting that valuing man¬ 
agement is difficult, he concludes: “Most 
recently Granada has shown how it was 
able to add 46 per cent to the profits of 
Fortewithin toe first full year.These skills 
are rare and should be highly priz ed." 

Other analysts expressed scepticism, 
with one claiming that valuing manage¬ 
ment was “simply not possible". But most 
admitted that the prices extracted by 
Granada for Forte assets such as toe 
George V hotel in Paris and toe Welcome 
Break motorway sendees were a tribute to 
toe skills of Mr Robinson and Mr Allen. 
"Persuading Prince Alwaleed to outbid 


the Sultan of Brunet on the George V was 
a stroke of genius." said one. The five-star 
hotel was sold for £104 million against a 
book value of £92 million. 

SBC Warburg's figures may help to 
divert some of the flak aimed at Granada 
since its annual report revealed that 
directors would be compensated for 
cutting notice periods from three years to 
two. Mr Robinson received £138.000 on 
top of his £357,000 salary and Mr Allen 
got £110.000 on top of his £672,000 salary. 

Some institutions have described toe 
payments as. at best, a case of poor judg¬ 
ment and, at worst, an act of greed. Pirc. 
the corporate governance consultancy, 
has attacked them;. and Granada is 
expected to face tough questions at its 
annual meeting on February 4. 


Chief at 
C&Gin 
surprise 
exit from 
Lloyds 

By Anne Ashworth 


ANDREW Longhurst, the 
highly regarded chairman of 
Cheltenham & Gloucester, is to 
leave Lloyds TSB. an unexpect¬ 
ed casualty of a boardroom 
shake-up announced yesterday. 

Mr Longhurst joined Lloyds 
in 1995 when tiie bank paid 
£1.8 billion for the building 
society he helped to transform 
into one of Britain's leading 
players in toe mortgage mar¬ 
ket. The takeover, a deal that 
sparked a wave of demutual¬ 
isations, provided the plar- 
form to help Lloyds TSB 
become the country's third 
largest mortgage lender. 

Mr Longhurst, 58. will leave 
Lloyds TSB. where he is direc¬ 
tor of consumer finance, in 
April. He is on a six-month con¬ 
tract and is certain to receive 
substantial compensation, al¬ 
though the terms were not 
disclosed yesterday. He was 
earning about £350.000 a year. 

Mr Longhurst is known for 
his forthright leadership style. 
In 1992 he had a public row 
with Norman Lament, then 
Chancellor of die Exchequer, 
over National Savings rates. 

Lloyds said that Mr 
Longhurst had played an active 
role in the reorganisation of 
tiie bank’s retail banking opera¬ 
tions that led to the disappear¬ 
ance of his job. He is said to be 
happy with the outcome of the 
reorganisation, which brings 
his special responsibilities, in¬ 
cluding personal lending and 
credit cards, within a new UK 
retail banking division. 

However, his exit highlights 
toe growing influence of former 
TSB executives at the bank. 
City sources say that the new 
men to watch include David 
Pritchard, who will become 
group treasurer and director 
responsible for wholesale mar¬ 
kets and international banking, 
an ex-TSB executive, and Gor¬ 
don Pell, who becomes group 
director UK Retail Banking. 
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CU bonus 

THE life insurance sector 
delivered a mixed message to 
investors yesterday. 
Commercial Union became 
the latest company to cut 
annual bonus rates on with- 
profits policies, but said its 
£265 million total payout to 
members was a record. 

Page 26. Tempus 28 

Viacom sale 

VIACOM, weighed down 
by a multibiflion-dollar debt, 
is to sell off most of Simon 
& Schuster, one of America's 
foremost book publishers, 
in an attempt to lighten the 
load of its liabilities. 

Page 27 




LONDON 


Thomas Pink 
Shirt Sale 

Final 

Reductions 


SL James* &5 Jermyn Si. SWI 
Mayfair 18 Davies Sr. WI 
Liverpool St 16 Blomfield Si. EC2 
Lloyd's of London 16 Cullum Si, ECS 
Mansion House 44 Bow Lane, EC4 
Cannon St 60 Cannon Si. EC4 
Law Courts 82 Chancery Lane. WC2 
Chelsea Drayton Gardens. SWI0 
Oxford St Sel/ridges 
• Canary Wharf Cabal Place East 
Edinburgh 32 Castle Si 
Glasgow I Royal Bank Place 
Dublin 29 Dawsun Si 


Sate dun ml apply to Mag Order. Fora copy of oar new 
Spring Catalogue, please telephone 0171-498 3882 
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German 
duo split 
on Rolls 
break-up 

By Kevin Eason 

MOTORING EDITOR 

TWO powerful German 
carmakers fighting ru lake 
over Rolls-Royce were last 
night at loggerheads over 
an attempt to split up the 
company. 

Ferdinand Piech. Volks¬ 
wagen's chief executive, 
admitted that he was only 
interested in acquiring the 
Bentley name, held by 
Rolls-Royce since 1931 and 
which accounts for GO per 

cent of sales. 

Herr Piech was appar¬ 
ently happy to let BMW 
have the Rolls-Royce 
brand so long as it could 
acquire the Bentley 
marque with its sporting 
associations. The com¬ 
pany is known to be ambi¬ 
tious to build a range of 
luxury, high-performance 
saloons using a new V12 
engine unveiled last year. 

But BMW' said last 
night that such a break-up 
was '‘unthinkable” and 
will press ahead with 
plans to buy the entire 
business, put up for sale by 
Vickers for a price estimat¬ 
ed at E400 million. Vickers 
also responded to Herr 
Piech's comments in Wirt- 
schaftswoche. the German 
magazine, saying that it 
wants to sell the carmaker 
in one piece. 

BMW is still thought to 
be leading the takeover 
race and is the favoured 
buyer with Rolls-Royce Pie. 
the aeroengines manufac¬ 
turer which holds the right 
of veto over the sale. The 
public company licensed 
the use of the name to the 
carmaker when the two 
businesses split up in 1971. 

But VW, Toyota and 
Ford arc among motor 
manufacturers to have ex¬ 
pressed interest, while Ber- 
nie Ecclestone, head of the 
Formula One Construc¬ 
tors* Association, and the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts* 
Club head the list of inde¬ 
pendent consortia. 

Although Vickers wants 
the highest price analysts 
believe that Rolls-Rouce 
needs an owner able to 
invest heavily in new mod¬ 
els to tackle increasing 
competition. 
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FINANCIAL fallout from Asia is taking 
its toll of BAA. the airports operator, 
which suffered a sharp drop in passen¬ 
gers passing through Heathrow in 
December, according to new figures (Jon 
Ashworth writes). 

Some 75.000 fewer passengers flew on 
East Asian routes last month. Reduced 


Eurostar services cost BAA an extra 
100.000 passengers, while the fire in 
Heathrow Terminal One cost a further 
50.000 passengers. 

Strong growth at Gatwick. whose 
managing director is Janis Kong, pic¬ 
tured. helped BAA to a record year 
overall. The group’s seven airports 


handled a record 103.3 million passen¬ 
gers in 1997. up 6.7 per cent on 1996. 
Gatwick established itself as a major 
international hub, handling 26-5 million 
passengers, a rise of 112 per cent 
Stansted handled 5.4 million passengers 
in 1997, an increase of IL5 per cent . 

Tempos, page 28' 


CU leads life insurers in 
giving out mixed signals 


By Marianne Curphey, insurance correspondent 


THE life insurance sector 
delivered a mixed message to 
investors yesterday. Com¬ 
mercial Union became the 
latest company io cut annual 
bonus rates on with-profits 
policies, but said its E265 
million rotal payout to mem¬ 
bers was a record. 

Meanwhile. Legal & Gen¬ 
eral unveiled a 40 per cent 
rise in UK individual new 
business and a 19 per cent rise 
in individual and group busi¬ 
ness during 1997. Neverthe¬ 
less. analysts predicted sales 
growth in the sector would 
slow from between 12 percent 
and 15 per cent Iasi year to 8 
per cent this year. 

CU became the latest of the 
life insurers to improve matu¬ 
rity- rates for policyholders 


but cut the annual bonus rates 
on existing policies. The com¬ 
pany said that its payout to 
543.000 with-profits policy¬ 
holders represented an in¬ 
crease of 50 per cent in the past 
five years. 

On traditional with-profits 
policies, final (maturity) bo¬ 
nuses are bang increased on 
plans with terms of 16 years 
and longer, while l£year 
plans stay the same. 

However, annual bonus 
rates added to policies for 1997 
have been reduced. The rate 
has fallen from 3.5 per cent in 
1996 to 3 per cent on the sum 
assured, while the attaching 
bonus has dropped from 55 
per cent to 5 per cent. 

For 199S the interim bonus, 
which is the best indication of 


what annual bonuses in 1998 
will be, has fallen to 25 per 
cent on the sum assured and 
45 per cent on the attaching 
bonus. 

On a ten-year plan, matur¬ 
ing on January 1 this year, the 
payout for a male aged 30 next 
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birthday with a E50-a-month 
endowment has fallen by E226 
to £9536. final payouts on 
similar 15 and 20-year policies 
have also fallen, while 25-year 
policy- maturity values have 
increased. 

Legal & General reported 
strong growth in new individ¬ 
ual pensions, particularly sin¬ 


gle premium sales, but the 
. most spectacular growth was 
reservwi for personal equity 
plans and unit trusts, which 
put on 182 per cent growth to 
£579 million. Two Peps, one of 
them an index tracker, raised 
the bulk of the money. 

Britannic Assurance, which 
last year restructured Us of¬ 
fices and sales force, reported 
that new regular premiums 
rose 25 per cent and new 
single premiums increased 85 
per cent during 1997. Brian 
Shaw, chief executive, said the 
performance was “pleasing” 
as the 5 per cent reduction in 
business that was lost in the 
first half of the year as a result 
of the reorganisation was re¬ 
couped by a 13 per cent 
increase in the second half. 


BA throws 
in its 
LOT with 
Polish 
airline 

By Jon Ashworth 

BRITISH AIRWAYS has 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with LOT. the 
state-owned Polish airline, in a 
move that further extends its 
reach in Central, and Eastern 
Europe. 

Talks are likely to result m 
code-sharing on flights be¬ 
tween Manchester-Warsaw 
and Gatwick-Krakow. as well 
as between Heathrow and 
Warsaw. A first phase will 
include code-sharing with 

BA’S German subsidiary. 
Deutsche BA. Neither carrier 
would rule out a possible 
equity investment 

The link is a response to the 
rival Star Alliance, built on the 
powerful combination of Luft¬ 
hansa and United Airlines, 
which poses a significant com¬ 
petitive threat to BA. Regula¬ 
tors in Washington and 
Brussels have yet to rule on 
whether BA will be allowed to 
proceed with its planned alli¬ 
ance with American Airlines. 

Approval is likely to turn on 
BA relinquishing perhaps 250 
slots at Heathrow. One possi¬ 
bility is that BA will be 
allowed to give up the slots in 
a phased manner, gradually 
opening Heathrow to new 
carriers. Whether BA will be 
financially compensated is one 
of the issues to be addressed. 

Bob Ayling, the BA diief 
executive, who was in Warsaw 
yesterday for talks with Jan 
Litwinski, LOT president said 
the Star Alliance was a “very 
aggressive” competitor, add¬ 
ing: “It is very important that 
competitive airlines are al¬ 
lowed to develop.” He said 
that the LOT link was a “big 
step” towards expanding the 
alliance network in Central 
Europe. 

Trade between the UK and 
Poland had quadrupled in the 
last four years, creating rising 
demand for air travel between 
the two countries. BA carried 
166,000 passengers on the 
Heathrow-Warsaw route in 
1997. 

Mr Ayling conceded that BA 
was affected by developments 
in Asia, but said buoyant 
business elsewhere helped to 
counter any downturn. The 
carrier recently cut fores on 
routes to Hong Kong in an 
attempt to fill seats. 
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Mortgage advance 
value up 8% last year 

^rStaacdvilus of all home 

fo to* to three months. Barclays Mortgage sarithat 
indicated a more stable outlook fo r 

it pointed out there was a modest nse in mortgagejoiaing 
Konth with an increase oi 2 per com emtpared »„h 
December 1996 and 1 per cent on November 199/. 

The research by Barclays also 
change in people’s views on rising houS iJ”S?J3 5! 
SdS 1997. less than half of those * 

value of their homes to increase m tte _netf yea r. ^ 
months compared with 52 per cent in the 
the year- Over 1997 as a whole, there was a 10 per cent 
increase in people planning to buy a new home and a 12 
per cent increase in those planning to sell. 

FI Group ahead 54% 

FI GROUP, the supplier of computer software services, 
reported a 54 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to £45 million m 
the six months to October 31 on turnover up54 per cent to 
£712 million. Earnings rose 60 per cent to 9.9p a share. The 
interim dividend rises to 2.6p fl.Tp). due April 1. Sir Peter 
Thompson, chairman, said the company had orders worm 
£136 million, and had recently signed a £32 million four-vear 
applications management contract with Legal & General. 

Epic returns to black 

EPIC MULTIMEDIA, the software group that switched 
from producing computer games to corporate training CD- 
Roms after its shares plunged from 105p to just 12p, returned 
to profit in the six months to November 30, earning £103.000 
before tax compared with losses of £921,000. Turnover fell 
from £22 million to £1.9 million after the restructuring of its 
publishing division. Losses per share of 3.95p turned into 
earnings of 0.44p. No dividend will be paid. 

E W Fact in talks 

EW FACT said it was-in the early stages of talks with a poten¬ 
tial buyer. The publisher and educational services provider 
also said fall-year profit to December 31 would be lower than 
market expectations. The consensus was £1.7 million. Ana¬ 
lysts said the recent rise in the share price on takeover specul¬ 
ation was behind the announcement. Competition in prof¬ 
essional courses was blamed for the profit shortfall. BFP 
Holdings, a rival, said it was not involved in die discussions. 

Oil demand growth slows 

ASIAN finan cial turmoil will cause a slower than expected 
growth in world demand for oil in 1998, the International 
Energy Agency said yesterday. The West's energy watchdog 
said n-Iowered its forecast for world ail demand in I99S tty 
280,000 barrels per day (bpd) to 75.34 million bpd. 
Slackening demand in Asia, the world’s fastest growing 
energy market, is partly responsible for a 25 per cent slump in 
world oO prices over the past three months. 

Alchemy investment 

ALCHEMY PARTNERS, the investment firm set up by Jon 
Moulton, has invested £4.6 million in Ashbury Confectionary, 
a privately owned chocolate manufacturer. The previous own¬ 
ers. the Zulman family, will have their stake diluted to 25 per 
cent but will receive £2.4 million of the new money to repay 
loans. Ashbury’s management will have a 10 per cent stake 
after investing £100,000. With debt finance, the transaction has 
a total value of E15 million. 


A CAMPAIGN has . been 
launched to include personal 
finance in the school curricu¬ 
lum, backed by research that 
suggests most school leavers 
fail to grasp basic financial 
concepts such as saving and 
borrowing (Susan Emmett 
writes). 

The Personal Fina nce Edu¬ 
cation Group (PFEG) wants 
the Government to include the 
teaching of basic budgeting, 
borrowing, saving and invest¬ 


ing for ail children between five 
and 16. woven into lessons such 
as maths and business studies. 
Gill Notts, chairman of the 
PFEG. said health authorities 
still fail to recognise the impor¬ 
tance of personal finance edu¬ 
cation. but in some schools 
children are already taught 
about money matters. 

The initiative is backed by 
several prominent bodies in¬ 
cluding the Financial Services 
Authority and NatWest. 
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T T 7’henyqu are stuck In a 
\A/ traffic jam on the M6 or 

▼ V the M2S, you have no 
one to blame but yourself and the 
world in general. And you can 
always cough cm a Hamlet dear. 
When you are catching horrible 
germs on a freezing railway 
platform because the service has 
been canceled or the train is late, 

you have someone very- specific 
to blame: the train operator. 

Inefficient public transport is a 
far greater deterrent to use than 
private congestion. So the latest 
quarterly figures from Opraf, the 
private train operators’ financial 
regulator, amount to more than 
depressing reading for travellers. 
They are hugely embarrassing 
for the Governments worthy but 
unrealistic policy of shifting 
large amounts of traffic to rail. 

Labour can blame privatisa¬ 
tion. As the appalling revelation 
that performance can be “worse 
than British Rail'’suggests, how¬ 
ever. there are no passenger 
miles to be won by reverting to 
state ownership or to some other 
terra of non-profit operation. 
And some of the least punctual 
operators, notably Virgin Rail, 
have 15-year franchises. 

The picture is not all bad. 
Sane operators have improved 
performance to a good standard. 
Upgrades promised under fran¬ 
chise agreements are generally 
being met, because private rail is 
more accountable. Usage is up 
too, in contrast to buses. 

The regime should reward 
good standards as well as cost 


The wrong kind of railway 


efficiency, allowing shareholders 
in quoted companies to earn 
improving returns. But these are 
the easy times, when subsidies 
are still much higher than to 
British Rail. If rail is to make a 
positive long-term contribution 
as subsidies mil, regulation must 
not only be more subtle but also 
more transparent 
Targets for time-keeping are 
often slack, allowing ten minutes 
and up to 30 minutes on the 
longest journeys. They exclude 
Sundays and public holidays 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


Operators can too often blame 
someone else. The franchise sys¬ 
tem was supposed to make the 
operator pay fines or ticket 
discounts, then recoup from 
Railtrack or whoever else carries 
die can. The rules that reward 
operators by allowing price in¬ 
creases well above initiation are 
even more opaque, in part 
because of the complexity caused 
by atomising British RaiL 
This was scarcely necessary 
because c om pet it ion was virtu¬ 
ally written on at an early stage. 
Sanity, the alternative model 
exemplified by London and 
Continental Railways, which 
integrates track and train, is 
looking no better. Eurostar is 


ccertainly improving, but the six 
million passengers carried last 
year fell well short of its ten 
million target. Track contracts 
are at last being let, but are still 
behind schedule: At least John 
Prescott has finally managed to 
bully LCR into agreeing to fulfil 
its contract He wul need to bully 
a lot more railway folk. But au 
the bullying in the world does not 
seem capable of creating the 
attractive railway system his 
policies presume. 

Mr Robinson and 
the cant gap 

G eoffrey Robinson man¬ 
aged to glide in and out 
of the hot seat at House 
of Commons Question Time with 
understandably nervous speed 
yesterday. As on any subject in 
this increasingly surrealist rit¬ 
ual, it would nave been daft to 
expect any meaningful answers 
to questions from Peter Lilley 


and other Tories about the 
Paymaster General’s mulff- 
million tax-saving offshore fam¬ 
ily trusts. But it is important to 
keep asking the questions. 

The purpose is not to persecute 
die Treasury’s own fat cat. Too 
much of that land of persecution 
was orchestrated by Labour's 
front bench in the election cam¬ 
paign. Ratter, it is to identify the 
chasm between what top Labour 
people do and what they expect 
everyone else to do, in the hope 
that ministers may come to 
recognise the cant gap — and 
then be persuaded to dose it 

In theory. Tony Blair stands 
for giving a fair deal to ail. ratter 
than the few. In savings and 
investment. Labour continues to 
practice special deals for the few 
while punishing the many. 

In a few months, the Govern¬ 
ment has sequestrated E5 billion 
from about eight million small in¬ 
vestors in utilities. It has levied E5 
billion a year in extra taxes from 
pension funds, which will directly 


cut the future pensions of about 
five million people and even¬ 
tually disadvantage everyone 
contributing to an occupational 
pension scheme. It has signed the 
death warrants of Peps and 
Tessas, the most successful sav¬ 
ings schemes in living memory 
dial did not make contributions 
tax deductible. And it is substitut¬ 
ing a half-baked new scheme 
that promises to be loo costly and 
complex for new savers while 
excluding those with more than 
£50,000 savings on the grounds 
that they are “very wall off". 

Mr Robinson designed the 
windfall tax. As a reward for his 
skilful handling of that in¬ 
evitably unfair impost, he was 
given charge of the individual 
savings account, of which he has 
so far made a pig's ear. 

These are both examples of 
Labour's strategy to penalise 
ordinary people with just a little 
to help those with nothing, 
allowing it to stick to its election 
promise not to raise taxes on the 


rich. Reviews of capital gains 
and other taxes are expected to 
leave loopholes for the few, such 
as proprietors of high-tech com¬ 
panies, while punishing die 
many. For the first time in 
decades, ordinary investors are 
being advised to go offshore. As 
Mr Robinson wilfknow, that is a 
dangerous business, unless you 
can afford a good lawyer. 

IMF too happy to 
dabble in politics 

F or President Suharto, it 
must have been a humiliat¬ 
ing experience. The great 
survivor of Asian politics — who 
has ruled the world’s fourth most 
populous country for more than 
30 years — appeared yesterday 
on television to explain the IMF 1 
inspired austerity package. But 
even the chickens in die back¬ 
ground of the broadcast seemed 
to have lost their respect, 
squawking so loudly that the 
President was forced to raise his 
voice to continue his speech. 

In Indonesia, the IMF can 
hardly avoid interfering in poli¬ 
tics. Such is the pervasive in¬ 
fluence of President Suharto and 
his family in the country, that he 
could justifiably claim I'econ- 


omie, c’est moi, to misquote 
Louis XIV. When the IMF de¬ 
manded budget cuts and tax 
rises to restore fiscal discipline, 
the Suhartos had to suffer dir¬ 
ectly. His son lost tax concessions 
and a dove monopoly, while his 
eldest daughter endured the 
cancellation of a $1,75 billion 
power plant contract 
The problem is, however, that 
the IMF has appeared a little too 
keen throughout the Asian crisis 
to demand reforms that many 
would regard as purely political 
In democratic Korea, the IMF 
has left the impression it wants to 
reform the country’s entire soda! 
structure. There is a fine line 
between calling for necessary 
macroeconomic reforms — 
which cause some political fall¬ 
out — and tampering in domestic 
political affairs. The IMF needs 
to review just how far it needs to 
interfere or face growing cyni¬ 
cism about its real agenda. 


One of the lads 

JUST as "new laddism" is going 
out of fashion, its high priest, 
Kelvin MacKenzie. is elevated 
within Mirror Group. But while 
this may solve the problem of 
Mirror’s ailing national papers, 
shaking up the board merely 
brings one’s attention back to Sir 
Roibert Clark. The Mirror’s 
chairman has just celebrated his 
75th birthday and it is more than 
six years since the death of the 
man who appointed him to the 
board — Robert Maxwell 


Unilever 
optimistic 
for future 
of SE Asia 

Investment opportunities 
in South-East Asia will 
outlast the current eco¬ 
nomic turmoil in the re¬ 
gion, Niall FitzGerald, 
chairman of Unilever, the 
Anglo-Dutch food and de¬ 
tergents group, told busi¬ 
nessmen in the Philip¬ 
pines yesterday. 

Mr FitzGerald said Asia 
was driven by increasingly 
demanding and sophisti¬ 
cated consumers who 
would continue to advance 
longer-term growth. Over¬ 
seas investors should take 
a long-term view of the 
economic situation In the 
region. 

Addressing the Euro¬ 
pean Chamber of Com¬ 
merce in Manila, Mr • 
FitzGerald said the diffi¬ 
culties of the past few 
months had done nothing 
to diminish the strategic 
importance of South-East 
Asia. He said: “At the 
moment, commentators 
and pundits skate over the 
fundamentals that Asia is 
a market driven by in¬ 
creasingly demanding and 
sophisticated consumers. 
After years of telling their 
European readers that the 
Asian tigers would leave 
the European Union 
standing, they are now all 
rushing to tell us that 
Asia’s success is a 
sandcastie in the air." 

Mr FitzGerald is in Asia 
visiting local Unilever op¬ 
erations. He returns to the 
UK tomorrow. Unilever, 
he said, had ambitious 
plans for the region. 

Farepak boost 

Higher interest income 
and a strong performance 
from food processing 
helped Farepak, the 
Christmas hamper and 
household goods supplier, 
to improve profits in the 
six months to October 3L 
Pre-tax profits rose to £1.89 
million from £1 milli on, on 
sales up 4.7 per cent to 
£322 million. Earnings 
were 2.735p a share fl-3S7p) 
and the interim dividend 
is lifted to L5Sp a share 
(1375p). 

Amey venture 

A joint venture involving 
Amey, the construction 
company, has won a con-.. 
tract, initially for three 
years, worth np to £130 
million to renew approxi¬ 
mately 3,000 miles erf rail¬ 
way tracks in Rail track’s 
Great Western region. The 
joint venture is between 

the Amey Railways sub¬ 
sidiary arid SECO/DGC 
of France. 


Debt-ridden Viacom to 
sell Simon & Schuster 


From Tunku Varadarajan in new york 


VIACOM, weighed down by a 
mu 1 DbOli on-doD ar debt, is to 
sell off most of Simon & 
Schuster, one of America’s 
foremost book publishers, in 
an attempt to lighten the load 
of its liabilities: 

The company, among the 
leading media houses in the 
world, is indebted to the tune 
of $98 billion (about E6 bQ- 
lion). So great-is the need to 
pare down this debt that 
analysts predict Viacom could 
shortly tell off another of its 
high-profile divisions, the 
Blockbuster video and music 
retail chain. 

Viacom has announced for¬ 
mally that it will be seeking 
buyers immediately for Simon 
& Schuster’s educational pubr 
fishing unit, which accounts 
for 60 per cent of the publish¬ 


er's business, as well as its 
professional and reference 
operations. 

The company will, however, 
retain Simon & Schuster's 
trade divirion, which put out 
such recent bestsellers as 
Angela's Ashes. That divirion 
is invaluable to Viacom 
because it has succeeded in 
turning such properties as 
Star Trek and Beams and 
Bullhead into serious cash 
cows. 

The plans were announced 
by Sumner Redstone. Via¬ 
com’s chairman and CEO in 
California. The prospective 
sale, which is being handled 
fay Morgan Stanley, the invest¬ 
ment bank, is expected to fetch 
as much as $4 billion. 

Mr Redstone said that his 
decision was influenced as 


much t>y the fact that the 
publishing business was hold¬ 
ing down Viacom’s share price 
as by the need to reduce die 
company's debL Much of the 
debt, ironically* is related to 
Viacom’s purchase in 1994 of 
Paramount Communications, 
which included Simon & 
Schuster. 

Speaking at a separate gath¬ 
ering of investors, Mr Red¬ 
stone described the hiring off 
of the publishers as “the 
tranradon that will propel us 
forward". He raid: “This will 
be a transaction that will 
make us a stronger competitor 
in our core entertainment 
operations." The company 
also owns the Paramount 
Pictures film studio in Holly¬ 
wood, such cable television 
channels as MTV and Nickel¬ 


odeon, and 50 per cent of the 
USA Network and Comedy 
Central. 

Mr Redstone's announce¬ 
ment comes after a blistering 
year in which his reputation, 
and Viacom^ share price, 
were both badly singed. But 
media analysts here ray that, 
in selling Simon & Schuster. 
Mr Redstone is “uncovering 
the hidden value at Viacom”. 

One analyst Fred Moran, 
at Furman Selz, raid: “Sumner 
is showing that he’s working 
for his shareholders." One of 
those is Mr Redstone himself: 
he owns 60 per cent of 
Viacom's common stock. 
Blockbuster, which is not ex¬ 
pected to be sold before the 
start of spring, could fetch 
between $4 billion and $6 
billion. 


IMS and 
Nielsen 
to be split 

IMS, the company that 
dominates the provision of 
market information on the 
pharmaceutical industry, is 
to be separated from Niel¬ 
sen Media Research, the 
firm that measures the size 
of television audiences (Paul 
Durman writes). 

Cognizant, the US corpo¬ 
ration that owns both IMS 
and Nielsen, is splitting into 
two, less than 18 months 
after it was itself spun out of 
Dun & Eradstrect, best 
known as a financial infor¬ 
mation provider. IMS em¬ 
ploys 600 people in the UK. 
with offices in Pinner, west 
London, and Maiylebone. 

The new IMS Health will 
have revenues of $1 billion 
and employ 7,500 people in 
90 countries. Nielsen will 
employ 2100 and will have 
revenues of more than $350 
million. 


Shaky picture at 
Eastman Kodak 


By Martin Barrow 


EASTMAN KODAK, the 
struggling US photographic 
equipment company, said the 
strong dollar, competitive 
pressures and the cost of a 
wide-ranging restructuring, 
will adversely affect earnings 
in the first quarter of this year. 

The company was reporting 
net profits of just $5 million (£3 
million) for 1997. down from 
$129 billion in 1996. Restruc¬ 
turing and Other charges and 
continued pressures on photo¬ 
graphic film prices dragged 
Kodak to a loss in its fourth 
quarter and left it with only 
marginal profits for the year. 
Kodak’s fourth-quarter loss 
amounted to $744 million. 

The company estimated that 
adverse foreign exchange rates 
reduced full-year revenues by 
$558 million. Competition, par¬ 
ticularly from Japan's Fuji 
Photo Rim, also kept a damper 
on revenues. Kodak said that 


those pressures, which contin¬ 
ued in the fourth quarter, are 
likely to affect results this 
quarter and keep earnings 
below levels of a year ago. 

For the fourth quarter the 
company said its business in 
America faced continuing 
price pressures, while in devel¬ 
oped markets outside the US. 
strong volume growth was 
more than offset by the com¬ 
bined effects of currency and 
pricing pressures. 

The company said that al¬ 
though it experienced good 
volume growth in emerging 
markets, sales were essentially 
flat, because of the same fac¬ 
tors. The company also reiter¬ 
ated its target to cut annual 
costs by $1 billion through its 
restructuring. It said those cost 
cuts should be folly in place by 
the end of 1999. _ 
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Stakis price rises after 
strong first quarter 
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David Michels said more guests stayed overnight 


By Dominic Walsh 

SHARES in Stakis rose 7‘ap 
to 98‘ap yesterday as the 
hold and leisure company 
turned in strong first-quarter 
braiding figures. 

The acquisition of 
Metropole Hotels helped to 
boost turnover from the ho¬ 
tels division by 52 per cent to 
£73.6 milli on in the 13 weeks 
to December 28, although its 
original estate also showed 
strong underlying growth 
with a 25 per cent rise. The 
key yield per available room 
statistic was 27 per cent 
ahead at £46.68. 

David Michels, chief exec¬ 
utive; highlighted an unex¬ 
pected six-point rise in 
average occupancy to 76J per 
cent Mr Michels said: “We 
saw high occupancy in De¬ 
cember, which is always 
good for parties but generally 
a poor month for overnight 
stays." 

The trading update also 
served to lift some of the 
uncertainty over the future of 
casinos within Stakis, as a 
major investment pro^ 
gramme started to bear fruit 

Attendances were 10 per 
cent ahead, despite the sale of 
its Coventry casino and a 
small dedine in the win 
percentage. The division re¬ 
ported an improvement in 
turnover from £152 million 
to £17.1 milli on. “We’re very 
pleased as it’s the first quar¬ 
ter in a year in which casinos 
have to perform,” said Mr 
Michels. 
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HoF and La Senza shares dive 


By Fraser Nelson 

ES in House Of Fraser became the 
casualty of the Christmas tradmg 


ales slowdown in October and 

ber. . _ . . .. 

enza, the lingerie retailer,. joined 
tor downturn after dehvenng yet 
■ profits warning and announcing 
parture of Joel Teitdbaum, its 
tig director. , , 

mza shares, which traded at 116p 

r, lost a further 12 per cent to do« 

v low of 19p. 


Shares of House of Fraser lost Itop to 
203“ap — their sharpest one-day fall 
• John Coleman, House of Fraser's chief 
executive, said the group’s profits had 
been protected by the success of linea, its 
own-brand clothing label, taking group 
margins one percentage pant stronger. 

However, the company also puzzled 
many industry observers by insisting that 
its sales did not start until Boxing' Day — 
a claim that could be directly contradicted 
by many shoppers who enjoyed discounts 
much earlier in the month. 

A sales resurgence over Christmas, 
sped along by heavy discounting, saw a 
4.7 per cent increase in the six weeks to 


January 10. Tins helped the half-year 
sales increase by an average 25 per cent 
on a like-for-Ufce basis. 

However, the eight weeks over October 
and November saw a 25 per cent 
underlying decline, prompting analysts to 
fear that its recovery may take longer 
than expected. 

La Senza said its 47 stores raw a like- 
for-like sales increase of only 23 per cent 
in die four weeks up to Christmas, behind 
its own expectations, although the top line 
growth was 24 per cent 

House of Fraser is now expected to 
make a pre-tax profit of £28 million this 
year, a downgrade of £2 million. 
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Shares confound traders 
by making late recoveiy 


THE ability of the equity 
market ro daily confound trad¬ 
ers as to which direction ii 
moves is quiie remarkable. 
Despite the growing prospect 
of another rate rise, a de¬ 
pressed bond market and 
opening losses on Wall Street, 
share prices closed on a firm 
note. The FTSE 100 index put 
in a late spun to finish a shade 
below it's best of the day with a 
rise of 5S P at 5.165J5 in heavy 
rurnover of 921 million shares. 

Some dealers put it dnivn to 
a late programme trade while 
others admitted they were 
mystified by the market's new 
lease of life. At the same time, 
the Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age was nursing an opening 
fall as New York battened 
down the hatches awaiting a 
snow storm ahead of its clo¬ 
sure on Monday to celebrate 
Martin Luther King Day. 

One leading broker said: 
“There appears to be no 
rhyme or reason to this perfor¬ 
mance. The next rise in inter¬ 
est rates may prove to be the 
top of the cycle, but that isn’t 
saying much." 

The best performer was 
Centrica, up 7p at 103p on 
fresh institutional demand, 
with 13-3 million shares trad¬ 
ed. Sun Life& Provincial was 
another strong performer, 
adding 29p at 499p on a “buy" 
recommendation from 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson. 

Shares in Laura Ashley 
slumped to an all-time low 
with a fall of 8^ p at 26p after 
its latest trading statement 
The drop in sales during the 
run-up to Christmas has 
helped only to compound the 
group's problems. Brokers 
say there is little sign of its 
problems being resolved. 

La Senza retreated 24: p to 
J9p after issuing its profits 
warning. The Aim-listed linge¬ 
rie retailer expects losses in the 
current year to be significantly 
greater than the previous year. 
Joel Teitelbaum, the director 
responsible for establishing 
the brand in Britain, has 
resigned form the board. 

A pedestrian performance 
from Sears in the run-up to 
Christmas left the shares Ip 
lower at SI’hrp. The 2.2 per cent 
rise in like-for-like sales in the 
Christmas trading period fell 
short of expectations. The 
group says the proposed 
demerger of Sd fridges will cost 
£40 million. House of Fraser 
also failed to impress with a 4.7 
per cent rise in like-fbr-Iike 
Christmas sales, and the price 
dropped I6p to 203b p. 

Storehouse, however, was 



Saurabh Srivastava, of IIS Infotech. acquired by FI Group, 
whose deputy chairman, Hilary Cropper, saw snares rise 5p 


up bp at 227bp desphe post¬ 
poning its trading statement 
Argos lost 33p at 505p ahead 
of today's trading statement. 

Orange rose !4bp to 267b p. 
Brokers say the shares are 
wanted for the domestic quali¬ 
ty of their earnings. The 
strong pound and volatility in 
Asia are starring to make 
home-spun businesses more 
anracrive to investors. 


Cadbury Schweppes con¬ 
tinued to respond to this 
week's new's that it has extend¬ 
ed its distribution contract 
with Coca-Cola another five 
years with a jump of I4p at 
699p. Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson was reckoned to be 
pushing the shares. 

Stagecoach went into re¬ 
verse. falling 22p to 819p after 
SBC Warburg Dillon Read. 


INVESTORS CHECK-OUT PRICES 
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SPECULATIVE buying 
which had pushed Somer- 
field up to a new peak of 
25lp on Wednesday evapo¬ 
rated yesterday as rumours 
of a bid showed signs of 
abating. Somerfield fin¬ 
ished the day 2bp cheaper 
at 248 b p with no sign of the 
300p-a-share bid widely 
talked of by the speculators. 

Asda, bpcheaperat 187p. 
J Sainsbury, lObp better at 
503p. and Safeway, up 7 J 4p 
at 354^ p. are all seen as 
potential suitors. 

However, the theory 
lacks credibility in some 
quarters. One broker com¬ 
mented: "The Somerfield 


idea was always fanciful. 
There was little prospect of 
it being a strategic fit with 
either Safeway or 
Sainsbury." 

Admittedly a bid by 
Sainsbury seems remote. 
Such a move is unlikely to 
appeal and would only lead 
to a downgrading of its 
rating. 

But further consolidation 
of the food retailers cannot 
be ruled out Talks last year 
between Safeway and Asda 
were terminated. But the 
latter needs to dose the gap 
on Tesco and Sainsbury. A 
bid might be the only 
course of action. 
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the broker, altered its recom¬ 
mendation on the shares from 
a "buy" to a "hold". 

The profits warning from 
Portmeirion left the shares 
52hp down at 240p. The 
surplus in 1997 is expected to 
drop from £6.4 million to £5.4 
million. 

Global Group also fell 3*3 p 
to 9 J *p on the back of a profits 
warning. The Government's 
ban of beef on the bone and 
the Asian crisis has hit profits 
and means they wOl now come 
in at between £1.7 million and 
E2 million, against £4.16 mil¬ 
lion in the previous year. 

Half-year figures from FI 
Group, up 5p at £10.02*2, lived 
up to City expectations with 
pre-tax profits growing 54 per 
cent to £4.3 million. The group 
which supplies outsourcing 
for management in the infor¬ 
mation and technology indus¬ 
try has also announced details 
of a £315 million four-year 
contract with Legal & General. 

Xenova Group jumped 27p 
to I72p after announcing de¬ 
tails of a link-up with the 
Institute of Grassland and 
Enviromenlal Research to es¬ 
tablish a phytochemistry 
group of researchers with the 
aim of isolating rare plant 
chemicals for the use in treat¬ 
ing diseases. 

A profits warning combined 
with news of a bid approach 
failed to budge EVV Fact 
which ended the day all 
square at 67*2 p. The education 
specialist says it is in bid talks 
but tempered that with the 
news that profits will fail to 
match market expectations. 
BPP Holdings, unchanged at 
522*2 p. was quick to deny 
suggestions it may be the 
mystery suitor for Fact 

□ GILT-EDGED: The pros¬ 
pect of rising interest rates 
resulted in further losses 
among bonds. Investors re¬ 
mained on the sidelines as they 
continued to ponder this week's 
sharp rise in average earnings, 
which may be the signal for the 
Bank of England's Monetary 
Policy Committee to tweak 
rates another quarter point to 
75 per cent when it meets early 
next month. In the futures pit 
the iMarch series of the long gilt 
finished eight ticks lower at 
£123*1* in moderate trading. 

□ NEW YORK- Trading 
curbs were brought into oper¬ 
ation in the morning session 
as investors became nervous 
over corporate earnings and 
further overnight falls in Asia. 
At midday the Dow Jones 
industrial average was down 
58.04 points at 7,776.65. 
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Don’t keep it with Kodak 


IF YOU want ro know what deflation really 
means, have a look at the world's most 
famous photographic equipment company. 
Kodak is being forced to cut the price of its 
little yellow and black boxes in order to keep 
volumes moving, and there are signs, that 
pressure on the company could increase. 

Kodak's difficulties have been well trailed. 
The company yesterday reported a loss after a 
$1 5 billion charge to pay for a massive 
programme of redundancies and asset 
writedowns. Some 10,000jobs are going in an 
effort to cut costs by $1 billion over two years. 
More interesting was the revelation that the 
cause of the slashing and burning at its 
headquarters in Rochester. New York, is still 
out there and capable of doing more damage. 
Kodak's sales grew 3 per cent last year but 
were flat in the final quarter and the company 


forecast that the first quarter would show an 
earnings decline. Fuji is the villain - Kodak 
has been attacking its competitor, complain¬ 
ing that it enjoys unfair advantages ui it s 
huge home market while the 
company can make hay in the °pen > 
the US. Currency is helping Fuji, whim 
exports film from Japan and Europe ro the 
US, to enjoy a price advantage. The decline of 
the yen should help Fuji further, making its 
product cheaper. Meanwhile Kodak must sell 
a dollar product into Asia. . . 

As capital flees Asia,.the currency dispari¬ 
ties will get worse and manufacturers out 
there will look to the only growing economy 
for succour. Kodak's redundancies followed a 
big programme at Levi-Strauss. No wonder 
US fund managers are looking for other 
markets in which to invest. 


BAA 

FDR a utility, BAA has done 
a cracking job in disguising 
itself as a nifty service com¬ 
pany. Up until the last few 
months traffic volumes were 
bounding ahead of expecta¬ 
tions. How many utilities 
can boast growth at more 
than twice the rate of the 
economy as a whole? 

Unfortunately, there were 
reminders that the trend is 
not as strong as hoped and 
certainly not unstoppable. 
Last yearns figures were dis¬ 
torted by the gains from the 
Channel Tunnel fire in 1996; 
a resumption of rail traffic to 
Paris and Brussels is a 
reminder that BAA will lose 
more of that market in years 
to come. More startling is the 
extent and suddenness of the 
fall in passenger volumes 
from Asia with traffic falling 
by 12 percent In the financial 
meltdown. 


BAA would point out that 
Asia represents only 2 per 
cent of its total passenger 
movements but that again is 
deceptive as BAA's business 
has more to do with retailing 
than landing charges. Not 
all passengers are big spend¬ 
ers but traditionally, Asians 
have exerted a dispropor¬ 
tionate influence on till re¬ 
ceipts at Heathrow.. 


The trouble is that BAA is 
throwing a great deal of 
money at expanding its duty 
free business. Meanwhile 
the strength of the pound 
makes BAA shops look very 
expensive while retailers in 
Tokyo are selling discounted 
Scotch. After a long fall BAA 
stock looks reasonable value 
but dont expect a strong 
recovery. 



Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sap Oct New Dec Jan 


life insurers 

THE life insurance sector is 
on a roll, driven higher by 
rumours of mergers and 
takeovers. Impressive figures 
from Legal & General pro¬ 
vide further evidence that life 
companies had an exception¬ 
al year in 1997. with sales of 
pensions and endowments 
up sharply. 

But take a closer look at the 
new business statistics from 
the life sector and the picture 
is less rosy. The stellar 
growth came in the first half 
while sales slowed in the 
second half of 1997, and the 
City expects new business to 
fall further during 1998. An 
industry average of about 8 
percent growth is forecast for 
this year, compared with 15 
per cent last year. In 1997 the 
industry was still bouncing 
bade after a lean period in 
which recession and the pen¬ 
sions mis-seUing scandal 
ered held bade sales. While 8 
per cent is respectable, life 
companies are now feeing a 
squeeze from other quarters. 


Wage inflation is putting 
pressure on profit margins 
throughout industry and 
competition is hurting sales 
growth. It is unlikely that the 
UK blue chips in which 
insurers are so heavily in¬ 
vested will show the same 
spectacular growth this year. 
With corporate earnings 
slowing down and share 
ratings inflated by takeover 
excitement, investors should 
steer dear of the life sector 
until the market settles to 
mare realistic levels. 

Cadbuiy- 

Schweppes 

COCA-COLA has dome to 
the rescue of a rival, in the 
form of a new bottling agree¬ 
ment between Coca-Cola En¬ 
terprises and Dr Pepper- 
Seven-Up, owned hy Cad- 
buTy-Schweppes. Given that 
CCE is part-owned hy Coca- 
Cola and Cadbury’s drinks 
were suffering from lack of 
distribution, die deal looks 
odd. Coke had an opportuni¬ 
ty to put more pressure on a 


rival — its Sprite competes 
with Cadbury's Seven-Up. 

But the US is a mature mar¬ 
ket for soft drinks and in such 
cases, big brand companies 
have shown that no one wins 
when the guns start firing. 
For Coca-Cola, the bat¬ 
tleground is the developing 
world and the home front is 
where the cash is earned to in¬ 
vest abroad. Loathed in this 
country. Dr Pepper is very 
successful stateside and an 
important adjunct to the port¬ 
folio of a bottler and distribu¬ 
tor. Cadbury is not in'the dear 
as CCE, ortiy accounts for 10 
per cent of its bottling. A deal 
is being negotiated that couid 
lead to Cadbury taking a frig 
stake in two other bottlers, 
which could be merged into a 
more efficient whole, but the 
price is the key. 

Cadbury is no longer look¬ 
ing cheap at 17 rimes earn¬ 
ings in 1998 but they could go 
higher. In a market with the 
jitters, the food stocks are 
favourites. 

Edited by Carjl Mortish ed 
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ANATOLE KAUSTSICY 


| Why a shake-up of our 
I creaking planning 

Blair should come clean on I system is so appealing 



the reasons for welfare cuts 


Labour must 
want to spend 
. as Britain’s 
social security 
system is on a 
sound footing 


Tl 


|he first point to note 
about the campaign to 
reform the welfare 
state that Tony Blair 
launched with his speech in 
Birmingham last night is that it 
is not necessary- Cutting pen¬ 
sions, disability payments and 
unemployment benefits may be 
desirable, moral, sensible and 
even popular for all the reasons 
discussed below, but the idea 
that welfare cuts are driven by 
the ineluctable forces of demog¬ 
raphy and the iron laws of fin¬ 
ancial necessity is simply false. 
The British Government can go 
on paying die level of pensions 
and other benefits legislated at 
present The cutbacks imposed 
since 1979 on the basic state 
pension, which accounts for 
one third of the E100 billion 
welfare budget were sufficient 
to provide Britain's social sec¬ 
urity system with a reasonably 
sound financial base. Despite 
die ageing at the population. 
Britain's state pension system 
is not threatened with insolven¬ 
cy. This puts Britain in a 
unique position among ad- 
. vanced capitalist countries, as 
illustrated in the charts. 

Why, then, is Mr Blair so 
determined to grasp the nettle 
of welfare reform- Some of the 
trends and abuses lie high¬ 
lights are indeed alarming, but 
it is not at all dear how he.or 
anyone else can put them right 
The explosive growth of dis¬ 
ability payments and the esti¬ 
mates on benefit fraud are 
certainly a problem. But no¬ 
body is in favour of more 
sickness or more fraud. So why 
should Mr Blair succeed in 
reversing these trends when 
the Tories failed? Higher pay¬ 
ments may partly be a conse¬ 
quence of greater compassion 
towards the disabled. They also 
reflect the cutbacks in unem¬ 
ployment benefits and the “sav¬ 
ings” achieved - in health 
spending through the “care in 
the community” programme. 

To persuade the public Mr 
Blair will have to come up with 
better — or at least dearer — 
arguments than he has offered 
so far in favour of welfare re¬ 
form. Another popular argu¬ 
ment that will not wash is that 
welfare reform will put the un¬ 
employed back to work. This 
cannot happen as long as the 
Bank of England believes, per¬ 
haps correctly, that there is a 
fairly low “speed limit" to non¬ 
inflationary economic growth-. 

Training the jobless may 
raise thar speed limit but only 
in the very long term. In the 
meantime — if the maximum 
rate of economic growth per¬ 
mitted by monetary policy and 
therefore the total supply of 
new jobs were kept constant — 
unskilled teenagers will simply 
push unskilled adults out of 



work, especially if a minimum 
wage is introduced to keep up 
pay. The main object of the ex¬ 
erase, therefore; cannot be sim¬ 
ply • to. . increase total 
employment. To create more 
jobs would require either an in¬ 
crease in macroeconomic dem¬ 
and (alter abdicating responsi¬ 
bility for demand management 
immediately, after the election, 
the Government is now actual¬ 
ly calling for a tighter mone¬ 
tary policy from the Bank of 
England), or cuts m wages for 
unskilled workers (which the 
Government is deliberately 
thwarting by the introduction 
of a minimum wage). 

That leaves four potentially 
legitimate objectives for wel¬ 
fare reform; to reduce budget 
deficits; to finance tax cuts 
before the next general election: 
to redirect public money to 
other spending programmes 
such as education and health: 
or to alleviate poverty by direct¬ 
ing more money to the people 
in greatest need. 

The first two objectives need 
little discussion Britain's bud¬ 
get deficits are already the 
lowest in Europe and there 
would be little point in further 
fiscal tightening except perhaps 
in .toe context of an roonomic 
“rebalancing” designed to re¬ 
duce interest rates and devalue 


the pound. Such a maneouvre 
was effectively taken off the 
agenda last May when Gordon 
Brown dedded to make the 
Bank of England independent. 
Tax cuts might seem attractive 
but would probably be politi¬ 
cally damaging (to say nothing 
of morally questionable) if they 
appeared to be financed tty 
cutting the benefits of the poor, 
the old and the sick. 

T he serious objectives 
must therefore be ei¬ 
ther to find more 
money from the 
wlefare budget for other public 
spending programmes or to 
redirect a bigger share of the 
welfare spending to the “genu¬ 
inely" needy. Either or both of 
these could be powerful, and 
potentially popular, justifica¬ 
tions for an amibitious pro¬ 
gramme of welfare reform. 

The poor stiff live in abysmal 
conditions in Britain. The fail¬ 
ure to provide up to one third of 
Britain's households, including 
millions of children and pen¬ 
sioners. in particular, with the 
means to enjoy a decent stan¬ 
dard- of living fa arguably 
immoral and probably condu¬ 
cive to criminality and social 
decay. To provide an adequate 
income to the four million 
children and one million pen¬ 


sioners who now live in poverty 
would demand a big increase 
in benefits to the poorest people 
in society, whether or not they 
were at work. Mr Blair claims 
to be offering exactly this 
through his tax credit for poor 
families at work, as well as the 
campaign to increase the take 
up of existing benefits. 

But for these initiatives to 
make- any serious inroads on 
poverty — given that they are 
unlikely, for the reasons dis¬ 
cussed above, to produce much 
net increase in the level of 
employment — will require 
benefits for the “genuinely 
needy" to be substantially 
raised. To raise the living 
standards of Britain’s poor to 
anywhere near the level taken 
for granted in France. Holland 
and Italy, to say nothing of 
Germany and Sweden, would 
cost a huge amount of money. 
Benefits as generous as those in 
continental Europe would also, 
other things being equal, re¬ 
duce the incentives for Britain's 
poor to accept law-paying jobs. 

Thus, if rhe Government 
were seriously intending to 
offer more generous benefits to 
people in "genuine" need, the 
rationale for both sides of Mr 
Blair’s Welfare to Work policy 
would become apparent On 
one hand, the money needed to 


support decent benefits for the 
millions who remain “genuine¬ 
ly" poor would have to come 
from somewhere: an obvious 
source would be cutbacks in 
transfers to the middle class. 
On the other hand, if benefits 10 
the "deserving poor" were in¬ 
creased substantially, there 
would have to be even stricter 
controls and greater compul¬ 
sion to stop ihe work-shy abus¬ 
ing the generosity of the" State. 

The attractions of redirecting 
some of the £100 billion now 
spent on social security trans¬ 
fers to other government pro¬ 
grammes are equally dear.The 
National Health Service is 
woefully underfunded. This is 
evident not only from the 
growth of waiting lists, the 
arguments about rationing life¬ 
saving treatments, and the 
hospital closures sweeping the 
country, but also — and above 
all — by international compari¬ 
sons that show Britain spend¬ 
ing far less on health than any 
other country at a comparable 
level of economic development. 

It is absurd that a sodety that 
is getting steadily wealthier 
should deny itself the better 
health that ought 10 be a direct 
reward of higher productivity. 
A similar argument applies io 
education. Although interna¬ 
tional comparisons send a 
more ambiguous message 
about education than about 
health (Germany spends less 
public money as a share of 
GDP on education titan Brit¬ 
ain). a casual knowledge of the 
state of Britain’s schools and of 
teachers' morale suggests that 
a large injection of spending, as 
well as a return ro more tradi¬ 
tional teaching methods, is re¬ 
quired. The case for spending 
more on higher education fa. if 
anything, even dearer. 

T here are all kinds of 
other government pro¬ 
grammes. induding 
culture, sdentific re¬ 
search. public transport and 
environmental investment, 
that provide genuine public 
goods. Spending on these has 
fallen over the years in Britain 
and fa now at low levels by int¬ 
ernational standards. Yet, like 
health and education, such 
public goods, ranging from op¬ 
eras and museums to uncon¬ 
gested roads and clean beadl¬ 
es, are exactly the kind of thing 
people want to enjoy in greater 
abundance as their country be¬ 
comes wealthier and as their 
basic physical needs are met. 
Unlike these genuine public 
is. pensions are something 
most people can provide 
for themselves. The need for a 
retirement pension is not an 
unpredictable calamity like a 
cancer diagnosis or, for that 
matter, a period of unemploy¬ 
ment Neither fa h something 
that the State can provide more 
effidentiy than the competitive 
market such as a policeman, a 
university or a road. 

Mr Blair ought to be able to 
win public support, induding 
middle class support, for re¬ 
forming welfare and reducing 
the welfare budget. But he can 
only do this if he says exactly 
what he plans to do with the 
money—and explains why this 
new set of priorities for public 
spending is justified. 


Book bash 


SOME disturbing news an the 
mooted Diffons-Waterstone’s 
merger — EMI, owner of the 
former, fa in talks with WH 
Smith, which owns the latter, 
about buying it, and it seems 
. V those talks are going well. 

Except that I had not appreci¬ 
ated the burning enmity be¬ 
tween the staff of the two 
chains. At a smart publishing 
■ party last week — I am not 
allowed to say which one, but 
the book trade knows — 
employees from both chains 
were well represented. 

The champagne flowed, 
s Manager of Dillons branch 
says something to manager of 
Waterstone’s — “We stock 


more Margaret Drabbles 
than you do", something hurt¬ 
ful like that The Waterstone's 
man replies. The exchange 
becomes more heated. Then 
one hits the other. Before you 
can say Arundhati Roy, both 
sides have pitched in. “It 
looked Eke someting out of a 
Wild West saloon," my infor¬ 
mant tells me. 



ngnF§ 


□ LETS hear it, please, for 
Andre Lee, 34, who features in 
the January edition of 
Euromoney, as one of the “top 
50 under 4Cr, one of those lists 
of the disgustingly young and 
successful- He took up his 
present post in 1994, after five 
years with Lehman Brothers. 
'“We have pretty much poured 
every ounce of energy we have 
into it," he says of his new 
career. “For the last three 
years this has really been our 
lives." Lee is managing direc¬ 
tor affixed income operations 
in Hong Kong at Peregrine In- 
vestments. Which collapsed 
last week. 



Hopeless case Overpowered 


“IPs not what you think, dear. 
ITn a worried shareholder*' 


Scotch missed 

EMBARRASSMENT at the 
Scottish Tourist Board, which 
fa rimning a series of promo¬ 
tional advertisements. The 
Board was in trouble last year 


over a rather sleaiy campaign 
that implied Scotland was the 
best place for illicit weekends. 
The latest round plays safe, 
and emphasises the country's 
natural beauty. Or so they 
thought, until someone point¬ 
ed our that a map thai ap¬ 
peared recently in the English 
Sunday papers had the Gram¬ 
pian area in Argyll, located the 
Orkneys in the Western isles, 
and even transposed the posit¬ 
ions of Glasgow and Edin¬ 
burgh. (In real life Glasgow is 
on the west coast, Edinburgh 
in the east). Worst the accom¬ 
panying headline said: “Ask 
us for more information on 
Scotland and we go to pieces.” 

They could not even blame 
some ignorant Sassenach 
agency. The account was han¬ 
dled by one of Scotland's fin¬ 
est, Faulds Advertising. 


A CHILLING vignette from 
Canaiy Wharf Tower, the lift 
containing Kelvin Mackenzie, 
the former editor of 7 Tie Sun 
brought in as Mirror Group 
managin g director, happens 
to stop on the floor on which 
huddle the five remaining staff 
at The Independent. (David 
Montgomery. Mirror chief ex¬ 
ecutive, is outraged at this 
profligate waste of resources, 
and fa demanding more cost 
cuts). Kelvin invented rhe 
News Bunny, he has little time 
for The Independent , and bor¬ 
ing stories about Bosnia, or so¬ 
cial workers, or. global 
wanning. So why did he stick 
his head out of the lift and 
shout “Abandon Hope, All Ye 
Who Enter Here"? 


JtfRGEN GEHRELS. depart¬ 
ing chief executive of Siemens' 
UK arm. was once named 
“Britain's favourite German". 
(It refers to his role in creating 
jobs on Tyneside, rather than 
his uncanny resemblance, as 
you see, to Alan Whicker). But 
his Anglophilia was not always 
reciprocated, it seems. He re¬ 
calls how a decade ago Lord 
Marshall, the combative for¬ 
mer head of the CEGB and the 
Atomic Energy Authority, said 
Siemens would get power plant 
orders in the UK “over my 
dead body". Gehrels observes: 
“In the meantime, he has sadly 
died — and we have six." 

Martin Waller 


UPOOR Robert Peel, forced 
out recently as chief executive 
of Thistle Hotels merely 
because of a disappointing 
string of results, and with just 
half a million between him 
and penury. But I am glad to 
see Thistle is grasping the. er, 
nettle and making some vital 
changes in his absence. Espe¬ 
cially at the Tower Thistle Ho¬ 
tel, a hideous concrete tourist 
trap dose to London's Tower 
Bridge, where some veiy ex- 
pensive-looking new signs 
have arrived and transformed 
the hotel entirely. Into “The 
Tower, a Thistle Hotel". 



T he country needs a 
strong and effective sys¬ 
tem for dealing with 
new development schemes. 
But the system does nor work 
as it fa supposed to. It is broke 
— and it needs fixing. 

Planning applications far 
new development are tested 
against the local council's dev- 
elopment plan. That is where 
you start when deciding if it 
should be allowed to go ahead. 
The problem is that councils 
take so long to produce the 
development plan that they 
are often out of dale by the 
rime they are finished. Plans 
can take over five years from 
start zo finish. This is simply 
unacceptable. The cost to the 
public purse and to business is 
enormous. It fa a major deter- 
reni to any son of large scale 
investment. 

The UK could be a mare 
attractive place in which to 
invest, if the long delays 
caused by the planning system 
were cut oul Not only is the 
process protracted, but it is 
also unduly complex. It is not 
surprising that most people do 
not understand it. 

For example, there can be 
six or more separate stages 
where the public are invited to 
comment on the policies in (he 
council's plan. At each stage 
the words of the policies 
change — and the effect of the 
change can be significant. The 
number of stages should be 
reduced. A radically stream¬ 
lined process is needed. 

The "development plan" as 
it is officially known, is usually 
actually two or more separate 
plans. In most of rhe UK 
separate plans, covering the 
same area, are written by 
different councils. The county 
council writes the structure 
plan, which has policies for the 
whole of die county for tile 
next 20 years. The district 
council writes a plan for its 
smaller district within the 
county. It is supposed to be 
more detailed than the struc¬ 
ture plan. It is also supposed to 
generally conform with the 
structure plan. 

The problem is that, in 


As the biggest 
reform of 
regulations 
for 50 years is 
launched, 
Rory Joyce 
makes a plea 
for bold action 


reality, the various plans have 
been written at different times 
sn one is more up ro date than 
the other. Sometimes they 
duplicate each other, and 
sometimes they conflict with 
each other. Either w’ay. the 
potential investor is deterred 
and the members of the public 
who are concerned about the 
(own where they live are left 
confused. 

Most planning departments 
report that (he number of local 
residents who give a view on 
the plans being prepared for 
(heir area is tiny. It is nor 
surprising. And it is no won¬ 
der the residents get angry two 
years later when they want to 
abject to what they see as 
massive new development, 
and they are told that the 
scheme is “in accordance with 
the development plan" and 
lhat if they had a problem they 
should have said so at one of 
die many stages when the plan 
was being written. 

The system must be clearer 
and faster if the people affected 
by planning are to be satisfied 
that they have had their fair 
say. 

The Government is not 
going to be able to deliver its 
target of another 4.4 million 
houses over the next 20 years 
or so without a radical shake- 
up of the creaking planning 
system. We will not be able to 
achieve the much-needed im¬ 
provements to the country's 
transport system. 


Sri what do we do about it? 

First, we should reduce the 
number of stages in rhe plan¬ 
ning process. They do not lead 
id more public participation — 
they are so long-winded and 
confusing that they actually 
lead to less public 
participation. 

With a less complex process, 
the public would know- what 
was going on and would be 
encouraged to make positive 
suggestions for their area's 
future. Getting involved 
wuuid not be so painful. We 
would not be faced with a 
situation where people have to 
wait Jive years to see the final 
•plan. 

Each stage must have a time 
limit. Contrary to received 
wisdom, it is nor the public 
inquiry’ stage that slows things 
down. Ir is all the other stages 
before and after the inquiry. 

Secondly, there is no need 
for two sets of plans. We do not 
need lu have both structure 
plans and local plans, pre¬ 
pared by different councils. 

If iheGovemment is really 
going to give teeth to the 
Regional Development Agen¬ 
cies then the RDAs can deal 
with issues of geographically 
wider importance and the 
structure plan can be done 
away with- 

I n this countiy. with com¬ 
peting demands on our 
land, we need a strong and 
effective planning system that 
actually works. 

For years we have been 
tinkering witli the system. It 
is time to be bold. Let us hope 
the new Government is pre¬ 
pared to take a knife to the 
excessive delay and cost of the 
present system. 

The author is senior planning 
partner with the property con¬ 
sultant Drivers Jonas. He is 
immediate past president of 
the Planning and Develop¬ 
ment division of the Royal 
Institute of Chartered Survey¬ 
ors and was a spedalist advis¬ 
er to the House of Commons 
Environment Select 
Committee. 


BUSINESS LETTER 


OFT informal guidance offers a useful middle way 


From Mr Mark Jones 
Sir, Your criticism in today’s 
City Commentary of the sys¬ 
tem under which the Office of 
Fair Trading gives informal 
guidance on whether mergers 
and acquisitions are likely to 
be cleared overlooks an impor¬ 
tant point. 

The reason lhat guidance is 
non-binding is because it is 
given on a confidential basis — 
ie. without public consultation 
of interested third parties and 
on condition that the would-be 
acquirer requesting it does not 
disclose the guidance to others 


(a condition not always ob¬ 
served). The OFT reserves the 
right not to follow its guidance 
because at thar stage competi¬ 
tors and consumers have not 
been given due opportunity to 
raise objections. 

The option of asking for a 
binding decision immediately 
is always there for the would- 
be acquirer, provided it is 
prepared to countenance the 
deal being made public to take % 
account of third-party 
comment. 

In most cases positive guid¬ 
ance is not overturned by the 


formal decision that follows. 
The OFT can of course give 
negative guidance, and, in 
cases where it considers guid¬ 
ance prior to public consult¬ 
ation difficult ir will refrain 
from giving any. The system is 
thus a use'ful middle way for 
companies wanting a steer 
from the OFT while keeping a 
deal confidential. 

Yours faithfully, 

MARK JONES. 

Norton Rose, 

Kempson House, 

Camomile Street, 

EC3. 


Jurgen Gehrels was voted 
Britain's favourite German 
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12150 I29KU 
131 TO 132 X 


14X00 15210 

11320 141 ii 

K4J11 15330 

1(80 1*650 


1 Si JO 1803) ft 


054 
IX 
)S> 
a 90 
too 


120 . 
008 J93 
003 002 
005 BE 
in 03? 
005 42? 
010 <23 
Ota 

001 4.X 
611 
(UK 

015 Tta 

oa it? 
oa 14 ? 

IX 127 
I GO 13? 
021 528 
0X 529 
150 
1 Ed 

Ota 253 
Ota 253 

IX 056 
220 016 
0« 258 
080 2M 
HO 3 55 
IBP 355 


GA UWT TRUST I46RS LTD 
0345 581 |Q&7 
GANG* 

(Mi 

heoais PnaRo 
GAEtovGm 
GAEnpanOm 
UiapmOn 
UIBtotr 
GAW68) 


370 00 389 50 

49.1 5019 

8552 900? 

278-10 29620 


16780 

7171 


177 80 
78 29 


mo so in so 

13620 144.80 


67 GLOBAL RBU7 UOIT LTD 
to QB00 H E74 Detaq 0171826 V31 
tandem &nkCftc 2*’80 MS >0 


BMDonto 
Eso L) A M te 

dp- ton 
HKpineH# 

-do- Inn« 
knanckK 
do-Acen 
HUM 
mheoris 
taanOnttai 
OdMto 
UP liewdta: 
UPGevHto 
UR Sm Cos Dm to 
unappcSiB 
US bra* 


8650 K000 
60S 6*24 

7060 7199 

55.01 «12 

6550 6921 

28)00 246 BP 

27160 29050 

*12 00 437a 

■an 12710; 
36300 *06 X 

12050 1380 

2X20 245 <0 
41250 4*5 CO 
718* 7U* 

(2320 111 80 

237 H SI 10 


0 90 1 79 
581 
005 225 
020 t» 
Q4D 0 07 
023 . 

1 30 004 

ox 


ft ?30 013 

- 280 05? 
-013 33 

- 015 129 

- 017 891 

- 021 631 

* (50 161 
*■ I 70 141 

- DU O 

- OX 200 

- OX 

- 360 023 

- 070 1 61 

- 140 161 

* 016 151 
ft 020 1 IS 
ft IW 


GARTMORE HOC MANAGERS 
am 78Z2000Ota tor 01Z773G64ZT 
IBCteiaham 


BnUSiQlhtt 
PraeHkivte# 
-da-Aeon# 

iBkitat 
UPSuDlia Cue 
income Fads 
EmYfcW 

IB. Grata! 5 Me 

f3mtu 0m] 

MaraDang Fins 
Enpitoi 
Ortoi u#i«ie(l 
GaklS WRes 
CUtaUMe 
(toieae Fimoc 


76.40 B141 
1DL46 14809 
34*42 366JG 
22251 2210 


26« 

4356 


?7 44 
*645 


19911 21228 

2786 2690; 

«» 4341 

15519 16424 

7406 TVS 
1023 202 T2t 

2«34 20060 

Lmpsrn 16241 177 93 

EueSdOwB 2723! 209 S 

•na EratoB 2Ql 72 21504f 

HtagKBa 10604 115 X 

MW 13895 14725 

PJdfcGratai 138 73 148 60 

6m«w Pwuom Swreio Rmdi 
CjshTlliS 15523 15521? 

S791 28791f 

31032 310121 

25865 3865? 

36994 369 94 

?9488 19*887 

41141 41191 

87 56 87 56 

437.61 43761 

21165 21365 

X?X 507J7 
4MB* MW 
11657 I165T[ 

11847 110 47 

DSS 89S 
181» 10105 

urn 23777 

258 BS 258 18 
Gitam Besaal Peracr FtaOi 
AtaMdEg?! 1161? M48T 


a 


ftaB&U 

UKElpto 

UXEitaiamgCoi 

Amoaaii 

tow 

Emman 

knvunma 

Ftedltow 

tamEmmto 

gate 

EmBtootoA 
MBtoJW 
-do-Pac fc Bra 
dv Com Inin 
tndja 3rd USA 


IA«d Terns 
Lora Tarn BB 
IKEqtav 
IB ETBTlhg C« 


(24 0T ?3! 73 
138 86 147 72 

1720 18370 

92 ?0 979? 

191 53 an 75 
41W 44 3 
1E41 ?94 OS 
10257 11443 


EuraotBi 

FhedWma 

UPtatoU 

TM ptaJ 

EntaUtaTiata 

8«vini 


GLOBAL ASSET MAKAGEMHT 
GAD 9Mhg Maogenara 0171493 5990 


- 018 

- 0M 

- 021 
- 006 
ft 1W 

- OM 

ft 010 

ft an 

- aio 

- 074 

- ais 

ft 009 

- 054 

ft ors 

- 107 

- 206 
ft 10? 

“ 562 

- OX 

- 2l9 

• 00? 

- 417 

- 090 

- OM 

- 10* 
ft C26 

* aa 

- ax 

- as 

* 043 
ft 335 
ft 228 

- 13 

- 076 

- 026 

- 455 

* 062 

- 059 

- 209 

- 00? 

- 19? 

- 05? 

- 012 
>. Oil 

- o;7 

- 12Z 
* 019 

ft 021 

ft oca 


S0(6U>teA 
do-ton; 
Emtaem uic; 
Amitorte 
n >tma tac; 
FiUata; 
-ap-4cecra; 
Itfbtatei 


7SGS7 
£51S7 
23099 
19? it 
527 43 
22479 
33SEI 
»:» 


GUAROLAH UT HOB LTD 
0171SM 9663 
e-.itaed! 


Gil 1 iced 
Cradl'EcWi 
teeme '"id 


TOTH 
145 a 
50170 
THX 
3W« 
*5 
444H 
3C8J) 
T)X 


GUtOESS FUGHT UTUHB 
0171 522 gig 
E taKe xi Bend 


lean?':: 

ran-mean 

FWBc 


755 H- 
144’3 
53600 

iss ±r 

2M 93 


43J 

499 

■CS OS 
! B 

is: ;a 
5 re cji 
"e cm 


45 c 

4i4 

5 x :h 
• x lit 
OK 
?« 


out raw 

T>-:5e«PTo 
CUWjjPti 
EcjcpCT. PTic 

ApnsiitiPS] 
'BEcteP* 
<a- Asttai 
IB.CB3 
4> leas 
JdKIttK 
iBEmnta 
hSLWirCp 
GlotPni !a 


*a 

xx 

ri586 
!HZ) 
■58 S9 
IS 

'rsra 

•T121 

HE*) 

■492! 
ne i'i 
733 « 
1A3CS 


:Ci4 

ns* 
is?? 
!*u:t 
■5? 63 
56 n 
i«27 
362* 
54" CO 
56C ? 

£t £ 

neat 

TMK 


OBAfrtninc 

raiito# 

(nnraeSiGrdxm# 

(HBUte# 

^aeew Lccnl 

dnidk 

(URstaif); 

PoOflUa 
Soto 5* 

IB EmtteQc 
ICtotoUn 


?#E 2380? 

(to ig 146JK 
SXI 21692 
324 96 34027 

1CH i«ft 
6157 65821 

5545 ‘ea 
9M3 101.71 

.’4714 25679 

135 69 1<229 

16729 196.1? 


- 04 372 
ft 015 395 
ft QIC 293 

- IJ4 031 

- OS 

- Ott 

ft 01! 143 

- 015 22/ 

- 038 OS 

- on 11 ? 

ft U4 ... 


IfSBC UWT TRUST MGHT LTD 
AcnwiOKM 181 BSOtWtsm 08002895115 
(ton Funs-UK 

tr art* 79SJB 650507 -2i C 508 

17 Gcv= Si 70 30610 ♦ XIC 11? 

raranr* 1463 IiG-301 t 0.10 526 

tow Furte-WEntoM 

AmencsiCtai 79150 63650 + 3 70 

19940 211301 - IS 
201 IQ 21370 - OB .. 
1664 
J1J2 
387 


EutasnEtai 
JsaGHO 
■taeSoACec 
Aun 

Se^iUtaiLtaB 

hmj Kcng htt 
GbMBcW 

ItanFBK-UC 
U tea 
True Kb 
WFKJT 5£RMD 
ted Fere-uantateta 

tartamlan 093 00 39500 - 140 047 

EutaxMOD 1*660 24780 - 180 073 

tomnta <022 tail - ok os 

'cebb 7921 810$ -110 19D 

WE5C0 FUND UAHAGBTS LTD 
DirtCSHKMv 0800(710733 
lm Spauto Tux 


1797 - 008 

ant - 12 s oit 

3295 - 071 
124.10 13230 - 73) Iff 
S95 207) - 004 40 

20600 3tt5flt . 2ffl 
14060 14420 - 010 22? 
8162 HOST - 008 ITS 


IK State Co; 

Cerate Funds 
L LmJ ced On 

Wane: 

OOHlCMdFid 

Ukbnra 
(tan tear* (me 
iBECimt# 

Ijd tried la 9 
(Bte&Gan 
UCirame • 

( torn Satai Fnfc 
Teeikui GmOl 
AtorSmA Cac 
da-ton 
Enos Oh 
-Co- ton 
En a teteC w 

FicTiPl! Gntaii 
do- Jan 
HkeraSCta 
kabwei 
-do-Jecan 

3mm an 

taan LVntao Cos 
GtoT tmfl Ufa 
da- ton 
TEAM 16660 

Cneotm teons Funds 
IM Bend# 00 


51.01 532/ - 0 08 1 77 


9466 MM 
98* 1(0.10 

(K 80 1 40® 
6529 8908 

10910 113X 

as ja«t 

5824 G2J9 
461X 48180 

74 66 72J? 

185X 19120 

107 X «520 
29730 31060 

XfflX 32120 
5710 54-M 


2140 

7X84 

7514 

1116 

1918 

1127 

8214 

62-73 


- 021 115 

- mo 1.15 

- 010 Ml 

- 02* 151 

. 40 

- 0« (JO 

- 0W 255 

- IX 357 

ft OX . 
ft ICO 
ft ID 

- I« 

- 180 
♦ 010 

- OS) 056 

- du as 

- 49? IX 

- 021 047 

- on 047 

- 006 

- gj£ . 

- on 

- 14/ OIK 

- T48 0M 

- 7 80 OM 


5216 - 006 5(8 


02731 
7663 
7818 
1939 
1899 
1907 
85 79 
86-39 


JOWISON FRY LOOT TRUST UGRS LTD 
Em 01277 227300 Deafng 01277 890448 
Aurorae # VXD 14110 -0*0 2M 

16Greed! I39JD 14740 - 040 IQ 

fin Gmail 11520 122101 - 020 1 03 

SXerbtai 24450 25820 ft IU8 028 

mj«4n 564? 5988 - 024 

JUPITER UT UGRS LTD 
0171 581 3033 
'tomtom 


». Grotai 
M (total 
IIrfan 

airsBBi 
Fji {jam 
UkGoeetaas 
rdtfteT* 
Ktnhasu # 
RcmoiKtoc 


17106 
27215 
10145 
94.12 
11171 
250-57 
20 14 
6861 
5157 
an 

S*«7 


18190? 
ass?? 
107 w 
10013 
13175 
2S6561 
2X661 
73.19 
6248T 
MJ4 
56721 


188 

213 

144 

an 

049 

036 

0.43 

486 


Fa nsraem Esnan m Ekwkm RCU 


LAUrSICE KSN UWT TRUST MQUT 
0171 556 8000 


Bridge team 

Estbmdi 

teAGrmm 

SaMCas 

EratoSib: 

Evn^acato 

PaailmSflMik 


38394 <0845 ft 048 476 

1123: 11941 . . 057 

856? 8(08? - 020 341 

10801 11650 ft 0 43 1 40 

6589 7010 - 01* 16* 

7419 -OI6 164 
SIX ft 036 209 


6L74 
57 71 


LAZARO HOT TST UGRS LTD - 
01277890432 

u«cm 549 X scjb - i« 149 

O terra » 598CO 63510 - rSO IV 

lie:team # 4(610 4413 - IX 427 


BknCba 

da-Aten 
urea Car. 
do-ton 

-ds* Amm 

DBArt 

■ da-Atcta? 

de-tonc 

Capnktkon 

Omari # 

dakniF 
Eton team 
-dv Atm 

Eanra 

<9- ton 

EnOmriad* 

dP-Aensp# 

EanSnBCa 

-do-Aon 

EWatam 

-dD-tacon 

FmfdtoTM 

de-Ann 

08 krone 

do- total 

Gekl 

do-Amro 

WHna 

do-Aeon 
Ml Gretas 
-do ton 

t tamo ill be 


tom 
do-AcnHt 
AmSOBCrS 
da-Amro 
MiageriGWh 
Hmaged teorae 
taoraaEx 
Recawr 
-da-Aeon 
State Cm 

do-Aeon 

3a Ed to 
da-AffiHi 

[OEM 
da-Ann 
ucEaw 
do-Acnn 
IK Emm 
da-Ann 


8710 87 Wf ft 007 UD 

2021 mat ft 020 30 
6 /TO 71M * 010 754 
244.10 SOX ft 040 244 
USX 1187CO - 131) 239 
ryiXh 145330 - UO ?« 
ms 98900 - M) 403 
50670 546080 - 700 493 
371.30 339(0 ft-300 IAS 

4(590 KR« ft t» 1.45 
J9W 3337 6 006 62D 

US 56® 4X 

sox zesa .. ao 
sr.B 49939 * aia am 

9100 B3X ft 070 *86 
77110 870701 - (20 0*7 

ini (O IOBJOt - 9J0 047 
mao iffioa - a® in 
131 (0 IX EtI - 080 3J1 

50 61 so + om as 
a.® st.n ... os 

5/570 60990 - Q® i£f 
203170 21»(0 -100 467 
777 SO B2.3B - 170 141 
1525.10 .1512.™ - 340 1.31 

6988 6881 * OX 560 

22537 + 0C6 560 
3SM 37 J0F ♦ Q2Q 107 

4370 4S10t ft 030 107 

snr * cun 13a 

4310T - 610 419 

I9U01 - 030 4.19 

99® - 6® 080 

15/X 161*0 - am 089 

12740 t3UD -OM 402 

nan 22200 - a® 402 

21 >0 SB ... 02? 

&20 2450 022 

mx fasti air 

(MO 81 .« - 010 o.ir 

2590 3D9 - 010 19 

3490 36601 . . 411 

19710 1350 TO ft 225 128 

SSffl 59001 - 0,33 2m 

993 - can 2-58 

(160 75 (D * QX 252 

is 2 x moo + on 2 a 

217® 229SB - 620 271 

29420 311 JU -650 2.71 
52X MX • 010 454 

337 X 251,3) + 050 454 

mx mot ft aio iss 
2<1X 2S4.®i' ft ax 185 
1326® I405X - «50 IX 

150160 1S9Q00 - (LX IX 


SO 

40X 

104,20 

XX 


1308 UWT MANAGERS LID 
team: 01*77281 OW&te 01003 204631 
LnperoOndi 1XE3 1X96 - on 041 

HIM G2X 

MEro* Greta! 9X00 

NAaer Greta IffllZ 

spetaseaiiMi uo 

UP Grata 


I* Enter he 

Do. Aetna 

Waotakc 

da-Amu 

IK tad lid) Inc 

-do-Aaw 

USEqWIitK 

JXxTvto 

Aiun Iran 

MqdPMute 

tbtmmtn 

Deperitac 

ten 

Bara 

Mgh team 

toaoEmSi 


ZTTlffl 28730 U5 

3B39D 40560. - 0ID 356 


insa - o® an 

17850 - 060 179 
2SU0 - OW 251 
DUD - 010 251 
39/X » 110 009 
460} - 1M .. 
12250 - 1® 054 

_ 2Z7Sf - OX 155 

233JD 254001 - 0® IX 

10009 100097 ft 101 685 

2S5X 27380 ft OX 

246 SJ ♦ OX 127 
£>01t + 001 TOM 
7312 - 022 


in a 
inn 
wx 

3660 

37600 

an 

insa 

21IX 


22/10 

369 

6887 


MffiHAT JOHRSWC UT MGMT 
0385000933 


Aaan be 
torn Rem* 

-ito-te 

AtariroiGrarih 
EipWtegn * 


12180 12(70 
USX 111 20 


ITI-SO 

8047 

7667 

12850 


iOk 

H/MfcLft 


UK Grata 
UM 

tom (total 


2 » 

. 210 

1l?m +o BOB 

sratt 4. an on 

79J4 - BJM .. 

_ 131801 - aio 1/1 

9929 iflUB . 

973/ 101.® ft 03 154 

six ft ait ait 
3755 - 001 4.61 
IX® J S 

0301 - 175 248 
7606 ft an 


8426 

£12 

IS® 

623 

76/3 


PfU MUTUAL LNT MGR3 LTD 

Erattt 0127/ 22/ MDstaf 01277 2S10W 

AmEate). (8(04 201 1H * 074 IX 

IHMIESIMBfrilGRS 
01716234X0 
AnenatDU 

F# Era* OH 
GUM Cat Dd 
(but Dm 
-d»-A»n 
(AIM 
ftthAcoOi 
WEWteDW 
1M8C09 
MriritacDH 


FtKtaf# ' rw» - cw 

SmstoOe S06C 333'Cr - J® 

kataSBIte««ta 



15170 162801 ft OX 001 

10610 M - OM 010 

11170 11B8D - ZX 005 

HEX 10/AM 027 

10783 113571 -010 018 
140130 14/7 (B - BX 0.18 

52050 557*0 - 9a 148 

1102.00 iisxoa - 111 iffl 

1113 11680 - 018 3 

11950 12680 -OX 053 

9039 US46 - 024 IX 


8541 ft 004 3D 

9578 - DM 053 

18888 ft KM 058 

3/11 - 002 1 9? 

571V 60/84 « ok me 

80587 £709 ft ait 13* 


MW JOOfT MVE5TORS LID 
01620 825867 

OWroafd# 14S/X 14767D 2X 

bon# nisn uatot .. *30 

IIA1D0HIBOI TRUST BBC LTD 

01X222 424? 

UafenGeiEari IX® iBfiflf 3B3 

MAKK mBTIWT MGWT LTD 

07716767070 

GanUFato 9/04 10150 ft OX 


HARKS A vewai UHT TRUST LID 
IM0X343Z 


d|/i Inane * 
toewariPio 
dp-Aeon 
UPStadPIo 
-da-Aoean 
IK 100 Cm 
dp-tom 


KKX 1WX -DID 025 
20720 JUGOf . IK 
S30S 2608M 211 

197 JD 201®? + OX 193 

244C0 252207 ft OX 193 

IS2« 152« ft a® 1.97 

T5S50 1S8X - 050 107 


UARLBOROUM R00J MGRS LTD 
01204 3U 842 

UragtfT* 8211 87X 

ItMTTK CURRC LOOT TRUST? LTD 
013T 479 4048 


9B44 

ISX 


HKSOt - 0® 427 

ixlx a» 


10110 107X - a® 193 


Fa Em 
J mn 


inn 

12610 

tax 

7453 


1IGX ft 060 CU5 

ixlx - in 

5184 - 010 

ra/i - no on 


IA On® 
ia am co 
tab Pate; 
arii qw PS* 


136(0 145.10 - (LX 054 


iax 

XT] 

2446 

/Iff 


1EX - (LX 1(9 
7020 4- (310 1® 
2618 - 050 a® 
75.44 - Q« 004 


HAtWEST UHTT TRUST IfANAGBTS LTD 
Dte 00700010147 AM Era; 0870 GO 8188 

S eta 9/06 1028S - 061 OX 

dFtabta (EX 

Haft Arana te SIX 

IK Eater Qti be 8792 

-dp-ltam 97C2 

tAGsmtabc 8? 61 

-dP-Aceran 92.61 

(*G«M»W»K «99 

(Kknutela: 81 SB 

IKSiteCmta 137« 


BOSt - 014 101 
B573 ft 020 
9279 ft OJ3 IX 
10282 ft 034 133 
WU ft OK 14S 
VJt ft 014 I® 
S3UI > DU 578 
8610 * 003 210 
145.11 ft (IS 107 


NEHTONFUn UGRS LTD 

■ 8000 BM 330 Otana B5D0 440 000 


-dp- Accra 
Bead 

Ctaiaarai 
da-Aeon 


FsuaMba 
Gated tac 
Gated fcc 
batata 
Greta An 
M ataratae 

-tto- Atom 

MKltabBoM* 


sa 


6£dW 

pm 

(XX 

XX 

(IV 

92.75 

ia« 

7719 

13209 

26461 


17685 
4136 
MM 
100 .® 
J® 41 
1MM 
44JS9 
2271 


$022 ft 022 .. 

$076 ft (U2 . 
145007 - OM 4X 

M58| ft Off 665 
7132t ft 001 6GS 
XV - 009 089 
137651 ft 0® IX 
Silt - 071 
1405? ft 11* 1.18 
31X7 ft 209 IX 
27107 mill ft 213 IX 

mi? 179-31 ft 012 IX 

108.13 ft 011 105 
48TB ft 0S3 3-89 
5834 -ft Q78 389 
W47Tf - 003 705 
37003} ft au 246 
18212 ft 014 IV 
47 65 - 022 . 
241} ft GDI 
98.7? 10502 -2J7 Bffi 

1Q2J4 10807 - 246 OH 


NORTUBW R8CK UWT TRUST LTD 

atoms SB 

rateoKf sna eorat -012 ox 

UK Grata IV® 145 Wt . . 2.48 


NORMOnHOK TST IMMfiERS 
61603682214 
UrtaTnel 

utErote 

Ut Eqte ^hnrim# 



15585 16184 ft 010 IX 

2DB« TDD® ft 0)9 041 
18702 196X -OX 47S 

16888 177jSt ft 101 IX 


1/881 1KU - D7B 1.16 

211« 22109 + i» 232 

me IBs ft 067 OB 

29811 3138B ft 085 112 

11499 331V -OM OBI 

207 05 71(95 - 092 OX 

30808 32430 ft 242 OX 

33198 £1J6t » 294 

6318 B6S1| -♦ 038 Q* 

!4617 HBOSf - 016 722 


15019 

KH96 

12653 

11*27 

Xlt 


1X10 - 169 11/ 
115/51 ft 024 583 
13119 ft 019 4J3 
120551 ft OX . 578 

most ft an sx 


rhe Samaritans 
0545 90 90 90 


DU) MUTUAL RM) MGRS LTD 
subs resaw 

EureOtata 
-dP-Aceran 


S R tac 
tautuukc 
Rottadebc 
Hug Rorabc 
(tea Eaten inc 
IMP Bead tac 
Erasing Asa tac 
da- Ararat 
WMrarMHta 
OteMta 

nro 2 Matftac 

HlbgriPB’ta 

IdaMDteta 

iKAUBHnta 

ettesUea ruse 

ibrBoteta 

aobriPMM* 

WteGUUM 

Mate6bMG)H 

AW Bd Stabs 

s«sr 

uararobc 
nnwinbc 
ibriuiKStaGb 
IK Grata 
CMMaPmfFdi 

pwwEra 


44233 tram -53) OX 

47000 50150 - SCO 025 

0823 7225 - 010 . 

195.70 20010 ft 0® . 

mre 21510 - ax 0 (/ 

124® 13320 -1(0 IE 

1J/28 - 1/0 .. 

rax - 021 405 

2JB IX 

a® ix 

SOS ft 001 687 
»« - 002 IX 
8582 - Iff 198 
90Ai - ae D/2 
SL/9f - 039 098 
83.44 - 011 107 


11*50 

SOX_ 

laasa want 
lor» loisor 
xh — 

X93 
7872 
0463 
7523 
8115 


XII ft 071 . 
8102 + 095 . 
TIB ft 054 . 
6832 -014 OK 
13400 MIX -OX 004 
5422 aiot . IX 

istra 161 « * aio ex 
7090 

11410J ft 000 
8058? 017 

rax ft on iv 
5/fit ft 033 044 
90(0 ft 071 


9034 

raa 

6826 

640 


7103 

107JS 

7719 

7405 

54X 

MX 


ft^tSBlAWIfira^ 1CJ1KT 101 

14100 14S2Gt ft ax 190 
21/40 230(i - 1A1 .. 
SIX 5204 -014 5J3 
'BIJD TXR -OX 107 
»/« 2G2X *£ 

UKOQ TIQOOt . . IX 
14200 150001 - OX MG 

30790 221X „ 236 

$807 732/ - 003 4.19 

08X 33431 t 009 .. 

77* 0201 -on ■■ 
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Equities enjoy late surge 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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A s usual the arts world was 
lookin'* the wrong way 
when the knife went in. We 
were gripped this week by the 
Spectacle of £SQQ,QOO-a-year busi¬ 
nessmen being handed the keys to 
the Arts Council and Royal Opera 
House. But that was really a 
sideshow, a diversion from some¬ 
thing so sad that my digits tremble 
with distress even as I tap out these 
inadequate words. The fact is that 
this week the Government effect¬ 
ively struck a blow at the heart of 
British culture. And nobody so 
much as murmured a protest. 

We won't feel its effects this 
month, this year, or even in five 
years. Don’t worry. Tony; it wont 
harm your re-election prospects. 
But in a decade or two Briiain will 
be even more dumbed down, even 
more hostile to serious culture, 
than it is today. And it wont be the 
tabloids wot did it. It wont be 
video games or TV soaps. It will be 
the work Df HM Government. 

i refer to David Blunken’s 
announcement that art and music 
— along with sport history and 
geography — no longer haw an 


Culture sent to bottom of the Class 


official place in primary schools. 
The Education Secretary wants to 
focus yet more teaching time on 
“the three Rs". Plus, of course, that 
slavishly worshipped panacea: 
“information technology". 

Art music, drama and sport are 
poorly enough served by state 
education as it is. Some E40 
million has been cut from music 
leaching budgets in the past three 
years. “Inessential’* music and art 
activities are being chopped every¬ 
where. as head teachers go collec¬ 
tively paranoid about their league 
table positions, and instruct staff 
simply to "teach to the test". 

But now it’s official: rhat enor¬ 
mous span of intellectual achieve¬ 
ment known as "the humanities" 
can be disregarded with impunity 
in primary schools. From now on, 
most British children will reach 
the age of 11 without attaining even 
the foggiest understanding of 
music or art After 11. it’s too late. 


The habits are already formed, the 
barriers in place. They will be 
alienated from "elite" culture be¬ 
fore they have begun: condemned 
to a lifetime as passive consumers 
of mass-entertainment tripe. The 
implications for Britain's cultural 
life are disastrous. 

What’s particularly galling is 
the memory of this Government 
ranting on endlessly about “acces¬ 
sibility" in the arts. Work in 
education is, rightly, now the 
priority for arts organisations. Yet 
with one derision Blunkett has 
closed the book on culture for 
millions of children. Such hypocri¬ 
sy beggars belief. Didn’t- Tony 
Blair declare the arts to be “cen¬ 
tral” to his vision of society? Good 
grief, if this is the centre I hate to 
think what the margins are like in 
New Labour Britain. 

But then. New Labour Britain 
isn't a level playing-field. The arts 
won’t be abolished in private 
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schools, nor in nice, middle-class 
quasi-prep schools — the sort to 
which our political masters and 
their claque of media cheerleaders 
send their children. Heavens, no. 
The parents would never allow it 
What tiiis announcement will do 


is-widen stfll further the chasm 
.between the culturally^ndowed 
and the rest- It is educational 
apartheid. Prosperous families can 
always pay to broaden their chil¬ 
dren’s minds with theatre trips, 
instr umental tuition, tennis coach¬ 
ing. Irs the schools coping with the 
underprivileged that desperately 
need to bring the arts to the 
classroom. But th«e are, by 
definition, the very schools strug¬ 
gling to meet spelling and 
arithmetic targets. They will be 
under the most pressure to drop all 
the distracting arty stuff. 

Of course Blunketrs announce¬ 
ment was dosdted in weasel words. 
Yes, there is a “consultation per¬ 
iod”. Yes, teachers have been 
instructed to “have regard" to the 
“minor subjects”. And yes, I recog¬ 
nise Chat literacy and numeracy 
are important matters — though, 
whether children need more Eng¬ 
lish and maths teaching, rather 


than better teaching, is a debatable 
point Ominously, the teaching 
unions have declared themselves 
“delighted" with Blunketrs pfan- 
That news alone should be enough 
to sound an alarm-bell in all 
civilised minds. 

S tudies show that children 
who receive a solid arts 
education progress more 
quickly in mathematics and other 
disciplines. Culture and oeativity 
not only broaden the mind; they 
sharpen it as well Music and sport 
fl] $n teach children the value of 
teamwork, and no computer on 
earth can impart that. Blunkettt 
reductionist proposal, by contrast, 
is a recipe air a nation of anti¬ 
podal nerds, It'S a rehash of the 
Grad grind philosophy that re¬ 
gards' schooling merely as the 
overture to a life of dull industry 
and soulless materialism. 

What can be done? Wefi. today 


the Arts Council announces its 
nk. That is traditionally the 

throughout luwiedonu Ttus 
suggjt that arts people deart 
frSn this whingemg ritual, and 
foS instead (in best Blmnte 
fashion) on the "bigger picture .In 
effect the Government has de- 
dared the arts fo be irrelevant to 

STnurturing of young minds. 
That's cobblers, and arts luminar¬ 
ies s houki have the guts to sa> so. 
ieS gut will they? On Wednesday I 

^telephoned by the chief exeai- 

tive of a leading cultural organis¬ 
ation. She told me pnvately^ 
worried she was by Blunketrs 
plan. “Are you 1 making a publu. 
£andr I asked, reaching for my 
notebook. “No," she replied. We 
don't think that a kneejerk reaction 
would be helpful at tfus sag^ 

A kneejerk reaction: Well, that s 
surely better than a spineless 
crumple. It’S time for diore run¬ 
ning our great arcs institutions to 
make an almighty fuss. If they 
don’t fight for arts education now, 
the next generation wrait even 
know what they are missing. 



Bare bones of a tale 
that needs flesh 


T he set is atmospheric. At 
one end of the traverse 
stage, roughly tom 
sacking hangs from the edges 
of a ziggurat to represent the 
Blue Lias cliffs of Lyme Regis: 
almost 200 years ago 1 l-year- 
old Mary Anning discovered 
the fossil of an ichthyosaurus 
here, and the play will tell 
something of her story. At the 
other end of the traverse, 
above die platform of 
London's Geological Society, 
and readied by balks of wood 
enclosing shingle, soars the 
serpentine curve of the ich¬ 
thyosaur's neck, up and over 
our heads like a staircase of 
round grey stones. 

When Alison Edgar's Mary 
scrambles onto the beach, 
inevitably looking a dozen or 
so years older than 11, and 
chatters to her brother (Julian 
Parkin) in Dorset’s lovely 
country burr. I felt a surge of 
confidence join my interest in 
the subject and sertled myself 
for an evening of instruction 
through drama. 

Unfortunately, this confi¬ 
dence was misplaced. Few 
scenes thereafter match the 
opening for credible tone, or 
even for persuasive content. 
We gather that Maiy’s zeal as 
a fossilist brings fame to 
Lyme, but what we actually 
see is a group of seriously 
freakish geologists, jockeying 
with one another for recogni¬ 
tion, and patronising our 


THEATRE 


Fossil Woman s 

Lyric Studio, W6f ; 

the faintly remembered Wil¬ 
liam Bucidand. a theologian, 
go mad. 

These visitors seem to have 
little to recommend them as 
subjects for drama, but nor, it 
gradually emerges, does 
Mary's own story lend itself 
for dramatic treatment. She 
dug out fossils, found the first 
English plesiosaur, and wfiat 
else exactly? It is unclear how 
long she lived, although the 
description of the tumour that 


presumably killed her as “too 
deep to excavate, impossible to 
remove" fits neatly into a 
production that has shown her 
burrowing away on the cliffs, 
excavating and removing. 

Rightly she condemns the 
Society as a place of dishones¬ 
ty, but the play should have 
alerted us to the great scientific 
issues of her day, when the age 
and formation of the Earth 
was a matter furiously debat¬ 
ed and savagely divisive. The 
play's problem is its collabora¬ 
tive origin, with Edgar, Louise 
Warren (writer) and Helena 
Uren (director) working on its 
genesis, but showing only 
fitful skill in rounding off their 
scenes or integrating them 
with those that follow. How¬ 
ever. the designer is Sophia 
Lovell Smith, and there are S3 
vertebrae in the ichthyosaur's 
neck. 

Jeremy Kingston 

MAFULYN K1NGW1U- 


Flaws appear in the 
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Mary. Two of them, including Rocky: Alison Edgar as Mary with a Mend (Julia Rayner) 


W hen David 

Hare's latest 
opened at the 
National last 
June, I found myself summing 
it up as diffuse, incisive, funny 
touching, difficult and fasci¬ 
nating. The play’s transfer to 
the West Ena inclines me to 
revise my adjectival rabbitings 
only a little. Let me substitute 
rich for difficult, but aim 
admit that a second viewing of 
the play reveals weaknesses 
which, in my enthusiasm for 
Hare's writing and Judi 
Dench's acting, I overlooked. 

Dame Judi is Esme, an 
actress who begins the play in 
control of her theatrical career, 
her country house, her relative 
wealth and her daughter Amy, 
and ends bereft of almost 
everything. ' One trouble is 
that, thanks to bad financial 
advice, she has been sucked 
into the Lloyd's insurance 
vortex. Another is that her 
much-loved daughter is entan¬ 
gled with Dominic, who is 
successively a gossip colum¬ 
nist, a down-market critic of 
things “arty-farty", a television 
tycoon and a Tarantino clone, 
famous for movies in which 
human heads are lovingly 
observed being blown to 
smithereens. 

No British playwright is 
better than Hare at making 
arguments about social issues 
lively yet fair. Antithesis fol¬ 
lows thesis, retort follows 
opinion, as deftly as ping 
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follows pong. But this time the 
bats, the tennis table, or 
something, have been fixed. In 
the plays central conflict, 
which is between the cultural 
claims of the slide modern 
media and that antiquated 
form, the theatre, there is 
absolutely no doubt where 
Hare's sympathies lie Al¬ 
though he makes token efforts 
to balance their views, Esme 
the doughty traditionalist 
wins by furlongs from Domi¬ 
nic, a sort of serial philistine 
labouring to be real. 

Hare himself dearly senses 
this, for he tries to humanise 
Dominic in the wrong way: 
that is. by telling us things 
about him that Eoin McCar¬ 
thy, who plays the role, has 
scant opportunity to show us. 

He can be—and we are meant 
to believe Amy when she 
makes the daim — "funny and 
gentle". But the evidence is 
that he is a cold go-getter and 
sophisticated slob. Similarly, 
much is made of Amy’s 
“view”, which is that we must 
“give love without conditions". 

But Samantha Bond cannot 
disguise that Amy is a far 
more vestigial character than 
her mother and that far from 
embodying emotional gener¬ 
osity, she is self-absorbed 
going on cruel 

Why, then, do I still find the 
play so enjoyable? Well, there 
are three main reasons: one is 
that Hare writes with great wit 
and craftsmanly confidence, 
turning many a sharp sen¬ 
tence and giving us the best 
first-act curtain-line in town. 

Another is the pace and clarity 
of Richard Eyre's direction. 

And the third is Dench's 
wonderful blend of bloody- 
mindedness and warmth. 

The final scene, which finds 
Esme grimly enduring her 
losses yet getting serious so¬ 
lace from tiie exercise of her 
art. is as moving as anything 
Dench. Eyre or Hare have 
achieved. More than the argu¬ 
ments that have preceded it it 
makes Hare’s case. The the¬ 
atre lives. The theatre matters. 

The theatre is unique. 

Benedict __ 

NIGHTINGALE Judi Dench and Samantha Bond transfer to the West End in David Hare's Amy’s View 

CONCERT: Bernard Haitink cements, his new relationship with the LSO 

Maestro’s mesmerising Mahler ^ 


C oncerts do not come 
much more memorable 
than Bernard Haitink's 
with the London Symphony 
Orchestra on Wednesday, the 
second of their three perfor¬ 
mances together this week. 
The sdd-out Barbican Hall 
was held spellbound by a rare 
combination of musical bril¬ 
liance and depth that cannot 
easily be explained, nor even 
by the frisson Df this first 
collaboration between one of 
the great conductors and great 
orchestras of today. 

it helped that the pro¬ 
gramme was all Mahler the 
composer is one of Haitink's 
many strengths, indeed one in 
which he is virtually unri¬ 
valled. Coupling the iieder 
eines fahrenden Gesellen with 
the First Symphony, early 
scores which share vital 
themes, added to the satisfac¬ 
tion. But what really mattered 
was the way Haitink shaped 
the music he has logic and 
passion, an ear for detail and 
long spans, qualities which 
Mahler conductors need in 
equal measure. 

His approach in this perfor¬ 
mance underlined the moder¬ 
nity of the symphony. The soft- 
grained opening evoked the 
pastoral mood beautifully 
without giving warning of 
what was to come, and as the 
music unfolded Haitink 
stretched it with greater and 
greater daring. Thanks to his 
phenomenal control and the 
ISO's responsiveness, most of 


the first movement had un¬ 
common stillness. To balance 
this he unleashed an unstop¬ 
pable finale. There could have 
been no greater contrast be¬ 
tween the gently murmuring 
cellos near the beginning ana 
the later torrent of sound. 
Even where the dosing move¬ 
ment quietened down, the 
tension was maintained. 

What came in between was 
no less individual. Haitink 
lore into the Scherzo with 


vigour and sonorous attack, 
and found all the ache con¬ 
tained in the trio. Within a 
performance that was refresh- 
■ mgly free of Mahleri an excess, 
he still ensured that the cafe 
music of the Third Movement 
sounded grotesque and sleazy. 

In the song cycle, he drew 
luminous playing foil of vivid 
detail but was always a con¬ 
siderate accompanist tq Anne 
Sofie von Otter. She, in turn, 
was inspired to give one of her 


most involved performances, 
capturing all the heartbreak of 
the wayfarer’s reaction to his 
former sweetheart’s wedding. 

As if she were singing a 
trouser role, the creamy-toned 
mezzo performed with impetu¬ 
osity in the moments of hollow 
high spirits. Elsewhere she 
supplied the anguish that 
gives the work its almost^ 
unbearable sting. ^ 

John Allison 


^0 


Finally in tune with the times 

T 


I he BBC Symphony Or¬ 
chestra's forthcoming 
Martin li weekend ai the 
Barbican has been prefaced by 
a week of concentrated activity 
next door at the Guildhall 
School, an admirable example 
of helpful collaboration. It 
included Wednesday's UK 
premieres of two of his late 
theatre works, the one-act 
opera Ariane (1958) and the 
ballet The Strangler (1948). 

(f Martinu was a problem at 
the time — he would persist, 
like Pbulenc and Vaughan 
Williams, in writing tonal 
music just when Darmstadt 
was moving into top gear — 
then the passage of years has 
solved it. We can now relish 
without guilt the compulsive if 
over-productive lyricism of a 
composer who. you fed, would 
consider a morning without at 
least two pieces completed a 





morning wasted. Some of his 
music may not be "impor¬ 
tant”, little of ft sets out to be 
earth-shattering, but it is al¬ 
ways beautifully crafted. 

The 45 minutes of Ariane 
are by turn so defiantly Neo- 
Classical and singing-string 
rapturous that it might almost 
bea direct teaseof Darmstadt, 
but Theseus's self-identifica¬ 
tion with the Minotaur, to 
which Ariadne falls victim, 
grants the work a musico- 
draznatic gravity far weightier 
than that might suggest Ste¬ 
phen Medcalf staged it with 


boundless ingenuity on an 
exiguous — if any — budget 
and Caroline Childe. Mark 
Stone and Lorenzo Cardla 
sang with passionate 
commitment 

. The Strangler, commis¬ 
sioned by Martha Graham, is 
a smoothly composed 
milodrame for six players on 
verses by Robert Fitzgerald, 
dispatching Oedipus and the 
Sphinx in just 20 Freudian- 
nightmare minutes (the 
Sphinx is Mummy and Dad¬ 
dy). 

Clive Timms drew a bewil¬ 
dering range of colour from 
jhe chamber ensemble, and 
later unashamedly gave 
Ariane its head. Both pieces 
wns gripping and enormous¬ 
ly enjoyable, a pretty unbeat¬ 
able combination. 

Rodney Milnes 
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f Romantic Rialto have set out their stalls for success. Paul Sexton buys his ticket j r p']'^J“00 ^1^0 JJlOIllCCyS 


Roxy music, anyone? 


I f Britpop is dead,-long 
live British pop. lend on 

six-piece Rialto began 
1998 heading many a 
Most likely To list of tuneful 
new beat combos, and have 
taken precisely two weeks to 
deliver, with their single Un¬ 
touchable bringing an air of 
grand melody to- this week's 
Tpp-20.- 

As they win demonstrate on 
this evening’s Top of the Pops . 
Rialto pitch their groundsheet 
midway between Pulp and 
Suede, but are devoid of the 
irony of one or the angst of the 
other. Therein lies a hint that , 
after all the Union Jack- 
wielding and riffing rivaJry of 
the Britpop years, the chart 
music of this new vintage 
might just have something to 
do with pop for pop’s sake. 

Their name is. inspired not 
by the 16th-century bridge in 
Venice, but by the erstwhile 
cinema chain of the same tide, 
and it is not hard to hear why. 
Built around the flagrantly 
contagious melodies and Ordi¬ 
nary Bloke lyrics of lead singer 
Loins Eliot and the big-boned 
guitars of producer Jonny 
Bulk Rialto's songs conjure up 
images of wean velour seats 
and a silver screen that could 
use a refit. 

Such a backdrop of withered 
splendour is apt for a band 
..whose disposition is more 
fleapit_ihan draltiplex, and 
^quite'unashamedly romantic. 

; “We were conscious that we 
..were being influenced by John 
.. Barry," Eliot says - . “J remem- 
■ ber being asked before anyone 
. 'had heard ihe band what we 
sounded Eke, and 1 thought 
. the music sounded Eke it 
should be played in a dilapi¬ 
dated old theatre. 

“The songs are romantic, 
but ifs not moon in June, box 
of Black Magic and a long- 
stemmed rose. What I mean 
by romanticism, is more.flat 
■walking home in the rain just 
having split up with your 
girlfriend' sort of feeling. The 
: main theme that goes through 
the band is strength through 
melajicholy.” - 

-On Rialto's previous single, 
Monday Morning 5:19, their 
first to snuggle inside the Top 
40» a paranoid boyfriend gets 
- stood up and engrosses us til a 
gloriously low-rank soap op¬ 
era: "It's Monday morning, 
.5:19, and .Ihfi still wandering 
where sheS been/ ‘Cos every 
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A tip for the top in 1998, if they play their cards right: Rialto bring the sound of the cinema to Top of the Pops tonight 


mean you want to end it all. In 
same perverse sense, its quite 
an enjoyable emotion.” 

Eliot and Bull staked Rialto 
from the. embers of their 
previous band Kinky Mach¬ 
ine. a rockier ensemble 
described by the songwriter as 
“more angry and a bit snotty. 
They were maybe the last 
gasps of our adolescence." 


inky Machine re¬ 
leased two over¬ 
looked albums in. 
1993 and 1994, but 


time Itry to call I jusrget, herV even by, then the: duo were old 
machine .^./Now.itS almost' pals, and Eliot befieves there is 
6am and I don’t want to try “• Touch to'be said for. a career 
again/’Cos ff sheV still not-., that warms gradually on the 


back, well, heaven knows, 
what then?/Is this the end?” . 

**I like the idea of lending 
some sort of grandeur to that 
kind of mundanity," Eliot 
says. Those little tiling are 
what matter in fife. We brush 
them'aside and say everybody 
feds like that, so it cant be that 
important, but it is. 

“I don't want to write songs 
that are self-pitying, but sad 
songs, are the ones that touch 
me most; yew fed like you're 
living: Feeling sad doesn’t 


gentlest erf heats.. 

“You get a chance to make a 
few mistakes.without anybody 
taking too much notice.” he 
says. “Also, ifs inevitable flat 
your success isn’t going to last 
for ever, so if you’ve struggled 
to get there for quite a long 
time.you’re more prepared for 
the way dowm People who just 
arrive straight away come 
down with a real crash." 

In some lights he looks 
strikingly like a Rubber Soul- 
era. Mm Lennon, but Eliot 


says that his early hero was 
the early 1970s Elvis Presley of 
I Just Can't Help Believing 
and Always on my Mind. His 
resolve was also stiffened fay 
an unhealthy goggle-box fixa¬ 
tion- “I used to watch every bit 
of every music show, even if it 
was Mike Mansfield doing a 
Big Country gig from 1963. I 
really wasn’t interested, but 
something would draw me to 
watch it and learn from it I 
wasted hours and hours in 
front of the telly." 

Lazy comparisons with Jar¬ 
vis Cocker and Co are discard- : 
ed — “They're more camp, | 
kitsch and ironic" — and Eliot ; 
parries the “retro" tag by 
pointing out that their only i 
.nostalgia is for Capstan- ' 
strength melodies and theatri¬ 
cal lyricism. “There are 
enough universal emotions in 
the album [Rialto, due for 
release in March] that I hope 
we won’t have to be part of 
some trend,” he says. “I would 
like to think it didn’t matter if 
litis record came out this year 
or in five years or five years 
ago; it would still stand up." 

• Untouchable is released by East 
West 
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CHRIS REA 
The Blue Cafe 
(East West 3984-21688 
E 13.99) 

HAVING taken an intriguing, 
if commercially unrewarding, 
diversion with the soundtrack 
to his own film. La Passione in 
1996, Chris Rea is back firmly 
on pie beaten track with The 
Blue Cafe, and frankly it is 
beginning to sound like a bit of 
a plod. 

The album does itself no 
favours by starting off with 
Square Peg, Round Hole and 
Miss Your Kiss, two mill tan tly 
retro tracks that sound fikeZZ 
Top, JJ Cate and Dire Straits 
ail drifting along together on a 
slow boat to China. Things 
eventually liven up a bit on 
numbers such as Sweet Sum¬ 
mer Day, with its office party 
disco bed, and Where Do We 
Go Prom Here?, in which a 
bass line resembling that of 
Michael Jackson'S Billie Jean 
politely rubs shoulders with a 
mildly despairing lyric ("Love 
is a stranger with a silicone 
smile 1 }. 

The (uncredited) production 
is sublime, the performances 
faultless, and Rea’s commit¬ 
ment to his craft never in 
doubt. But the complete lack of 
adventure, let alone any sense 
of urgency leaves him sound¬ 
ing more like a middle-aged 
musician taking care of busi¬ 
ness than an artist with a story 
to tell. 

“I play the game and I keep 
the beat," he sings in his gruff, 
lugubrious voice on Thinking 
Of You, and that, in a nutshell, 
seems to be the extent of his 
ambition on The Blue CafS. 

AIR 

Moon Safari 

(Source/Virgin CDV 2848 

E13.99) 

NICOLAS GODIN and Jean- 
Ben oit Dunckel, the youthful 
duo better known as Air, come 
from Versailles and have mys¬ 
teriously acquired a fashion¬ 
able cachet not normally 
associated with performers 
from that region of France. 
Moon Safari, their first prop¬ 
er album, is a collection of 
stylish if rather jejune themes 
for synthesizer and strings, 
with a sparkle that is more 
tinsel than gold. 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023498 


NEW POP 
ALBUMS 


TTieir enthusiastic use of 
antique electronica (Moogs. 
vocoders. Fender Rhodes 
piano et al) roots the sound of 
Air in the 1970s, as well as 
lending the album an unmis¬ 
takable aura of kitsch. Beth 
Hirsch, an American singer, 
puts some flesh on the bones of 
All 1 Need and You Make It 
Easy, but more typical is the 
opening gambit La Femme 
D’Argent, a soothinp instru¬ 
mental garnished with whir¬ 
ring spaceship noises and 
pattering percussion that me¬ 
anders pleasantly if somewhat 
aimlessly along. 

Although they are operating 
at the due end of the easy- 
listening loop, their music 
lacks the backbone of. say. the 
Finnish loungecore star Jimi 
Tenor, making it difficult to 
shake off the nagging impres¬ 
sion that Air are simply the 
rave generation's answer to 
Jean-Michel Jarre: 

MARK EITZEL 
Caught In A Trap And / 

Can't Back Out 'Cause l Love 
You Too Much, Baby 
(Matador OLE 379 £13.99) 

IN HIS book. The Conquest of 
Happiness, Bertrand Russell 
wrote: "The wise man will be 
as happy as circumstances 
permit, and if he finds the 
contemplation of the universe 
painful beyond a point he will 
contemplate something else 
instead." That is dearly not an 
optical that has occurred to 
Mark Eitzel, a man whose 
painful contemplation of the 
universe has resulted in some 
of the most joyless recordings 
of the modern pop era. 

Now on to his third solo 
album since the demise of his 
group, American Music Club, 
Eitzel’s gloom continues to 
emanate from every pore of 
his music. “People are nails on 
the chalkboard they scratch/ 
Listen to the music of the 
traffic outside/Drained ■ and 
dessicated formaldehyde", he 
sings m Auctioneers Song, the 
parched time of his voice 
thrown into stark relief by a 
ponderous acoustic guitar 
accompaniment. 

This is not a bad album per 
se, but ai this stage of the 
game my personal inclination 
is to contemplate something 
else. 

David Sinclair 


David Pugh Seal Connery 
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TOP TEN ALBUMS 


Urban Hymns.......Verve (Hut) 

AH Saints.............All Saints (London) 

Life Thru a Lens..Robbie Williams (Chrysalis) 

Postcard s from Heaven Lighthouse Family (Wild Card) 

Sptceworld ...Spice Girls (Virgfo) 

White on Blonde---Texas (Mercury) 


Left of the Middle...................NaiaSe ImbrugRa (RCA) 

Let’s Talk About Love... Celine Dion (Epic) 

OK Computer__-...Radiohead (Partophone) 

The Best of.._____Wham! (Epic) 

N # Bgme tn brackets denotes lad wests position 


P erched on the edge of a 
desk at her record com¬ 
pany, Sarah Cracknel! 
of Si Etienne says: "Are we 
going to lunch now? I can’t 
stay for all of it — I’m just off to 
a health farm with Zoe Ball 
and I've got to stop off ar 
Odd bins on the way. We're 
doing a slot on health farms 
for her breakfast show and if 
I've got to spend al! day on a 
machine called The Thigh's 
the Limit. I need a bottle of 
champagne and 40 Silk Cut 
for emergencies." 

"But you haven't really got 
the time to go shopping, have 
you?" Pete Wiggs, St Etienne's 
keyboard master, points out to 
the blonde dianteuse. "You're 
a lady of the Nineties, always 
on the move. What you need is 
this." He throws over the six 
pages he's been patiently feed¬ 
ing into the fax machine. 

“This is your shopping list, 
Pete.” CrackneU says, leafing 
through iL “Oh! That item's a 
bit personal! Who are you 
faxing your shopping list to?” 

“Tesco." Wiggs beams. “It's 
their new service. You get a 
catalogue, which lists all the 
different sizes of the tins and 
jars, choose what you want, 
and they deliver it to your 
house." 

"Isn't it weird, looking 
through a catalogue of baked 
beans and tinned ham?” Bob 
Stanley. St Etienne's program¬ 
ming wizard, inquires. 

"Not as weird as looking at 
the Innovations catalogue." 
Wiggs points out, reasonably. 
“You know the one that comes 
with the Sunday supplements? 
I was looking through it a 
couple of weeks ago; it seems 
to have been written by luna¬ 
tics on moon-juice. Name me a 
sane man who’d invent the 
Amazing Three-Second Ear 
Thermometer? Or," — he 
chews the words to bring out 
the foil flavour of their absur¬ 
dity — “an Interactive Wine 
CD-Rom? That'S invented by 
people so mad they’d roll 
uphill.” 


■ St Etienne tell 
Caitiln Moran 
why a band of 
anthropomorphic 
apes delayed 
their comeback 


Of course, that last judg¬ 
ment could be equally applied 
to St Etienne themselves. Who 
else would form a group in 
1990 — a year when Carter the 
Unstoppable Sex Machine's 
dustbin men-rock was the 
sound du jour? And then get a 
former Grange Hill star — 
Cracknel! — in as their vocal¬ 
ist. when every other band at 
the time had either a 
dread locked Socialist Worker 
shouting about the Govern¬ 
ment or an anaemic-looking 
boy comparing girls called 
Sophie id some clouds? 

And who else would come 
up with the skin-raeltingly 
good idea of making their 
debut single a Soul n 
Soul/dub cover of Neil 
Young's Only Love Can Break 
Your Heart? 

Eclectic pop aesthetes before 
their time, St Etienne have 
been able to sit back smugly 
and watch the rest of the music 
industry come around to their 
way of thinking, ie: take some 
pop. make it melancholic yet 
uplifting, and then either a) 
marry it to a thumping dance 
soundtrack (You're In A Bad 
Way. He's On The Phone: the 
Kratfwerk on the North Circu¬ 
lar of L/Are a Motorway} or let it 
slink along, like a sunny 
weekday afternoon when 
you've bunked off work in 
order to lounge around on 
beanbags and listen to the 
records that transformed your 
childhood. 

Having taken a sabbatical 
since 1993% So Tough LP in 
order to co n centrate on their 


now sadly defunct label, 
emidisc, St Etienne return to 
the pop fray in order to bring a 
touch of class to 1998. Their 
first new single since 1995^ 
one-off He’s on the Phone — it 
got to No 5, and involved 
appearing on countless TV 
shows with hysterical dancers 
pretending to be "on the 
phone"—is Sylvie, a sleek and 
vivacious eluding from an 
rider sister to her younger 
sibling, Sylvie, who is intent 
on nabbing big s's’S fella. 

In a world where bellowing 
“Dyou know whar I mean?" 
while banging a tambourine is 
seen as worth £3.99 for a CD 
single, it's good to see profes¬ 
sionals back in action- 

S o, the three of you, why 
has it been so long since 
the last album? You 
weren't that busy being label 
managers. "The truth is that I 
became obsessed,” Wiggs con¬ 
fesses, sighing heavily. "A 
retro-TV, cable-only phenome¬ 
non swept the nation and 1 
became entangled. It’s all 
because of a programme from 
the Seventies called Lancelot 
Link and the Evolution Revo¬ 
lution. Each episode is only 
ten minutes long, and it's the 
adventures of some monkeys 
dressed as humans, who are in 
a band, it's the animal world's 
retort to The Monkees. They 
play a new song every day. I 
have the album. They look 
amazing. If they’re cruelly 
controlled by metal clamps, 
you can’t see them.” 

He sighs happily. “And 
that's why the album took so 
long — we were trying to track 
the former members of Lance¬ 
lot Link and the Evolution 
Revolution down so they could 
do duets.” 

• Sylvie is released by Heavenly 
Records on Jan 2b. The album. In 
Good Humour, follows in March 


• Reviews of the new jazz 
and blues albums can be 
found on page 34 
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LONDON 

CIRCUS RONALDO! Uwsh 
costumes. masks, music and hre aio jU 
■ngredems of tela argue a lanasme 
ifw Be*firum vrfWti cotnoras tD6 gerste 
atmaschen? cH the country tar retfi tog 
let' spetJade Here tar free 
pericmwnces only as part at itw 
Loroofi imemajonal Hfime FeattwaL 
Queen Eltarbeiti Hall. Sown Bank. 

5E1 >.0t7l-9G042£2j Tavgttand 
tomorrow 1 JSpm. Sun. 5prn g 
MARTTNU FESTIVAL: The muse ol 
EDhusLsv Martnfi b ceteorawd me 
\-ree>end as me BBC Symphony 
Crdusna undei *t principal guest 
ccrductor Jn K-WDiweV. introduces a 
pad-.cd programme teatumg some of 
me proMic Czech com peseta (meat 
■florta fn Ionian's con«n (7 30pm) the 
orchestra is jomed by itia renowned 
cetfist Rapnad Wafifecn r a 
pwiormoncp a* tha lust Cello Corcwo. 
while tomorrow aftemoon (2 Jtfcrrt) mo 
orchestra mams up with a cast c4 
oursrardtog slngeis lor a concert 
performance ot ihe powerful tour-act 
opera The PasiMn 
in Ihe over mg (Bpmj VassS Smarf*y 
conducts me BSC Pwmrriwnic 
Orchestra m a programme which 
MctiKte; Um Frescoes of Piero date 
Francesca. and on Sunday a concert 
by me Nash Ensemtoe [4 50pm) 
precedes me laanrai's coKtainq 
event (730pm). when the BBC SO and 
Bctohlavek return to tackle me 
Concerto lor Double String Orchestra. 
Barbican 5* Street EC2 id 171-638 

.5691) ® 

W 1 GMOHE WEEKEND: Returns rvtfV 
for loragtii 3 iedtai ty rfte renowned 
Brtrsh banione Bryn Tartar He is 
.acconpamed on tha plena by Malcolm 
Meitineaii in a programme ol Brahms. 
Strauss and Fma Tomorrow a 
pjrlijrmarica by Iho recent)-/ re-tamed 


WEEKEND CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Marti Margie 


Borodin Siting Quarts! features works 
by Rachmanrncv. Beahown and 
Shostakovich 

Wtgmora Hail Wigmare Street, W1 
(ill 71-9353141). Both concerts ul 
7 30pm ® 

ELSEWHERE 

COVEWHYiTtw award-Whfwg St 
Petersburg company DweW flffwes 
hern lotowng its sum al tha London 



Bryn Terfel: returns only 
at the Wigmore Hall 


lii m m atrcma l Mum Festival IK show, 
wop The Had Zone, demonstrates me 
dark and sinister ada of dowrmg. Two 
performances only 
Warwick Arts Contra. UnrvsfsrTy of 
Wawrek (01203 524524) Tonight and 
tomanow, 7 45pm g 

HMW8UBGH: cngeograpn&r Wayne 
MeGr^gworrtvcsintCTBiiwBhteseighr- 
streng Random Danoo Company to 
perform ho latest creation. The 
Mflemanum. An aeraoninary luaonol 
powerful motrement and new 
technology, Ws NgHy usual work is 
sard haded with than®? such as Post- 
Modern angst and Ihe pos-JbSIhm, of 
weighttessn«s in a futunsoc. 
undenvata envnnmant 
Traverse, Cantondge Straw (0131-233 
1404] Tonight and tomorrow. 0pm Q 

LEEDS: Opora North arerts the New 
Yaar with a departure from the standard 
operatercpertore aproduOxol 
Sweeney T«ffl, Stephai Sondhevn's 
.famous rmstfd IHnBar Steven Page 
makes ho compa n y debut as the demon 
barber with Ihe West End singing 
acness Beverley Klein h it>? role cf Mra 
Lowlt. Dawd McVear directs and dm 
Holmes. the company s toad al music, 
conducts. 

Grand Theatre, <6 New Briqgare 
(0113-2459351/4409711 Opens MrtghL 
7.15pm B 

I ONttON GAllgRIES 

British Museum: Cane 19001939: 
(0171-323 6525) . Goethe Institute: 
BsautfiJ World (0171 • 594 0214|... 
LinoniArtEh Kapoor (0171-724 2739) 
Munum of London: Bedlam 
Custody, care and cure (0171-600 0607] 
Museum of the Moving Imago: 
Hammer Horror (0171-B151350] . 
National Recogntang Van Eyck 
10171-7472965) . National Portrait 
Bruce Weber fOI 71 -306 0055) 


a ALEGR1A The Cirque de SoleJ 
reiuma Acrobats, corlomontsrs. lire 
d^ncere doirvg marvels with rhaJi 
bUdres usually high up m the ar 
Albert Hall Kenangron Gore. SW7 
[017r-569 6212) Tue-Sun. 7.45pm: 
mats Sal. Sun. 2 30pm UnolFenS B 

D AMTS VIEW JudiOenchand 
Samantha Bond play mother and 
daughter m David Hare s meting 
drama ol love. amWnor. rasenrment and 
the hazards of contemporary Be Cast 
unchanged irom the Nabcnd Theatre 
pioduann 

Aldwycti The AWwvch. WC2 (0171- 
416 60031 Mon-Sat. 7 3Ciomi mat Sal, 

2 30pm 

■ ART Ron Cook Nigel Havers arid 
Matoslm Story in thus prior all/ 

mere sting drama about fnendsftp. 
unspoken resentment and an almost alt- 
wtnte parfimg 

Wyndham'*. Charing Cross Road. 

WC2 (0171-3691736). Tue-Saf. 8pm. 
mats Wad. 3pm. Sat arvd Sun. Spro 

S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Disney s film turned Into a hrt Broadway 
musical Jufo-Aianah Bnghten and 
Alesdar Harvey as the leads, with 
support horn the likes ol Derek Griffiths 
and Norman Rossinglan 
Dominion. Tortenham Court Road. W1 
(0171-4166060) Mon-Sat, 7 30pm: mat 
Sal. 230pm. 

□ DAVID COPPEHF1ELD Likable 
compressjan job on Dwlwns'novel 
Intriguing set and a nch cast of 
ecjentnc charaaers Damien Matthews 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston’s assessment 
of theatre showfaig bi London 

■ House ML returns only 
Q Some seats available 
□ Seats at afl prices 


plays Dewd 

Greenwich. Grooms Nil. SE10 (0181- 
858 7755) Mon-SaL 7 4Spm. mal Sal. 

2 30pm and Jen 15. 2.30pm. B 

■ AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE' Ian 

Mediation plays the spa doctor pitting 
himsdl agamet the community m Trevor 
Nunn's highly detailed production 
Adnvablc cast. 

National Theatre (CSnneri. South 
Bank o£l (0171-928 E2S2) Torvgtit, 
&y} tomorrow. 7 15pm: mat lomorrcw. 
2pm In rep @ 

■ THE FRONT PAGE. Alun 
Arnsnong and Gritt Rhys Jones play 
hard-nosed editor and ace reporter, 
leading a louetycast in Sam Mandes's 
production of the classic Ben 
Hecht/Charies MacAnhur comady 
Donmar Warehouse. Earttiam Street. 
WC2 (0171-369.1732) Mon-Sat 

7 30pm: mats Wad and SaL 3pm Q 

□ THE MAGISTRATE Ian 
Achardson plays the much harassed 
hero n a WUlytvmy revnral ot Pinero's 
I area Cast Indudes Graham Crowdan. 


Frank Mlddfemass. John Padden 
Savoy. The Stiand. WC2 (0171-836 
38881. Mon-SaL 7 30pm. mats Wed and 
Sat. 3pm Q 

□ HEAT ON THE BONE: Latest 
cabaret evening tram Kd and the Widow 
dressed m lhar smart new Jaspa 
Conran costumes and promsang no 
mention of tootbaO Part of tha Live At 
TheVaudevMa season 

VSudevflle Theatre, Tha Strand. WC2 
(Ol 71-836 9987). Mon-Sal. 9 15pm 

□ SOSSOR HAPPY Comedy 
whodunnit whera the audience can play 
detective Adapted by Nall MuDarkey, 

Lee Sar^son and Robert Harley Irom tha 
US long-ronner Shear M&Jness 
Duchess. Calhenrre Street WC2 
10171-494 5075) Mon-Fn. 8pm; Sat. 
5.30pm and 8 30pm; mat Wed. 

230pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Stood Brothers: Phoenix (0171-369 

1733) H Buddy Strand (D17I-930 

8800) □ Grease: Cambridge 

(0171-4045080) □ Jesus Christ 

Superstar Lyceum [0171-656 1807) 

. □ Martin OUHirPrtici Edward 
(0171-447 5400). ■ Las 

MMfafales- Palace [0171-434 0909) 

... S Mss Saigon 1 Dtuy Lane 
(0171-494 5400) .. □Tha 
Mousetrap: SI Martin s (0171-836 
14431 □ OHverl Pattedrum it)171- 

494 5020) . ■ The Phantom of ths 
Opera Her Majesty's (0171-494 5400) 
Ticket intormadon supplied by Society 
ol London Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 

BATTLESHIP POTEMKIN: 

EisenstBin’s unassailable classic about a 
Russian sarior’s rnutrny. mode In 1935 
Cuiton Phoenb (0)71-3691721) NFT 
10171-928 3232)61 

« BRMG ME THE HEAD OF MAVIS 
DAVIS US) Record producer toes to 
bump off his troubierame star Flat 
comedy, with RkMayaUaid Jane 
Honodts. Drector. John Henderton. 
Virgin Trocadere Q (0181-970 GO 15) 

• BOOGIE NICHTS (18) Dynamic 
epic abour the pom movie industry, from 
a young director. Paul Thomas 
Anderson But Reynolds. Mark 
Watiberg and Jiltame Moore head the 
excellent cast 

Barbican® (0171-638 8897) 

Ctapham PH (0171498 3323) Gate B 
10171 -727 4043) Odeona: Camdan 
Town (0181 315 4265) Kensington 
(0181-315 4214) Swtoa Cottage 
(0181-315 4220} Plaza Q (0990 888990) 
RHzy (0171 -737 2121) Screan/Boker 
St (0171-935 2772) Sorean/Grean 
(0171-228 3520) Ud WhlWayafl 
■0990888990) Virgin* Chelsea <0171- 
352 5096) Haymerkel (0171-839 1527) 

♦ THE DEVIL'S ADVOCATE (18) 
Satanic Al Pactoo invUes Kaarei Reeves 
toHisNewYortclawBim Preposterous 
drama, both appalbig and fun 

ABC Totten tram Court Road (0171- 
6366148) Greenwich (01B1-235 3006) 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Gooff Brown's assessment of 
films In London and fwhoro 
indicated wtlh the symbol ♦) 
on rel eas e across the country 


Netting Htfl Coronet 6)10171-727 
6705) Odeona: Camdan Town (0181- 
315 4255) Kratstogtal (0181-315 
4214) Uarfato Arch (D1B1-315 42161 
Swiss Cot^e (0181-315 4220) UO 
Whftatay* 0(0990 088990) Vhgina: 
Fufliam Road (0171-3702638) 
TrocodoroB (0181-970 6015) 

DEVIL'S ISLAND (1$) Wastrels and 
dreamers in an Icelandic slum to the 
1950s. Harsh oomedy-Aama: a 
disappointment from Cofcffiswr director 
FndrikThoi FndAsson 
Metro 10171-437 0757) Wnema 
(0171-235 42S) 

PRETTY VILLAGE PRETTY FLAME 
(IS)- Forceful drama about the madness 
and heartbreak of the Bosnian ovtl war 
□nectar. Stdyin Dieg^evtc 
1CAS (0171-930 3647) 

CURRENT 

♦ THE FULL MONTY [151- 
Unerrptoyed steehrekfirs strp tar cadi 
Bouncy Briton comedy with Robert 


Cartyie. Tom Wilkinson. Mark Addy. 
Orison Mezzanine Q10161-315 4215) 
Pteza B (0990 8889901 Vbgtna: 
Chatan (0171-352 5096) Trocadaro 
B10181-970 6015) 

♦ THE JACKAL (18] ■ Bruce W«s's 
Iwad Uter pkns a poOttal acuaanatun 
Proficient unmspved thriBer With 
Richard Gere. Dane Vanora. 

ABC Bafcar Street (0171-935 977Z) 
Empire 0(0990 888990) BOdeon 
Marble Arab (0181-3154216) Ritzy 
(0171-7372121) UCfWhfMeysB 
(0990 888990) Virgins: Fulham Road 
(0171-370 2636) TWeada w 6 (0181- 
97060151 

KISSED (IQ- Lynne Stofftavrich s 
striking, poettc Canadan fSm about low. 
death and the lure of extremes. WBh 
Moly PSrtar 

ABC PIcOBdiBy (0171-437 3561J 
Metro (0171-437 0757] 

♦ THE WINGS OF THE DOVE (15): 
Pretty but piffling adaptation of Henty 
James's renal with Helena Bonham 
Carter. Linus Roadie and Akson BRatt 
Barbican (0171-282 7000) Cfaphren 
Picture Houao (0171-498 3323) 

Cmon Maytolr (0171-369 1720) 
Greenwich (01B1-23S30Q5) Richmond 
[0181-332 0030) RHzy (0171-737 2121) 
Scraan/Bakar Street (0171-935 2772) 
Screen/HHI lOl n -435 3366) Virgins: 
Fuffiem Road (0181-97060161 
H a ym a rhat (0181 -970 SDlBi Warner 
(0171-437 4343) 



A s normal Les Sylphides go, 
this was a disasier. The 
ballerina stood in the charac¬ 
teristic pose of head resting 
on the poet's shoulder, but it became 
dear she was gently snoozing, since the 
musical cue for their pas de deux 
caused her to wake with a start Once 
into the pas de deux they became 
jammed in a supported pirouette, her 
raised leg banging against his legs 
whidiever direction she turned. Then 
when it came to her Prelude solo, her 
landings made the floor vibrate so 
violently that the other sylphs wobbled 
and slid into collapse. 

Faced with conventionally compe¬ 
tent dancers we tend to forget some of 
the logistical traps of ballet such as the 
importance of moving and positioning 



limbs very precisely in partnering. 
Fortunately, the- all-male Ballets 
Trockadero de Monte Carlo are back 
again to remind us in a three-week 
season. 

Whether as danseurs nobles or beefy 
drag-ballerinas, they lovingly poke fun 
at the mechanics of ballets, its fruitier 
conventions and stylistic baggage. So 
the Sy Ip hides poet, platinum wig 
slightly askew, prompts whispered 
assessment from the decorativdy ar¬ 
ranged sylphs as he enters for his solo. 
The ballerina’s small .waist-wings 
come off in his hands. Another balleri¬ 
na crashes into a row of sylphs because 
she is too intent on grinning at the 
audience during her diagonal of jetes. 

Ballet is too curious a genie to miss 
for parodists, offering up a lavish 
reservoir of potential jokes, some 
predictable, others wittily inventive. 
Best in the first programme are Les 
Sylphides and The Dying Swan, the 
last performed by Damien Thibodeaux 
(aka Bertha Vmayshinsky). feathers 
fluttering like autumn leaves in a 
sudden burst of wind, arms rippling 
like snakes, and the best tactics in the 
business for milking applause. 

By the final third of the evening 


Beefing up the pas de deux; sometimes the Trocs labour the fun, but ballet is too good a parody target to miss 


though, filled with die cantering drum 
majorettes of Robert La Fosse's Stars 
and Stripes Forever, I was feeling that 
die comedy was after all finite and 
starting to think of home. 

The company certainly works hard. 
Lifting a woman ballerina is exhaust¬ 
ing enough, but what about when you 
have to lift another man? Dancing on 
point is punishment enough for female 


feet, but what about men forced-to 
balance a heavier weight? However, to 
daJm that foe Trocs are as'good as real 
ballerinas is going a bit far. Arms and 
torsos are nicely lyrical, but die Royal 
Ballet would talk at die stiff insteps, 
the gawky knees, foe sluggish beaten 
steps. 

What they represent is good, raucous 
fun, hairy armpits and all. Their way 


with blue eyeshadow makes Danny La 
Rue a monument to understatement, 
their clunking stage names are an art 
in themselves — Velour Pflleaux, Olga 
Supphozova, Maya Thicken thighya. 
No, it is not exceptional ■humour, nor 
exceptional dance, but they succeeded 
in keeping Yeraveraj Reviewa happy. 


NEW JAZZ ALBUMS 


G.P.HALL 
Marks on the Air 
Forties Recording Co. EBL 025 
A LIVE performance by guitarist G. P. 
Hall is something of a spectacle, since 
he conjures an extraordinary variety of 
sounds and textures not only from a 
selection of guitars, processors and 
programmers, but from less likely 
sources such as battery fans, mechani¬ 
cal crickets and electric shavers. His 
music, however, has a great deal more 
to recommend it than mere novelty 
value. 

Although with dearly discernible 
roots in blues and flamenco, it is an 
entirely individual, consistently exhila¬ 
rating mix of electronic sound sculp¬ 
ture (ranging from insect-swarm to 
industrial-machinery effects), cosmic 
noise, filigree acoustic delicacy and 
straightforward screaming electric 
guitar. All this is harnessed to produce . 
everything from hymnic meditations 
on natural beauty to what Hall calls 
"industrial blues". Recorded at 
London's Spitz and Wiltshire's Phan¬ 


tom Theatre, this album should be 
interested in 
ilectric music. 


iuiu iiicauci uud aiuui 

investigated by anyone 
the outer limits of electric 


BILL COS BY 

Hello, Friend: To Ennis with Love 
Verve 539 171-2 

CREDITED to its producer to high¬ 
light its dedication to his son (who died 
last year), this 1993 session features 
eight of the music’s finest easing their 
way through a selection of hard-bop 
and modem-mainstream jazz classics. 
High points include Laura, on which 
tenor player Craig Handy summons 
up enough grainy majesty to inject 
fresh life into an old war horse, and a 
rollicking version of BobbyTimmons’s 
Messengers staple. Moanin’, sparked 
by Bobby Watson's uniquely agile alto. 

Trumpeters Lester Bowie — all 
puckish smears and woozy irreverence 
—and Philip Harper complement each 
other neatly, and pianist Cedar Walton 
leads a first-class rhythm section with 
his customary sly elegance. Informal, 
easygoing, but consistently enjoyable 


music. 


Chris Parker 


NEW BLUES ALBUMS 


GUITAR-PLAYING evangelists do not 
come any bluesier than the Reverend 
Charlie Jackson, a Baptist minister 
from Louisiana who growls and hol¬ 
lers foe gospel while accompanying 
himself on electric guitar. First heard 
by collectors on a handful of 45s in the 
early Seventies, this powerful and 
hypnotic singer and performer has 
now been given the chance to display 
his taloits an Way Over Yonder (St 
George STG7707, distributed by Hot- 
shot 0113 2742106). 

Sympathetically produced by 
George Paulus, with Studebaker John 
on harmonica and vocal group the El 
Dorados supplying the harmonies. 
Jackson works his way through 
Wrapped Up and Tangled In Jesus, 
GotTs Got It and the rocking Holy 
Ghost Boogie. 

A fellow Louisiana guitar star, Slim 
Harpo, cut a large number of influen¬ 
tial and impressive discs before Ms 
death in 1970. Now there is a rare 
chance to hear what he was like live in 
Sting It Then! (Ace CDCHD 658), a 


fascinating, if low-fi, concert recording 
from 1961. Harpo, then gaining nat¬ 
ional exposure for his hit Rainin' In 
My Heart, treats his audience to a 
string of numbers showcasing his 
drawling vocals and harp work. 

Caught live in even more informal 
surroundings was British guitar virtu¬ 
oso Davey Graham, whose recordings, 
made in a private room at Hull 
University after a concert there in 1967, 
are released on After Hours 
(Rollercoaster RCCD 3021). Included in 
this eclectic mix are his versions of 
Gary Davies’S Cocaine, Big Bill 
Broon tYs Hey Bud and Muddy Wa¬ 
ters's Louisiana Blues. It is an impor¬ 
tant and impressive set from a 
folk/blues pioneer. 

Folk and blues of an earlier genera¬ 
tion are included in foe two volumes of 
Times Ain’t Like They Used To Be 
(Yazoo 2028 and 2029)'. which feature 
classic recordings of American rural 
music from the Twenties and Thirties. 
Artists, both black and white, include 
Cannon's Jog S tempers. Blind Alfred 
Reed and Louie Lasky. 

John Clarke 


ART GALLERIES 


JEAN-CLAUDE JANET 
NOW ON VIEW 
ROY MILES GALLERY 
29 BRl/TON STREET W1 
01714954747 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 01715328300124)1) 
B4GUSH NATIONAL OPfflA 
Ton 1730THE MAGIC FLUTE 
Tcno 730 EUGENE ONEGIN 


Sorter's Wols at too Pmcock 

UlMtiaOtri 3148800 
LES BALLETS TROCKADERO 
DE MONTE CARLO 

n 2 programmes ol 
•BMtor a youVo never taw R 
biaora-MLARMUS* the Times 
_ '3-31 Jaray _ 


THE ROYAL BALLOT 

Sot OSes 01713044000 
td the Royal FastivaiHrf 
So* (Mice 01719504242 
Tdas a£o arafistie ten 
TtiarostEf on 0171S74021. 

LAST PERFORMANCES 
ToT:73Q.Tamor2.00&700 
CMDB1EUA 
“Auhtoa’a Ctnderatia is 
tin bract time to" D Tel 


THE ROYAL OPERA 

90 0«oe 0171304 4000 

at fto Shaftesbury Theob* 

Bo> Office 0171379 5399 
Totes abo Karaite tram 
To^meser on 0171557 4020 
Man Wed. TIV 700 

LENOZZEDI FIGARO 
M£WP30aCT0W 


THEATRES 


ADELPHI 

cczew Gt »qteei w oos 
‘Aatawtodkifof'Teiegredi 

‘Dripping wttiiirtjrW Stress 

CHICAGO 

TIC MUSICAL 

BUTHBE UIE 

HENSHALL LBIPER 

HENRY GOODMAN 
MGELPLAIER 

Mon-Sat 8 Wed a Sal Uab 230 


ALBERT 3691730044 4444 
“YouH bo dancing on «*r** DMl 

STEPPING 0OT 

THE NEW MUSICAL 
TappnganctivBtoolffiTiflflS 
TTS THE FULL MONTY WITH 
TAPPERS-GirrtERertr OMr 
’JUST WONDERFUL’ WHT* 
EvttagnMaSHm30fflStf4om 


THEATRES 


ALDWYCH 0171416 0003 
CO344 4444 

■Damo dud Iztrtanphant h 
Han't nutorptoca'D Mai 
JUDI DENCH 
SAMANTHA BOND 
RONALD PICKUP 
JOYCE REDMAN 
Tin National Tlioalre 
Production ol 

AMY’S VIEW 

a new play by DAVID HARE 

Dtreoed by RICHARD EYRE 

E«as 730 Sal Mal 230 


ALDWYCH 0171 4156000 
Andrew Uoyd Webber 
and Jro Sanmafs new museal 

WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

OareJtiylBac Office opera Fab i 


APOLLO 24hi cc 0171494 5070 
CC0171344 4444 (t*g fee) 
Grps 01714945<5< 

BEN ELTON'S 

POPCORN 


comody-J ra oo nan and BrtHi 

nUtT John Petes Sun Trora 

“Ttw Waal End baa found Hb 
rasktent PtejwrigbT OS 

Mon-Sat aocpm 
Mas Wed agfcm Sat 4 OQpm 


APOLLO VICTORIA a 0171416 
6055 CC 2ttra 0171344 444470171 
420 oraa Gips 4166075# 1 3 3321 

Andrew Lloyd Watoborf* 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 

Witte inucHs runs 19 45 tfetiy 
Tu8&Sa3gnritte5lwnE1i>50 


A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 

The nearest Tire to Xmas at 

Qngiey Deff 0y Best PWo»» 

London' BBC Ratio 2 Rayas' 
Theatre WC2 'BABES IN THE 
WOOD* MATS Sunday 3pm Eves 
ftlSpm ENOS FEB 3TH UlKii. 

Teas. Dmer. Supper oral 
Chattel £550 Sc 0)718391134 


CAI»aDGE 494 5DBV416 EOGO 
3444444Haa<mH-UQtel 
Croups 49« 5454 
416 607SW13 3321/436 55BB 

GREASE 
NOW IN ITS 
STH FANTASTIC YEAH 
LUXE GOSS « Dmnjr until 24 

Jan; UW KELSEY Front 28 Jan 

"AMOMMrlWDJftror 
Mon-Gal 7 30pm Wad A Sat mat 3pm 

BOOKING TO THE mLLENMUV 


COMEDY THEATRE 359173T 
CC 0171344 4444 
•EDWARD FOUCa MacmBan a 
too-doforco’EStd 
■CURE MOONS agsaMnr F.T 
kiHu0iWtflmofa p s 

ALETTES OF 
RESIGNATION 

XJna of tha noil Banta raid 
pomrfal ptow hi tin WWt QrL' 

Tine Out 

Mot-Sal Engs 7 45 
Mats Vfed 300. Sals 4.00 


CRITERION 369 1737/3444444 
3RD HILARIOUS YEAR 

THE REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

Shakespeare (abridgad) 
Al 37 Plays m 07 MmsBS 
•WtortouTTmas 
“Go NonTStntay Tunes 
Mas Thu-at 1 sat a 5 
StoaM. Besatflpm 
THE COMPLETE MSTDflY OF 
AHBBCA (abridged) 
_ Tuasd»a8pm _ 


COMMON 01716SG t8®!B90 

200200880 20402001714200000 

Pg lee) Gips 0171416 60960171 

3121997/0800614903 

DISNEY'S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

THE NEW HIT MUSICAL 
"AN ENCHANTING EVEMNG- 

OENUINaY GLORIOUS- DT0 

“A FEAST OF GOOD FUN" OMa* 

Ha« Group RSte-NcM Booking 

MorhSat730.WMASalMas230 


DOMIAR WAREHOUSE 369 1732 

THE FRONT PAGE 

Ud Season-28 Feb 
Mon-Sal7J0 IWed&StfMas3 


PRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 

SS cc (B*g tea) 24h 7 dap 0171494 
5000344 4444)43)0003 &pg 434 
5454^4133311/3129000 

MISS SAIGON 

“THECU8SIC LOVE STORY 
OFOURTWE" 

now Birrs 

07H BREATHTAKMG YEAR! 

Eras 7.45 MSts Wad 5 Sat 3 ptn 

Good aorta an! far Wed Mat 
A aoma parti-apply Rrt. 


DUCHB83QICC 241W0171434 
SW494 538a'4ai0000(ElsHV 
ClWOJQiJ^B+JOin 4945454 

SCISSOR HAPPY 
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man who cannot tell a lie 



What has Richard 
Eyre done in his first 
100 days at the ITV 
Network Centre? 
Interview by 
Raymond Snoddy 

ten years every time 
d Eyre, chief executive 
of the ITV Network Centre:, has 
gone for anew job he has felt the 
need to. make a: confession about an 
important turning point in his life. For a 
while be drought his career in the media 
might he over 'because of what had 
happened. Indeed, he believes he was 
ruled out of the final round for one 
particularly attractive and influential job 
when he raised the issue openly. 

The problem is that Eyre. 43. who this 
week unveiled his plans for the revival of 
ITV, will not tell lies! He does not fed the 
need to blurt out everything he knows in 
any negotiation, but ever since he “got 
God” a decade ago and joined the house 
church movement, the evangelical renais¬ 
sance that was against traditional denom¬ 
inations lait has almost become one in its 
own right, Eyre will simply not tell a lie. 

The gradual conversion of the Oxford- 
educated politico philosophy and eco- 
naniks graduate came *at- a most 
incarrvaiiett time — just as he got the job 
hehad always wanted—media director of 
tfae . Barthe Bogle Hagarty advertising 
agency. 

“1 thought it was going to be career 
martyrdom. I thought 1 would have to 
resign. The business of media wheeling 
and dealing involved, an awful lot of 
concealing the truth. The tiling you do 
from the beginning is lie about the 
budget" says the quietly spoken Eyre 
who would not dream of trying to thrust 
his beliefs on others. However, instead of 
career martyrdom, having a reputation 
for telling the truth and sticking by his 
agreements has turned out to be a 
strength, even in the. cut-throat world of 
the media. From advertising he moved on 
to. run Capital Radio, the commensal 
radio group, before being chosen last year 
as tile man to lead ITV out of declining 
ratings and ageing audiences. 

Eyre who while at Capital tried to put 
together the merger between Capital and 
Richard Branson’s virgin Radio, recently 
introduced himself to Chris Evans, of 
Ginger Productions, the man who torpe¬ 
doed the deal. “I Ye heard about you.” said 
Evans. “YouYe the kind of guy you want 
to do a deal with because you are a 
Christian. You are not allowed to lie." 

Eyre says, however, that his beliefs, and 
sensitivities over what. sort, .of ,pro¬ 
gramme a mainstream - broadcaster 
should show, cost hhn the chance to 
become chief executive of Channel 4. 
“They ruled me out,” says Eyre, who 
regularly plays the guitar at his house 
church. 

At a clandestine meeting in the Savoy 
Hold with the Channel 4 selection 
committee — Mary McAleese, now Presi¬ 
dent of Ireland, David Plowright, the 
former head of Granada Television, and 
Sir Michael Bishop, the then chairman of 


PESJEHSON 



Having a reputation for telling the truth and sticking to his agreements has turned out to be a strength for Richard Eyre, even in the cut-throat world of the media 


Channel 4. the questions were entirely 
about his faith- “They didn’t talk about 
anything else. I think it was the single 
biggest issue. 1 am a very competitive kind 
of a bod and. for that reason, I was 
annoyed, but it was the right decision," 
Eyre says. 

His unwillingness to tefl lies, or to get 
involved with Channel 4 programmes 
such as Eurotrash, means that iahis new 
jiib he slroiild" be' believed when; he 
proclaims his belief in the future of mass 
broadcasting and insists on the impor¬ 
tance of quality programmes. He must 
equally be taken seriously when he 
unveils in public, as he did this week, a 
target far ITV in 2000 — that it should by 
then have achieved a 40 per cent audience 
share in prime viewing hours. 

As recently as 1994 ITV had a prime¬ 
time share of 44J per cent By the end of 
1997, competition from a re-invigorated 


BBC, Channel 4, Chan¬ 
nel 5 and an expanding 
cable and satellite sector 
had reduced the ITV 
share to 38.8 per cent 

To try to get the share 
bade to 40 per cent looks 
like a modest aim. In fact 
Eyre is in no doubt about 
how difficult the target 
will be to achieve. He has pledged himself 
to tiy to increase the share of one single, if 
still substantial, channel in die face of the 
imminent arrival of systems offering 200 
channels of digital television. BBCI has 
been identified as the main target — the 
only place where, large enough numbers 
can be found to try to woo away. 

The fight back, Eyre insists, began on 
Monday as he outlined his plans to 
advertisers 100 days after taking over at 
the ITV Network Centre. Eyre explains 



that he wants to make 
ITV “the principal main¬ 
stream broadcaster with 
larger viewing numbers 
than any of its rivals 
while improving the au¬ 
dience profile through 
quality programmes". 

He is speaking in a 
rather bleak office bur¬ 
ied in the heart of the ITN building in 
London's Gray's Inn Road. There is the 
usual paraphernalia of the media execu¬ 
tive. the television sets and the video 
recorder. The thing that most catches the 
eye is a football covered in autographs. 
The names are those of the Wimbledon 
team that once again a voided relegation 
last season. Even in serious matters such 
as football. Eyre has a taste for minority 
causes. 

The new chief executive took the job 


because he was convinced that he has the 
full support of the four largest ITV groups 
— Granada, Carlton. United News and 
Media and Scottish Media — for the 
counter-offensive and the extra pro¬ 
gramme budgets that will entail. 

The extra money for programme bud¬ 
gets will come at 3 time when ITV is losing 
its payments from Channel 4 and when it 
needs to put its hands in its pocket to fund 
ITV2 on digital terrestrial television. 

“I found a passionate commitment to 
doing it differently. At the end of the day 
they [the ITV owners] were either sublime 
conjurers or they really meant this. 1 
concluded they really meant it, and I think 
we have changed more in three months 
than in the past three years.” says Eyre. 

The changes have included bringing in 
David Liddiment, once the executive 
producer of ITV’s top-rated programme. 
Coronation Street, as network director. 


and John Hardie as marketing director 
from Procter & Gamble. ITV has not seen 
the need to have a marketing director for 
the past few years. 

Apart from reversing the climate of 
decline, Eyre'S commandments include 
getting ITV to a a and take decisions like a 
single company, even though under 
broadcasting legislation it cannot be a 
unified company, and looking again at 
every single programme genre. 

“David (Liddiment) ana his team have 
taken on the chin the fact that (TV has 
followed and not led. The message is to 
look to ITV for innovation in future," says 
Eyre. Although viewers are unlikely to 
notice much difference before 1999. the 
plans include “more proud factual pro¬ 
grammes" — programmes that are no 
longer hidden away in the schedule by 
being run ai the same time as the BBC's 
EastEnders. 

Eyre also promises fewer but better 
comedies on ITV. He notes that it was 
Liddiment. who. when at the BBC. took 
Men Behaving Badly. a disappointing 
ITV comedy, and turned ir into a hit. This 
he hopes to achieve by using the “nursery 
slopes" of late-night television to try out 
and develop fresh ideas. New efforts will 
be made to try to anract some of the lost 
younger viewers. This will be done by 
introducing younger themes and 
storylines into the programmes rather 
than through making more self-con¬ 
sciously “yoof" programmes. 

T he shape of the ITV schedule is. 
however, complicated by the 
future of News at Ten. Two new 
schedules are being developed, 
one with the news programme in its 
traditional place and the other with the 
News at Some Other Time. A business 
plan will be worked out for moving News 
at Ten , and its implications considered 
before a decision is taken by the ITV 
companies whether or not to ask the 
Independent Television Commission for 
permission for what would be seen as a 
radical change. 

But amid all the plans for better 
marketing: do you market ITV or the 
individual companies such as Granada: 
more vigorous promotion of pro¬ 
grammes: energetic lobbying to try to 
reduce the amount of money ITV pays to 
the Government: taking in more advertis¬ 
ing: Eyre is convinced that more impor¬ 
tant issues are at stake. 

It is vital, he believes, to preserve “the 
social glue” of the shared experience of 
mass market programming. It is a 
sociological issue that goes far beyond 
simply providing larger audiences for 
advertisers. There is nothing else in the 
UK, he notes, that 16 million people do 
simultaneously now on a regular basis 
except watch Coronation Street. 

For Eyre, who understands media 
cynicism perfectly but does not wholly 
share it. ITV is “a very important national 
asset, culturally and economically", and 
even rivals, in their more reflective 
moments, want it to remain a strong 
competitor. 

Tlie notion that we are facing a future 
where ITV is somehow hobbled seems to 
me horrifying. I dont think it is necessary 
but I think we have got to be very radical 
to ensure that we succeed," says Eyre. 

And we know he means it, so we had 
better believe him. 



Red: or will it be unread? 


Atkinson has promised himself a year off work but the BBC has some work in mind for him 


IS IT the end for One Foot in the Grave 
ler five series and six specials? Not really. In 
week when the debate raged about why 
Jay’s television doesn’t .make comedy as 
od as Dad's Army. I went to meet Grave’s 
sator, David Renwkk. lt is true that he feds 
has run out of inspiration for the series 
d -was in agony writing the rece nt Ch rist; 

as spedaL But there is more than a streak of 

cfar Meldrew melancholy in his character, 
hat Berwick actually means is that he has 
tiling under way ... who knows about the 
tore? 

And this is the point about frit television 


shows, most vividly demonstrated by Jerry 
Seinfeld’s decision to end America’s favourite 
sitcom. You cannot force creative people, they 
have to be fired up. Ren wick has been ab¬ 
sorbed by his dark new BBCI mystoy series. 
Jonathan Greek, writing three episodes for 
the second series, which starts next week. long 
before .it was commissioned. Geoff Perkins, 
head rtf BBC comedy, inducting One Foot in 
the Grave, is meanwhile trying to persuade 
Ben Elton and Rowan Atkinson (who has 
pledged not to wotk for a year) to make a third 
series of their police comedy The Thin Blue 
Line. Thank God he’s an optimist 


■ THIS week the “biggest 
women's magazine launch for 
a decade" is being held — for 
the much-hyped Red. de¬ 
signed for those in their 
"middle youth". Well, you 
would never sell magazines 
by saying that they are geared 
to jaded old career women in 
their thirties, would you? 

Jumping on the increasing¬ 
ly tiresome Bridget Jones 
bandwagon. Red describes a 
typical readers week, which 
is supposed to include lusting 
after French Connection 
leather skirts, speculating on 
the sexiness of Des Lynam, 
and putting off tidying the 
house to paint her nails. What 
patronising drivel. 

I would have thought the 
kind of reader Red wants to 
attract does not need to be told 
in such an irritating way how 
she spends her time. 

This is one of the most 
unoriginal and boring new 
magazines that I have ever 
read. U is staffed with 
former executives of Elle. 
who have dished up a dreary 
mix of fashion, shopping and 
columns, with a touch of 
Marie Claires tyle tough re¬ 
porting and a seasoning of 
House & Garden -style interi¬ 
or design. 

■ BUT then Red does not 


have Dr Helen Peters. 28, the 
agony doctor for Company. 
and pan-rime GP. 

Last week I reported scepti¬ 
cism over her insight that 
men worry about “droopy 
testicles" as much as women 
fret about saggy breasts. Dr 
Peters rang to explain. She 
said that in 95 per cent of men 
the left testicle should natu¬ 
rally hang lower than the 
right This is because it has a 
stronger blood supply (from 
the aorta) than the right 
which relies on the renal 
artery. She added: “If men 
can pluck up enough courage 
— and they are much more 
reticent than women — they 



Dr Peters: explanation 

do ask about such things." 
She wondered whether the 
fashion for baggy jeans and 
boxer shorts was all part of 
this male shyness about 
droopy anatomy. 

BBC 


A very private function 


■ THE FULL story of how 
tie new chairman of Channel 
. Vanni Treves, was selected 
inaJIy filtered out this week, 
he truth is that Channel 4* 
tominee. Sir Colin Southgate 
[Thorn EMI. did not make 
lie final shortlist because he 
ras' not deemed the nghf 
wn for the job- But the 
^dependent Television Com- 
lission was worried about 
nposing its choice on me 
hief executive, MichaeWack- 
So it arranged for Jack- 


City lawyer, won out over the 

younger runner-up, Howard 
Dyer, non-executive diaii^ 
man of Hamleys. Underlying 
the process is the conviction 
thai Michael Jackson, after 
years of BBC moulding, 

needs all the help he can get in 

adapting to Channel 4* qua¬ 
si-commercial environment. 
There are plenty at the BBC 
who now rue die costly deal 
he is said to have personally 
struck with Noel Edmonds. 




Up the Creek: Alan Davies and Caroline Quentin 


fl LADY HOWE held a party 
this week at the Westminster 
offices of the Broadcasting 
Standards Commission: 
Chris Smith, the Culture, 
Media and Sport Secretary, 
John Birt. the Director-Gen¬ 


eral of the BBC Peter Rogers, 
foe chief executive of the 
Independent Television Com¬ 
mission. and Michael Jack- 
son, die chief executive of 
Channel 4 flocked ro help to 
sip the place dry (wine ran out 
at 7.40pm). All these bodies 


■ CAROLINE Quentin has 
avoided the press since the 
failure of her marriage to the 
comedian Paul Merton. But 
she has a constant companion 
in her life. Oily, f sat next to 
Oily at a screening of Jona¬ 
than Creek, in which Quentin 
stars with the comedian Alan 
Davies. Then the happy 
couple nipped bade to the 


National Theatre, where Car¬ 
oline- is rehearsing for The 
London Cuckold. 

OUy is cosy, furry and wags 
his rail. Dogs are quite the 
thing for women in the media: 
Creek’s producer. Verity Lam¬ 
bert, had left her hound. 
Arthur Daley, guarding her 
desk. “Dogs are far more 
reliable titan men.” she says. 


h. So it arranged wr MONDAY sees the relaunch of The European as a argue there is no place for the 

n to meet the two foiahtfs. "T. , ^ weekly for business people, mastermind- BSC in the long term. How- 

energetic EuroscEptic AndrcwNdl, the Editor-in- erer. there is nothing people 
» outgone chairmOT Mr oy ^ auQ f^ m he M ^ of plans to set up an Insight- 

typS^fiii Brussels to dig out scandals. But no bureau durf 
j other member of Channel JCTf appointed. The European without an EC 

Ncf^says he's still interviewing for the post. 


—■i 

like more than a reason to go 
out In dreary January, even if 
it means rubbing shoulders 
until moralising censors. 


■ FINAL TIP: the best programme I have watched this 
week was The Guccis on Channel 5. Had it been fiction, it 
would have been called far-fetched. Part two is on Sunday 
at 7.05pm. The programme is precisely the kind of glitzy but 
absorbing new^tyle documentary tint all television chan¬ 
nels are chasing. 

It i$ also one indicator of why Channel 5 was able to de- 
dare this week that it has hit its audience targets. The station 
is now being spoken about as that rare thing, a successful 
media launch. 


Politics and 
pop could clash 

Chris Ayres queries the wisdom 
of creating a music task force 


THE relationship between 
politicians and pop stars has 
traditionally been marked by 
mutual suspicion. There is 
therefore something deeply 
worrying about Chns Smith’S 
decision this week to ask prop 
stars and their record com¬ 
pany bosses to advise his 
department on policy affecting 
the British music industry. 

Although the Culture. 
Media and-Sport Secretary no 
doubt gets a thrill from mixing 
with wealthy celebrities, he 
should remember that, for 
politicians, working closely 
with pop stars can be a risky 
business. Likewise, both musi¬ 
cians and record company 
tycoons should note that tiro 
music industry has so far 
managed to flourish without 
government interference. 

A glance at the collection of 
worthies invited to join Mr 
Smith’s discussion group (the 
Government no longer likes 
the term task force), reveals 
rich potential for conflict and 
embarrassment- 

in spite of the fiasco over the 
Millennium Dome, the Gov¬ 
ernment appears to be con¬ 
vinced that politicians and 
creative types can jointly reach 
sensible derisions. This will be 
tested with the appointment to 
the group of Mick Hucknall, 
the lead singer oF Simply Red. 
Mr Hucknall, a Labour sup¬ 
porter and multimillionaire, is 
not afraid to speak his mind. 

However, the groups most 
vociferous member will prob¬ 
ably be Alan McGee, the 
Glaswegjan tycoon responsi¬ 
ble for discovering Oasis and 
signing them to Creation, his 
record label. Mr McGee, who 
survived a drug-induced 
breakdown in 1993 and still 
managed to become a multi¬ 
millionaire. is certainly a con¬ 
troversial character for any 
politician to embraceJust as 


potentially dangerous are Mr 
McGee’s links to the 
Gallagher brothers them¬ 
selves, whose outspoken opin¬ 
ions on drug use caused the 
Government serious head¬ 
aches after their visit last year 
to a Downing Street party. 

The appointment to the 
group of Martin Mills, chair¬ 
man of the Beggars Banquet 
record label, may also attract 
significant attention. Mr Mills 
has gained most of his success 
from the dance band the 
Prodigy, whose latest video — 
for a song called Smack My 
Bitch Up — has caused wide¬ 
spread outrage because of its 
explicit content 

The discussion group's less 
controversial members in¬ 
clude Rob Dickens, chairman 
of the British Phonographic 
Industry and chairman of 
Warner Music UK: Brian 
McLaughlin, managing direc¬ 
tor of the HMV record chain: 
and Sir Tim Rice, the lyridsL 

THE BIG problem for Mr 
Smith is that artists such as 
the Prodigy and Oasis are 
responsible for indirectly em¬ 
ploying up to 160.000 people 
in the UK, and earning more 
than £25 billion for the econo¬ 
my each year. But pop stars 
also traditionally hold ideals 
that are incompatible with the 
harsh realities of govemment. 

At the moment the discus¬ 
sion group's agenda looks 
benign, with the Government 
backing Rob Dickens's pro¬ 
posal to modify copyright law 
m rover the digital distribu¬ 
tion of intellectual property. 
Mr Smith also wants the 
group to examine ways to 
improve music teaching in 
schools. However, the mar¬ 
riage between Mr McGee et al 
and the Government still 
looks uneasy, and may well 
end in tears. 
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Original cast Sally Knyvetle, left Gareth Thomas and Jan Chappell, from the Seventies TV series Blake's Seven 

Return of 70s Seven 

Y Blake’s Seven team Meg Carter hails the radio the massacre as a barfdrear 

a bloody ambush revival of a TV sci-fi series go^back in rime — “for a pas 


Y ou might think the 
Blake’s Seven team 
were gunned down in 
a bloody ambush 
under the beady eye of their 
duplicitous leader, Avon. 16 
years ago. You'd be wrong. 

They are making a long- 
awaited return tomorrow with 
a new adventure. The Seven¬ 
fold Crown, to be broadcast on 
Radio 4. The production is the 
idea of Brian Lighthiii. the 
drama producer whose first 
break was as the producer of 
Blake's Seven when it started 
out on BBC120 years ago. 

The demise of the intrepid 
crew, who rose to fame during 
only five series of the television 
sci-fi adventure on BBC!, is a 
saga in itself. Lighthiii says: 
"The reasons for discontinu¬ 
ing it were whim, vogue and 
editorial trends. At the rime 
major movie producers such 
as George Lucas were making 
special effects-laden sci-fi ex¬ 
travaganzas. There was a feel¬ 
ing that television just oould 
not compete." 

Blake's Seven fans launched 
a campaign for the show’s 
return, gaining additional 
support from overseas audi¬ 
ences. Even today Horizon, 


the longest-running fan club of 
Blake's Seven, maintains an 
enthusiastic presence on the 
Internet. Pleas for fresh adven¬ 
tures, however, have fallen on 
deaf ears. Until now. 

Lighthiii takes up the story: 
“About three years ago 1 ap¬ 
plied for a contract at BBC 
Radio, having produced 
numerous TV programmes, 
ranging from Pickwick Papers 
to Bmokside. And i suggested 
a radio version of Blake’s 
Seven.” 

There has long been a 
dearth of science fiction on 
radio, but significant audience 
interest. And, of course, there 
were the Blake's Seven fans. 
But ultimately it was commer¬ 
cial pragmatism that swung 
the BBC radio commissioner's 
vote. 

With continued interest in 
the original TV series from 
overseas broadcasters and a 
recent re-run on UK satellite 
TV. the project caught the 
interest of the BBCs commer¬ 
cial arm, BBC Worldwide, it 


put up a significant proportion 
of the budget estimated to be 
about £35,000, in lieu of pred¬ 
icted overseas sales and reve¬ 
nue from a spin-off audio¬ 
cassette. 

“I was appealing to the 
fans," says Lighthiii. “There 
was nothing intrinsic in 
Blake's Seven that made it 
automatically good for radio. 
If anything, irs harder 
because of the running, jump¬ 
ing and fighting that takes 
place. But the characters and 
humour are what really make 
it work." 


L ighthiii joined forces 
with the veteran sci-fi 
author Barry Letts, 
who recently wrote 
radio exploits featuring Dr 
Who for Radio 5 Live and 
Radio 2. "it was quite a 
challenge," he says. 

The action takes place be¬ 
tween the penultimate and 
final programmes, which end¬ 
ed with most of the regulars 
being killed. Lighthiii says the 


team considered writing off 
the massacre as a bad dream 
sequence but opted instead to 
go back in time — "for a past 
adventure that didn't make it 
to TV”. 

The producers had little 
trouble casting all but two of 
the original series'cast, includ¬ 
ing Paul Darrow as Avon. 
Steven Pacey as Tarrant. 
Michael Keating as Vila and 
Jacqueline Pearce as Servalan. 
Many, notably Darrow, regu¬ 
larly attend Blake’s Seven 
conventions around the world. 

The result, a 90-minute 
play, goes out at 2-30 tomor¬ 
row. The audio-cassette with 
additional action sequences 
and interviews with the cast 
went on sale last week. It is too 
soon to say whether Blake's 
Seven will return as a series, 
but Jan Paterson, the head of 
spoken word at BBC World¬ 
wide. says that early indica¬ 
tions of sales are “en¬ 
couraging". 

He adds: ** Blake's Seven has 
cult status. Sci-fi works well 
for us on audio. Radio is 
increasingly being recognised 
for its potential to resurrect 
programmes once popular on 
television." 


Red tops are on the slide 


Y ear by year sales of 
mass-market tabloids 
are inexorably falling 
and nobody, least of all their 
editors, knows why. Is it that 
they lack passion? Ought 
they to be more serious? Are 
readers bored by a front¬ 
page agenda of soap opera 
and royals? 

Are their readers, particu¬ 
larly women, more intelli¬ 
gent than editors think? Are 
they sick of all the pu nning 
headlines? Did Jack Straw, 
and particularly his son 
William, really deserve the 
treatment they got from The 
Mirror 

Nobody knows the an¬ 
swers to these questions, and 
if they suggest they do, they 
are charlatans. 

Yet as the year-end sales 
records for 1997 from the 
Audit Bureau of Circula¬ 
tions emphasise, such ques¬ 
tions are deeply worrying for 
mass-market editors. They 
show that sales of The Sun, 
The Mirror and Daily Star 
were down, year-on-year, by 
348,000 (5 per cent). On 
Sundays, sales of the News 
of the World, The People 
and Sunday Mirror fell by 
460,000 (also 5 per cent). 

T here was better news 
elsewhere. On both 
weekdays and Sun¬ 
days, overall sales of the 
middle-market tabloids and 
the broadsheets were up (see 
table). 

Eight newspapers record¬ 
ed increased sales — the 
Financial Times (up 14 per 
cent worldwide). The Times, 
Daily Mail, The Mail on 
Sunday, The Sunday Times. 
The Sunday Telegraph and. 
notably, the Independent on 
Sunday and The Express on 
Sunday. Four — the FT, The 
Times, Daily Mail and The 
Mail on Sunday — sold 
more in December (when 
sales slide) than in Januaiy.-- 
None was a mass-market 
tabloid. 

Yet again newspaper per¬ 
formances during 1997 — as 
well as over the past five 
nears — demonstrated the 
power of market leadership 
and the obviously shifting 
social context in which mass- 
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market editors are working. 

That power, supported by 
milli on s spent on marketing, 
is shown by Associated 
■ Newspapers, which owns 
the Daily -Mail and The 
Mail on Sunday, and News 
International owner of The' 
Times, The Sunday Times, 
The Sun and News of the 
World. 

Set up only 15 years ago, 
when the then Sunday Ex¬ 
press sold 2.7 million copies 
a week. The Mail on Sun-. 
day now sells twice as many 
copies as its rival —and Last 
year overtook the Sunday 
Mirror, (he second most 
popular paper in the mass 


market, which dropped by 
200,000. Similarly, the Daily 
Mail which overtook the 
then Daily Express only ten 
years ago, now sells almost 
twice as many copies as The 
Express. Within five years it 
has increased its lead over 
The Express from 267,000 to 
more than a' million and 
increased its share of every 
thousand national newspa¬ 
pers sold by 39 as The 
Mirror's share has dropped 
by 24. 

On Sundays, the two 
News International tides 
now sell an extra 20 copies in 
‘ every thousand papers sold 
compared with five years 


ago. Berth outsell their two 
main rivals. On weekdays 
over the same period (using 
the same index), the market 
share of The Times is up by 
31 and The Sun's by 25. 

Although sales fell last 
year. The Sun has increased 
its lead over The Mirror 
since 1992 from 831,000 to 
1.4 million. 

• The newspapers that suf¬ 
fered the biggest percentage 
fall in sales were the Daily 
Star, The Independent, The 
People, Sunday Mirror and 
The Observer. ’ 

• In the past five years Tkt w 
Guardian has increased its 
lead over The Independent 
from 59,000 to 162,000. 
though it still has unresolved 
problems at The Observer 
which, despite its renewed 
vigour, is failing to achieve 
liftoff. 

• Almost half the sale of the 
FT—151.500 — is abroad. 


SALES IN 1997: DAILY TITLES 


AV Dally 

Compared to 


MARKET SHARE 

Paper 

Sate 

- December 96 

+/- 

% 

Popular 

% 

% 

THE SUN 

3,678/125 

. . -175030 

-4.54 

35.19 

27.71 

MIRROR 

2^210,820 

-95276 

■4.13 

21.15 

16.65 

EXPRESS 

1,135^23 

1053 

0.09 

10.87 


MAIL 

2,189,907 

119275 

5.76. . 

20.95 


STAR 

579,885 

-78207 

-11.88 

5-25 


RECORD ' 

657,558 

-33854- 

-420 

829 

4/23 

TOTAL 

10,452,618 

-262039 

-2.45 

100.00 

78.73 

THE TIMES 

783,359 

42650 

5.76 

27.74 

5.90 

TH£GRAPH 

1,081,876 

-50422 

-4.45 

38.31 

8.16 

GUARDIAN 

389^76 

■910 

-023 

13.79 

2/33 

INDEPENDENT 

227,060 

-2S273 

-10.02 

8.04 

1.71 

HN.T1MES * 

342,122 

41645 

13JB6 

12.12 

2J58 

TOTAL QUALITY 

2£23,793 

7690 

027 

100.00 

2127 

GRAND TOTAL 

13,276/111 

-254349 

-1.88 


100.00 

SALES IN 1997: SUNDAY TITLES | 


December 97 

Av. Sunday 

Compared to 


MARKET SHARE 

Paper 

Sale 

December 96 

+/- 

Popular 

Ail Titles 

MO.W. 

4,303/348 

-51785 

-1.19 

36.82 

29.61 

PEOPLE 

1,827,308 

-200137 

-9.87 

15.63 

12/T7 

MIRROR 

2,102210 

-209428 

-9/16 

17.99 

14.46 

EXPRESS 

1,045,505 

-55904 

-5J» 

8/34 

7.19 

MAIL 

2,151,510 

104087 

SM 

18.41 

14.80 

TOTAL 

11,688258 

-395278 

-327 

100.00 

80.41 

SUNDAY TIMES 

1,304,138 

37514 

296 

45.80 

8.97 

OBSERVER 

407,306 

-39478 

-824 

1420 

2.80 

TELEGRAPH 

869,700 . . 

4567 • 

0/i3 

30.54 

5/36 

INDEPENDENT 

266£30 

3407 

129 

936 

123 

TOTAL QUALITY 

2/347,674 

6010 

021 

100.00 

19.59 

GRAND TOTAL 

14,535/332 

-389(268 

-2*1 


100.00 

* Totals include Sunday Sport 




Source: ABC 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714814481 


MEDIA, SALES & MARKETING 


FAX: 

0171 782 7826 


DIRECTOR - MARKETING AND SALES ^ 


Head of Sales 


Based Dubai, 
United Arab 
Emirates 


Excellent 

expatriate 

compensation 

package 


Do you want to play a major role at the forefront 
of an exciting new telecommunications operation? 


Our client is a recently established group which 
will, later this year, launch a unique mobile 
sateWte system, offering global communications 
services, using pocket-sired handsets. The 
system is being financed by a private 
international consortium or tetecommurvcabons 
ana industrial companies. The Middle East 
operation will act as the gateway operator 
responsible for the provision of service in 21 
countries in the region. 

A top-class marketing and sales professional is 
now being sought who. reporting ro the CEO. 
will develop and er.ecute long-term and annual 
plans, including distribution strategies, product 
and pricing strategies and PR programs in Dne 
with global strategic goals. 

To be considered for mis demanding rote, you 
will need to demonstrate the following: 

• Educated to degree level, preferably in a 
business and/or technical discipline. 


■ A minimum 10 years' sales and marketing 
experience m a reputable and fast-movmg 
cellular organisation. 

■ Exposure to operations in a gateway 
territory environment, where multiple 
countries are supported 

■ A good track record in product 
management, with saategic and budgetary 
responsibilities anc 'bottom-tine - F&L 
accountability 

- Excellent communication skills, flexibility, 
creativity a hands-on ream oriented style, 
together v/itn tne highly developed 
influencing skills necessary to negotiate and 
operate in a mufccj.Tural environment. 

Tnre « a challenging note which calls for an 
energetic profession?.: ivrto can roll up their 
sleeve: in a dynamo business situation and 'get 
things done', working ciosely with the other 
members of the management team. 


Interested candidates Should write in confidence to Graham Thomas, quoting 
reference number 6245. at Nicholson International (Search £. Selection 
Consultants). PG Eox 29453. Dubai. UAE. or alternatively fax your details to 

9714 557334 or email to nktaba Wmbif s.mt.aa 


m 


Nicholson 

International 

- Middle Eort - 


International Media Pic 

Substantial Salary, Bonus & Car 

High-profile, prestigious role motivating large 
team and driving significant advertising sales. 

THE COMPANY 

♦ European arm of global group, pre-eminent In media and ♦ Significant advertising and proir 
communications. marketing involvement. 


London 


♦ Strong reputation for leading the field, breaking new ground 
and achieving success. 

♦ Market/brand leader in core sectors. 


Significant advertising and promotion budget with full 
marketing Involvement. 

Strategic input to business direction in light of changing 
competitive conditions and new technology. 


QUALIFICATIONS 

THE POSITION ♦ Strong sales management record. Ability do motivate staff to 

♦ Member of senior management team. Industry figure and deliver impressive results In fast-paced environment, 

opinion leader. Responsible for in excess of £I00m turnover ♦ Understanding of telesales derived from media sales or call 
and large sales team. centre environment. Good knowledge of IT systems. 

♦ Full revenue responsibility. Budgeting and financed planning. ♦ Business manager. CbmmerdaUy astute with budgeting and 

Manage large salesforce targeting wide-ranging client sectors. financial planning skills. ^ 6 

♦ Presence. Credible at all levels. Excellent communicator. 
Please send fun cv, stating salary, ref LG80102, to NBS, 54 Jertnyn Street, London SWIY 6LX 
Fax 0171 491 0447 Tel 0171 493 6392 


Aberdeen* E&7Hingfafn■ Bristol• CartSff■ Gty• Edhburgh• Glasgow 


Leeds • London • Manchester • Racflett • Slough * Madrid ■ Paris 


NB Selection 


A S'® Resources pic company 


NBS 


A/m B£/ja Orj KsaMt T-nx >r n K*nl (—j^ 5 *criq Krtjjry mfta arm IX, Pztxrc =enj 5 » (L^u 'xr^rxrr bn tnay U*£ m 


NEW YEAR NEW CAREER 


The people who work for me are graduates, bankers, 
lawyers, teachers, ex-forces personnel, redundant 
people - in short, professionals who have "mowed on*' 
by choice or otherwise. We wifl train you in the 
dynamic art of selling advertising space, pay you tor 
your trouble, and pay you handsomely when the deals 
start to roll in. 

Change is very hard I remetriber how hard it was to 
leave my‘proper 1 job, but I now earn a fortune and I 
enjoy dong it 

tl you live in or around London, give me. 

Carol England 0171 91S 9933 or 0171 262 4832 
it you want to know more. 


WRITERS, ARTISTS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 

We warn to commission articles, illustrations & photographs 
for HORIZON, our new monthly children's magazine for 
7-11 year oH boys & girls. Unsobdlrf coom buboes also 
welcome if accompanied by an SAE. Please WRITE, 
enclosing a day dmc tcL no. ux 

The Editor, Horizon. Ethos Pnbfisbing, P.O. BOX 1061, 
Newcastle. State STS SUL Td/fa* 01782 680180. 


MARKETING"' 

MANAGER 

Dynamic Hi-Tech Business to Business Market 


Salary package c£40K + car 

Gur cher,!. a major division cj a rruiti-Eationa; Sice Chip 
organisation, has an enviable reputation for quabty and product 
dewlopmanL its more sxtio electitiruc and agygfaraH 

software, to so alongside its cee aimarip protiucs. has saetigtirened 
its past:on to challenge for leadersJnp v/Kfca :ts bussi&ss to 
business market. As a result of rapid growth aed yrtih the sheer 
speed of new product tnaevatar. they seek an experienced, 
hands-on professional marketeer. 

L Haportng to the Divisional Dcecwr you vriS manage a small 
marketing team to ensure that product are brought to market 

Please sead your fun career and salary 


Bedfordshire 

quickly and chat both short and long hfe cycle products maximise 
their potential. You will be responsible across tire marketing mi?, 
from establishing the marketing plan, through to creating, 
implementing and monitoring marketing communications and 
activities including advertising; PR and exhibitions. 

To succeed in this exciting new opportunity, you should have 
a track; record of achievement wrhin a fast moving, technically 
d em anding, business to buaoesa marketing enviro nm ent. Your i 
enthusiasm, energy and practical application will all be i 
required to meet tire challenge within this demanding tola m 

to Richard Ed mo ndson, Hereari Uml f 

un B3 2BT, treating idutact 0501/225. f 


Study from home far a new 
earner or second hcotm. 
A12 week-PuMc Reborns, 
PiMctyS Promotions' 



See also Education 
0800371500 
4441932850008 


comet or jomuMUM 


RETAIL SALES PERSON 

required by 

Spink 

in thier developing medal related, luxury 
goods department 3 years + retail sales 
experience is essentiaL 

Salary negotiable. 

Please reply in writing, enclosing full CV, to 

Personnel Department, Spink & Son Ltd, 

5 King Street, St James’s, London SWIY 6QS. 


Mercuri UrvaL 


ALL BOX NUMBER REPLIES 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO: 
BOX No._’ 

D/O THE TIMES NEWSPAPERS 
P.O. BOX 3553, VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 

























































| tables on 
the maitre d’ 

. Do restaurants take customers for 
Zi' a ride? Linda Agran is going to find 
“ out. Interview by Carol Midgley 




- 1 S 


■ i ver since the days when 

1 J Graham Kerr, the Galloping 

■ 1 . Gourmet, would select a 

member of the audience to 
devour the meal they had just watched 
him prepare. British television viewers 
have developed a growing addiction to 
food programmes. 

Scarcely a day goes by without some 
offering from the major channels. If we 
are not thrilling over the efforts of the 
Two Fat Ladies or Gary Rhodes, we are 
hanging — tongues Idling — on the 
expert words of Jiliy Goolden or 
Anthony Worrall Thompson. On week¬ 
days alone, the 
terrestrial chan- 
nels serve up at 
least three daily 

food pro- > 

grammes: Can't 
Cook Won't 
Cook and Ready, 

Steady. Cook _ 

(BBC) and Light »■ 

Lunch (Channel 
4). Ready. 

Steady, Cook 
appears four -V 

times in BBC2's 
ratings top 30. ’ - i ^ 

Chefs such as 1 -- - -^—^———: ---:- 

Keith Floyd, CFN’s The Restaurant Show 

Ainsley Harriott 

and Rick Stein have become household 
names. Food and drink fills 15 hours of 
screen time a week. 

There are those who see an irony in 
the growth of home cookery pro¬ 
grammes when sales of ready-made 
meals are booming (£505 million has 
been spent in Britain in the past five 
years) L More significantly, growing 
numbers of people eat out instead. A 
recent NOP poll found that more than 
half of those surveyed admitted to 
spending 30 minutes or less cooking 
and preparing their food on weekdays. 

Now the Carbon Food Network 
(CFN); a cable channel dedicated to 
food, is devoting a series to the flip side 
of our obsession: the people who serve 
it tg us. Are We Being Served?, which 


begins on February 18, will examine 
how ordinary people are treated in 
some of our most fashionable restau¬ 
rants and promises a warts-and-all 
expose of their most heinous crimes, 
from overcharging and bolding tables 
open for celebrities to supercilious 
waiters and restaurants that charge 
even when bookings are cancelled. 

Using near-perfect casting, the pro¬ 
grammes are presented by Linda 
Agran. the feisty Television producer- 
tumed-presenter whose most famous 
commissions include Minder and 
Widows. Agran, who already presents 

__CFN’s The Res- 

iHH taumnt Show , is 
clearly the sort of 
no-nonsense per- 
son who not only 
knows a good 
deal about food 
^and restaurants 
but would not 
? Ejnbl dream of being 
fobbed off with 
shoddy service 

P W lBPB an d sub-stan- 

gljfppfgpf dard food like 
most of tiie meek- 
mannered Brit- 

—- — ■ - -~J Ish public. 

\aurantShow Irritating, if 
seemingly minor, 
details such as vegetables not being 
included in the price of an expensive 
main course bother her. She will have 
no truck with places that live on their 
reputation only and believes consu¬ 
mers should be more demanding. 

“We are not about cooking and chop¬ 
ping and making wonderful dishes." 
.she says of her restaurant series. “It is 
more about how people are treated in 
restaurants. We get at those who are 
resting on their laurels. We do not 
necessarily look at the quality of the 
pate, but at the state of the loos and 
other equally important matters. I 
think it is outrageous, for instance, 
when a gratuity is included in the bill 
but the credit slip is stiff left blank. We 
want to tell people about such things.'’ 



Galloping Gourmet Graham Kerr stirred up the appetite for food shows 


Agran. whose jocular manner is 
similar to that of her best friend. 
Maureen Lipman, is not one to be 
swayed by image. Her favourite eater¬ 
ies are The Ivy for lunch (“it is full of 
light, so you don’t come out blinking 
into the daylight") and The Square for 
dinner. Though the programme’s 
agenda seems suspiciously London- 
weighted. she insists that it tours 
Britain. 

“My idea of hell is the Oxo Tower." 
she says, recounting a recent experi¬ 
ence when she had taken her parents to 
lunch. She had wanted a table with a 
window view but was told it was a first- 
come. first-served system. She arrived 
early when the restaurant was almost 
empty but was stiff shown to a comer 
table while the window seats were 
gloriously vacanL “I had to make a real 
fuss to get moved and you shouldn’t 
have to do that to get good service." she 
says. "It took the edge off the lunch." 

Agran. who married for the first time 
at 44, cheerfully ventures that she was 
a hefty child — at puberty she was 15 


stone — but this has not left her fearful 
of food. “I love food. I love cooking. I 
love walking around food shops, ft is 
sad that as a nation we are so preoccu¬ 
pied with the negatives of food — like, 
will it make us fat? All this stuff about 
having to be supermodels is so dull. I 
think TV should have more fat old bags 
on it- Mavis Nicholson is one of our 
best interviewers but she’s considered 
dumpy and middle-aged and does not 
get the biffing she deserves. 

~ "I love food programmes, as well, 
but it is essential that whoever is in the 
driving seat can express their person¬ 
ality. Rick Stein just happens to be 
passionate about fish and that comes 
across brilliantly." 

Part of CFN’s new series may dwell 
on the experience of the programme’s 
press officer, who was recently charged 
for an extra meal ar a well-known Soho 
restaurant. When she explained the 
mistake, she was. she says, treated 
abysmally. When she complained on 
CFN-headed notepaper, however, the 
problem was instantly rectified. 


How bigger radio 
can be better radio 


jisL ' 


T he adage that all publicity is good 
publicity has its limitations but it 
certainly works for a minor medium 
such as commercial radio, which tends to 
get 'swamped in the marketplace by tele¬ 
vision and national newspapers: For years it 
was known dismissively as “the 2 per cent 
medium" a reference to its share of 
advertising. Radio has pulled itself up by its 
bootstraps' in the past few years to become a 
4.7 per cent medium, and is still motoring. 
Recently it has benefited from the publicity 
generated by the antics of an amazing cast of 
characters, including Chris Evans. Zoc Ball 
and Richard Branson. 

The publicity generated this week by the 
activities of the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission report on the now aborted 
merger between Capital Radio and Virgin 
Radio was of a less positive nature. There 
was enormous interest in the report in the 
radio industry even though Branson has 
already walked off into the sunset with 
Evans, and a Capital-Virgin Radio merger is 
obviously no 

longer a live -- 

issue. What is Tj 1 

a live issue is ^ [■( 

where the sen- . <r*l : ;■ 

sible limits of 

consolidation jJ,. L/J: 

within the in- 
dustiy should 

lie in the interests not just of shareholders, 
but also of listeners and advertisers. 

In its report the MMC took a hard line. 
Radio was a separate advertising market. 
The combination of Capital and Virgin 
would add greatly to Capital's dominance in 
the London market and advertisers might 
have to pay more. The merger should be 
allowed, the MMC concluded, only if 
Capital got rid of its Capital Gold service or 
Virgin gave up Virgin FM in London. 

Unfortunately, there are several problems 
with the MMC approach, even though 
smaller stations such as Xfm, London's 
alternative rock music station, win obvious¬ 
ly be overjoyed that Capital has in effect 
been warned that it will find it difficult to 
become much more powerful in the London 
market 

A good majority of those who submitted 
evidence — whether other radio stations, 
advertising agencies or advertisers—simply 
did not believe that radio was a separate 
media market or that they would suffer as a 
result of a Capital-Virgin merger. Indeed, 
time and again the view was expressed that 
radio is very much a secondary medium and 
larger, more professional groups are needed 
if it is ever to amount to much else. 

The Advertising Association, the trade 


body of the advertising business, argued 
unambiguously that radio competed for 
advertising revenue in a market far larger 
than that bounced by radio. The association, 
which one must assume knows something 
about its trade, doubted whether “any 
attempts at monopolistic activity in the radio 
sector, were they ever to be contemplated, 
would or could be successful". Saalchi & 
Saaichi was in the minority, supporting (he 
MMC line. 

Among advertisers. The Carphone Ware¬ 
house. the fourth-1 argest advertiser on 
commercial radio, supported the acquisition 
and insisted that radio competed with press, 
television and outdoor media. Procter & 
Gamble UK was in the opposite camp, 
expressing concern about the merger. 

The key issue is whether radio as a whole 
is going io flourish in an increasingly com¬ 
petitive world, and larger groups are almost 
certainly necessary for that. Such groups 
should not simply be allowed to line their 
pockets without having more serious pro- 

_ gramme obli- 

j gations im- 

• ly777 077 ft J lhem - By deR_ 

y “ *» •* -* j nition it is dif- 

- / 1 . i ficull to get a 

f.\ ft ft VJ flavour of the 

L/.>S^4ry , v I dozens of local 
I radio stations 

all over Brit¬ 
ain. But there is more than an impression 
that the programme ambitions of too many 
stations do not go much beyond playing the 
latest records combined with phone-ins and 
rudimentary local news. 

Some sorting out needs to be done now 
that radio is becoming a serious grown-up 
medium, not least in clarifying the position 
of the Radio Authority, the regulatory body 
that could disappear into the maw of some 
vast supra-regulatory organisation decreed 
by government 

It may be wise to leave the Radio 
Authority where it is. It has on the whole 
done a good job in extending choice for 
listeners. But two changes would make all 
the difference — both imports from tele¬ 
vision. The authority should be able to insist 
on “quality" programmes from its licensees 
as well as diversity of genres. 

There should also be more room for the 
large groups to expand. Commercial tele¬ 
vision operators are allowed to control 15 per 
cent of the total television audience — 
including the BBC. Radio is. in effect, 
limited to 15 per cent of the commercial 
radio audience. The anomaly is difficult to 
justify. Its removal could help build up the 
radio sector — just so long as there was 
something in it for the listener, too. 



SALES & MARKETING DIRECTOR 

High Tech Healthcare 

Negotiable Salary + Bogans + Executive Package Based North (Close to Ml) 


Part of a S3 Billion International Group, this company 
has enjoyed staggering growth since its UK 
establishment in the early 80’s, with a solid foundation 
m a broad range of high technology therapeutic arenas, 
they are also one of the world’s largest players in several 
markets. The Sales & Marketing Director wiD lead a 
recently merged UK business and will be focused on the 
strategic development and ambitious growth from a 
current platform of 535m turnover. 

Reporting to the Chief Executive the role carries 
responsibility for the management of a team of 30+ 
people, through four key Managers, the group consisting 
of technical marketing, field based, sales, technical and 
nursing staff, inhouse technical support, and 
contracVadministration, jointly contributing to a multi 
Smillion expense budget. 

Key responsibility wiD be for the delivery of business 
objectives regarding sales and profitability whilst 
contributing to the general management of the 


organisation. You will strategically and operationally 
manage the Marketing and Account Management 
functions across ail therapeutic product areas, 
optimising sales through organisation, process and 
motivation, whflsl enjoying regular personal access to 
key customers. You will also maintain dose liaison with 
product and medical development groups at the 
international headquarters, in order to ensure constant 
harmonisation with customer needs. 

Candidates will have an established record of success 
in Sales and Marketing management within High Tech 
Healthcare, ideally with experience of both 
equipment/systems and single use products. 
Comfortable in a sales led customer facing role, you will 
also be an innovative marketeer, demonstrating a 
modem, laterally thinking, entrepreneurial and assertive 
leadership style, with the ability to influence change and 
achieve ambitious company development and 
profitable growth. 


To apply please send full career details to ANDREW EVANS, quoting reference E359/4, at The Recruitment 
Management Group, Hie Mattings, Wllderspool Causeway, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 6PU or telephone 
01925 655222 for an initial discussion. Fax: 01925 650088, e- mail : recrutt@rmg.cybase-co.uk 



Sales and 

Marketing Director 

Package to £65k plus car and benefits 


WINCHESTER 


The Parkereell Group are the dear leaders in the European 
fighting management and maintenance markets. Part of £20b 
multinational Gtintirale Des Eaux, Paricersell have bufretumow 
of £52m with operations in the UK, Fjance, Germany and Ireland- 
Historically, their growth has been achieved through the 
introduction of cost effective programmed lighting maintenance 
to the national, mulfroutJet retail organisations^Significant 
further dewlopment potential exists in ths af ^°^ r 
sectors. Other service offerings indude new image and sqnage 
installation and maintenance for retail petroleum forecourts. 
Reporting to the Managing Director and feeing an account 
andfieWsales team, you vvill be resporesibte fordwefopi^ and 
gaining commitment to the strategic feting and ate^ian 

’iwpjjrementeand to develop service products to meet oirrent 

, and future needs.. Mrr 

•i^iHte- ideallv-with a further business qualrffortran, you 

!»****-« 


experience gained within die business to business service sector 
Experience of selling into the retail sector Is also desirable and 
lighting industry exposure would be advantageous. Your 
achievements will dearfy demonstrate your ability to articulate 
~ a new vision and devise the programmes required to deliver it 
You will have the skills required to align, motivate and inspire 
your team to capitalise on the growth potential that exists, 
combined with the ability to contribute to the general 
management of the bus ness. 

As you would expect, joining a division of such a large multi¬ 
national as Generate Des Eaux, there are many opportunities to 
build arid develop your career. 

7b apply: please write with Of and salary details to our 
advising consultant Angela Garland, GAP Consulting, 
Ringway House, BeH Road, Basingstoke, Hants RG24 8FB. 
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FULFIL YOUR MARKETING MANAGEMENT AMBITIONS IN 
“AN INDIVIDUAL COMPANY” 

SEVENOAKS 

Vlte have the enviable reputation of being a market leader in the insurance of Employee Benefits Schemes and award-winning 
Investment performance in the UK. And in Europe, being part of one ol the largest life assurance and pensions companies, gives 
strength and realism to our future ambitions. 

Our succes s through considerable busmess expansion m recent years Is largely due to the recruitment and development ol 
enterprising and imaginHtivB professional staff. Our IIP status and our vision - ‘An Individual Company' - ere testimony to this. 

Two marketing management vacancies exist Each heads up a fully-devolved marketing function in its respective Business 
Unit - Employee Benefits and Investment Services. Each requires graduate-calibre people with sound marketing skills (including 
research, project management and media communication), exceptional interpersonal and proven or potential people management 
skills. Finance sector knowledge and experience (s preferred but not essential. 

Summary naspons&titttes of the two roles are: 


EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
MARKETING MANAGER 

Market research and product development particularly in 

relation to changes to State provision. 

Strategic planning and risk management. 

Management of prestigious corporate hosprtafity and poetical 
lobbying events. 


INVESTMENT SERVICES 
MARKETING MANAGER 


1 Promotion of pension managed funds and offshore 
investments. 

Raising the profile of the Company in the fund management 
market in the UK and Europe (German language would be an 
advantage). 


Both rotes vhU be responsible for the development of marketing strategy, dealing extensively with the media and leading a small team. 
A competitive remuneration package wiB be offered to the successful candidates. 

interested? Then please write, indicating preferred rote, with concise CV and current remuneration details to Andrew Lewis. Human 
Resources Manager. Swiss Life (UK) pic, Swiss Life House. South Park. Sevenoaks. Kent TN13 1BG. Tel: 01732 S82000. 


O 


1KVESTOB IS KOTLE 


Swiss life ^+1 


(United Kingdom) 


EUROPEAN SALES & 
MARKETING MANAGER 

Pneumatics • Cannock, Staffordshire * C.£50k + Car + Benefits 



* 


Parker Hannifin Corporation is a $4bn. worldwide 
manufacturer of components and systems for industry. 
We design, manufacture and market products 
controlling motion, flow and pressure. Our profitable 
growth is being achieved through premier customer 
service, acquisitions and strong organic sales. 

As a result of promotion, we now require a Sales and 
Marketing Manager for our Pneumatics Division, based 
in Cannock, which is the European headquarters. The 
Division has manufacturing facilities in the UK, France 
and Sweden as a result of acquisitive growth: and a 
sales presence throughout Europe. 

You will be responsible for the refinement and 
implementation of product and market strategies, to 
achieve the Division safes and profitability goals. 
Influencing and supporting country sales organisations 
towards continuing successful growth mil be a key 
aspect of this rote- 

The successful candidate will have excellent 
management, marketing and communication skills, 


and possibly a business qualification. A team player, 
who is resilient, determined and able to take an 
overall strategic view. 

You should be of degree calibre in a technical 
discipline, and experienced in industrial component 
marketing across Europe. Some experience in field 
sales management, including distribution selling, and 
the pneumatics industry is desirable. Fluency in 
German or French would be advantageous. 

Please forward a full CV, including current 
remuneration, to: 

Catherine Wilson, 

Personnel Manager, 

Parker Hannifin pic, 

Pneumatic Division, 

Wa I km ill Lane, 

Bridgtown, 

Cannock, Staffs, 

WS11 3LR. 

No agencies. 



barker 


Pneumatics 
































Joining the 
brandwagon 

ITV is in urgent need of a new 
image, says Pippa Considine 


ITV HAS confessed ui public 
that it has an image problem. 
Its marketing director John 
Hardie, brought in from 
Procter & Gamble to help turn 
around the network's gradual 
decline has admitted "there 
are a lot of very mixed signals 
out there.” To address the 
problem, Hardie has enlisted 
the help of the advertising 
agency HHCL & Partners, 
creators of the Tango ads and 
now-famous slogan for the 
AA"the fourth emergency ser¬ 
vice". The agency has its work 
cut out ITV as a brand is 
certainly falling behind its 
main rival. "Hie BBGs inno- 

rrv 

vative rebranding has been a 
popular success, particularly 
the Perfect Day “advertise¬ 
ment". which became a hit 
the orange balloon globe 
Boating across TV screens 
and the changes to the corpo¬ 
rate logo. 

Digital multichannel TV is 
due to start in Britain this 
year, making branding vital. 
Sue Farr, director of market¬ 
ing and communications for 
BBC Broadcast draws paral¬ 
lels with radio. “The explo¬ 
sion of competition in radio 
happened, in effect ten years 
ago and is just starting to 
happen in television,” she 
says. 

But why might this make 
channel branding critical? Ms 
Farr explains: “The key differ¬ 
ence between the two media is 
that when you ask someone 
what they watch on TV. their 
instinctive reaction is a list of 
programmes. When you ask 
about radio, ifs Classic FM or 
Radio 1. Those network 
brands have become more 
important as the competition 
has increased, as a way of 
signposting consumers 
through a very confused and 
cluttered environment” 

Accordingly, die ITV net¬ 
work is first sorting out its 
“brand personality”. But what 


will that be? Mr Hardie says: 
“ITV is closest to representing 
people in their true lives, 
rather than taking a some¬ 
what didactic approach. The 
network personality also 
comes from the heritage of 
being regional and I think we 
are thought to be the channel 
whose programmes most 
people are talking about the 
next day at work or in the 
pub." 

The strength of the regions 
is a double-edged sword. Mr 
Hardie is looking at promo¬ 
ting die channel through its 
programmes, not corporate 
commercials. But he must' 
also incorporate the regional 
ITV companies' branding in 
whatever he does. “There are 
plenty of examples of brands 
that have two layers,” he 
insists. 

So we're thinking Cad¬ 
bury’s Dairy Milk, Kellogg’s 
Frosties, Ford Escort... Are 
we therefore thinking, for 
example. ITV Carlton? 

Whatever is agreed. Mr 
Hardie also has to ensure 
thar the individual ITV com¬ 
panies cooperate to keep the 
message uniform throughout 
the network. If this amounts 
to persuading them to play 1 
down their own brands, they 
may. of course; not play ball. 

THOSE with experience of 
competing in a multichannel 
environment would argue 
that any blurring of a 
channel's brand identity is a 
mistake. At Turner Broad¬ 
casting Systems. Andy Bird, 
the co-managing director and 
executive vice-president and 
the man behind CNN and the 
Cartoon Network, believes 
that "ITV needs a coherent 
brand identity so that it has a 
fed of a generic network 
rather titan of small, disparate 
companies”. 

Given its history, tilings do 
not bode weiL ITV has tried 
before to impose a centralised 
branding, with limited suc¬ 
cess. But Mr Hardie is 
undeterred. “We haven't 
found a solution yet.” he says, 
“but ] think that we have to 
find a way to have our cake 
and eat it” 


1 


m 






’THE INDEPENDENT 
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Conservatives 
try to halt 
sterling slide 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

I So you've been wtungeingtha* 

Blair Isn’t radical. W3l you bade 
him when he hits your wallet? 




HtiLf Terrorist 'helped 
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Soft sdk hard news of the early days, above, has been toned down to tore a new readership 

Independent 

faces crunch 


Predators are circling the ailing 
daily as redesign fails to halt the 
slump, writes Michael Leapman 

R umours gather has been passed: journalists 
round troubled now see a job on their papers 
papers like flies on a as a stepping stone to a 
rotting carcass. Be- mainstream title rather than 


R umours gather 
round troubled 
papers like flies on a 
rotting carcass. Be¬ 
fore Christmas the buzz was 
that The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
would be sold to the Barclay 
brothers, owners of The Euro¬ 
pean. The Scotsman and Sun¬ 
day Business. Staff trembled at 
the prospect of being exposed 
to the none-too-tender mercies 
of Andrew NeDL editorial di¬ 
rector of the Barclays’ Euro¬ 
pean Press Holdings. 

The deal was favoured by 
David Montgomery’s Minor 
Group, one erf the joint major¬ 
ity shareholders of the Inde¬ 
pendents, but vetoed by Tony 
O’Reilly's Independent News¬ 
papers of Dublin. The 
Barclays' offer was withdrawn 
alter Ben Hardy, their chief 
executive, failed to persuade 
the Irish to sdL 
This week, the plot has 
altered. Now the management 
is seeking further cuts in 
editorial budgets that are al¬ 
ready lower than any of their 
national rivals’. The two Edi¬ 
tors — Andrew Marr on the 
daily and Rosie Boycott on the 
Sunday — find it desperately 
hard to attract and keep real 
editorial talent A critical point 


has been passed: journalists 
now see a job on their papers 
as a stepping stone to a 
mainstream title rather than 
something desirable in itself. 

Mr Marr is stoutly refusing 
to accept the management's 
proposals. “No cutbacks have 
been agreed," he assured me 
yesterday, "and I am not at the 
moment anticipating any.” 
Privately, he is said to have 
told friends that he believes 
the paper cannot withstand 
any more swingeing cuts, and 
that if they were forced 
through he would have to 
consider resignation. In that 
event Ms Boycott would prob¬ 
ably edit both titles. 

The crisis has been brought 
to a bead by the failure of the 
papers’ £4 million autumn re¬ 
design and editorial changes 
to halt their remorseless circu¬ 
lation slide. Latest ABC fig¬ 
ures show that while all 
national papers sold fewer 
copies in December titan Nov¬ 
ember. the Independent titles 
showed die steepest falL Circu¬ 
lation of the daily. at 227,060, 
is the lowest since its 1987 
launch, and the Sunda/s 
266330 is fitde better. 

Mr Marr insists that he is" 
undismayed by this abject 
performance. He says the 
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Montgomery, above, failed to pull off The Independents sale; now further cats coaid see MatTs, right, departure 


prime purpose of the .revamp 
was not to gain circulation but 
to reach a new kind of reader. 

There is less emphasis on 
hard news and the political 
rough-and-tumble, more- on 
lifestyle issues such as health, 
education and the environ¬ 
ment. The front-page lead is 
often more an essay titan a 
news report. Yet despite the 
figures, Mr Marr believes 
that, given time, his experi¬ 
ment could succeed. 

“When we set about reshap¬ 
ing the paper we derided to go 
after a distinct type of reader 
— liberal, outward-looking 
and highly educated. We knew 
we would lose a large and 
unquantifiable drunk of our 
current readership the 
people who realty want The 
Daily Telegraph but without 
its right-wing politics. 

“You can’t reposition a 
paper without pain, and it was 
essential to reposition it There 
has been a much bigger chum 
in our readership than circula¬ 
tion figures reveaL We have 
gained a significant number of 
new readers but lost a lot more 
older ones." 

He believes that newspa¬ 
pers are increasingly going to 
serve narrowly specialised 
markets. "If we can find a 
strung, dear market position 
with a reasonable number of 
affluent readers to deliver to 
advertisers, we have a chance 


of success." he says. “But it*s 
going to be a struggle.” 

Mr Ne3 has a broadly 
similar view of The Indepen¬ 
dents potential market, but 
parts company with its propri¬ 
etors over the best wajr of 
developing the paper to serve. 
it He says that if his company 
were to succeed in acquiring 
the paper, far from cutting 
costs he would invest heavily 
in journalistic resourced; in' 
areas such as business, and 
foreign news, aiming up mar¬ 
ket of The Times and Tele¬ 
graph to become “The New 
York Times of London”. 

This is very like the formula 
of the original Independent 
whenit was founded in 1987 by 
Andreas Whhtam Smi th and 
two colleagues from The Tele¬ 
graph. By the end of 1988 its 
circulation had risen to more 
than 400.000 but wjfoinayear 
the recession was under way 
and sales and advertising 
slumped. Poor management 
decisions added to its difficul¬ 
ties. especially tile launch in 
January 1990 of the Indepen¬ 
dent on Sunday, which, pre¬ 
dictably, took advertising 
revenue away from the suc¬ 
cessful Saturday edition. 

A series of half-hearted rede¬ 
signs foiled to resolve the ewe 


ers who had initially been 
attracted to the Independent 
In 1994 the original backers 
lost patience, and a sequence 
of share deals resulted in the 
present dual control. 

One puzzle in all this is the 
long-term intention- of Mr 



editorial problem: its rivals 
had broadened the agenda of 
the broadsheet press and were 
luring away the younger read¬ 


Boyratt tipped to take over 

O’Rdlty, and why he is so 
determined to hang on to his 
46 per cent stake. A spokes¬ 
man for his Irish group says 
he is keen to maintain a 
strategic presence in the 
London daily market He re¬ 
cently changed the name of his 
South African papers to match 
those in London and Dublin: a 
kind of global branding. But 
be has no interest in buying 


the Mirror holding, at least 
not at a price Mr Montgomery 
would accept The industry . 
believes that Mr O'Reilly's g 
eventual aim is to bid for the " 
whole Mirror Group, and The 
Independent is a cheap way of 
keeping a foot in the door- 

“Last year the investment in 
The Independent lost our 
group £23 million, but that's 
insignificant compared with 
pre-tax profits of £100 mil¬ 
lion.” says the spokesman. 
"We’re not too worried about 
the circulation.” 

The Barclay brothers are 
not the only people to have 
expressed interest in the titles. 

The Guardian group would 
like to .buy the Sunday, paper 
-and merge it with its Observer, 
which is also in trouble. While 
this would help stem losses on 
both sides, conversations be¬ 
tween them last year came to 
nothing. Mohamed A! Fayed. ^ 
the owner of Harrods, has ^ 
been mentioned as another 
potential suitor. 

Would the Barclays consid¬ 
er buying the Mirror Group's 
46 per cent and sharing con¬ 
trol with Mr O'Reilly? Decid¬ 
edly not. says Bert Hardy: 
“You can’t run a successful 
newspaper if youYe constantly 
having to refer to a third party 
over what often have to be gut 
decisions.” Which may be one 
reason why The Independent 
isn’t working. 
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I New Woman • FHM • Elle • Period living & Traditional Homes t Top Saute 
Neon • Empire • Elie Decoration • Mojo • Mother & Baby • Total Sport 

PERIOD LIVING & TRADITIONAL HOMES (£2.60) 
combines practical information with dream homes and 
inspiration for all fans of traditional homes. 


EVERY READER CAN PICK UP ANY ONE 
OF THESE MAGAZINES FROM THEIR 
NEWSAGENT ABSOLUTELY FREE 


ELLE DECORATION (£2.60) is the essential magazine 
for easy modern living. It’s all you need to make your 
place look good and feel right 

MOJO (£2.95) is the award-winning monthly magazine for 
people passionate about music. Mojcft coverage is 
sumptuously illustrated, authoritative and unputdownable. 

MOTHER & BABY (£1.80). the UK's bestselling baby 
magazine, provides expert advice, up to date health 
information and reaWHe stories. 

TOTAL SPORT (£230) is the UK’s biggest selling 
general sports magazine reflecting the exciieroent, power, 
drama and sheer beauty of popular sports. 

Q (£2.70) is the world's leading music magazine, 
combining a comprehensive review section with first- 
division celebrity interviews. Offer for the February issue. 

NEW WOMAN (£2.10) magazine is a guide to modern 
life for women in the late nineties: a magazine which is 
gutsy, glamorous, practical, inspiring. Offer for the 
February issue. 

FHM (£2.60) Britain’s biggest selling men’s magazine, 
thanks to its unflinching portrayal of the world in all its 
strangeness. Offer for the February issue. 

ELLE (£230) is the ultimate style bible, the magazine 
that gives all the ingredients you need to enjoy a 
fashionable lifestyle. Offer for the February issue. 


TOP SANTfc (£1.96) exudes energy, vitality and 
freshness and offers an intelligent approach to health, 
beauty and wellbeing for women who want to look 
better, feel better, live better. 

NEON (£230) is the film magazine foal tefls you 
everything Hollywood would prefer you didn’t know with 
excellent writing and authoritative features. 

EMPIRE (£2.60) Britain's biggeswdling movie magazine. 
It reviews every new dnema and video release and 
examines foe filmworld in a distinctly wry and witty style. 


HOW TO CLAIM YOUR FREE MAGAZINE 


Collect four differently numbered tokens from 
those appearing daily in The Times until 
Saturday and attach them to Ihe voucher which 
was published yesterday. (Another voucher will 
appear tomorrow.) No photocopies will be 
accepted. Present your completed voucher and 
tokens to your newsagent before February 19, 
1998. You will be entitled to a ^the times"' 

FREE copy of otic of the magazines {Troup 1 * 
listed above, worth up to £295. The } j 

oner is subject to availability and } _ J 

applies in the UK only. L___ J 


■ ADVERTISERS made a re- 
I freshingty positive initial re- 
; sponse to nVs 100 days’ • 

manifesto, though there was 
j disappointment tint die thorny 
| question of moving News at Ten 
had nett been addressed, and 
that the new triumvirate in 
charge had set such long-term 
targets. Realistically, the effects 
of changes instigated now will not kick in 
until early 1999 at best 

But ITV has dearly bought itself time 
by going on the offensive. The mast 
pleasing aspect of Monday's meeting with 
advertisers was the real sense of a team 
cat foe platform after years of individual 
channel's special interests muddying the 
ITV picture. 

They had apparently listened to their 
dienrs. In fact, one media buyer suggest¬ 
ed too much so: “What do advertisers 
know about programming?" she asked — 
a bit rich, given the flak ITV has taken 
over the past decade for not listening. 

First signs of New ITV should be a 
redesigned on-screen presence. ITV Sport 
becoming a meaningful brand and a new 
progranmiMpecific advertising cam¬ 
paign from ITV's new agency. Howell, 
Henry, Chakfecott, Luiy & Partners. The 
influence erf the programming boss, 
David Liddiment, will take longer to filter 
through, but advertisers will expect 
ratings turkeys to be dropped from prime 
slots quicker from now on. 

■ TWO WEEKS after rm new market¬ 
ing director. John Hardie. awarded a 
£10 million advertising budget to its new 
agency. BSkyB has committed £20 mil¬ 
lion to its first big ad campaign in three 
years and appointed M&C SaatchL ITV’s 
old agency. 

This suggests two things: first, you can 
never write off Maurice Saatehi’s gang (it 
must have moved fast because it could not 

possibly have worked on the pitch for Sky 
while it still had TTY'S business — could 
it?): secondly, as foe appointment was 
made by Sky’s new chief executive. Mark 
Booth, just what influence will the yet-to- 
be-announced marketing director really 
have? 

Sky also joined forces this week with 
ITV and Channels 4 and 5 (and the 







magazine and radio industries) to lobby 
the Government about the BBC’S alleged 
misuse of its remit, notably the use of 
promotion, epitomised by "Perfect Day". 
Expect this fight to get dirtier. 

■ WHILE commercial broadcasters bat¬ 
tle for their business, advertisers gamely 
try to resurrect once-famous brands. The 
fastest to attempt a comeback is Campari. 

ADVSTTEWG- 


Rossiter and Coffins in foe Cinzano ad 

foe red aperitif forever associated with 
“No, mate. Luton airport”, the Cockney 
model Lorraine Chase’s immortal re¬ 
sponse to the question: "Were you wafted 
here from paradise?” 

Campari is one of several brands whose 
famous advertising heritage has become' 
a millstone. Guinness, which switched 
agencies this week, is one; Cinzano, with 
its much-loved Leonard Rossiter and Joan 
Collins campaign, another. Think of 
"everyone’s a Fruit and Nut case" or "do 
the ShakeYiVac and put the freshness 
back”. Sometimes the old advertising is so 
resilient the dient actually brings it back, 
as R While’s did with its "secret lemonade 
drinker", Homepride with Fred the flour 
grader and Toshiba with “Tosh" 

That’s because it is. not easy to dislodge 
a slogan such as “any time, any place, 
anywhere". Martini tried as much fast 
year with the ill-fated “beautiful people- 


campaign. The Prudential 
trial several campaigns before 
bringing back “the man from 
the Pro". Soon a six-year-old 
Nationwide ad will return to 
our screens. 

It is too easy to claim that 
today’s ads just aren’t as good 
.as they used to be. The reality 
is more complicated, involving 
the diminished role of mass television 
viewing as a sort of social glue, and the 
soaring cost of TV airtime. 

Twenty years ago this week TTV had 18 

of the top 20-rated shows. The list was 
headed by Coronation Street (20 million 
viewers) and included Crossroads (17 mil¬ 
lion). Mind Your Language and Sale of 
the Century (16 million). The Sweeny. 
General Hospital and Opportunity 
Knocks (15 million). The lower reaches 
included The Professionals, Starsky and ' 
Hatch. Emmerdale Farm and All Crea¬ 
tures Great and Small (at number 20. 
with 13.65 million). 

Even more startling is the comparative 
cost of TV airtime. In 1978.30 seconds in 
Coronation Street would have set you 
back £10.000 or so. Today that figure is 
£90.000. Half a minute in News ai Ten is 
£40.000. and up to £150,000 for a similiar 
spot in Inspector Morse. 

With falling audiences and rising 
autime costs, advertisers would have had 
toincrease their budgets exponentially to 
achieve the same number of what the 
industry calls "opportunities to see" 
However, only a handful of big advertis¬ 
ers. such as Procter & Gamble and 
Undever, have kept pace wirh this 
inflation, and even fewer (BT and Ford) 
now spend more in real terms. 

Small wonder that jingles are not used 

anymore-, wedraitsee ads often enough 

torem ember them. Agendes rtsort to 
celebrity spokesmen for instant recoeni- 
?T- “2 .hock-sctfcs aimed at.BwSat- 
tng free media coverage in lieu of 
advertising spend. 0 

» is™* better or worse, simply a 
changed environment But when the 

tS m SlH daUnch , carn P ai 8 n fa jls to take 
the brand upmarket as desired, what 
chance wBl it really have been given ® 
exorcise the ghost of Lorraine Chlse? 

• Stcfimo Hatfield is Editor of Campaign. 


















































Jys 'if Cr» J rJa/ffl 


esi. 


; THE TIMES FRIDAY JANUARY if. iqqr 


EDUCATION 



Can a nationwide network of educational computing stimulate the desire to learn? John O’Leaiy looks at ambitious plans to recharge our expectations 








Blunkett’s digital 
dream goes online 
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TTje Education Online Network in use on Merseyside: teachers and pupils have seen their approach to education transformed 

Hi-tech tames the wild child 


FIRST impressions of Ful- 
ford Special School are not 
encouraging. The main en¬ 
trance is flanked by two huge 
cages containing the school 
minibus and staff cars. Inside, 
the 60 pupils with behavi¬ 
oural difficulties exude the re¬ 
bellious attitude that has seen 
most of them excluded from at 
least two mainstream schools. 
Yet this school in Bristol is 
one of the LOOO pioneers of 
the learning grid and an im¬ 
pressive example of the power 
of information and com¬ 
munication technology. The 


school is part of the Bristol 
Education Online project 
(BEON), a network of a dozen 
schools cited as a model of 
■ good practice in the Govern¬ 
ment's consultation paper on 
the national grid for learning. 
A sceptical teaching force and 
pupils have seen their work 
transformed by the two-year 
experiment. 

Like the comprehensive 
and primary schools in the 
projert, Fuiford was equipped 
by ICL and BT with technol¬ 
ogy beyond its wildest 
dreams: one computer for 


f Rough ride in 
store for this 
uneasy alliance 

John Witheridge likes the idea of 
cooperation between the private and 
state sectors, but he foresees problems . 


Wm 



T he Government's em¬ 
phasis on improving 
education should be 
widely and warmly welcomed. 

. -aty parents and teachers and 
Everyone concerned far the 
future of our society. After de¬ 
cades of dogma, David Blun- 
kert’s crusade for higher stan¬ 
dards promises a determined 
advance. 

In the White Paper, Excel¬ 
lence in Schools, the notion of 
partnership between the state 
and independent sectors 
-- marks a dramatic and cou- 
^ rageous about-turn. In its 198?' 
manifesto. Labour promised 
to abolish private schools, and 
only three years ago Mr 
Blunketr himself ventured to 
j, suggest imposing VAT on 
school fees. Now the talk is of 
working together and learning 
*! from one another, 
i . As yet, it is not dear how 

|t is partnership will be put 
to practice, although the 
Government has made some 
suggestions. Pupils at a state 
school might study _____ 

A-level subjects 
that are taught 11 J he 

only at their local 
private school. In- this S 
dependent schools 
might host sum- la TIP 

mer courses (as ACU1 5 

does Eton) to help cryi 

to prepare state dUJ 

school pupils for 5 , nrp 

Oxbridge entrance. “- 1 1CC 

The marvellous • 

facilities of most in- ''In¬ 
dependent sdiools ______ 

could be shared. 

Schools could also be 
■twinned, allowing exchanges, 
ror teachers, as well as pupils. 

It sounds fine in theory, and 
anyone like me daring to 
suggest obstades will no 
doubt be treated to the oppro¬ 
brium reserved for the politi¬ 
cally incorrect. But there are 
difficulties, which may prove 
insurmountable. 

Slate schools have their 
pride and with it a certain 

I scepticism towards the inde¬ 
pendent sector. Will they real¬ 
ly want the handouts that 
private sdiools are expected to 
offer? What's more, not all 
parents who are paying thou¬ 
sands of pounds a year in 

( school fees will take kindly to 
the thought that children at 
state sdiools are benefiting. 
Parents of private pupils will 
j worry, too, about larger dass 
1 sizes and over-stretched facili- 
\ ties, not to mention the influx 
j of pupils who may be coosid- 
* ered less disciplined and moti- 
* vated than their own. I am not 
-^defending these attitudes, but 
! ■ they are a fact of life and it is 
j no use pretending otherwise. 

* No doubt advances towards 

I partnership will be made, and 

E for all the failures and frustra- 


‘I hear in 
this strong 
language 
some 
ancestral 
vices’ 


tions I foresee, there will be 
impressive and valuable suc¬ 
cesses. If the purpose of these 
is to improve educational op¬ 
portunities for all pupils, it 
will be worthwhile. Similarly, 
if the abolition of assisted 
places really does mean small¬ 
er dasses and better teaching 
in the state sector, it will have 
been a price worth paying. 
And if these initiatives help to 
break down some social barri¬ 
ers —to show children in inde¬ 
pendent schools that not all 
oomprehensives are like the 
fictional Grange Hill and to 
show state pupils that not all 
public schools pupils are posh 
and pretentious —• then much 
will have been achieved. 

Future society itself might 
even become a little less rigid 
and remote in its strata — at 
least the “haves" and the “have 
nots" might have a touch more 
feeling and sympathy for one 
another. That is about as far as 
it will go, although I sense that 
the Government intends more 
' than this. The 

i White Paper 

U* ^ describes “the edu¬ 

cational apartheid 
rone created by the 

& public/privaie di- 

1 Si op vide (w™ 1 *) dimin- 

l “'O t ishes the whole ed- 

_ „ ucational system". 

1C I hear in this 

,*- Q l strong language 

illad some ancestral 

, vices of old Labour 

iS and that educat- 

ional dogma which 
sought —in vain — 
to use education to transform 
society. 

Such a programme was as 
much a mistake then as it 
would be today. Schools reflect 
the structure of society, they do 
not change it, at least not in 
any radical or revolutionary 
way. That is the task of the pol¬ 
itician not the teacher. 


A proper role for teach¬ 
ers and schools is to 
provide each child with 
the kind of education that 
awakens and stretches the 
mind, strengthens the body, 
enriches the imagination, in¬ 
spires the spirit, encourages 
the will to do good and opens 
the heart to others, whoever 
they may be. 

These are high standards 
but they are what _ the best 
schools strive for. Neither state 
nor independent schools can 
claim any monopoly of these 
ideals, and no Government in¬ 
itiatives must be allowed to 
limit or compromise their 
achievement. But if partner¬ 
ship can help more schools to 
aspire to and attain them it 
must be encouraged. 

• 771? Rev John Witheridge is 
Headmaster of Charterhouse. 


every two pupils, quality soft¬ 
ware and instant technical 
advice and support The 
teachers, who originally 
feared for their jobs* are now 
so wedded to the high-tech 
approach that they were pre¬ 
pared to prune an already 
hard-pressed budget to keep 
the programme going at a re¬ 
duced level when the subsi¬ 
dies were ending. 

Colin Fletcher, who started 
the project as acting head, 
says: “We think we have seen 
the future of education, espe¬ 
cially for schools like ours. 


Children who found it hard to 
concentrate for five minutes 
will now work solidly for a 35- 
minute lesson." 

Next door, at Whitehouse 
Primary School more ambiti¬ 
ous schemes are under way, 
for example using videocon¬ 
ferencing for regular commu¬ 
nication with an artist in resi¬ 
dence at Exeter University, a 
partner in BEON. 

A modified version of the 
project has been started on 
Merseyside, and the Bristol 
schools have signed up for 
another three years. 


T he record crowds 
thronging this week's 
education technology 
show in London dem¬ 
onstrate a burgeoning new 
marketplace. But is there a 
sense of direction behind the 
widely shared enthusiasm in 
schools? 

The rallying point is the 
national grid for learning, 
launched by David Blunken 
on Wednesday. The first 1.000 
schools signed up for a “virtu¬ 
al teachers’ centre” and the 
hope is that all 24.000 will be 
online by the rum of the 
century. 

Mr Blunkett. on opening the 
educational technology show 
at Olympia, which finishes 
tomorrow, pledged £235 mil¬ 
lion from the National Lottery 
Fund to Train teachers to make 
foil use of public and private 
investment. Last year, Tony 
Blair announced a £W0 mil¬ 
lion programme for schools to 
buy computers and software 
packages. But ministers 
believe that two thirds of 
teachers find their pupils 
know more than they do about 
information and communica¬ 
tions technology fICT). 

Mr Blunkett also expressed 
the hope that the grid could be 
completed by 2000, rather 
than the promised 2002. partly 
so that it could link with the 


Millennium Dome. But the 
real aim is to give teachers 
access to rhe best practice from 
all over Britain, while pupils 
use the technology to fire their 
enthusiasm and enrich their 
educational experience. 

The question, still largely 
unanswered, is what the grid 
will contain and how many 
schouls will be able 
to make foil use of 
it. Though connec- The 
dots may be free to 
schools, the cost of qj-j 
running a network 
of computers and Up 

keeping them 
online will make a rn;* 

large hole in school l Ha 
budgets. 

This week's COU. 

prototype amounts 
to a glorified CnOlT] 

Website, albeit one _____ 

with valuable in- 
formation on topical issues 
such as target-setting and the 
teaching of reading. Civil ser¬ 
vants will monitor the use 
made of the information by the 
1,000 schools, all of which 
hare been involved in the Gov¬ 
ernment's “superhighways" 
initiative. 

The database, Mr Blunkett 
says, will ensure that schools 
do not have to “reinvent the 
wheel" in key areas of teach¬ 
ing. allowing them to try what 


The effect 
on the 
home 
market 
could be 
enormous’ 
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Teachers see Junk as a rare chance to use a theatre visit to look at personal and social education. English and drama 

Pupils get hooked 
on addictive theatre 

W hen theatre com- Daniel Rosenthal on the tale of sex , vi ™ 

parties contact sec- - by the small group of Wood 

ondary schools in and teenage substance abuse adapted Green pupUs who “ 
to the stage for secondary schools 


W hen theatre com¬ 
panies contact sec¬ 
ondary schools in 
search of block bookings, 
teachers expect to be offered 
Shakespeare, Arthur Miller, 
or another dramatist 
plucked from the set texts 
fist The Oxford Stage Com¬ 
pany’s. current offering, a 
blend of underage sex. pros¬ 
titution and heroin addic¬ 
tion, has more in common 
with Trainspotting dan The 
Tempest. 

John Refallack, the artistic 
director of the OSG has 
adapted Junk, the Carnegie 
Medal-winning 1996 novel 
by Melvin Burgess, for the 
stage. It tells the story of Tar 
and Gemma, two 14-year-old 
runaways, whose lives are 
first brightened and then 
devastated by drugs. 

The teenagers, played by 
Dan Rosewame, 24, and 
Emma RydaL 25, are shown 
smoking cannabis and in¬ 
jecting heroin in a Bristol 
squat, but teachers are not 
being deterred by the graph¬ 
ic content Thousands of 
pupils will see Junk on its 
ten-week tour, which began 
in Wellingborough, North¬ 
amptonshire. last night 
Mr Retallack describes the 
production as “an attempt to 
break the curriculum bind" 
that often fortes subsidised 
companies such as OSC to 
stage a classic when thqr 
would prefer to perform 
lesser-known plays. “Com¬ 
mercially, we are very depen¬ 
dent on schools," he says. 
“A/fs Well That Ends Well 
is not on the syllabus and 
when we staged it in 1996 our 
audience figures slumped 


because the schools did not 
come. In the longer term, 
theatres wont flourish un¬ 
less we turn young people on 
to drama. Junk is an attempt 
to help to get them into the 
theatre-going habit" 
Shereden Mathews, the 
marketing manager of the 
OSC. says: “We did not 
mention the word 
‘education' once 
in our publicity. ‘JtJfl 
but teachers saw 
Junk as a rare QTcL 

opportunity to & 

use a theatre visit o ++p 

in the context of tXLL '- 

personal and so- exr\t 

cial education aui 

(PSE), as well as r|p> . 

for English and 

drama." tall 

The company is LaH 

providing teach- 
erswith a 28-page 
resource pack compiled by a 
Nottingham-based drugs 
consultant, containing sug¬ 
gestions for classroom activi¬ 
ties based on the play. 

Ms Mathews says the 
response from schools is 
especially pleasing because 
foe company took a gamble 
by not programming any 
matinee performances. 
“Normally teachers prefer to 
book matinees. But we want¬ 
ed teenagers to fed that Junk 
is a piece of entertainment 
which treats everybody as an 
adult, rather than some kind 
of lesson." 


‘Junk will 
grab the 
attention 
and get 
people 
talking* 


OSC publicity gave staff a 
dear idea of Junk's content 
and suggested that it was 
unsuitable for the under-l4s. 
Maureen Hole, a drama 
teacher at Wood Green Com¬ 
prehensive. in Witney, near 
Oxford, was careful to en¬ 
sure that the parents of the 15 
to 18-year-olds she is taking 
to Junk next week 
knew exactly 
Will what their child¬ 

ren would be 
H-jg watching. "1 al¬ 

ways send letters 
lion home when I’m 

L1W organising a foe- 

acre trip. On this 
& CL occasion I des- 

i _ cribed the content 

and offered to 
, provide parents 

Jig with more tnfor- 

mation," she says. 
“1 wouldn't have 
needed to do that if we were 
going to Henry V, but no one 
has telephoned or written to 
object." 

After watching a run- 
through of the play in Ox¬ 
ford last week. Mrs Hole 
was impressed by J units 
educational potential. 
“Because of the contempo¬ 
rary subject matter and the 
fact that the story is told from 
foe young people’s point or 
view, I think pupils will 
engage with it more directly 
as a piece of theatre than 
they would with a tradition¬ 
al, classic play." 


That view was confirmed 
by the small group of Wood 
Green pupils who saw foe 
same performance, suggest¬ 
ing that Junk may be a more 
effective drug deterrent than 
any number of school-based 
talks or discussions. Jo 
Saunders, 17, says: “It's easy 
to switch off when tutors 
hand out information sheets 
on drugs. They just teO you 
the facts. Junk really shows 
you what it's like. Because 
Tar and Gemma are our age, 
you can imagine yourself in 
foe situations they fare. In 
the first half, when they are 
enjoying heroin, you might 
thuik 'Yeah, it's all right to 
have a go'. But by the end 
you have seen what a mess 
heroin makes of their lives 
and you think ‘No way'." 

R eactions such as that 
please Detective In¬ 
spector Dave 
Thacker, head of foe drugs 
squad at Northamptonshire 
Police. He welcomed this 
week’s performances of Junk 
in Wellingborough, which 
has been experiencing a 
significant rise in the use of 
heroin by teenagers. 

“The efforts of teachers, 
foe police and other agencies 
in raising drugs awareness 
are probably not adequate in 
themselves," he says. “Some¬ 
thing such as this, which 
offers a warts-and-all por¬ 
trait of the dangers, can grab 
young people’s anention and 
get them talkuig." 

• Junk lours to Oxford. Bury, 
Liverpool. Danford, Taunton. 
Huddersfield and Bristol until 
March 23. Details: OSC on 
0IS6S24S 781. 


works successfully elsewhere. 
Eventually, there will be more 
sophisticated material, includ¬ 
ing computer software de¬ 
signed to he used in lessons, 
much of it developed by pri¬ 
vate companies. 

The Government's final pro¬ 
posals for the grid are due out 
next month, so these eom- 
panics are compel- 
ing fiercely to see 
offset thm their vision of 

the online class- 
lip room is the one 

adopted. This 
QP week’s show has 

11 seen a rash of an- 

|rp+ nouncements. from 

free connection of- 

1 t__ fers from cable 
companies to free 
j e-mail addresses 

lOUS for pupils and a 

host of learning 
packages. 

Companies are aware that 
a pan from the business to be 
done with schools, the knock- 
on effect on the home-comput¬ 
ing market could be 
enormous. A survey carried 
out for BHTs award-winning 
Home Campus service, which 
offers GCSE revision pro¬ 
grammes and other educa¬ 
tional material over the 
Internet, found thai 90 per 
cent of parents acknowledged 
their role in their children’s ed¬ 


ucation and expected home 
computing to play an impor¬ 
tant pan. 

Mr Blunkett has said that 
the grid should be a “mosaic" 
of local initiatives, rather than 
a centrally directed project. It 
may be that, like the Internet 
itself, the concept turns into a 
loosely connected collection of 
diverse facilitres, from which 
schools will choose. The Gov¬ 
ernment's main role then 
would be to increase teachers' 
awareness of ICT and the 
ability to use iL 

Must enthusiasts for the 
new.' technologies agree, how¬ 
ever. that a more structured 
initiative will be needed if 
schools are to get the best out 
of the array of packages com¬ 
ing onto the market. This 
week’s launch of the British 
Educational Communications 
and Technology Agency may 
help to achieve this. 

Local schemes are already 
taking shape. This week, far 
example, Birmingham an¬ 
nounced that it will provide all 
its schools with integrated 
learning systems, which have 
had great success nationally in 
raising literacy and numeracy 
in technology colleges. Other 
approaches included ICL's 
lore! learning grids, linking 
schools, libraries and com¬ 
munity centres in each area. 


Quick-fire key 
to touch-typing 

Rae Lewis looks at a fast-track way 
to teach essential keyboard skills 


THE learning grid and the 
computerdominated world of 
work will make foe ability to 
touch-type invaluable. Teach¬ 
ing children to type efficiently 
with ten fingere will ensure 
more productive use of limit¬ 
ed hardware, and competency 
on foe keyboard will stand 
them in good stead for life. 

Many pupils are already 
using an American system 
that promises to teach touch¬ 
typing in four hours. It is 
based upon accelerated learn¬ 
ing techniques developed by 
Bulgarian psychotherapist Dr 
Geogi Lozanov. 

The Learn to Type in Four 
Hours system uses colour, 
sound, relaxation and mne¬ 
monics to enhance learning. 
Training is given In two two- 
hour sessions and adopts a 
multi-sensory approach. 

Though sections of the key¬ 
board are taught in tradition¬ 
al order starting with the 
"home row", the keys are 
given colours and each is 
associated with a different 
image, such as a kangaroo or 
an opera house, which are 
related by a bizarre stoiy. 

The children listen, eyes 
dosed, to the taped stoiy 
while baroque music plays in 
the background. Only 20 min¬ 
utes of each hour is spent at 
foe keyboard Learning is 


reinforced by enacting typing 
movements on foe knee, and 
by interactive quizzes, ball 
games and tide charts. After 
only one hour foe whole of the 
“home row” has been learnt 
and children are able to type 
more than 20 words. 

Dulwich Preparatory 
School for boys in South 
London tested foe system and 
instituted it as part of its own 
curriculum in September. 
Head of IT Ann Revell was 
converted after children who 
had partidpated still remem¬ 
bered all they had learnt 
weeks later. 

She virtually ran a course 
for foe Year Five children 
(rising 10-year-olds). “They all 
enjoyed themselves," she 
says. “I was impressed by foe 
variety of techniques used to 
ensure things get into foe 
long-term memory. The child¬ 
ren were completely familiar 
with foe keyboard and cer¬ 
tainly typed more easily." 

The programme was devel¬ 
oped by German company 
International HiTeach. which 
offers different options to 
interested schools. Managing 
Director Wolfram Laube also 
believes foal the programme 
will be of value in adult 
education centres. 

• International HiTeach Ltd: tele¬ 
phone. 0M83 426000. 
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EASTER REVISION 


FAX: 

0171782 789^ 



The specialists in university entrance 4 



(01483) 

565887 

□ Highly successful intensive 

Easter Revision Cconsea 

□ Effective stroll group and 


1-1 luitim 


□ Most A Level. AS Level and 

Surrey College 

GCSE syllabuses as wdl as 
study skills and exam 

technique 

Abbot House, 
Sydenham Road, 
GutallonlCUl 3HL 

□ Experienced tutors |FL[ 
with excellent results l3=/ 
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revision 

• Intensive exara-focused revision 

• A Level and GCSE 

• Lower Sixth Modules 

ABBEY BIRMINGHAM 
0121 236 7474 

ABBEY MANCHESTER 
0161 236 6836 


tA- gttnitieriory 


Easter Revision 


i A level & GCSE 


> Small group tuition by 
experienced tutors 


• Exam board specific practice 


Positive mental attitnde: a your 
knowledge groan in will yoar confidence 

Subject know' dge uufc» m 
key syllabus mj* 

Examination teefanique: 
daily practice questions 

01714301622 Holborn, London 
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EASTER REVISION 

AT 

HERTFORD COLLEGE 
OXFORD 


CJCSE & A-LEVELS 


CHERWELL COLLEQE 
01865-242670 


SCIENCE & MATHS 

EASTER REVISION 

• A4evel (U6 & L6) & GCSE 

• FnD & half week courses 

• Int ensi ve tuition in small groups 

• Accommodation available 

The Abbey Tutorial Colleges are Science & 
Maths specialists with an established reputation 
for outstanding exam results [ 88% A/B from 130 
A-level retakes in Jan '97 for London & 
Cambridge combined). 



TUTORIAL COLLEGE 


LONDON 01712295928 
CAMBRIDGE* 01223 328686 


*CIFE candidate member 
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Open Days; 

16th-18th February 1998 

A LEVS. & GCSE COURSES 

EASTER 

REVISION 

Experienced teachers 
Small classes 
TEL 08009801041 
FAX; 01423 531110 

Bnal: studyOMoiiarg 
Wfeto: wwwJiteuluxg 
BAC QFE 


COLLINGHAM 

LONDON-OXFORD 


EASTER 

REVISION 


Small groups & individual tuition. 
Study skills & v\am practice. 

23 Coliingham Gardens. 

London $\V 5 OHL. 
Telephone; 01 "i 244 7414 


31 St. Giles, Oxford OX 1 3 LS. 
Phone \o: : 0 IS 65 72 S 2 . 3 U 
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EXCELLENCE IN 

INDEPENDENT 

EDUCATION 

t TTie info. 

The colleges. 
J-^The courses, 
f Jlhe options. 


www.cife.org.uk 


CIFE colleges are committed to academic excellence and are inspected regularly, 

CIFE is your assurance ot the highest standards of conduct 3nd practice in independent education. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


/ 




DEVONSHIRE HOUSE 

SCHOOL 

SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATION 
Hie School to tor boys and girts tram two and a Mfl to 
Hutson yams of age. A scholarship Is ottered hr anby 
Id the acted in September 1996. 

Candidates must have bean turn tMtwwn 1st Seftombu 
1969 sod 31st August 1990. Thn ScWwrtq) 
Ex&minaJlon wfd be hafd on Thursday 12th Mart 1998. 
Fat further Mormsiion and in appfcalian tom. please 
contact AdmtostorB' Secretory. Devonshire House 
School, 68 Htzjdui’a Avenue. Hampstead, London 
NW3 6PA Tet 0171*4331B16. 




COURSES 


A LEVEL & GCSE 
EASTER REVISION 

- over 70 years 
expenence o: bu- oing 
coni' aence. Duff f.'ixer 
' erd dansdcv.ne colleges 
ere again offering 
'rte-3:ve Easter revision 
courses A compete 
coverage o*‘ syzebus 
rrotenol extensive 
examination cractice arc 
a rrocK v, :r ft.If report. 

N/ E/ J J m . „ _ e =? 

/ / *: > m 9Z • : 

and 

LANSDOWNE 

KENSINGTON. LONDON 

for further inforicatims. telephone 

0171 225 0577/0171 610 4400 


MAKE THE 
GRADE 


'A' LEVEL | 
EASTER i 
REVISION i 

Oxford Tutorial; 
College ; 

12 King Edward Streef 1 
Oxford OX! 4HT f 
Tel (01865)753333 • 
Fax (0T3E5) 793233 1 


WANTeD 
KEEN READERS 
(Spot our errors!) 

Would yen Ue B cm C* n £12 id bow pat or fiJl-tnac wactnj Sen 
hone r suSng books for p u tlfahrii and other ixpaadm. 

Many ft e dau c praoBeadm anti often taw been mrrri by 
r S fiwtamcn MW the punedgwea yean, i Bead rawntitwr iii w nwiii 
in onr ft w pean u . 

wah bo pmwous capote*. In a teen inasrat a. books. lave 
~ time own betanaa wtifatMt hdp m cadati g oe md mwfating. 
No eiayoae caa bemeeaftti. bat with ippija&oo ftxi could be the 
career job haw been looking for. 

Yon need nafcmraaMn and a rimp eye. Yoni tap wd backnonaC it 
iurimai. Smti fob * 


■B (be 


fo* t ek p b o tw «tl We *9 md a FREE 
umtip o o d rn ce anti rcuu' t ™nog unmet wkhoex uUigmut 

QnylghaBCi 

1 StiwOcnduy West, Exeter. ESI UG. 

TdtptMBK 9VS92 4MM88. Fns 8U92 4W888 


qd find 
of oar 




LEARN OR IAAPROVE YOUR FRENCH 


Challenge • 

W ~i Bordeaux - 30th March *98 

The Language • 

Specialists " ils wfcs BordeauxTrEaster 'BS 


(01273) 220261 


EASIER BEVBUM 
M FLORENCE 

SpacW ora wwek review 

erawterAfo vri 
rTAUAN and AffT HtSTo KY 
•mEWSTKH INSTITUTE 
Piazza Suite 2 
50123 HrenzA Italy 
ToL 0039 86 285031 
Em 003365287071 


EASTER 
REVISION 
at CATS 

With examinations East approaching, an 
intensive programme of revision and exam 
preparation, in small groups, helps students 
succeed at GCSE and A-LeveL 

For farther information please contact: 

01223 314431 




EASTER 

REVISION 

COURSES 


0171 727 2797 

Wide range of A Level & GCSE 
courses designed to improve exam 
and revision technique 

Also interviewing now for 

SIXTH. FORM ENTRY 1998 


10 Pembridge Square London W2 4ED 
Fax: 0171 792 0730 
email: dld@dlrcom.co.uk 




’ ';r *>:■ 


Contact us first for friarafly, expert advice 
on suitable foster revision courses and . 
independent colleges. 


■r 

/ l-i 
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EOUCATIOIKAL CONSULTANTS 

128 -130 Regan Str»Uiwi« W1R 0£F 

Tot 01717340161 Fbx 0171437 1764.. . >1f5A 


1 - 



Wellington College 

EASTER REVISION 
J 99 8 

Sixth A Level Courses 
29ti March - 3rd April 
4th April — 9th April 

Lower Sixth A Level Courses 
30th March — 2nd April 

GCSE Courses 
5th April — 9th April - 

Residential or Non-Residential 


The Seopaiy, Enter Rendon Courses, 
Wcffipgton College, Crowtbcrne, Babbie; RGfJ 7FU 

Td; 0134^*771147 (24 hn) Ease 0134+^771725 
■Utay- CJy J. « aiHf. -Wat»» rT a 1p rf IJ-It 


GRADE EXPECTATIONS 


BRISTOL’S 
CLIFTON COLLEGE 

April 5th to 10th 1998 

• The full range of GCSE and A level 
subjects 

• Tutors with experience as examiners 

• Individual assessments and 
small classes 

• Exam practice & coaching on 
techniques 

• Day/residentiaT 

• Superb facilities at this top school - 

• End of course report for parents 

• Advice on final preparations 

Clifton College, Bristol 
Tel: 0117 974 5377 
Fax: 0117 923 9897 



I*V2m2 YEAR 
A LEVEL REVISION 

w UodJar Sjthbm, 
My*oUaddai 
A-BUilfaiv 
/^ril«h-»nd I4ih.i9ai 
M^qad^ciamnafay a A- 
MarankAUarw 

•ab-Mtaratri^tanM., 


TcLOlte 311517 (ZAhn) 

i irata nn Rotain* rt .oBna« 


•‘A 1 Lral / GCSE al «ah)«c(> 2 

•Sod |mp I nfcnfati tdico^ 
•Rtntkaiid* CbJont ? 
•AhounfaUB S 

i" 0 | 

■ABwCykmtra Q 
ftwateMnDar, 1*1 
CWTui HO, ftorttMUu ■” 

QM.onau v»: 
880141 


(01865) 880141 or / 

^{ 0133 ^ 88228281 tn^ / 


Harrow^ School 

EASTER REVISION 
COURSES 
A Level & GCSE 

30 March-4 April 
6 April -11 April 

Residential and Non-resi d e ntial 
Boys & Girls 
Bor further details contact 


; HacroifondieHffl,Bfiddfc9esHA138P. 

Tckphone: 0181426 4638 Roc 0181864 7180 
E-maJjb haxxow^esOcomposcarvexoBBi 
hrtpr/AywwJrarrowrgrisioiiak.org 
Harrow School fa » registered darby no. 310033 


° vf Kb ^ OECK 's 


GCSE & A LEVEL 


EASTER REVISION 

* For the first time I feel fiiUy prepared 


and 


confident about walking into an exam room 1 


Our A level < 


i era open to both 


First and Second Year A 


I students 


Member of ISIS • Telephone 01865310000 





HIEUE 

BETTER GRBDES HTIRILLFIELB 

A Level & GCSE 
Easter Revision School 

Otar nrWoMB fafapenfat Schoal jMlriM h «■! 
graif Modie utt afah fadlUB tf dfadofab pricai 
bsifacld at om raddnOgL 
Dote 6 -10 April 1998. 

To (ferns jar nqOwMris and to fod out bmr m am 
hhyMRdAmbShrpaiK. 

. WHtaloDqpLlHMbidEBlwRnbbiSdMMl 

HffiddSdnatSbad.SmoitBAliOYD F\t 

- - E-udfc mpbu O pOMl i n dc f' 

m.- 01458 445823 FAX: 0145» 8405M 


1 EASTER AND SPRINGHi 
XLEVEL & GCSE REVISION, 
D*fly or Residential Istensm ■ 

-Ravistoo Coerses from £160 at] 

■■LLtOLL, HorthiMat London I 

BtSHOPS STOKIFORO, Emc 
WCKUAM5WORTH * »WRE.|W 
HARftOQXIEa.YORK. North YMohlra 
■ CHCAM. Son*, 

r^®mi 9 B 8 Kro«taaiW 1 EMlKaittB 
[ WBttriWBWIiBSaBBBaHBTWSSB UffiSBIS | 

■■■H 727 827000 or 07000 REVSION 

and see our web sits httpifwww.iustincraiaac.iA 

OOM, »* Mh .*.. | .^- 7|w , |w|| r| | h | |t |Mt |||1| ||U W j 


EASTER COURSES 

AT 

HERTFORD COLLEGE 
OXFORD 
A-LEVEL & GCSE 

Cberwell Tutors kmg estahfished Easter Course. 
Intcmfre tuitioa in a demanding yet stimulating 
and friendly environment 

Tek 01865-242670 Fax: 01865 791761 


l' 


COURSES 


Learn French 
fast 

Intensive French Classes - Starting now 


fo*#®* 


For a free brochure call 

0171 723 7471 

Sttonona jy tm Frendi {brawl 

Kagsamd darty no Z 7 E 662 . 

Afianca Frangaise de Londres 1 Dorset Square. London NW1 GPU 
and * MonreB Sl London WC1B 3AN E-mafc into@alBancefaaiYafe8taBVesr)roaA 



independent 

EDUCATION 



St Mary’s School 

Wantage 

Girls' independent boa r d i ng school (ages 11-18) 
Small number of local day gjrts 

September 1998 Entry 

Sixth Form 
‘Taster’ 
Weekend 

30th January - 
1st February 1998 

Scholarship and Entrance Examinations will 
be held during the weekend 

Experience life in the 
Sixth Form at SL Mary’s 


For fnnher iaformation please contact die 
Arina t oons Registrar, Sl May's School Vfam&ge. 

Ox on. QX1 2 8BZ TtkOI23S -768323 

orcml; Qi nylc.cffjA 

RcpBgirdOarliydaficaKd lo 
p ro^kn ngrrtnrart o r ■ Nmfccr 30920 


Make Huey 
. rtaeaSnssenea 

pVsfwNewstalarfaxnBw 

! Morris QAtigs of Joumaism 

shows you naedyhont I 
OWamyax copy today; 
0800371500 ¥ 

c^O 


W 

Wl- STM I N STKR 


COt.I.IUii; 


For further details 
pleaso contact the 
BUSINESS SCHOOL 
Westminstor College 
Vincent Squaro 
London SV/1 P 2PD ; 
Cjusf 7 minutes walk 
from Victoria Station/ 1 

0171-931 7317 


Now% your chance to get a 
specialist marketing qualification 

THE CAM CERTIFICATE 
IN COMMUNICATION STUDIES* 

for individuds working in Public Relations, 1 
Advertising and Marketing 

•CAM is on mdusbyrscogniaed qualification -Ideal for 
caraar progression •Certificate holders may officially 
pradiso Public Rotations -Opportunity lo proceed lo the 
CAM Diploma and MA programmes 

•20-week, day-release course 
starting this January 

*C4M fih» Communication, Advertising and Marketing 
__ Education Foundati on) 

A COUEGE OF EXCELLENCE PROVIDING QUAUTY 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


I T 9 ! 

£38188099. 


See also Mecfia Sales 
0600371500 
+44 1932850008 
MORRIS r 

COUlfiEOFIOtaUUUW Jr 


-'iAKE NMW VI:AK KHSOII TIOMI 


J CAREER IN COMPUTERS 



Hake it happen - m akethebnS? 

In TWlim nfo'll m .. C... : 

we've 



<, * c ' guaimcanons m 
rewarding computer careers. We’ll also send 
^you inforaiation about employment 
prospects and a career planner. Fill it in and 
we u t>e able to advise you on your 
. . _ potential 

* a valuable service FREE OF Chabct 


wuoncowinucH 

I Surname.—--tfals_._| 

.-.PoeaBodB nrmn-ni 


□ZmcrTTm ^ 

E< **—f**^TTih Inf—■■ iIii.ibI nil c_* im 


t=B 




McTimoney Chiropractic CoOege 



4 year part time m tma 
Monthly tutorials 
Self managed home study 


InMmrnVisIttdemh 

The course is designed for mature students 
amending al weekends. A^Iicmts should 
P^sess University enixy reqnireinents in 
saraice subjects, however the College is 

prepared to take other qualifications 

into acco unt 

places still available for 

‘BOURSE COMMENCING JANUARY 1998 


The Registrar 

The Clock House, 22-26 Ock Street 
Abingdon. Oxon OX14 SSH 
Telephone 01235 523336 




Tel No 
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TUTORIAL COLLEGES 41 


Becoming a grade A egghead over Easter 


F or thousands of pupils, 
winter has suddenly be¬ 
come a season of discontent 
fuelled by feelings of inade¬ 
quacy, panic and foreboding. They 
are the boys and girls whose mock 
A-levei and GCSE results have 
been worse than anticipated. The A 
grade they expected has turned into 
a C and the C has cruelly become 
an E or worse. 

Some will launch themselves into 
a frenzy of often futile and undisci¬ 
plined activity, hoping that extra 
hours will somehow deliver the 
formula that has eluded them after 
months in the classroom. 

Others will become disillusioned, 
believing the work is beyond their 
capabilities, and lower their hopes 
and ambitions. Parents wflj be 
understanding but secretly they, 
too. wili be disappointed that their 
child's early promise is apparently 
eroding. 

However, for less than the cost of 
a modest package holiday, hopes 
for an increasing number of pupils 
are refuelled by enrolling in one of 
the growing number of intensive 
Easter revision courses now 
available. 

With a third erf school leavers in 
England and Wales ami 40 per cent 
in Scotland now continuing into 
higher education, competition for 
places on more popular courses or 
in the highly rated institutions is 
fierce. There is firm evidence that 
one week spent on an Easter course 
can make the vital difference that 
ensures that a pupil can achieve the 
grades required for him to follow 
me academic and career path of his 


A week of intensive revision at a good 
tutorial college can put you back on the 
academic path. Tim Jones explains how 


choice. Two years of study will not 
be magically delivered in a week- 
long course but the techniques 
taught can make the difference to 
the A-Ievel and GCSE candidate. 
One benefit of the revision courses 
is that they can help to refine study 
skills and ensure that work already 
done is put to optimum use. 

Nick Jones, the course director at 

Wellington College in _;_ 

Berkshire, says that if 
boys and girls have MRTTV 

been well taught, ^ 

there should be no srrt* fr, 

need for them to at- ^ c Lt 
tend the courses. But, 
he adds: “Some of lHUcp 
them are a bit idle and 
lack the willpower to SCD 

drag themselves 
along. Suddenly, they 
realise that at Easter they have 
reached a critical stage. The sum¬ 
mer term is looming and time is 
running out It is their last-real 
chance to learn and concentrate on 
all they have been taught" 

As in most revision courses 
taught by the best schools and 
colleges, Wellington's classes are 
small, with no more than eight 
pupils, which means intensive, 
almost personal tuition. 

Some pupils will be those who 
need die extra A to get into 
Oxbridge or other elite universities 


Many pupils 
are from top 
independent 
schools 


while others will achieve the 
"scrape pass" 10 secure their entry 
into perfectly respectable higher 
education institutions. 

At Davies, Laing & Dick Inde¬ 
pendent Sixth Form College in 
West London, another leading tuto¬ 
rial college, the principal, Elizabeth 
Rickards, has noticed an interest¬ 
ing trend. Increasingly, she says, 

' _ metre and more revi¬ 

sion pupils are from 
DUpilS * e top independent 

r ~ schools, including 

m tnr> Roedeaa St Paul's, 

111 LW Jr Latymer. Epsom. 

nHc*rtt Francis Holland and 

llUCftlL Marlborough. She 

1 would not be drawn 

•OAS on whether parents 

' who pay considerable 

sums for their off¬ 
spring to be educated raise an 
eyebrow when they r ealis e that 
they need to pay yet more for a 
revision course. 

These courses are now being 
used by the top feeder schools," 
says Ms Rickards. Because of 
intense pressure, students who 
wish to pursue a career in top 
professions such as accountancy, 
medicine or law need at least two 
As. We believe that by coming here 
we can squeeze an extra 5 per cent 
out of a student who has consistent¬ 
ly obtained a B; often that is the 


difference between a grade." 

Easter revision courses — the 
word “crammers” is scorned — 
focus on leaching students how to 
revise effectively, she says, adding: 
“Many young people disappear off 
io their rooms as the exams draw 
near, but are they actually working 
up there?" 

At the Cambridge Centre for 
Sixth Form Studies. Paul Redhead, 
the co-principal, says that when 
disappointing mock results become 
known students can fed demora¬ 
lised and daunted by the task they 
face, in common with other col¬ 
leges, students at his centre are 
taken through the main points of 
the syllabus and taught how to 
interpret the key points. 

They go through previous exam 
papers and learn how to sit an 
examination. "In an answer-all¬ 
questions paper, for example, they 
would be taught to tackle the 
easiest ones first so the)' can gain 
confidence and settle into the 
exam." he says. 

On average, a week’s course, 
depending on whether it is residen¬ 
tial costs between £260 and £500 — 
for many parents a small price for 
something that can determine a 
child's futures. 

Inevitably, there are a few un¬ 
scrupulous operators offering poor 
services. One guideline is to choose 
a school or college that is affiliated 
with the British Accreditation 
Council for Independent Further 
and Higher Education (BAC) or 
one that is a member of the 
Conference for Independent Fur¬ 
ther Education (CIFE). 
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Alexander van Tullekeru course helped him to make up for lost time 


CASE STUDY | 

The revision 
course that 
secured an 
Oxford place 

WHEN pressed. Alexander van 
Tulleken will admit that at times 
he was not entirely as diligent as 
he could have been while studying 
for his A levels at the King's 
College School. Wimbledon. 

Naturally gifted, he had an offer 
from Oxford for two As and a B 
and was slightly concerned that his 
chemistry grade might lei him 
down. To safeguard his passage he 
decided to enter the Easter revision 
course at Davies. Laing & Dick 
and duly secured the A he needed. 

Mr van Tulleken. from Ham¬ 
mersmith. West London, who is 
now studying medicine, says: “1 
was fairly confident J would gel 
the A but the revision course 
certainly helped me to focus on a 
few vital points. Basically, I am a 
person who works better under 
supervision and I found the course 
to be very intensive and helpful. It 
was certainly better than working 
on my own." 

Mr van Tulleken believes the 
course was important for him in 
his ambition ro become a surgeon. 



TO ADVERTISE CALL 

01716806800 

EDUCATION 

FAX: 

0171 782 7899 

. I 


OPEN DAY 


POSTS 


Bromsgrove School 

BOARDING & DAY. COEDUCATIONAL 
BMC. 13-18,700 Pqrils 

6 th Form Open Morning 
Saturday 31 st January 

Starts 9 JO a.m. 

Preparation for University af Bromsgrove School 

.Attractive 100. Aoe Campos; Tutorial based system of pastoral care: Magnificent 
'' £i5mlibrMy'& CireiemCatexs .Sdp^ 

Language Laboratory; Extensive Sports Faafitks; Recently t^jgraded Boarding 
Accommodation - some room with « sole fedEtfoL, 22 ‘A’ & ‘A/S’ levd 
courses,'phis GNVQ, 95% of Sixth Food centime to University; 

Erorilait Sixth Farm results 1997-61% A&B Grades at *A’lewd, 
puss rate 96%; 6 Distinctions & 3 Merits at GNVQ. 

SCHOLARSHIPS, MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS, FORCES’ 
BURSARIES, BURSARIES FORPUPHJS WITH 
SPECIALS TALENTS - SPORT, ARTS, ACADEMIC 

For further info r mati o n write to or ‘phone: 

Mr T. M. Taylor MA, Headmaster, Bromsgrove School, Worcester Rood. 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B61 7DU Td.01327 579679; Facs. 01527 576177; 
E-mail: admisfflOQBff^brandcw.deniODLQOJik 

Brw^^sd^h«i«iiwM»adrtir<>fc.an4se €e e a*Bifl rtey»pGMrf «fc^iM _ 


Secretary of Imperial College 
School of Medicine 

Imperial College wishes to appoint a Secretary for the Imperial College 
School of Medicine who wHl be expected to establish affective 
administration of the School across its campuses. The School, after 
completion of the mergers on 1 August 1997, indudes the former National 
Heart and Liaig Institute, St May's Hospital Medcei School, Royal 
Postgraduate Medical School and Charing Cross & Westminster Medical 
School The Secretary wlH be based with the Principal of the School who is 
located on the South Kensington campus of the Coflege. 

The appointee wffl be lesponefoto for managementof these resources which are 
devolved to the School of Medicine, far administrative aspects of the School, 
tataon and for ensuring that (he medical campusee operate coherently. 
The School of Medldne is one of the largest in the UK and is futiy Integrated 
w0Mn knperW Coflege of Science, Technology and Medicine. 

Canctidates should have a proven record of high level academic 
adnrtintatration, preferably with a medical or scientific background. 

The successful cancfldate wffl be expected to start as soon as possible. 
Further details are avaflable from tha Director of Personnel, Imperial 
College of Science, Technology and Medicine, London SW7 2AZ. 
Telephone 0171 594 5507. 

Appfc afion s ahorid be sent to the Director of Per so nnel by 25 Janua^r 1998. 
The appointment wM be at ALC 6 with salary level commensurate with a 
senior administrative position. The actual level wffl be dependant on 
experience and qualifications. 

The Cotiega te striving towards Equal Opportunities 



OUNDLE SCHOOL 

Applications are invited for the post of 

HEAD 

which falls vacant in August 1999 on the retirement of 
Mr. David McMunray after 15 wars of distinguished service. 

Oundle School in Northamptonshire, one of the country’s leading 
independent co-educational boarding schools, is the principal school in 
the Oundle group. Oundle School has 870 boarding boy’s and girls 
and the two day schools in the group, Laxton School and Lixton Junior 
School, together have 350 day pupils. The Grocers’ Company provides 
the majority of the Governing Body which governs all three Schools. 

Further details together with an application form can be obtained from 
the Secretary to the Governing Body of Oundle School. Grocers' Hall, 
Princes Street, London EC2R. SAD. 

The closing date for applications is Monday, 9th March 1998. 


EDUCATION 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 

THE^S^TIMES 

EDUCATION FEATURES 1998 

BOARDING SCHOOLS - Friday 23rd January 
MBA COURSES 

K rmrlay 25th January / Monday 26th January (Supplement) 
DISTANCE LEARNING 
Friday 6th February / Sunday 8th February 
POSTGRADUATE COURSES 
Friday 20th February / Sunday 22nd February 
EXECUTIVE EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT - Friday 13th March 

For further information about these features or to advertise 
please contact the Education Team on: 

Tel: 0171 680 6800, Fax: 0171 782 7899 
Email: simonjnallinson@newsinLco.uk 


LECTURESHIPS 


Faculty of Lav/ 


kegsrerd Chorny No 309921 


Lectureships in Law 


Applications are Invited for two lectureships in die Faculty of Law at the 
University of Southampton to start on I September 1990. The Faculty is 
seeking to appoint candidates vrfth a strong research profife or potential who 
ran contribute to teaching In core subjects. 

Salary in the range of £ I6JM5 - £27,985 per annum, on Lecturer Grade A/B 
scale. 

Application forms and farther particulars may be obtained from 
the Personnel Department (W), University of Southampton, 
Hlghfield, Southampton SOI7 IBJ, telephone: (01703) 592750, 
e-mail: recruit@sotixKac.uk or minicom: (01703) 59559S- 
Completed application f or m s with fiiR curriculum vitae, including 
the names and addresses of three r efer ee s , should be returned no 
later than 13 February 199B, quoting reference number W/252. 

Woriding for equal opportunities 
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EDUCATION 


TRAIN NOW. PAY LATER 


ft Mr 


; L,'. 




Y;:.' ■ 
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HW&A 


University 
of Southampton 


With a Career Development Loan you can borrow from 
£300 to £8,000 and not pay anything back until you finish 
your education or training. Your course can last up to 
3 years and can indude work experience. The loans are 
Government Sponsored from selected High Street Banks. 
For more information call 0800 585505 for an 
Information pack or send die coupon to 
Career Development Loans. Freepost. 
Newasde-upon-Tyne X NEB5 IBR. 


D/EE 


FREE TOUR POTENTIAL WITH 
A CAREER DEVELOPMENT LOAN. 


■vvvvB 


Magdalen College School 
Oxford 


HEAD 


The Governors of Magdalen College 
School, Oxford, an independent day 
school for boys, invite applications for the 
post of Head which will become vacant in 
September 1998. 

Full details may be obtained from the 
Clerk to the Governors at Magdalen 
College School, Oxford OX4 1DZ. 
Telephone 01865 242191. 

The dosing date for applications is 
30th January 1998 


BUFtREN COLLEGE OF ART 
BALLYVAUGHAN 
CO. CLARE IRELAND 

DEAN 

Bwrii Crikge of Artu KCfctOg «inaowivc md dynamic 
postmen fill the isk of Dean with effort fion 1st September 
I9» 


doctorate. MFA or comparable proftssjoruJ experience in 
the fine hg. 

For further Wormalkin contact 
MaryHnwtes Greene, 

Chairperson. Board of Dtoctora 
Tel +353 6577200 Fax- +3536577201. 
e-mail <bun8n@ioU8> 


ALL BOX NUMBER REPUES SHOULD BE 

ADDRESSED TO: BOX No>- 

C/oTbe Hates Newspapers, 

P.0. BOX 3KS3, Virginia Strut, Lootioa Et 9GA 
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St Swithun's School 

Winchester, Hants S0211HA 

ji Independent Boarding/Day School of 
660 girls aged 3-18 years. 

BURSAR 


The Governors seek to appoint a Bursar and 
Clerk to the School Council, to start in 
September 1998 or soon thereafter. The 
successful applicant will probably in the age 

I range 45-53 years, and have proven financial 
l and management experience. 

1 Applications should be submitted by 

^ 9 February 1998. k 

Further information is available 
from the Bursary, 

Tel: 01962 853170. 
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RESEARCH 


St John's College 

Oxford 

Visiting Senior Research 
Fellowship 1999-2000 

Die FteUBrt and F+Ucws Of SL John's Callage mite 
nppBrations ter a Visiting Saner Research Fefowshlp far the 
academic year 1MM00Q, or part thereof. The Feflowshlp is 
intended to offer a scholar of ouomncSng cflsttro&on, from 
abroad or ifte Untied Kingdom, on opportunity to pus* ho 
t* her own dudy or research as a member of the CoBage. 
The Fedcm wtl be expected id reside in Cbdord Oumg term, 
and accommodation 0rae of eharge) ter a maihed a 
unmaffied Peiow wll be avatebte. The Fefow wa have the 

right to tjndi and t£na b Cofege. ate free of charge. TVmia 

no cfoend ottadied to the Felowship. 

^ PP fcaB ons. In the form of a latter, should ndude a 
U owriculum vitao, the nones of three referees and a 
statement of the resawn* or otter work p m pr wn ri 
during the Felow&hip. AwBcatkan should be mmhod 
by the Academic Administrator, SL John’s Cdap. 
Oxford (2X13JP, not latBrlhan 37 February ffflJB. 

Tha CoflagB Is an Equal OpporttniHas Employer. 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 

Murray has 
ingredients 
for Leeds 
to succeed 

Bv Christopher Irvine 

NO SOONER had Graham 
Murray arrived from Austra¬ 
lia to take charge of Leeds 
Rhinos yesterday than he was 
made aware of two decades of 
under-achievement at Head- 
in gley. where such illustrious 
English coaches as Malcolm 
Reilly. Maurice Bamford, 
Peter Fox and Doug Laugh- 
ton ail came to grief. 

Sometimes it Is not enough 
for the team to win. as 
Murray. 43, the dub's first 
Australian coach, was re¬ 
minded by the story of Derek 
“Rocky" Turner, who won 
everything far Leeds bar the 
Challenge Cup in the Seven¬ 
ties and was dismissed for not 
producing sufficient flair. 

Murray envisages an “at¬ 
tacking. entertaining style". 
At Uiawarra and in leading 
the now-defunct Hunter Mar¬ 
iners fo the world dub champ¬ 
ionship final, he proved 
himself an alchemist with 
base-metal talents. 

In lestyn Harris. Adrian 
Morley and Richie Black- 
more. Leeds have the talented 
individuals to be highly com¬ 
petitive in the new season, 
which begins in four weeks’ 
time, and Murray looks to 
have brought with him a fine 
utility back from Hunter, 
Brad Godden. 

Far from being a poisoned 
chalice. Murray said: “Every¬ 
one wants some silverware, 
but the players just have to 
perform week m, week out 
and the rest will take care of 
itself." Patience by the dub 
and its supporters has been in 
short supply, but there are no 
time limits on Murray, who 
has an open-ended contract. 

Gary Hetherington. the 
Leeds chief executive, said: 
“In 15 months, the dub has 
gone from being terminally ill 
to one that’s in training for 
gold in the Olympics, as it 
were." Hetheringtoa too, sig¬ 
nalled an end of the “money¬ 
bags" tag that accompanied 
the failed attempt by Leeds to 
buy success. “With an odd 
exception, we will be produc¬ 
ing our own players," he said. 


Worried Davies pleads women’s case 


hockey 




JOHN HOPKINS 



Golf Commentary 


T he news this week that 
the 1998 European 
men’s Seniors’ Tour 
will have 25 per cent more 
events than it did last season, 
which means that 17 have 
been added since the start of 
1996. throws into even sharper 
relief the plight of the conti¬ 
nent's women professionals. 

In a telephone call from 
Florida, where she was pre¬ 
paring for a tournament Lau¬ 
ra Davies said that she was 
doing everything possible to 
find one or more new spon¬ 
sors for a tour that is shrink¬ 
ing at such a pace that it has 
only seven events confirmed 
for the coming season. Ameri¬ 
can Express and Hennessy, 
two of its blue-chip sponsors, 
have departed. 

“I’m desperate, not just for 
myself but for the younger 
girls who want to play in 
Europe." Davies, speaking 
from a practice ground at 
Grand Cypress resort in Or¬ 
lando, said. “This is make or 
break for us. I’ll do anything 1 
reasonably can to help. The 
sponsors have got to be given 
the right package. They have 
to be made to feel important I 
do not think we have done 
that enough. 

“There is no point in having 
another six events, each worth 
£100,000. They might be good 
for some of the younger 
players, but for the rest of us 
they are a waste of time. What 
happens is that after a year or 
two the good players don't 
come bade, then the sponsors 
lose interest and then they 
pull out 

“We have been lasing spon¬ 
sors too quickly. The way 
ahead is for us to have more 



Davies, who escaped from this hazard, has her work cot out trying to reinvigorate the European Women's Tour 


quality events. We want one 
or two tournaments that cost 
£1 million to put on and offer 
purses of £300.000.” 

To this end, Davies spent 
much of her Christmas break 
talking to would-be sponsors. 
“They are big companies and 
there is a lot of interest 
though no one has come 
through with a firm offer yet 
if I get one tournament I’ll be 
pleased. If I get more I'll be 
ecstatic. 

“I will play in every event 
they want — if it is a quality 
tournament But I am not 
going to rush home to a 
£100,000 event in Portugal." 

It is a conundrum why the 
seniors’ tour, started in 1990, 
can forge ahead so successful¬ 
ly while the women's tour, 
which has been in existence 
since 1979, has gone from a 
peak of 27 tournaments in 
1988 to 15 last year, including 


one team event In six weeks’ 
time. Terry Coates, the chair¬ 
man and chief executive, will 
step down and there is no 
successor in view. 


A ndy Stubbs, the man¬ 
aging director of the 
seniors' tour, whose 
members will be playing for 
125 million next season, an 
increase of £500.000. said: 
“We have had good ambassa¬ 
dors and we have never 
oversold ourselves. We have 
sold the tour as a whole, not 
on the strength of a few 
individuals. Many of our tour¬ 
naments are 54 holes because 
this enables us to maximise 
our assets — our players —- by 
having two pro-ams. 

“With 40 pros each playing 
with three amateurs each day, 
240 amateurs are involved 
over two days who are poten¬ 
tial customers of the sponsor. 


Say the overall cost to the 
sponsor is E250.000, that is a 
cost per amateur of just over 
£1.000. That seems a pretty 
good figure to me, far cheaper, 
for example, than flying cus¬ 
tomers to Barbados.” 

I have enjoyed playing in 
pro-ams with women profes¬ 
sionals as much as with the 
seniors. Both tours have pro¬ 
vided friendly, skilful part¬ 
ners, though when I played 
with Keith Waters, the deputy 
managing director of the se¬ 
niors’ tour, he did not make 
the offer that I and my team¬ 
mates received on the first tee 
the day we played with Jenny 
Lee-Smith. “Right." she said. 
"Irs a kiss for a par, a cuddle 
for a birdie and eagles are by 
negotiation." 

Coates believes that there 
will be at least 14 events this 
season and dial dithering by 
prospective sponsors is noth¬ 


ing more than common busi¬ 
ness practice. “Several are in 
the last stages of negotiation," 
Ik said. “But it's like running 
any business. You can’t count 
anything until the customer’s 
money is on the table." 

Surely it does not need 
repeating how many good 
women professional golfers 
there are from Europe. Ex¬ 
dude the magnificent Davies 
for a moment and you are 
still left with Alison Nicholas, 
the No 1 in Europe and the 
holder of the US Open, and 
Annika Sorenstam, who 
topped the US money-list after 
sot victories. Europe's i—Hing 
women professionals have 
been much more successful in 
die US than their male coun¬ 
terparts. That such talent 
might have virtually no home 
tour on which to compete 
hardly seems right Are there 
no Sir Galahad s out there? 


Cannock hope to w 
learn from past 


ill 1 


By Sydney Friskin 


LIFE at the top could prove 
diffic ult for Cannock as they 
face a succession of challeng¬ 
ing marches in- foe National 
League premier division, 
which resumes on Sunday 
after the winter break. 

Cannock, who are six points 

dear, start with a home match 
against Reading and then 
meet Southgate, Teddingtan, 
East Grinstead and Reading 
again, 

Martin Gilbody, the 
Cannock nranager, said: “I 
would have been happier if we 
had had a chance to train, but 
we had so many players away 
with the England training 
squad in Sicily that we shall 
have to pickup from where we 
left off. We were in a similar 
situation last year, but we did 
not play well and I am hoping 
that, this time, we will learn by 
our mistakes.” 

Chris Mayer, a resourceful 
wring forward, was unwell in 
Sicily but is expected to play 
against Reading. Edwards, a 
reliable defender, has recov¬ 
ered from a' knee operation 
and is in the squad. 


Reading, seven points adrift 
in fourth position, are strug¬ 
gling to retain their title. 
Robert Todd picked up an 
injury in the recent Los. Reyes 
tournament at Barcelona, 
where Reading finished sec¬ 
ond to the Canada national 
team. His brother, Andrew, is 
‘Stru gglin g to recover after 
being hit on the nose against 
Doncaster in the last match 
before foe break. Manpreet 
Kochar and Howard Hoskin 
are back to full fitness, but 
Mark Hoskin is unavailable. 

Southgate, joint second with 
Canterbury, should push for¬ 
ward with a full squad on 
their visit to Barford Tigers. 
Three Southgate players, Si¬ 
mons, Woods and Waugh, 
returned hale and hearty in 
midweek from foe England 
training camp in Sicily. 

Hounslow can expect a hard 
match when they entertain 
Canterbury, whose scoring 
potential is built around 
Hacker in midfield. 

Surbiton, the first division 
leaders, should win away to 
Oxford University. 


Chelmsford confident 
of making amends 


* By Cathy Harris 


CHELMSFORD have fea¬ 
tured iq more national indoor 
dub finals . and semi-finals 
than they care to remember, 
without wanning the title, and - 
are determined to provide a 
remedy when the national 
indoor league resumes at 
Crystal Palace this weekend. 

The onify other previous 
champions — Slough, foe 
holders, High town and Ips¬ 
wich — should clinch places 
in foe last four, and Chdms- 
ford could win their last four 
games to progress in style. 

Dave Passmore, foeir ambi¬ 
tious coach, said: “We should 
defeat Leicester and Olton 
and haveirt lost to Ipswich in . 
. two seasons. I also Hunk we’re 
stronger than Hightown. .who 
will be missing their En gland 
outdoor internationals. Tina 
Cullen and Carolyn Reid.” 


Lorraine Marsden, the for¬ 
mer England player, has 
joined the club's indoor squad 
and her experience alongside 
the skill and leadership quali¬ 
ties of another international, 
Lynn BoOington, has given 
added confidence to foe team. 
□ Maggie Souyave. the Eng^ 
land coach, has not replaced 
Tammy Miller after her sur¬ 
prise withdrawal from foe 
squad that leaves for a seven- 
match tour of Australia to¬ 
night England play the world 
and Olympic champions in 
internationals in Perth on 
January 30 and 31. 

ENGLAND: J Bfcnson (Loughborough Stu¬ 
dents), S Blanks {Lmesw). K Bowden 

M qatri °T 

F Qrsa£wm < iolto^^^£r 
Moore (Otan). J Mould (Lenstw). C FMd 
Mgtttbum). H Rose (Untwararty ol 
MassacfusflHB). J Staunf&T (Sutton CofcJ- 
fiekl), J SnVtti (Sough), L Wright (C*on). 
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RACING:. ARCHITECT OF FINANCIAL PLAN PLOTS FURTHER CHANGES 



on 


Ricketts and McCloy 


X 


By Richard Evans and Chris McGrath 


t.' 


TRISTRAM RICKETTS, chief 
executive of the British 
Horseracing Board (BHB). 
arid Matthew McCloy. chair¬ 
man of its industry committee, 
^yesterday found their posit¬ 
ions under threat as an appar¬ 
ently impressive display of 
unity among racing’s leader¬ 
ship proved little more than a 
veneer. 

Peter Savill, the most out¬ 
spoken voice on the BHB. was 
warmly received by the indus¬ 
try' committee forum on Wed¬ 
nesday. after the dramatic 
resignation from the board of 
its chairman, and Savin’s 
principal antagonist Lord 
Wakeham. It has since 
emerged, however, that Savill 
had already made it clear—48 
hours prior to Wakeham’s 
departure — that he is seeking 
to widen the clear-out at 
- Portman Square. 

I Speaking to senior industry 
figures. Savill is alleged to 
have said: “Once we’ve got rid 
of Wakeham, well get rid of 
Ricketts and McCloy." Savill. 
in Dublin for The Lad broke 
Hurdle last Saturday, was 
reported to have been in his 
most belligerent vein. 

Ricketts has been told of 
Sarin’s alleged remarks, but 
could not offer any comment 
yesterday. McCloy, in the 
United States on business, 
was unaware of what was said 
until informed by The Times 
yesterday. Bath men will no 
doubt be dismayed that Savill 
appears to be pursuing an 


agenda that treats Wakeham’s 
departure as an opportunity to 
change the tone and composi¬ 
tion of the BHB, as well as its 
constitution. 

The latter appears certain to 
be reviewed, with the present 
structure perceived as incor¬ 
porating too many factional 
interests as of right. A more 
coherent board is sought by 
Savill, but it would appear 
that he might also prefer 
different faces around the 
table. 

Having ruled himself out as 
a candidate to succeed 
Wakeham as chairman, he 
evidently remains determined 
to ensure that a new regime is 
led with the same militant 
vigour that has characterised 


his own contribution to the 
board — culminating in a 
financial plan, presented to 
the forum on Wednesday, and 
now being assessed by die 
Govemment. 

lt is easy to sympathise with 
Ricketts. Chief executive since 
the BHB*s inception five years 
ago, he is not a member of the 
board itself, and is created by 
many as playing the role of 
civil servant — prudent and 
competent — bur then comes 
under fire for not leading from 
the front 

The dril servant is a role to 
which he is well suited, as a 
believer in the efficacy of 
consensus, and he will have 
been uncomfortable with the 
prolonged stand-off between 



McCI 

theB 


oy, left, and Ricketts listen intently as Savill presents 
IHB financial plan at the industry committee forum 


the board’s former chairman 
and its most conspicuous 
member. 

If duly pleased to see racing 
get its act together ai the 
forum after Wakeham’s resig¬ 
nation. he will be all the more 
pained by any resumption of 
distracting and divisive per¬ 
sonal confrontation — quite 
apart from the faa that his 
own livelihood, at £120,000 a 
year, may be at stake. 

McCloy is a rather different 
character, wily and confident. 
While Ricketts undertakes his 
work with something of the 
diffident efficiency of the un¬ 
usually tall, McCloy’s person¬ 
ality is more sharply defined, 
in tune with his angular 
physique. 

It is ironic that he should 
find himself in the United 
States during this latest crisis 
in his career in racing politics, 
having survived its most diffi¬ 
cult chapter after a controver¬ 
sial journey to the Breeders’ 
Cup two years ago. After an 
altercation with airline staff, 
he was briefly in police custo¬ 
dy. That thick skin may now 
prove handy once again. 

It remains to be seen exactly 
who Savill would like to bring 
in to replace Ricketts and 
McCloy. not to mention 
Wakeham. Ironically, not so 
long ago. Savill intimated 
privately that he would be 
prepared to take the chief 
executive’s job, without pay. 
His priorities may since have 
changed. 


TIM CUFF 



Lower can still raise a smile despite being beaten on his return to the saddle on Totally Yours at Win canton yesterday 

Lower sees bright side of defeat 


By Chris McGrath 

TWO jockeys rode odds-on losers for 
Martin Pipe at W'incamon yesterday. 
One of them. Tony McCoy, was ag¬ 
grieved that Challenger Du Luc should 
devise a new means of getting himself 
beaten in die John Bull ChaseTrhis time 
crashing to the ground at the founh-lasi 
fence. 

The other, by contrast was immense¬ 
ly relieved after partnering Totally 
Yours in the claiming hurdle, despite 
losing out to a 33-1 outsider. For the past 
IS months, Jonothan Lower has himself 
been the outsider, in a very painful 
sense. 

In June 1996, Lower was diagnosed as 
a diabetic. Eventually, he managed to 
persuade the Jockey Club that he would 
not be a danger to himself or others, and 


There is an inspection at Ascm at noon 
today to determine whether tomorrow’s 
fixture can go ahead. “We had rain last 
night, further rain today and more is 
expected,’ Nick Cheyne. the clerk of the 
course, said yesterday. 


yesterday became the first rider to 
compete under Rules with his condition. 
He was initially ready in October, but 
then broke a leg schooling for the 
champion trainer. 

To begin with. Lower has been 
granted a three-month licence for one 
ride a day. at a minimum of ]] stone. 
“It’s absolutely superb to be back." he 
said. “I’m the guinea pig, and had to 
have my blood tested — my sugar level 
has dropped a bit. but insignificantly." 


While Lower made a welcome return, 
one of his colleagues soon reminded 
him of the perils to which he has 
exposed himself anew. High Mood's 
fall at the first in the novices' handicap 
chase left Rodney Farrant with a 
fractured right tibia. He began what 
will presumably be a lengthy spell on 
the sidelines in Yeovil General Hospi¬ 
tal. where it is to be hoped that nobody 
told him the result of the last race. It was 
won by his intended mount, 

Cherrymore. 

The grisly risks endured by jump 
jockeys can offer minimal rewards. 
Willie McFarland earlier demonstrated 
as much by announcing his retirement 
at the age of 31. Having ridden 148 
winners during a 14-year career, he is 
now intending to work as a telephone 
tipster. 
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TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 
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1.00 ASHFORD NOVICES HURDLE 

(Div I: £2.658:2m) (14 runners) 
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1.35 STAINES RFC CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,306: 2m 5f) (16 rums) 
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2.05 EASTER HERO HANDICAP CHASE 
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08 P2F1-3 SEAZEY 21 lOF) lJ Otteffl J fflM 7-100 --5 

flog Rantfcap: Ju9 Bus 9-13. fttas Plate 02. Steaay 8-12- 

ETTIE 7-i Sitara Feaw. 11-4 Random ttoau».« M »**■'** 

1997: SUPER TACTICS 011-12 P itato P-2 W R «ner 7 ran 


130 

IS 

117 

106 


RWMToriis l SSflSa WMiiSSa 1 ®'- 

HgTM.pOGyaj B <1,JiBM 


41) fatTOflh Bav fen in handicap Oast N Sengy gwl b 
Greertaack in mice ctee al Aswlffln » 

6b tenet ttit) 61 in B-nmnH \mtap du50 at Whcanton (2m. good to soS). 

RASC0AI ASSAULT cai Wkw ip IW Woaff win tam a sodd yanttWi 


arai 


Liriiiini ■ 

T 







WUSS&BURSH: Itatwix M Hmnwnd. 
26 wtonore Horn 113 nmnare. ao*. J 
Btidw. 3 Horn 15. 20 Ok: P Motadh. 13 

N Hoiwte, 3 from 12. 25.0fc. ** M 
Bradxune. 3 tan 13,23.1V 
SOUTHWELL Trajra« M ® 

wtrras ton 102 Winers. w 

42 tan 200 . 20.2%. D Atarte A 
iremfflL 16-7%: Ptoste^lS tom » 

jssysassetfls^s^ 

Hofland. 22som 111. 10B%, AAtCarthv; 5 
tan 31. 161%: R Havfti, 3 trowel. 1*3% 


2.40 WALTON JUVBQLE NOVICES HURDLE 

(4-Y-O: £2.996: 2m) (13 nimere) 

401 5 ANtmffl MGHT 2D (U Dennc, & C Saids) P tappy lOlO . R Fans* 

402 342 B0RAZON 29 fli Mm l tas J BrcaitHS)| K T«4cn-0av*es lOID C Ltettita 

403 3 DARCY 2D 0UMl Ud) N Calteglcn 1 O 10 _ N WMamson 

404 LNDBTSLAD77F(BetiwUcSSotomPuMcOKitsLid)JJertons 10-10 Prtoe 

4Db TO MYSTIC RSGE 27 (P (fin) B Cater 1010_ Mr X R OTtaa 17) 

406 NCHOL FIFTY 71F a BetWU M T onpitos 10-IP _ R TTnmton 

407 PENTA0 83F (K /tSt H R CMtao 10-10 _ R DuwMdy 

408 P RECGff 8UD( 49 fl. Pipe) R OStetai 10-10 .... _ H Itantogtoo (n 

409 . 23 WALK ON BY 15 (ta R HtH) J Kng lOlO__R Gcea 

410 ZAFARABAD 194F (Mrs E Baaesj 0 taftisan 10-10 - R Johnam 

411 0 01B8LMG 32 (T tal) MBs H M W-5.. J Cttay 

412 RETUTD 41F (LOtir BunOD 8 Mdta 105... I Km 

413 WHAT HAPPENED WAS 119F (P Dooo) U Meade 104_V Steamy 

BETTW6:04 Zatarabsd 02 Bobbm. 4-1 Rented 6-1 Drcy. 12-1 Ntiti Fly. 201 Aitiba tal lYsft 
25-1 otas 

1997: SUMMBl SPEL1010 U A Ftogeta (11-4 tort N Hendenm 16 >an 


107 


ttiBy. 


Barazon 312nd or 6 to RataUdi to made I hurdte to Diepsto* 
(2m 110yd. heavy] Darcy 9'KI 3rd ot 13 to Upgrade in novice 
fertile al Kempton (2m. sot) titti Anotner Mgtt (tevtis) 381 5di. 
Linden's Lad Started moderate /am us to lm on Flat. My^c Ridge a distance 8th ol >2 to Smng 
Wes m 3yo rwrice hurdte to UngBen (2m 110yd. good to soft] tidal Fifty had respectable 
jndtfle-iistXKe hta on FtaL PetUd listed race wirier toim 61 on Fti Waft On By 2513rd ot 8 lo 
Kingdom finpemr nr 4yo novice ladle to Cheltenham (3n It. good to soft) Zanabad stoned 
' ^ ' 5011301 of 20 to Vrtinso to 3yo novice ferdls at Wartic* 


good staying tom m hatend QLfcMrr! 

(an. good) with Mystic Ridge (Tatis) pulled up 


good) with Mystic Ridge 
B0RAZDN on make hurdling oipenence tell agamst Pentad and Ztonbad 


3.10 HAMWORTH HANDICAP CHASE 

(£5.129: 3m) (9 turners) 


M3MP CAIVBQO GOLD 20 (BAT A5) (Mn S Kefeonl k Wtf VII -10 Ntama 
JjfTWti ~ ‘ 


R ODoumdy 
L Fterray 


212005 ARCUtD THE GALE 21 (S) (T Mtiey) D Gntodo 7-11-9 

11P-24P GtWmW 20 051 fl. Ktote) A Tienefl 10-11-9. 

1/1-SF2 BHHlftOURsaF 29 (BS (ta T taw] J GJfcm 9-11-6 .. B Pawl 

111U-81 SAL BY THE STARS 34 0G5) (T Utxm) T Fata 9-11-1 S Wynne '27 

2RJ-124 EULOGY 21 (05) (N Copal R Raw 8 - 10-8 - .. M A Fkzgnid Juft 

1 PI-254 0 RSWELL LAO 20 E) (R Wrta) P Ht±te HH -- A P lfcCoy 13( 

15224-5 GOLDOtSWIFT 35 (DELS) (Ms S Was) G Btodvrg 6-10-2_B Ftoai 131 

4U511-F TEUJCt€RRY 25 (G) (fl Jeta) MBs H Kngti 6-1M . J CdBQr 127 

Long hendupc TetRdiaty 9-13 

BETTWft 7-2 Rgdnrqotndf. 4-1 Sd Br Tie S» 9-2 Eutogy 61 Cariboo Gold. 61 m nd The Sde. 
Ghnorta. 10-1 THBdwry, 12-1 odtii 

1997: DGCTRA DOVE 1611-11 C Mute (11-4) Sonon Earte 5 ran 


3 Arouid The Gale 381 54h of 6 la Wayward Ring hi chase to 
Wmo rt on (2m 51. good to soft) RedBanrourstf 412nd ot 6 to 
Arfer Mote m tastap chase to Kempton tim. softi SaBByTto 
Stars beto Kamfleze fit In 5-runner handit^i chase to Ungfett (3m. soB) tutogy 42Mth ot 6 lo 
FlddOng The Facts In grade I nonce dose to Kemptoo (3m soil). Gotdenswm 431 51ft cl 6 lo 
Yeonofl WteTlor in handicap chase A Chetterhon (2m 51. good) TeHchury toff in handiop chase 
at Ludtmr (3ra, good), orowouste beat Gotoenswn (28> beds off) neck m 11 -runner novice 
handicap chase to LBraw (2m 51, good) with San By The Stars (2fb btoter oft) unsetoed nder 
AROIM) THE GALE has plenty ot scope and couW stage a return to lorm 


3.40 

(Dhr 


ASHFORD NOVICES HURDLE 

£2.658- 2m) (14 runners) 


116 


d 


97 


EDI 40 CCAPFSS POUTER 34 ft Cantetra) i fciriea 61612-S MUteffi 

802 006 EHUVHS PET 429 U Dtaitisj 0 Moms 7-16T 2.. 0 Monts 

603 2 tsnOTF 25 [C Bokrj P tttts 61612 _ R Dunwoody 

604 2Jf-2 KH3GE ANCHOR MAN 104 (A U Graanj A Fata 7-1612 , A Thornton 

605 KJtiSCUTE 86F (P Irkfa) 0 Shenaod 61612-- M RWanfc 

606 0 LEAD HM ON 27 (S Ccmariard) K Camafard 61612_If IMtanson 

607 0 MR SPEAKER 8F (0 Alhn) S Sawy 61M2.- R Thornton 

as 002-0 UUAILAF 31 (Ms A Wxteoti Ms A WtxxSO* 610-12 .. J A MtCartiy 

609 MYRTLE QUEST 7GF (Bectanpl u n StsAas Ud) R Cturtoo 61612 A P McCgr 

610 NW RtSMG (B Ibjtart J Gdoti 61612- L Aspel (d) 

611 02000/ ROAfldlBSPraMG649MrUojdWtettalNrteateson61612 UAFtonefato 

612 ISSUE Of UES 45F (Ho taste Patwrshp) J Atafwa 61612 G Bradley 

613 6-P VOLA PfteASTE 90 <B Gale) P Miphy 61612 . -- fl Fananr 

614 ROSSMORE GRL104F Mrs 5 Tartail N TtiStervLtaes 6167 C UntiSyn 
8ETTMB; 5-2 tstift. 7-2 Wytee (tonL 7-1 Kedgo Anobor Men, 61 KnscMa. No* ftEtog. 161 ftnrtog ^mp. 
12-1 Compss Porter, Tissue 01 Ues. 161 etas. 

1997: NO Ct»RESP0WHG DM5I0N 

Compass Pointer 26171h ot 16 lo French HoBy m iwnce tertle to 
^ Haydocfc ( 2 m, good » arft). Ermyns Pa 73! l 6 ftol 17 to Aouw 

_ si in novice fertle to Netapy (2m 110yd. good) tstolt 91 2nd olB 

to Road Racer to novtcs hntite al Lurtow (2m, good). Hedge Anchor Man 312nd ol 9 to Htsar n 


tonne al Lurtow (2m. good). Ketige Anchor Man 31 
novice hudle to Uttoxetef (2m, good) Lead Him On 411 flth nM5 to Pater Prospect n novice hudte 


te to Utaset ( 2 m jt 
( 2 m. good to soft). 
(&n fi^d. good). 


Mr Speaker 54111th ol 21 la Road Ftecsr to novice hunSe to 


to UtUtaer 
Huntingdon 

tSTTOFF was decent on the Fla and stoned toymive br hts hurting ditout 


4.10 ROYAL MAIL HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3,778: 3m 110 yd) (17 nwnere) 


3P4I113 SMITH TOO 35 
FRT426 PEATSWOOO 
an-430 DEYWAH 34 . . 
31-F4P2 ROYAL PIPER 20 
i«W4 «1A0 20 (9.5) (A 
/5164-d T0MPET00 52JB) 
Ofljwra CHARABTS WH1 
-340252 JOVIAL MAN 36 

220-032 steroms 



120 

1QB 

112 

126 

107 

120 

120 

123 


ID 

122 

120 

107 


(Sims Mrs cm in J Paman 161M2 R Faram 
'AS) (P TirtM M Cramon 1611-11 A Thontai 
(J wmoey) 0 GmWto 611-11 . fl Otmnody 
I (4 Dtitaai) A J WKson 11-11-4 R Gram 

TO K CUnsM 611-3 —.S Wyrne 

(Ptota Lid) N TvwtovftrAB 7-11-0 . C Ueodyn 
. 32 (6^1 G Btaog 161612 — Ate E Btawlor (71 
: j) (Mrs B Uertontl R ffSuTwn 61611 M A Ffegertod 

_ . 15 ® (Odd Dose) S Unto 61610 ... C Vfctto (5) 

21P226 TffPNB THE UNE 425 (D/.G) |M J Spencal J H Bed 6169 It Wams on 
,540-55 PETTAUGH 56 (VJLF Si (G taosti) G tUtoam 16162 .. R Jotttoi 

01642 (SS BAWIT IB (BFG) (Majw B Darall) P Heott 6-161 _ _ G Tonnoy 

644405 KKOCXAROO 20 (Cl fl} SVWJe) D WWte 7-160-- - W Ifenton 

47156 PARADE RACSi 285 (5) (A Bttoranl P Ufltoy 7-160 .. L Aspel ffl 
1P-U412 MUIMOUNT 20 (BJF.G^I (T Brewg T McSrwm 6160 U Bstcttior (7) 

066 SALAMAN 31 3*1 V CTBrian) 0 01m 61041 .. R Thonram 

1/HJPP- HUGE MSTAXE 316 (D^ C Hensley 6160-tas A Dufcy (7) 

Lm htidmr UBtonti 612 Salaini 611. tata 64 

BETTNG: 61 flnyte Piper. Timpteoo. 7-1 Jota ta>. Shepherds Brt. 61 Sotii Toe. 1M afters 
1997: CONDtmr ROY 12-1611 H fruama a (5-1) I*5 J Ptenan 6 ran 

„ Smtti Too 2213rd ot 12 lo Gvsart in handtap hurito to CheSEn- 
1 tram (3m llltod. good) Pwtswod 3flilasl ot 5 to Haite Doring 
In handicap tu* to Ascot (3m. good to firm) Royal (%er 2MJ 
2id rt 7 to TJree Farthings in handicap hurdte to KonAon (2m 51, soli) Tompatoo 1314th ot 7 to 
Sesame Seed in hndicap hurts to Wfereser (3m Al. soft). Champ’s Well beaten a distance 3rd 
of 9 lo Vdamw in hantScap hudte St Mnwick (Si 3f. good). JovW Man 312nd cl 9 to Ton* Ven in 
hanbea turtte al Tartan (3m IThd, and). Shutoeds Rest 412nd ot 7 to Hiteni in hintap 
fertile to Windsor (2m. good to sod). Tgqiing The Line 4£( Eth ol 7 to Mister Sale to obvite 
hxdcv hwrte to (3»teih»n (3m 2f. good). Pettaogh 271 5B? oi S to tone 01 Ou Father in 
handicap hurdle ai Asat (3m. sofl). bb Osam 4i 2nd ot 8 to Ftaxley Wood in hsyitap hurdte to 
FuS5l(2m S110yd. dfr Parade Rner 4KI 3rd ol 16 lo Uayh-fcbyb to novice handicap ludte 
to WbrcBter (3m. good). ImtouiI «t 2nd of 9 to five Flags in fwdnp hunk to Leicester Cm 41 
170yd. soft) tilti hod (41b fatferotn 1214ft. Sabnan 8161h ol 11 to w My Mol in ravics 
to fcflEstane (2m 51 710yd. good) 

TOMPETOO tBj been aytog out .lor a test of sternina and to last gas ha dance 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

WtB 

ftn 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Bfenen 

Kites 

5 

D Gantttto 


19 

42 T 

A Ttenaon 

' ‘ 7 

2 S 

290 

P Wtote 

4 

12 

333 

H Wfemsao 

13 

SB 

191 

R Dfddn 

3 

10 

3M 

M Ftagoald 

20 

107 

18.7 

C ton 

4 

14 

2 Si 

R Ehmoody 

15 

• S3 

181 

Us J Tflkwn 

6 

3 

24j0 

C Dntilyp 

J 

41 

17.1 


YESTERDAY’S 

RESULTS 


Wincanton 

Gortg. good lo sc/t isotr n pta^e&i 

1.10 Cm tab) 

2 . Dines [61|. 

Catars 9-4 tav. _ 

DEtsworn TncESSO £150 S2.50.E1 30 
DF: C252C. Tr^> £1220 CSF £45 46 
1.40 flten tar) 1 , Amerlcarual iCrins'.Veau 
361); 2. Tasty Vows (2 7 ta /1 3. Swinsr 
Special (20-1) 17 ran NFC SDW Rose 1EA 
9L S Me Hot Tote £4700 £350 £ 100 . 
££30 DF £1650 Tcor £56 00 CSF- 
£4264 

2.10 (3m II 110yd chi J. Inrtan Arrow C 

Maude. 12-11: 2. AHbt tlocr (9-» tavl. 3. An 
Funcc 10 ran NR Bear G an. 

Jacob s Wile gi. 51 M Poe Tve £1680 
E42£ £120 r720. DF £1660 Tna 
£13760 CSF £37.63 Tncast£36394 
Z40 Em tale) 1 . Wetton Arsanto (G Supp*. 
£i): 2 . AS Jm (7-11: i Bon vy/a/je n 6 l): 
4 Storm Tiger <14-1). Sfiema Creek 61 tov 
17 ran. hffl i-OvnLam itel. H K &srioo 
Tore: C7 00 El SO £230 £4.20 E4 90 DF 
£30 50. Tio C261 00 CSF £61 36. Tncara. 
£834 53. 

3.10 i2m 5f cril 1 . Cafleoe Bay ;J A 
McCarthy. 7-2i. 2. Sady Home (161) 
Challenger Du Luc (T» 1611 lav 5 ram 101 0 
Sherwood Tore- £4 9Cr. El.70. K 10 Dr 
£1760 CSF £34 85. 

3.45 pm 5( chi 1 . Caperuvray [A P M:Ccy. 
7-2 tav). 2. Majors Legacy (7-1 1 . 3. 
Miieistorrii 6 lj. 4. BueLavw 120-11 16 ran 
r:i Jil J Ktig Tote £4 80; £2 CO £1 7a 
£210. £540 DF £1900 T» £11660 
CSF- £25.65 Trcast E176 74 . 

4.15 pm tael 1 . Chanymore (G Hagan 
62): 2 . hnocK Leader CS -1 J. 5 P»cy Crav 
|62 lav) 16 ran. NF7: Boval Shrew^lMiy T>j 
Clarjicn 2 i_ EJ Mrs. J Pitman Tote £5 40. 
£190. £*r 80 £180 DF. £14.20 Tre< 
£2320 CSF £25 17 

Jackpot not won (pool at £26.879.76 
carried forward lo Kempton Park today). 
Pbcapoc El 16.80 Oltidpot £8720 

Wetherby 

Gong: soft (heavy in ptacesl 
1.20 t 2 m 4t 110/d hdlp) 1 . Revert (L IVyer. 
4-1). 2. King Paddy 1100-11 X Shore Parry 
(7-2 tavl 2i ran. '-.l. hd T EasferBy Tote 
£500: £1 90. £27.10. £1 80 DF £337 70 
Tno col iron. CSF £35930 
1.50 (2m 41 iiOyd chi 1 . CaKty Hang iA 
Dobtin. Il-atav] 2. In Truth (ll<C|.3.Hwg'a 
Way (14-1; 10 ran HR Gems Lad IBI. 5i J 
Lftdh Tote - £340. £2 TO. £2 30. £1 10 DF: 
£6 So Tna £54 10 CSF £17 02 Treat; 
£162 62 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: Tompetoo 
(4.10 Kempton Park) 

Pedigree experts will be falling 
over rhemselves to support 
Tompetoo at Kempton today. 
His breeding — by Roselier 
out of a Crash Course mare — 
suggests hr will relish the step 
tip to Three miles. 

NB: Mr Fortywinks 
(1.30 Southwell) 


2.20 (3m 41 1 10yd hole| 1 . Section Green (R 
McGrath. 7-2 ji-lavi, 2. Ferrers (9-21. 3 
Ncvdc Pnnce |7-1| Eiuswe Sur 7-2ji-br 12 
ten NR Otidy Rymei 2 M >1 T baaertv 
Tote. £550 £1 90 £1 80. £290 DF £11 10 
Tno £29 60 CSF £1833 Tncay £3617 
250 (3m II cf)} 1. River Mandate rP Cw- 
brsiy. S-iV 2. Stoam Royal 6-41»-(. 3. 

D Etajvat (7-1 j Sran NR Unqiaded M.saie 
2'41.3^1. T FcrLln Tow £4 30. £190 £1 50 
DF £320 CSF £1253 
325 (3m II cm 1 . E acaite floue (R Jctmn n. 
■« lavi. 2. Rartcto Ctara '113. F^s !><• 
Gold (12-1) 7ran 141.141 DNcMscn Toe 
£1 BO; £1 50. £220 DF £3 60 CSF £4 62 
3.55 (2m hdroi 1 Cauter (S Tayicr. 5-11: 2 
Dana Pom iB-lf, 3, EiteCutive Ce«sn 120-1 1 
No More Haute 7-2 tav 11 ran 91. £1 K 
Bones Tore £8 4t> £2 SO. £2 OO. £660 OF 
£2060 CSF £4160 Tncasr £66050 Tnc 
£410 60 

Placapoc £3560 Quadpac £10.70. 

Lingfietd Park 

Going: stendad 

120 (lm 41; 1 . Memory's Muse (M Fc-ncn, 
iO>30iav] 2 , krayfft Oamn i7-2|; i. Fatw 
Dan;iD-i) IT ran 2 V-L c(i rid UUadosek 
Tore £530. £240 £1 SO. £1 40 DF ES40 
Tnc, £1300 CSF. 5M3 31 Tread EB7 45 
200 (Irr.l 1 Banzhat !A dark. 7-4 law 2. 
Ratalion (Mi. 3. Ertlcn iS-i) 10 ran NB 
CKel s Laov. l TO. 2 l G L Moore Tote- £290: 
£110 £l 60. £1 60 OF. £8 10 TrO C106C 
CSF C912 

230 ( 2 m) 1 . Sheriff (D HoSarti. B-i): 2. Hal 
Hoo I'arocm i7 2 iatj: 3. Coastqceros Hen 
(12-1) 14 ran 4L 2hl J Fas. Toe £E3tr 
£300. C1.?0. £4 30 DF £1960 Tno 
WW0O CSF. £25 15. Tricas t2iiOb 
XOO £t) 1. Sfrtafl lAJci Gtlk^x. 7-4 Itn>j: 2. 
HpH Tent (7-2): 3. VAd Herb (5-1). £ ran. 

' ti nkD Metafls T«e: £2.10: £1 SO. £180. 
DF C450 CSF £758 
335 (lm 2fl 1. Qasac Jenny iA Madtay. 9-4 
bvi: 2. totabasar itfrli. 3. Manfteto '?■?) 

7 ran 13. rK M Chtinon Toe: £240; £1 60. 
£4.90 DF £15 10 -3SF £36 05 
4.05 (7TI 1. ScyjaB Mle Wss (H Canute, 
4-1): 2 . Casie Asrcy JacJ. 151) i 
Lancasnae Legem (14-n luev's Deed 9-4 
tav 11 ran !'*] liil N Berry Tote £6 00 
£340. £2.10. £230 DF £1610 Tito 
£184 10 CSF £3619 Incas £391 10 
P1acepcft.su0.70 Duadpot £6060. 

BUNKEfQ] FRST TIME: Mussabtegh: 
1250 The Vale l20N«*an 250POT»re- 
dra 320PBnaft. SdUThwefl: 1.30 HeatfGar¬ 
dener 230 Prize fetter 3 30 Htitowey 
Melody 


MUSSELBURGH 


THUNDERER 

12.50 Justin Mac. 1.20 George Dillingham. 1.50 
Baher. 2.20 Noble Tom. 2.50 Lethal Cocktail. 3.20 
Arctic Sandy. 3.50 STONESBY (nap). 

Timekeeper's top rating: 3^0 TOM BRODIE. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT 


SIS 


12.50 STAKIS CASINOS SERES NOVICES HURDLE 

(Div I- £2.057.2m) (10 runners) 

11311 JUSTW MAC 21 fDF.G5) J Ffc&raM 7-11-12 P Cartwiv 

2 63 H0H EXPRESS 21 Mn j fbrtden $-11-5 . A S Snili 

?-3F6 KWG OF THEVES 41 C Mm 6-11-5 ... . 0 GaElSta 

A TtSSKSTIC DCAWr. t) Trown 5-11 -5 C McCiamart |5) 

■ SHWWG EXAMPLE StoJjONtJl 6-11-5 .. ..LWyer - 

6 OP.'SLVER PEARL SffJBada* 7-11-5. A Dobbin - 

7 KM SlMRCE SEN&ATDN 46 R UdimM 5-11-5 fl Supple 

S-PRO THE VALE 9(B) R UdUbi 611-5 ...jSuptte - 

9 41 COUVT 70NY 62 (D5j U rtmmoral 4-11-0 . R GsrrOy 

tO 12V WYNVARO LADY609 Un M Revdey 7-11-0 P Nwen 

4-5 Ju»n tec 4-1 Couri Ten* 6-1 Wynjanl Lsh 8-1 *Wi Eweit. 10-1 athm 

1 .20 STAKIS CASINOS SBUES NOVICES HURDLE 

(Div U. £2.057 2m) (9) 

1 S«?GE0RGEDiLiMGHAU15L>Smti6-i:-5 . . LWyer RiB 

; P-P5 (WaUGtWLUE 21 HAlBrander 6-11-5 MrTJBary(7l 9U 

3 -240 JACK DORY 18 Mrc S Brartwre 6-11-5 Mr M Bradbure (5) 

46P0P MXJKAR117 ffljJHJannsan 5-11-5 . . A Data! 

5 Dfl> REALLY USEFUL 9 M T«Bnrte» 6-11-5 . PCrttany 

6 V-S WESTERLY 27 J FBpena 7-11-5 . . F LfltoiY (3| 

74316 BRDADGATE FLYER 74 pj) D Lamb 4-11-0 JBlrte 97 

6 3 FEEL A LME 9 M rummoia 4-10-7 RGomoy 95 

? S TRAFFAN SOLD 107F UH U RwiKy 4-10-7 . P toon 

i-i aiiinpan. 3-1 Sodtei Gold 9-7 fed A l»e. 8-i Westerly. ’0-1 omer; 


1.50 


STAKIS HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.469- 2m) (15) 

13P21 FWB AM) FAKGY 20 (CO.G.S) Me r riDigsi 7-174) 0 GaUflfter 112 
71W2 TRBMUM 31 &.COfG\ f «»wn 9-11-1J ... A Dota 116 
*4141 OPWA f4|i 16 (VD.S.S) 1. Uonj*'6-11-6 NHarrart4{T) 120 

4 4113 BAHB116 (CD.6S) S Clxl 9-11-6.»fasflCbrit(5) M7 

5 -225 SCARABEJI29 (D.G.S) FStorey 10-11-5.BSwey Eg] 

6 606 PROMTS fflfflf 9 p.Ft P toiteeti 6 - 11-1 _I Jarrtnt (7) 117 

7 -525 ROYAL TIEN 10 nrJF) J New at 5-10-1(1 .. . E Ctarttil <26 

£ 260 CAPTAH TAMCKfil 1081 (DSi J 1M0-9 . M MoK«y 

92600 SAMMSAR30.1 Hitman5-10-B_ _ASStrVOi 109 

IB -656 CHAfltFTORA 44 P£) J Dukt 7-UW . RBtoGtaDiO) 98 

11 FOi-EXCLUSION4Mpj)Jhfl»1Bn9-10-3 . TSBM{7| 100 

12 5406ISRPEU 16 PJLSl C Gonl 7-10-0 . . C BcCcrmtil (5l 122 

12 -ON M0UMT4M fflEAti 21 R AJtei 5-10-0 .. . - BrtanJng UK 

142453 LOflO Of THE RPffiS 30 F L4»jfty6-1(W) . UrSDuadr<5l 96 
15 OOtf* SaEEBRUSM ftouBi 2i j J cnieiii 10-iM) . PCanuny 79 

4-i Opera r*o. 5-1 F» 4 kJ Fancy 6-1 Titewum. 7-1 Barer 10-1 oftei-. 


2.20 STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO CHARLESTON 
RESTAURANT NOVICES CHASE (£3,207: 2m) (10) 

1 -384 ADVANCE EAST 17(DG| V Doth6-11-4 .. TRebcJ 0j9 

2 015 BROCTWC BAV13 (BFW.S.S) IA: U Revcby 9-11-4 P tan » 
31223 CfWA KWG 46 (BEDi.G) J VK&m 7-11-4 . . P Gtiwiy 

4 42P- CLAVBWG 3H (BF) J H JrtnewiMl-4_ A Data 

5 3-OF CQUH1JOKD) 21 Pi H Bteander 6-11-1_R McSitii P) 

t 25-4 KUBUHHYCASTLE36 (Of) jFfi/psHJvl 1-1 FLnriy|3l 

7 4-P3M06S PAGEANT 16 (5) FWUgn 8-11-4.B Storey 

£ 1222 NOBLETOU27 P/.G| t EctiK6-11-4 _ DG**er 

9 P-02 PAflSONS CflSN BOY 18 IF) W Kenp 6-11 -4 C UcConnacA (5) 

10 -003 FALCOTS HADE 13 V Thwraem S-10-3 Mr M Tbompson 110 
7 ? froawe Say. 4-1 Aflyane EjsL 5-1 Fiicon'i Flame 7-1 Uou pjgeanL Cfwo 
King. 8-1 Iteete Torn lM Cbvtnng. T6-I aha'. 

2.50 STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO MANHATTAN ROOM 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£3,579.3m) (8) 

1 10/0 LETHAL COCKTAl 20 (05) J H Jarman 9-11-10 ? Gaboiy 

2 MS ROBMEO 41 IV.S| J Neville 9-11-2 . Mr S Oinck 0) 

3 -Oil SHQNARA'S WAV 37 P.(*S) P Monidtii 7-10-11 A Data 

4 .ri 83 TOtKmetOimfiACltG 21 (S) P Beaiiim 8-105 B Gta (5) 

5 -460 PONTEVEDRA29 (V.G) KMorgan 5-10-0 . ASSnrtl 

S M2 DENTKULATA13 (F^l P taohawl 10-100 . S Taylor (S) 

7 U555 ROGARA13 (T) 5 Laarttiter 8-10-0 ..B Hating 

8 PM KB 13 (F.G) V Itanwn 10,10-0_R WSkaEOi (5) 

9-1 ftotungr 5-2 Tapotawrltocrtig. 3-1 Dnnarai Ihy. 8-1 Derticubta. 10-1 
Poweiedra. 1M LeHti Cofltal 25-1 Rtaa. 50-1 ft _ 

3.20 STANS MAYBURY CASINO MADISON BAR 
HANDICAP CHASE (£3.563 2m) (8) 

1 3-43 BOLD BOSS 35 (D.G.SI G M Moore 9-12-0 . JGaiugtnii 122 
24-2P0UALNASE 15 (Bf.D.GSi J Filrjerdall-11-12 P Cartetry 116 
31341 MARBLE MAN 21 P^.S|U Peril 8-11-9 DBenfcy 105 

a F221 RALlEGrairi P.G5) P Uonerift 9-11-7 . . A Data 112 
52542 PARIAH 14 PJLSl V. IrnftaVer 9-11-3 . . _ P ttven 104 

b F/l-VWOOBRflKE356IG)FVfc«pfty9-11-2 . MrSDmrtlSl 100 
73333 TOU BflDOT 39 (Bf O.F.G) J H jotnan 8-11-2 E Catatai 17371 
8 30-1 ARCTIC SANDY 9 ItaV-SU Ota 8-11-0 (6 k) ISorey 117 
7-2 Bold sou. 5-1 Dial Vnaje. n-2 taUe Man 6-1 Ton Ehrte. 13-2 Rtieph 
7-1 Parali. WBaEnflije. 8-1 Arete Sandy 

3.50 STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO DAY OUT NOVICES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.595: 2m 41) (12) 

1R331 LfTTlf DUKE 31 pD.G) Mr* S Bra«ftum»6-1M3 

WUBndbuncft m 
2F313 STONESBY 27 (BFjG) G U Moorr 6-11-5 . J Cafiafeian flTH 
31412 F0R2AR13(S)JJOTtetn6-11-5 .. PCartwiy Ti6 

4-33BDC91Y PADRE 1041 Sempte 9-11-2 . B Harting 100 

5 -105 ONYCimOWN 55 (BF.F) .r rt Jdram 5-10-12 ASSntii 99 
6-314 PRttflTIrt HEART 21 [D^lHAteurda 6-10-9 RMcGiah (31 106 

71202 REAL FWE 53 ff) M teagter 4-10-3 ..F Loanv (3) 100 

8 PO-5 PRKCE OF THYJC 31 Uc J GoarteDoa B-10-3 Mr S Dvadr (5t 95 

9*33 HURST RYER IB IF) FUunator 6-10-1__ . A Dota 100 

10 0-40 r®GH1HOf FAAff 48JHrtSeflM 7-104)..._LWyer 95 

11303P DEUWfTRML31 nltmiT-iW),.DMtComac* (5) P 

12 60t HP HOP 1449 M Peril HD-O ... DBerflev 

4-1 Hurd Flyer. 9-2 Stonadry. 5-1 Fwar. 6-1 LUe [ate. 7-1 PimthT Hean. 6-1 
Onyeuiow fleai F«. 12-1 mtien 


SOUTHWELL 


THUNDERER 

12.30 Gipsy Princess. 1.00 Napoleon Star. 1.30 Mr 
Fortywinks. 2.00 Phariy Dancer. 2.30 China Caste. 
3.00 Raindeer Quest 3.30 Bonyalua Mill. 4.00 
Blooming Amazing. 


GOING STANDARD DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 


12.30 RYEGRASS HANDICAP 

(Div I- £1.735 61) (11 runners) 

1 05-6 UULUGH Bll lAD 11 raBFl» L.Bwtn S-9-li SWbWwth I 
? OW PfT EWBESS 4 (CD) P tahm 4-M. LOurnod.3 

3 OS- U4KVHARRY21 (D.F1 flHoiltntfiod5-8-13 . . PLnnchS 

4 mo- GP5Y PfVWESS 84 (B.F) U H Lastertiy 4-8-12 B Part* ® 6 

5 4-15 »VEREie6N9iCD.G)WMBna»urre5-56(6e>). Jtttin 7 

£ 04-4 PRESENTMENT 4 (B) SBwrcaj4-8-5 . CleiBUeOI8 
7 Otb ®Envi59(8J)ASlDCtTti«w7J.2 PFceseyOli 

3 303 CIEBffUL GROOM 4 (Fl 0 $&■> 7-7-10 DffSteaia 

9 OOP- CTWGC BUT 21J (BDJtSl N Bvctsd 8-7-10.NDrtde? 

15 00-1 SEANCHAI9 (Dl P Hflale 5-7-1D (6c»l A HcCarftr (7) 9 
1*. -OO MKT CWCITSti « ETirno toll 4-7-10 . IOft Tita 11 

7-2 U-te-Kany 5-1 Hvl Lae Cnrertri 6 iott. 6-1 Fkrei Ert^n 

Suntoa 8-1 rV EftaKi Prestiinen 16-1 other. 


1.00 

(Div II: £1. 


RYEGRASS HANDICAP 

735: 6(){11) 

1 400- BADGE 52 (Di.ELSl A Sain 7-9-10 . . . D Wnpa 3 

2 025- CE ASE 4B (BJ1 S C.d«ns 4-M.0 B<ws 1 

3 000- UNSHAKEN84 (Sj£ Won4-9-13 SDrara5 

4 DOO- CWBt DHU 29 IP.G) 0 4-S-fl . Dean Httrai 9 

5 4-40 SUPHIAPPAHOS 4 S BJWTO 4-8-7 C Teata 0110 

6 26-5 SUNSET HARBOUR 9 fFjG} 5 Mlfletai 5-8-5 R VWa»n (5) 6 

7 046- NAPOLEON STAR 25 {V£DI\ Miu J Ciajr 7-8- 3 TvYUDarru 4 

e 400- SKaTON COUNTESS 61 3 HoHiruhcsd 5*-l JOirimB 
9 ODD- lUPCH 29 IS! T Einoinrton 4-M3 LChamockll 

10 OfrO ajMBDWGWyEPb Sbi 4-7-111 ... . OOfteaZ 

11 MO SPAMSH 5TRPPER 4 (DJ) U Oapom 7-7-10 F Horton ^ 

3-: Ke Age, 4-1 Sue* Hamas. 5-1 itjqr. 6-1 Spnh Snipper, 8-1 

S^eaffiam Hapolrrn Star. 12-1 libmnwing Hops 14-1 otes 

1.30 BUTTERCUP AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 

(Div I: £1.735: lm 311 (12) 

1 346- MASTER BEVELED 34J NStJSS) P E«6 HI-7 AEn«(5|9 

2 13-2 UBHHTYWWS9(6)JEpa4-11-0.. ttseDJcnasI 

> 44 5 ORANGE PLACE 11 (3J£.S) 3 Undtyn 7-10-1.0 JLUwtiynl 

4 M4 CAD GAKEI610 (Bi N Lithmten 4-103 J Tytar-Mwns (7) 3 

5 440- CAROL AGAIN 16J (CD) N Byertrt 6-9-13 W Fearnn t 7) S 
t 230- FOOJSirLUTTEfl 100RBaaman4-9-11 IfcsR BadSaan(7)4 

7 ZOG- MODEST HOPE 4W Mr Uwjronll-M Mrs U Moms (5110 

8 530- SAU PHB192 (C| R Fti*j 4-9-8.C R«afl (7) 7 

3 W RUTtT56MBLE3EJ (VAST»5l teedl 109-5 EByne@ 11 
HJ ,5-3 FRSMJLY HflGKT 14 Mn A E Jotaon B-9-J . AJtita(7)l2 
11 00-0 PflAH BE 14(5)0 [terra* 6-9-3 .. Mo G Yfltime (5) 6 
I? 00-6 AGERBUS QULQS 4 (Of) M Berra. 7-3-3 (*^S8oatcy5 

5-2 »* Farrpwite 7-2 uedet 3t»eled. 6-1 FranSy Ani^a. i-i Faoltsli FImim. 
10-1 Drxige Pteee. IJ-i tal Garcener. Can PeeB, I4-] ofliers 


2.00 DAISY CLAIMING STAKES 

(£2.085 2m) (9) 


1 55-0 GOLD®HADSRn fCD/^,5)UFftao W PMcC4be[3l2 
3 200- BE7TR AfftCTD 78 p/XH.F) U Johnlon iA 9 Dtaud5 
3 400- mZAH 48 (CJ.G.SI R Basem 10-9-7 «... H BaUbnan p) 1 


4 336- PRIVATE FIXTURE 39 (C.GIDUete 7-9-7 D Sweeney (3) 4 

5 40-0 ALM7JC 11 J Honan 5-9-1 J Fanning 7 

6 4127 CHAHAYA TIMOR 36J ft Season 6-9-1 .. . S Drown- 3 

7 210- BRODESSA 39 (P/.S1 Mn U Hevdey 12-8-13 5 Cow (5) 6 

8 134- PHARLY DANCER 19 (ZF.C&S) J Heaeiwi 9-8-13 A btiane B 

9 0to5 TOP PRIZE 7 NjCDf) U ErttB" 10-8-11 _ 6 Banted 9 

3-1 Mda fefftdD. 7-2 Brofleua. 4-1 Piretie Fnan. 5-1 Ptely Danca. 8-1 
CWfiaya Timor, im Golden Haflea Tw Pro. 16-1 other. 


2.30 


COWSLIP STAKES (£3,368.1m 4f) (7) 

1 20*2 FUAL 13 (flF.D.F) J Puih 5-3-3 — 


13 (BF.D.FI J 
2 00-2 CHINA CASTLE 4 (BF.CQ) P talam 5-9-1 


MWirtani 
LCtBrnockS 

3 /50- RBJ) Cf VBKW 39 |F5) Un A Sanntaati B-9-1 .. N Day 2 

4 5D- PfUZfflGHTER I6J (B.CJ.G) 8 Uterilyn 7-9-1 T Wfcms 7 

5 200- RAFFLES ROOSTER 2BJICD) A KMOUe 69-1 fi Warden (5) 1 

6 40-2 DOl TURPM 7 9 Srasl 4-8-11__ _ J Sack 3 

7 524- PRDKjCOL 80 (Tj Un 5 Lzmyrtai 4-8-11 ... . DHoland 5 

5-4 Cluru Came. 4-1 Rnfle*. Reader. Filar. 7-1 DKA Tupn. ID-1 alters 

3.00 BUTTERCUP AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 

(Div II. £1.735.1m 31) (12) 

1 030- MAFTUN16J iCfl S M Moots 6-11-7 . G Uarirlum (7) 5 

2 00-4 5HALAAL14 (Sr U Ouomen 4-11-: . N CiMpman (7i 1 

3 00&' MY HANDY MAN <4J D EBfhrsr 7-10-9 Ms C fflBJms C) 4 

4 366- NOSEY NATIVE 43 (DE.S1J Prate 5-1W _ Mr, L Parra 7 

5 5&6 AJDAR 14 (CD) Ui, S Unyirun 7-10-5 . Mrs U Mans (S) 9 

6 500- RAINfffERDUE5T 1EJ(CD/.GIJEiro6-10-2 WaD.tanesS 

7 540- MADAM LUCY 50J J Seating 4-10-1 |Ass T Speamg (5) 2 

8 300- CHARUE CHANG 16J 8 IkMlim 5-9-13 ta E J Jones (3)11 

9 04)1 CRUZ SANTA 11 (CD) M Chz^nian 5-9-7_ Mr5SBosfcy3 

10 00-4 1 SEE YOU SYDKV 7 (Bl M FWJtce 4-3-3 . V U*ate* 15) 12 

11 003 DOUBLE ECHO 7 (F.G^l Mef 10-3-j . .. J Gratify (S110 

12 (M3- BALLVK&SANGB. 3fU N Bycrte 5-9-3 . V» Fearnn (7) 8 

3-1 Nm«r rfelw 9-2 Sriaaar 5-i Die Sana. 6-1 Utiun. 8-1 Ajdjr. Ramoes 
Quasi 14-1 Mata Lucy. 16-1 often 


3.30 


BLUEBELL SELLING STAKES (£1.738: 7f) (12) 

1 4-45 AWE5HC WWTURE 4 (CD.S) M CEaemar 8-8-12 F Norton 5 

2 200- 4XEMAM 100 (F) H Lfflncdon 6-8-12 - A Daly fl) 11 

3 2-40 ELTON LEDGER "(V£0J)MnHMaodey M-1? D&ggslO 

4 M- JAMAICA BRIDGE 2S (0 kto A Maughton M l? A dime 3 

5 604 MU-ARRIK13 (V.G) G Oldrovd 10-8-1? . KHadasan7 

6 30-3 PKC FUGE LAO 14 (V.CD.F.G) J Eyre S-4-12 OPws 1 

7 560- ROYAL CASCADE 56 i MtMtow 4-6-11 FBoyfe (7)4 

8 604) AlAVA CONSONANT 14 (V) J Batil4-8-7 . SDnwne12 

9 000- AMV LBGH 29 (Cl J H Wtoar, fr^-7.A Macfczy 8 

10 DO-4 BONYALUA l*a 11 (V.CJ A SUerfei 4-8-7 RHSvftl(3)9 

11 0-B3 HOLLOWAY MELODY 4 (B.G) B MdMen 5-8-7 L Newton 6 

12 (0-0 JUST SKAUM 10 w G u Timer 4-8-7 . D Sweeney (3| 2 

M Fmt Rflgr ufl. 11-4 Elton 10090 . 6-1 Astseme Veraee. 10-1 taKww 
Udaat. IM Aramii. BofflMiua Mlu. 14 -1 ifetJOriL Rqto Cascade. 25-1 oflws. 


4.00 


PRIMROSE HANDICAP (£2,944. Im) (16) 


1 004) SASEEDO 14 ff.GJJP Moving 8.10-0 . . G tarter 3 

2 12-3 TROJAN F4R0 7 (BFH.Fj Un U Revetey 7-9-13 A Cubans 6 

3 6M DELTA SOLQL 13 (ELF) V Suw 6-9-12 . . C ftflw 11 

4 414- fiBtirO 21 (VfDJ.GIMnNUacadET 9-9-11 D Rita 13 

5 03-6 PREMIER GENERATION 9 (5) 0 Artuhns 5-9-7 D Retold 9 

6 435- BSmilffi 80 «FJ).FjG) E AlSm 7-9-7 . J Quoin jq 

7 KH) KHGCHP BOY 14 (V£DJ.G) M Ryai 9-9-6 . A Clark 7 

3 26-3 BUXUWiG AMA2NG 4 ffl.F) J Ejre 4-9-4 R Lata 9 

9 11-1 G0NCR5HAH PARR 4 (CD| P Edgrt! 6-9-< ifitu GParHBp) 1 

10 BOD- SOUARE DEAL 27J tCO) S Bang 7-9-r . . CTeaOB(3)16 

11 00-1 PLEASURE TREk 4 ICDjFjG) E teem 7-6-13 r6oi Kkn Trite! is 

12 204) H WJIAHD 9 (F) S taBatol 4-8-11 ,... PFratertio (7) 14 

13 COt- S0LDS4 A££TO(D.G.S)R5 |«eb 5-8-9_DeanNkK»M>5 

14 G04) EW0CXE3T4 (C) [>hdftli: 4-8-4 _ .. .. F Natan IP 

15 B36- DANCMiDESTHY 28 (BFJRBaaimae 6-7-10 LOtinxfc? 

16 05-0 BURIAL UC 14 4 UuUta 4-MO . DWr^t4 

7-2 Gnfinadam Pui, 5-1 Trwan Hero M Bordfte 8-1 flemro Stamen 
Anreng. lD-i Ptaeue T vti. IM te Miqttnd. 14-1 often 
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Brolin and 
Ismael 
find favour 
at Palace 

By Matt Dickinson 


CRYSTAL Palace broke their 
transfer record when they 
signed Valerien Ismael for 
£2.75 million from Strasbourg 
yesterday on a hectic day of 
transfer activity. 

The London club also per¬ 
suaded Tomas Brolin to agree 
to stay until the end of the 
season but. while they were 
securing contracts for a pair of 
players. Sheffield United were 
unexpectedly releasing two. 
allowing Brian Deane to move 
to Benfica and Jan Aage 
Fjortofr to sign for Barnsley. 

Palace’s capture of Ismael 
was yet another setback for 
Kenny Dalglish, the New¬ 
castle United manager, who 
watched the former France 
Under-21 centre-half last 
week. Ismael, 22, whose fee 
beat the £22 million paid to 
Milfwall for Andy Roberts, 
has agreed a 4*2-year contract 
which should be ratified 
today. 

Ismael, a tail defender and 
strong in the air, will not be 
available against Barnsley to¬ 
morrow. but the unexpected 
revival of Brolin's career could 
continue at Oakwell. The 
Swedish striker. 28. who was 
out of contract after his contro¬ 
versial departure from Leeds 
United earlier this season, 
played for free. against 
Everton on Saturday because 
the club had one fit first-team 
striker, but he impressed 
Steve Coppell enough for the 
manager to offer to pay him 
for the rest of the campaign. 

Sheffield United have left 
themselves with only two rec¬ 
ognised strikers on their books 
— Dean Saunders and Gareth 
Taylor — after selling Fjortoft 
and Deane yesterday. Charles 
Green, the club's chief execu¬ 
tive, had promised to inform 
Deane, 29, of any interest from 
European clubs when he 
joined from Leeds in the 
summer and Benfica. having 
failed to lure Ian Wright from 
Arsenal, stepped in. 


United, aware that the for¬ 
mer England international 
could move abroad in the 
summer for nothing under the 
Bosnian ruling, accepted a bid 
of £1 million from Graeme 
Sou ness, the Benfica manag¬ 
er. while Deane is believed to 
have signed a contract worth 

up to £20.000 per week. 

Fjortoft. hoping to secure 
first-team football to enhance 
his prospects of a place in 
Norway's World Cup squad, 
has agreed a 2^-year deal, 
with Barnsley paying 
£800.000. He oould make his 
debut alongside Ashley Ward 
in against Palace tomorrow. 

David Pleat began work as 
Tottenham Hotspur’s director 
of football yesterday, but die 
former Sheffield Wednesday 
manager will have no say in 
first-team affairs, despite the 
dub's problems in the FA 
Carling Premiership's relega¬ 
tion zone. 

Christian Gross, the Totten¬ 
ham manager, said that he 
had not been in contact with 
Pleat and that they would not 
be meeting on the training 
pitch. “He won’t get involved 
in any of the coaching.” Gross 
said. “He will be involved 
specifically in restructuring 
the whole scouting and youth 
policies. 

“He is director of football 
but 1 am responsible for every 
transfer. Fran my point of 
view, there is no problem with 
David's arrival. It is me going 
to make the decisions, but I 
can listen to other people.” 

Fulham yesterday an¬ 
nounced a £125 million, three- 
year shirt sponsorship deal 
with Demon Internet who 
claim to be Europe's biggest 
internet supplier. 

Peter Coates, the Stoke City 
chairman, has stepped down 
in the wake of his club's 7-0 
humiliation at home to 
Birmingham City last Satur¬ 
day. The defeat sparked furi¬ 
ous protests by supporters. 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 


Today's refresher, which uses material originally produced by 
Brian Senior in an English Bridge Union (EBU) initiative for 
training young players, concerns the all-important topic of 
counting. 


*AQ10 
▼ A 4 3 

• A J 4 
*K1087 

*98762 
VJ98 
♦ 10 8 2 
*52 

*KJ3 

VK62 

♦ KQ7 

* A J 94 


N 

W E 

S . • 


*S4 

*01075 
♦ 9663 
*063 


Contact; Six No-Trumps by South. 

You have three spade tricks, 
two hearts and three dia¬ 
monds. To make jour slam 
you need to make four club 
tricks, so you need to locate the 
queen. If you were to play on 
the suit ar trick two it would be 
a 50-50 guess. You need to do 
all that you can to improve 
those odds. If you could dis¬ 
cover which opponent had the 
greater length in clubs, then 
that opponent would be the 
more likely to hold the queen. 
If dubs break 3-2. then the 
odds are 3 to 2 on thar any one 
specific card Mill be in the 
three-card suit. If you discov¬ 
ered that dubs broke 4-1 then 
your contract would be 100 per 
cent: you would first lay down 
a top honour and then finesse 
through the known four-card 
holding. 

In order to obtain an accu¬ 
rate count as possible you 
need to play oiT as many cards 
in other suits as you can. Since 
you can afford to lose one 
Erick, you should also duck a 
heart. Win the spade lead and 
play a low heart from both 
hands (if you played ace. king 
and another the defenders 


LMd: Bight of spado*. 

would be able to cash a second 
trick in the suit). Win the 
return and play off all your 
winners outside clubs. Here 
you discover that West started 
with five spades (of course you 
have to be alert enough to 
notice that East followed twice 
on spades and then showed 
out) and at least three cards in 
hearts and diamonds. This 
leaves him room for at most 
two clubs so play East for the 
queen: first cash the king and 
then run the ten. 

□ The EBU is running a 
summer training camp at 
Harrow- School from August 
2-9. Aimed at 15 to 24-year- 
olds. the camp will feature 
bridge tuition in the morning, 
recreational activities in the 
afternoon and a bridge tour¬ 
nament in the evening, for the 
all-inclusive price of £245 per 
person. Ring Gill Pain on 
01296 394414 for further 
details. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saru relay. 


: v - WOBD-WflTCWNG 


By Philip Howard 


BRANDADE 

a. A fish dish 

b. A dressing for bums 

c. An alcoholic cordial 

BURGONET 

a. A light wine 

b. A Iielmet 

c. A silk shawl 


BUNTONS 

a. Sea-boots 

b. A disease of raspberry canes 

c. Timber supports 

OUSTTT1 

a. Oxford "Saints" 

b. The Arctic guinea fowl 

c. A burglart weapon 

Answers on page 46 


• * 



Jeers foi 

A love affair with 
Middlesbrough is 
finally over for the 
c oy boy from Brazil. 
Lynne Critchley 
wonders how it 
lasted so long 


T here are 42 million 
reasons why Mid¬ 
dlesbrough .should 
be rejoidng today. 
That damned, elusive Emer¬ 
son is about to make his final 
exit After his appalling be¬ 
haviour towards the duo and 
its supporters, they are re¬ 
lieved to receive anything 
more than a few Argos Pre¬ 
mier Points for him. 

Middlesbrough followers, 
once again, have a bitter taste 
of betrayal and disappoint¬ 
ment to swallow. It is a for ciy 
from a mad May day in 1996, 
when Bryan Robson paraded 
the divine Mister Em before 
die world's press outside the 
Riverside Stadium. 

His £4 million signing 
from FC Porto posed for 
pictures, mesmerised fens 
with his ball juggling and 
flowing locks, and sported a 
grin that promised to help to 
bridge years of mediocrity. 
Boro fans were ecstatic They 
had to pinch themselves to 
make sure it was not a dream. 
First Juninho, now Emerson 
— whatever next? 

The Brazilian’s strength, 
silky ball-skills and samba 
celebrations had fans reeling. 
Emma was worshipped. 
Even seasoned pundits 
winced at his tackles and 
swooned at his ability to 
shield the balL They ranked 
him on a par with the young 
Robson. But. as the leaves fell 
and the biting winds nipped 
the parts that warm memo¬ 
ries foO to reach. Robson was 
brought down in a penalty 
box of his own making. He let 
his prodigy off die lash too 
soon: Emerson boiled for the 
beaches of BrariL 
Middlesbrough was devas¬ 
tated. Hie press feasted on its 
frailties. Fans fdt mauled and 
mutilated, a feeling they grew 
accustomed to when Boro 
failed to fulfil their fixture 
against Blackburn Rovers 
because of injury, illness and 
bad advice in December 1996. 

Emerson returned with his 
pretty, young homesick part¬ 
ner, Andrea. The dub bent 


cksbags 
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Emerson’s talent was undoubted, but supporters have been left feeling betrayed 


over backwards to help the 
couple to settle in the area 
and fens gave Emrao a sec¬ 
ond chance. But the other 
recalcitrant child. Ravanelli 
started to play up. The sicken¬ 
ing cycle of malaise began, 
and as hard as grafters such 
as Nigel Pearson, Robbie 
Mustoe and Juninho tried, 
they just could not keep the 
ship on course. 

Robson appeared to suffer 
a bout of depression, ft 


seemed that the team was 
selected with the aid of a 
bottle of beer and a pair of 
dice, the necessity for keeping 
such attacking players as 
John Hendrie and Jan-Aage 
Fjortoft escaping hint 
through the holes id his leaky 
defence. By the time he recov¬ 
ered, it was too late. Boro 
were on the slide. 

Robson chose not to smack 
his problem child, breaking 
with the traditions of Clough 


and Rioch, but, when the 
team needed it most, Emer¬ 
son's prowess on the pitch 
went AWOL. Robson perse¬ 
vered with him, the fens 
persevered with him — even 
when he lapsed twice more. 

Supporters endured the 
nightmare on Eliand Road, 
having seethed as Emerson 
stormed down the tunnel, 
abandoning his team as rele¬ 
gation was confirmed. They 
suffered, again -.when Di 


Matteo left him for dead to 
score the fastest goal ini the 
history, of FA Cup Ffoals at 
W emb ley. But they did not 

turn against him 

When 50,000 people lined 
foe streets of Middlesbrough 
to cheer their defeated team, 
Emerson was so moved feat, 
there and' then, from the 
open-top bus, he pledged his 
future to the dub. Everyone 
was astounded. 

This season, “Em-er-son!" 
chants had returned to the 
Riverside, causing tidal 
waves of passion along the 
Tees. On the pilch, the mid- 
field player's form had also 
been rediscovered and. off it, 
Craig Hignett, one of his 
team-mates, described him as 
“one of tire happiest people 
you could meet". 

Emerson enjoyed Teesside 
and its friendly people, but he 
became increasingly irritated 
with the new; harder-line 
nHirodi- of Keith Lamb, the 
chief executive: And. of 
course, his partner did not 
tike... the weather. 

Kevin Keegan did not mind 
the weather on Teesside. Nei- 

When the team 
needed it most, 
his prowess on 
the football pitch 
went AWOL’ . 


tiler does Sir John Halt Peter 
Reid and Alan Shearer and 
fodr families, who also live in 
foe area. But when the big¬ 
gestderision of a giii’s day is 
what colour nail varnish to 
wear, it iseasy to see why 
Tenerife tops Teesside. 

When Emerson’s morals 
are exposed to the pressure of 
his partner, ins agent and his 
ego. he flits one way then 
another, like a leaf on the 
wind. When he is good, he is 
very. very good, but when he 
is bad,.. . 

Boro supporters loved Jinn. 
Juninho jilted them. Ravan- 
elli railroaded them, but 
F.inm n remained — until 
Christmas, when his garden 
shed blew away in foe gales 
along with the final vestiges 
of his integrity. ■ ■ 

Love is blind. You want to 
believe. Just one smile and 
everything will be OK. But it 
is not that way for Boro fens. 
They most hold foe magic in 
their hearts, never let it fade 
away. .vand movetin. 




exceeds 
supply at 
Walsall 

By Russell Kempson 

ALL roads In Walsall led to the 
Bescot Stadium yesterday as 
supporters of the Nationwide 
League second division dub 

clamoured for tickets for the . 
FA Cup fourth-round tie 
against Manchester United on 
January 24. With an allocation 

of only &500 for the trip to Ok^ 

Trafford, many of the fens wil? h 
be disappointed. 

"We're trying to make sure 
foe tickets go to the right 
people but when the demand 
is greater’than you can supply, 
it’s bound to be a difficult 
process.” Jeff Bonsor, the Wal¬ 
sall chairman, said. "I sup¬ 
pose a few people will get 
irate, but were doing our 
best" 

Season-ticket holders have 
been given priority, as have 
holders of ticket stubs from 
Walsall's home game against 
Chesterfield last Saturday. 
Fans who bought a season- 
ticket yesterday, and those 
who purchase more than £25- j*. 
worth of merchandise from £|P: 
the dub shop, will also qualify 
for seats at Old Trafford. 

With but one of the third- 
round ties having been com¬ 
pleted — Reading and 
Cheltenham Town replay at 
Elm Park next Tuesday — 15 
dubs from the FA Carling 
Premiership have survived 
The first division is represent¬ 
ed by 13 teams, with two from 
the second — Walsall and 
Grimsby Town — and only 
Cardiff City from the third. 

Cardiff who will play the 
winners of the Reading- 
Cheftenham rematch at 
Ninian Park, have attracted 
one of the largest bets. A 
mystery punter in central 
London placed £1.000 each¬ 
way, plus tax, on the Welsh \ 
dub at odds of 400-1. ■'f ; 

"He stands to win £600.000 
but we aren't lasing too much 
sleep about having to payout.” 
Graham Sharpe, a spokes¬ 
man for William Hill. said. 

The biggest stake so far is 
£2500 on Coventry City to win 
the Cup at 40-1. 

Stevenage Borough's tie 
with Newcastle United at their 
Broadhall Way ground on 
January 25 mil be shown live 
on Sky. with a 4J0pm kick-off. 

On foe same day. ITV has 
chosen to screen Manchester 
City’s game with West Ham 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 


White: Eduard Rozentalis 
Blade Mark Hebden 


Dynamic duo 


Hastings Premier 
December 1997 


Hastings was also a success 
for two players who shared 
second prize, the Lithuanian 
grandmaster Eduard Rozen¬ 
talis and the young French 
prospect Eloi Relange. The 
latter completed his grand¬ 
master title at Hastings. 

White: James Plaskett 
Black: Eloi Relange 
Hastings Premier 
December 1997 
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Ruy Lopez 
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Times book 


The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene's dai¬ 
ly column in The Times, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B. T. Batsford 
Ltd (tel: 01376 321276 at £6.99 
plus postage and packing). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


WINNING MOVE 


Bfy Raymond Keene 

White to play. Fran the game 
Siripunsky — Cooke. 'New 
York 1997. Both sides have 
achieved rheir objectives. 
While has broken through on 
kingside. Black on queenside 
and in foe centre. It is While to 
move, this proved decisive. 
How did he continue? 

Solution on page 46 



NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Bodmin sample pastures new 


THEY had followed from afar 
the exploits of Falmouth 
Town, Truro City, Torpoint 
Athletic and Potthleven, and 
supporters of Bodmin Town 
made it clear they, too, would 
like a taste of the glamour 
supplied by the FA Carlsberg 
Vase. Bodmin yielded to their 
pleas and for the first time 
joined the band of dubs from 
the Jewson South. Western 
League prepared to launch 
themselves beyond the bound¬ 
aries of Cornwall. 

So it comes about that 70 
players, officials and support¬ 
ers will board a coach at II 
o'clock this morning and head 
for Teesside, where they will 
tackle Biltingham Town, of 
the Amort Insurance North¬ 
ern League, in a fourth-round 
tie tomorrow. 

The Bodmin party will 
spend two nights in Stainron. 
Under FA rules the home club 


By Walter Gammje 

must meet visitors’ travel costs 
and pay up to £20 towards a 
night's accommodation for 20 
people. “It’ll cost each team 
£600 to £800," Thomas Don¬ 
nelly, foe BUlingham secre¬ 
tary, said. “Well expect to 
make a loss but irwont stop 
us enjoying ourselves." 

Far Bodmin, it is an epic 
undertaking fbrwhich visits-to 
Welton Rovers and BAT in 
earlier rounds have not fully 
prepared them. What they 
take with them is the stability 
of having a manager in Ricky 
Cardew who has served for 13 
years — with a break of just 
two months ended when both 
parties found they could not 
do without each other. 

Bodmin have not been out of 
the top five in the league 
during CardeWs years, pos¬ 
sess a nucleus of players who 


have been together for six 
seasons and, in Colin Hawke, 
one of Cornish football’s lead¬ 
ing lights. 

Bill In gha m are old hands at 
the Vase, ft is their second 
appearance in the fourth 
round, haring gone out at 
Greslef- Rovers in 1991, and a 
second highlight of foe season. 
Promotion Iran the Northern 
League second division reunit¬ 
ed than with their friendly 
rivals BOiingham Synthorria, 
over whom they enjoyed their 
first leaguer victory since 1982 
on Boxing Day. 

Trevor Arnold, their man¬ 
ager. is the managing director 
of a local engineering com¬ 
pany and injected new energy 
after lean titties. One man to 
support Town through thick 
and thin, however. • is Ian 
Pa Ulster, whose son, Gary, is 
the dub's most famous old 
boy. ■ 


CRICKET 

Sri Lanka’s batsmen 
pay for impatience 

PAUL STRANG, foe leg spin- overs of sustained pace, made 
ner. captured four Sri Lanka the initial breakthrough by 
wickets for 77 to give Zimha- dismissing Sanalh Jayasuriya 
bwe foe edge in foe second for foe third consecutive time 
Test match in Colombo yes¬ 


terday. Strang played the key 
role as Sri Lanka were bowled 
out for 25s in their first 
innings — 26 behind — on the 
second day at the Singhalese 
Sports Club, 

Zimbabwe, beaten by eight 
wickets in the first of the two 
Tests, were 24 for one in their 
second innings at the dose 
leading overall by 50. They 
lost Gavin Rennie for 12 to 
part-time off-spinner, Ara- 
vinda de Silva, who opened 
the bowling with Ravindra 
Pushpakurn&ra in foe ab¬ 
sence of Chaminda Vaas, the 
fast bowler, who has measles. 

In foe morning, Zim¬ 
babwe’s first innings lasted 
only two more balls as 
Mpumdelo Mbangwa was 
leg-before to Pushpakumara 
for nought without addition 
to the- overnight 31 for 
nine. 

Strang, ably supported by 
Heath Streak, font played 
havoc with Sri Lanka's impa¬ 
tient batsmen. Streak, who 
finished with two for 28 in 15 


m foe two Teste. 

The left-hander played a 
casual on drive and was 
caught at mid-on for five. 
Marvan Alapattu, a double 
centurion in the first Test, 
made 48 before being caught 
behind attempting to cut 
Strang. Streak added foe cru¬ 
cial wicket of de Silva for 27. 
and Sri Lanka slipped to 130 
for five at tea. 

Aijuna Ranatimga, the Sri 
Lanka captxain, and Romesh 
Kaiuwitharana, the 
wicketkeeper, staged a minor 
recovery with a sixth wicket 
stand of 68 in 72 minutes. Kai¬ 
uwitharana played an explo¬ 
sive innings of 51 off 46 balls, 
with 12 fours, before he was 
given out caught behind off 
Strang. Television replays 
showed however, that Kaiu¬ 
witharana had not toadied 
foe ball 

Ranatunga completed his 
29th h.itcencury in 76 Tests— 
which mbduded six fours — 
before sweeping Strang to be 
caught by Streak at square 


England are 
humbled by 
Bangladesh 

ENGLAND Under-19^ lour 
of South Africa readied an 
embarrassing low yesterday 
when they lost their third and 
final Under-19 World Cup 
pool match to Bangladesh by 
three wickets (John Stern 
writes). 

Of foe top six batsmen, only 
Paul Franks, with 65. and 
Robert Key, with 27, made 
scores and England were reli¬ 
ant again on the lower order 
for respectability. They were 
bowled out for 223 but victory 
still ought to have been 
passible. 

However, foe Bangladesh 
batsmen were inspired hy the 
incentive that if they reached 

foe target in 38 overs, they and 

not England, would finish 
second in the pool on net run- 
rate and progress to foe "super 
league" stage. 

Mehnir Hossain and Al 
Shariar Rokon, foe captain, 
added 96 in 15 overs for foe 
third wicket, but Bangladesh 
collapsed from 166 for three to 

1S7 for seven before Pahim 
Muntasir and A. K. M 
Ashanullah played sensibly to 
claim victory in 44 overs—not 
enough for foe “super league” 


SPORT 
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Price puts 
paid to 
Gillett 

■ BOWLS: LesGillett, the 
International Open 
champion, lost to John 
Price in the quarter-finals of 
foe CIS (Insurance) Welsh 
Masters at Llanelli yesterday 
(David Rhys Jones writes). 

It gave Price particular 
pleasure to avenge his 
defeat by Gillett in foe semi- f 
finals of the Open at 
Preston last October. 

Gillett, a supremely 
confident player, looked the 
likely winner when he won 
the first set 7-5, but Price 
replied with a 7-2 success 
in the second. Gillett 
established a 4-1 lead in 
the decider, but Price 
patiently worked his way 
back into contention and took 
the lead at 5-4. 

GfiJett saved a match lie W 
on the next end and squared It 
the set at 5-5 with a single, ^ 

but two singles earned Price a „ 
place in the semi-finals 
today. 

London calling j 

■ ATHLETICS: Josia 
Tbugwaoe. the Olympic 
champion from South 
Africa, and Abel Anton, foe 
world champion from 
Spain, will compete in the 
London Marathon on 
April 26. Thagwane finished 

third last year but Anton 
has entered for foe first time. 

Shape of future * 

■ MOTOR RACING: V -' 

Benetton yesterday unveiled •> 
the car they hope will re¬ 
establish them as a leading 
forttein Formula One this 
season. The B198 has been 
built by Nick Wirfo, the 
Benetton chief designer, in a 
new technical partnership 
with Bridgestone. 

Temple qualifie 

■ SKBNCfc Sam Temple, 
from Oxford, became foe 
first Brifon to qualify for 
foe Olympic freestyle team 
with a careeehest fifth 
place in foe Europa Cup 
event at Airolo, 

Switzerland yesterday. 
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5 Game’s disfigured face needs urgent cleansing 

»Val V T ^ 1CTe were several other - pursuing disagreements off M|!*VVVWVfRf99 forward, undergoing surejerv masonic closeness, has gone union has hidden areas u-h 

% 1 I Iwvs and indfxvi unsavoury incidents in the the fidd that could have to his ear was worth remark- forever. But action was irrnn- no eve can probe. 

}, “ Sris! w3j be S r!f y rounds of the Hemekai awkward con sequences for The ing upon, and at some length, ediately taken in 1966. Ross In both American food 


U p and down the 
land this weekend, 
boys, and indeed 
girls, will be en¬ 
couraged to pick up the ball 
and run. They will not pause 
to wonder whether they 
should play rugby union or 
not They, being young, will 
simply want to get on with it 
Their mothers, cm the other 
hand, may wish to think 

further on the _ 

marten headmas¬ 
ters might also "The * 
find reason to re- 


jfctsist. Rugby union 
^is in troubled wa¬ 


ters. The “ear-bit- jj; son 
mg" incident at 
Bath last Satur- 1 thi 
day is another 
painful episode in 
a worrying accumulation of 
misdemeanours or misfortune 
this season. 

In the autumn. Pontypridd 
were involved in a fracas on 
the field in Brive that contin¬ 
ued later that night as a bar¬ 
room brawl in the town. The 
police were called in and court 
proceedings are still pending. 


The sport is 
not as big as 
it sometimes 
thinks 9 


There were several other 
unsavoury incidents in the 
eariy rounds of the Heineken 
Dtp as well as in domestic 
fixtures closer to home. Tony 
Rees, of Cardiff, .was accused 
by Harlequins of kicking Gar¬ 
eth Llewellyn. Rees was subse¬ 
quently banned for 90 days. 
Martin Johnson, captain of the 
British Isles in South Africa, 
was died when wearing 

_England's colours 

after throwing a 
»Ort is punch at Justin 

Marshall, the 
31g aS New Zealand 

scrum halt 

times The injury that 
■ occurred ra Gwyn 
ks’ Jones, the Wales 

_ captain, was of a 

different, sadder, 
kind. That he severely dam¬ 
aged his neck in a ruck is a 
stark and tragic Illustration of 
the danger that is ever-presem 
in rugby, even when it is 
played strictly within the laws 
of the game. 

While rugby experiences 
such vidssitudes on the pitch, 
the game's administrators are 


SWIMMING 


pursuing disagreements off 
the field that could have 
awkward consequences for the 
structure of rugby- in die 
northern hemisphere. Their 
behaviour, too. is unsightly. 

For three decades, rugby 
union has enjoyed an uninter¬ 
rupted period of success. Rug¬ 
by union, with nowhere near 
the level of support that foot¬ 
ball or indeed fishing enjoy, 
has been made to fed impor¬ 
tant The sport is not as big as 
ir sometimes thinks, but it has 
acquired a rich seam of high 
revenue and a loyal following. 

This success has much to do 
with hs potential to be a noble 
and dramatic 'sporr. with its 
camaraderie, sense of team¬ 
work, its networking friend¬ 
ships and frequent lack of 
seriousness. This potent com¬ 
bination contributes vastly to 
the fon and its attraction. The 
five nations' championship, 
which stats next month, will 
prove once again the populari¬ 
ty of this image. 

But the rugby authorities, 
flattened by the waiting list of 
sponsors and the wooing of the 


Palmer plunders 
second bronze 
behind teenagers 


PAUL PALMER-defeated the 
Olympic and European cham¬ 
pions in setting a British 
record and winning a bronze 
medal in the 400 metres 
T freestyle at the world champi¬ 
onships here yesterday. How¬ 
ever, he was unable to cope 
with two Australian teen¬ 
agers. Ian Thorpe and Grant 
Hackett, the former becoming 
the youngest ever men's world 
champion at 15 years and 94 
days. 

Thorpe beat the record of 
another Australian. Steven 
Holland, who became world 
champion over 1300 metres at 
the inaugural world champi¬ 
onships in 1973, by six days. 

It was the pace-setting cour¬ 
age of Hackett. 17. that pulled 
. Thorpe to victory in-3min 
46.29sec, the fourth-fastest 
time in history. With Thorpe 
content to "save some petrol in 
my tank for later in the race", 

, and Palmer hanging on the 
Ij/youngster’s shoulders, 
“Hackett spent seven lengths of 
the eight almost two seconds 
ahead. 

As Hacketfs stroke short¬ 
ened oimmg off the last turn, 
Thorpe seized the day, nar¬ 
rowing the gap minutely with 
every passing stroke. Thorpe 
swam tire last 50 metres 
1.53sec faster than his team¬ 
mate and stole the tide by 
O.LSsec. leaving Hackett to 
take silver in 3min 46.44sec 
and Palmer bronze in 3min 
4S.02sec a British record that 
the national champion has 
hankered after since clocking 
3min 48.14sec for the silver 
medal at the European cham¬ 
pionships in 1993. It was also. 
^tbe twelfth fastest in history. 

Palmer was beaten for the 
p 1997 European title last year, 
when Emiliano Brembilla set 
the third-fastest time ever of 
3min 45.96sec. The Italian 
finished 0.58sec behind Palm¬ 
er for fourth place yesterday, 
while Danyon Loader, the 
New Zealander who won the 
Olympic title in 1996 ahead of 
Palmer, finished lasr here. 


From Craig Lord in pekth 

Palmer, who hails from 
Lincoln but trains in Bath, has 
won a medal at every leading 
championship since winning 
the European junior title in 
1991. Now 23, he believes that 
a new training regime at the 
lottery-funded University of 
Bath centre of excellence is 
.starting to pay dividends. 

It was Palmers second 
bronze medal of the week, die 
first coming in the 4x200 
metres relay on Tuesday. He 
had been “pretty shocked" by 
his lack of speed over 200 
metres, a distance over which 
he became European champi¬ 
on last year. T had been 
warned that my speed would 
be affected at first by the 
longer sessions Pm doing 
now." he- said. However, 
Palmer does not intend to give 
up the shorter distance. 
“We’ve got a good relay team 
and I want to be part of it, 
winning medals." Palmer 
said. 

Thorpe has now won two 
gold medals and Hackett a 
gold and silver. Hackett will 
be among Graham Smith’s 
main opponents in the 1300 
metres on Sunday. With 
Thorpe, he represents the 
dawn of a new generation, 
among whom Agnes Kovacs. 
of Hungary, and. Lenny 
Rrayzdburg. of the . United 



Palmer British record 


States, won their first world 
titles yesterday. 

Kovacs is die latest talent 
from the stable of Lazslo Kiss, 
the Hungarian mentor of the 
now-retired Krisztina Egers- 
zegi. who in Atlanta became 
only the second swimmer, 
after Dawn Fraser, to win the 
same Olympic title at three 
successive Games. Kovacs 
used her powerful technique 
to good effect, ploughing to 
victory in the 200 metres in 
2min 25.45sec more than a 
second inside the champion¬ 
ship record. 

Samantha Riley, the defend-, 
ing champion, of. Australia, 
and Penny Heyns, the Olym¬ 
pic champion, missed the 
medal rostrum-again, as they 
had in the 100 metres. The 
silver and bronze medals went 
to the United States. Kristy 
Kowal, die winner of the 100 
metres on Tuesday, just get¬ 
ting the better of’lfr-year-old 
Jenna Street 

Kovacs, also 16, was greeted 
by a kiss from Kiss and an 
embrace from Egerszegi after 
her race, but the time dis¬ 
pleased her, shy as ir was of 
the world record of 2min 
24.76sec, set by Rebecca 
Brown, of Australia, in 1994. 

Krayzelburg, bom in Russia 
but living in Los Angeles, was 
equally unhappy with his 
55.00sec in the 100 metres 
backstroke, but winning his 
.first world title was consola¬ 
tion enough. 

His victory set in motion a 
chain reaction of success for 
the United Stales, whose Jen¬ 
ny Thompson set a champion¬ 
ship record of 5S.46sec in the 
100 metres butterfly. It was the 
third-fastest time ever behind 
the 57.93sec of Maty T. 
Meagher, of the United States, 
and Liu Lunin, of China. 

The American haul was 
completed with victory in the 
4x100 metres freestyle in a 
championship record of 3min 
16.69sec, Australia and Russia 
following on. Great Britain 
were seventh. 



Rugby Commentary 


competing television com¬ 
panies. give the impression of 
thick-skinned complacency. 
This season's malaise cannot 
continue and needs, hurriedly, 
to come to a halt. 

What happened at Bath was 
remarkable. That is precisely 
the point. The "biting" inci¬ 
dent that resulted in Simon 
Fenn. the London Scottish 


forward, undergoing surgery 
to his ear was worth remark¬ 
ing upon, and at some length. 
To take a chunk from a 

person's ear. as is alleged, is a 
savage physical assault but. 
for the sake of rugby's reput¬ 
ation. it needs to be 
emphasised that this is far 
from being an everyday 
occurrence. 

What is cause for further 
worry is the protracted nature 
of the investigation and the 
uncertainty as to who was 
responsible. A structure needs 
urgently to be put in place to 
expedite any action in furore 
and not to be as long, agonis¬ 
ing and ambiguous as is now 
the case. In a professional 
world, the treatment of this 
case is. it has to be said, 
thoroughly unprofessional. 

For all die chances for 
humbug, the old amateur 
way. as articulated by Tom 
Bedford in the letter pages 
yesterday, could be singularly 
efficacious. Thai private and 
intimate nature of rugby at the 
time, ridiculed and envied in 
equal proportions for its 


masonic closeness, has gone 
forever. But action was imm¬ 
ediately taken in 1966. Ross 
Cullen' was sent home and 

apologies offered by the Aus¬ 
tralia manager. There was 
satisfaction ali round. 

Admittedly, it cuuld be 

somewhat arbitrary. New Zea¬ 
land were less exemplary and 
attempted to exonerate John 
Ashworth afieT he irampled 

on the face of _ 

J.P.R. Williams 

in 197S. Noneihe- ‘TllC 

iess. the ceremony 

of such innocence ftllth 

is drowned: it has 

all changed, ap] 

changed utterly. 

The journey COmp 

upon which rug- 
by has embarked 
is long and arduous, with 
many a perilous pitfall lying in 
wait. There will no doubt be 
more. With three officials on 
duty at the Recreation 
Ground, and a video record¬ 
ing available, that there re¬ 
mains no conclusive evidence 
as to what precisely happened 
is firm Testimony that rugby 


‘The rugby 
authorities 
appear 
complacent* 


union has hidden areas where 
no eye can probe. 

In both American football 
and rugby’league, there are no 
opportunities for prolonged 
confrontations to contest the 
ball as there are at scrum, ruck 
and maul. All these areas are 
potentially inflammatory or 
risk life-threatening injury. 

In its ambition to think itself 
part of the entertainment busi- 

_ ness, the rugby 

union authorities 
LIBby must ensure that 

° J it retains its integ¬ 
rities 1% as a s P° n - 

Thus, the five na- 
;ar rions* champion¬ 

ship assumes a 
ICent’ greater impor- 

lance than 
hitherto. 

The championship, above 
all. must persuade us that 
rugby is still touclted with 
grace and the capacity to 
inspire: not simply to restore 
faith and to uplift our spirits 
but. ai the same time, to nudge 
us into mild laughter. If not. 
for goodness sake, what is the 
game for? 


GREG WOOD 


BASKETBALL _ 

UNt-BWJ. TROPHY: Quarter-finals, first 
tog: London Towers 90 Mancrteaer Giants 
ra. London Leopards 83 Themes VaBey 
Tigers 79 

\ _ BOWLS _ 

LLANELLh CJS Welsh Indoor singles 
championship: Sefrt-Bnate: M Anfitey 
(Mattiyi) URWeaie (Radnorshlreit-7.7-3, 
7-3, N WSfems (Swansea) bt K Peregrine 
I Ammanford) 5-7, 7-2.7-0. Brest Anstey b! 
Wttams 3-7, 7-4. 7-0, 7-6. CIS UfaMl 
Wasters: Fow round: L GBatt (Eng) bt M 
Anaev (Wales! 7-2. 7-7. 7-5. R Weeks 
Wiles) bt M McMahon (Aus) 7-Z. fl-7.7-4. 
D Goutsy (Scot) bt S Reas (Wales) 7-6 7-4; 
I SchubacH.(Aus) bt G McCtoy (fiej 7-6.2-7. 

7 CRICKET ~~ 

Second Test match 

Sri Lanka v Zimbabwe 

COLOMBO (second day & gt n- 
uXh axxrxJ-snrwgs wefceis in 
nano, are £0 tins ahead at Sn tanka 

ZIMBABWE: first Inrsngs 
s J Rennie : KatuMwrana 

bMnaithaian —.- - - 

GWFlaiMrbPuahpeKurMra.— ■ il 

MW Goodwin bAnman.jf 

G Whdfol rvn out . • -. 

TA Rower c end b Anutas’" . - — " 

'A D R CamptxJ c Kafowfiiarana 

bvaas _■.« 

CBWehartBwbMutaWiaran . Z 

PASlrangcPuskpahumarabAnuraaifl 5 

HHSUeakbVaas . — . .J 

a r whcar to! out —. j. 

Ml®angwtJlbwPustpafcumara . -.v 

Ettas pb 3. w 1 , nt> 9). -J2 

Total_ 251 

FALL OF WtOffiTS 1-70. Z’^O, 3-1". 
4-174. 5 . 2 OI. 6-206.7-223.8-240.9-249. 
BOWUN&Vaas 12-1-35-2-. Puahpatejrrwra 
122-2-43-2: tie Sflua 7-T-33-0: Muraitnaran 
32-10.72-? AnuraMi 27-7-65-3 

'SRI LANKA Fits IrtWigs . 

S r Jeyaajnya c G Wftnai b 5Ueak.— 5 

MSAtBpattu-cAflcttsrtiP&raiifl •• - ™ 

2SMahsnflfns bMbanowa -—■■ — • J, 

PAdeSBvac lbSsn» • . V„ 

'ARa na t vi ti ga c StreaMrP Strang 5* 


HP TVstoeine cG RenreebAIMSttell. 7 
Tfl S KakwflhaiBna c A Rower 

b P Strang -.51 

SDAnuS3k1 not out .—. 2 

M Murafitharan c A Ftower b Msangwa H 

K R PuEhparajmara b P Strang.1 

w P u J C Vaos absent a- 

Extras (b 1i, wl).-_iz 

Total-_:-225 

PALL OF WICKETS' 7-72.2-43.3-B1.4-130. 
5-1M. 6-198. 7-213. 8-224. 9-2S 
BOWLING: Steak IS-5-29-2 Mbanpe 
.16-4-61-2; 0 Whtadl 3-0-18-0: P Strang 
1B5-2-77-4; A Whma» 20-6-30-1. 

ZIMBABWE: Second Innings 
G J Renrug G Kakwitharana bde SOva 12 

G w Hd»w not oul ..- 10 

A R WhdtaD not out . ..-.0 

Extras flbl.wlJ . ki2 

Total (1 wkt)-24 

FALL OF WICKETS' 142 
BOWLING. Puahpakumars 3-1-120; do 
SflvH 3-4-10-1; MuraBharan 2-2-tMh. 
Anuaskl 2-T-1-0. 

Unwres: Safoem B ette r (Pafcstan) end K 

Rands (SrtiankaJ 
Under-19 World Cup 
Engbmd v Bangladesh 

PRETORIA: fEilptand *n tossj: BWigfo- 
ctes/i 0«e Bigtend by three wetets. 
ENGLAND 

M A &xigh c Golam b Safol^...- 0 

R W T Key c Melaar b MusMbus .— 27 

PJ Franks cFatwnb Abeam*®- a 

■O A ShahbMu^fiW *1 . •* 

S D Peters cGotembMig«5»-. -11 

IN Ftenaoan al Gofom b Falwn .. 0 

CP SdiSokf b Sabdr•. _ - .. ..... 34 

OR Napier cOrsar^bAneafM** X 

TN J WSton run out. »■■■■- -Jf 

j O Grrwe c Ehoanul b Marginal 13 

Logan nrtotf...._.4 

Exte6(h5.fo6.wiq) .. - ..^22. 

Total t«L3oww)-—-- 223 

FALL OF WICKETS' t-S. 2-70. 8-79. 4-87, 
5-102, 8-137. 7-176, 8-198. M05. 
BOWLWG: SajflJ.S-1-27-1: MushSqifi W- 
1-18-3; Harman 1-0-164): SabbriM|fiT-1. 
Fflhim 6-0-22-1: 

Sharak-ftokw B4)-3*0; ManM 8-1-38-1. 

■ BANGLADESH 

Hannan Setter c WtanbCtowi —— 20 

FhsanulHaorabwbQove . jZ 

Uatvat Hossatn 0 Schofield b Gaugh .. 62 

•AFSharalr-Ro teh . ^ 

SabbfrKhweSchofieldbGoupn ... 17 


Sejal Chowdlfy c Logan b Napter .. 1 

MuGhfique Rehman iui ou.- .0 

Fahan Muntaar not out . 27 

A K M AhsanuOah not out..11 

Extras pb 3, w 12. no 1)__ _ IB 

Total (7 wtets, 44 ovon;)___22S 

tGoiam Murlam and Manfiral Islam «Sd 
rrotba. 

FALL OF WICKETS- 1-38L 2 50. 3-146. 
4-168, 5-183. 6-iaa 7-187. 

BOWUNG: &ove 6^23-2; Logan 7-0-32- 
0:' Napier 10G61-2 Franks 6-1-31-0: 
Schofitfd 50-334); Gough 10-CH52-2 
Umpires: □ MarasJr and T Deartove 
POTCHEFSTHOOM, South Alrtea: Sctt- 


Papua New Gunee 59: We» irxSes 60-0 
Wtest hdtob win by ien vwAats. 
SHEFFIELD SHOD (first day ol four)- 
Hobart Stxrrh Australia 264 (JD S^Wons 
105; C M*er fifio v Tasmana. 

_ FOOTBALL _ 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Ftet 
dMstorc Queens Park Rangsrs 3 Vttsnbb- 
don a 

Wednesday's late results 
PA CUP: Third round: DarSngton 0 
Wotverhempton 4 Thad-round replays: 
Aston V8a 1 Pralsmoufli 0. Port Vtofe 1 
Araenal 1 (act 0-0 after QOmta Arsenal wan 
4-3 on pnnsl. Sheffield Wednesday 0 Vfel- 
Icxd 0 (eet, Sheffield Wednoaday wn 6-3 on 

Dfl^MAHTENS LEAGUE League Cup: 
Second-mind replay: Newport AFC 1 
Gloucester 2. 

FA TROPHY: Hrat-rsund raptaya; SOUng- 
boume 0 St Albans 1; Leek 3 Grtatey 
Rovers 1 

AVON WSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
dMfoon: Swindon 4 Portsmouth 1 ; Tofien- 
hamEBrtg'wno 

POOTfiTS LEAGUE Premier tfvteon: 
Bforwgham 4 Manchester linaetJ 3; Pres¬ 
ton 0 NolteBham Forest 1 Ffost dMstan: 
HudcterrftonT 2 Wohwtiampton 2 Second 
dvfeiOK Lincoln 5 HackpooJ 1 League 
Cup: Grafi iwer Scunthorpe 2 Leedc 2 
Graip three: Darby 2 Note County 0 
Group tow: Wonn 1 Stocfowrta 
WWSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Oral 
dNtaton: Cenrorbuy 2 Stanley Fwness 1: 
Corinthian 1 Folkestone fovfote 5 
MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MB3LWDS 
LEAGUE: O'Brien BuWurs prtnear 



Kovacs powers on towards a gold medal and championship record in the 200 metres-breaststroke yesterday 

Sweden lead boycott of Beijing 


MOMENTUM grew for an 
international boycott of China 
yesterday after die suspension 
of four swimmers found to 
have taken a substance used 
to mask performance-enhanc¬ 
ing drugs took to 28 the 
number of doping offences by 
Chinese swimmers this 
decade 

Sweden led the way by 
announcing a boycott of the 
Beijing round of the World 
Cup next month, while others, 
such as Germany and Austra¬ 
lia, are considering following 
suiL Britain's initial reaction 
was that it would attend the 
event. David Sparkes, secre¬ 
tary of the Amateur Swim¬ 
ming Federation of Great 
Britain, said last night "It 
may be a little too eariy to 
make a decision. It might be 
appropriate for the World 
Cup organisers to get together 
and discuss the issue." 

The United States does not 
send official teams to the 
World Cup series, but a 
spokesman said that a repeat 


FOR THE RECORD 


cSvteion Cuk First round, second tog: 
Bedford 1 Wefayn Garden 4 (Welwyn 
Garden wn B-2 on aggl: Toddnglon 7 
Woodford 1 fToddbigton wn 7-4 on egg) 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier dMsJorc Sonam 3 Sudbury 
Town 1. 

SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
dbteon: BrtangKm 1 Caine 2 Les PhflUpB 
Cup: WoUngwn 3 DawKti 2 
THE TINES FA YOUTH CUP: ThW rount 
Luton 2 Tottenham Hotspur 2. Bristol 2 
Swansea 0; Trarrnere 2 Chelsea & Wesi 
Ham 1 Btaclibum 4; Ipsmcti 2 Bradford 1. 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Gfibert League Cup; 
Ouarter-finata. first tog: Caernarfon 4 
Cernees Ynys Mon 1; Cwmbran i fctxwr 
Vale 2 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE: First tMsiore 
Lone 1 Dungannon Swats £. 

GALOR COUNTY ANTRIM SHIELD: Bamt- 
finaf: UnHeW 4 DsUflety 0. 

FAI HARP LAGER CUP: Fffst-round 
replays: Shamrock 2 Drogheda Cr. Longford 
1 Wayside C l last, T-1 ditar 90mm); 
Metvue 0 SDgo 2. 

PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Fraserburgh 2 EJgtn t. Keith 3 
ftoihesl 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Premier League 
Trophy. Undar-19; Somerset 4 Gfouceaet- 
shJra I, Shropshire 1 Warwickshire S 
Under-16.' Humberside 4 LacesterJwe 3 
SnWtefs schooto and cofiegas trophy: 


FIXTURES 


TOOTBALL 
Nationwide leas/ne 
Hra division 

Soke v Bradford (7.45). 

Third division 

Cotehasiar v Torquay (7.45). 

FAI. HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Premter tfivtsiorr: Bohemians v a PaFfck's 
Adi (7 45). 

RUGBY UNION 
Welsh Challenge Trophy - 
Pool A 

Bridgend </ Cenodba (7.15) 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL- Budweiser Laagua: New- 
caate Eagm v Shetfleto Sharks (7.30). 


Craig Lord on the nations calling for China 
to be exiled from international competition 


of the exclusion of China from 
the Pan Pacific champion¬ 
ships in 1995 was "an option". 
The four “charter" nations, 
the United States, Canada. 
Australia and Japaa would 
“sit down and talk about it 
some time soon — we did it in 
95. so its an option open to us 
this time." a spokesman for 
tire United States said. 

In a move that will cause 
some embarrassment far 
Gunnar Werner, the honor¬ 
ary secretary of Fina, the 
world governing body, who is 
Swedish, the Swedish Swim¬ 
ming Federation said the 
“extensive drug abuse" by 
Chinese at the championships 
was a “major threat to the 
reputation of swimming 
throughout the world". 

The statement said: “Sports 
should be free from drugs and 
whatever kind of cheat” Swe- 


Under-IB: First round: Carmel Conege 
(Meneysjde) 1 Hopwood Hall iGreaier 
Manchester) 4: Strades (Surrey) 4 Htwsing 
(Essex) 2. Snlckare Individual schooto 
trophy; Under-IB: Fast rouxt Gomarra 
(SomersaH 4 MarQQtsfield (Brisrnli 1; 
Sawby (Canfondgeshee) 0 Qusrrydale 
(NotUn gh amshrc) 0. Roasen (North Yort,- 
stwBj 1 Gtesg te e (Durham) S 
FRENCH LEAGUE: Carnes 2 Chateauroux 
2. Marsefles 3 Gungamp 0. 

□ Afl otner matches postponed. 


ICE HOCKEY 

SUPEflLEAGUE: Newcasile Cobras 5 Ayr 
Scottish EatfesB 

ICE SKATING 

MIAN: European eftampronshtps: Pairs 
(leading total poanorts): 1. E Berezhn^ya 
and A SMtetuldze (Russi 15 lancxed 
ptacemends. 2.0 Nazaknffii and A Dmenev 
(Rust.) 3-5.3. S Abtfbd and S Berrrada (rr) 
4 0; 4 DZagoisU and M Studs* |r*oi) 6 ft 
5. P Schwarz and M Muller (Get) 8ft 6. E 
Ronanko and I Marchenko flArt 8 5:10. M 
Pohdaschanto and A Sesbrooh (GB) 150 

MOTOR RALLYING = 

DAKAR RALLY: TKfhMHh stage (Nema to 
TidjBia, 749hmi: Care: 1 J-P Fonmnav (Ft, 
MrtEubfetf) lOhr trrw 3ftscc ft K 
Snataaika (Japan. Mrtsubisni) sr 4mm 
4 sec 3. B Saby (Fr. MnsubisN) 3316 
Motoroydes: 1. A Haydon (Aus. KIM) 
lOhr 8mtn 48sec. 2. A Cot (SA. KTM) at 
3nWt tSaar. 3. S Pewtarsel (Ft, Yamahat 
768 

RUGBY UNION ~ 

TETISTS BITTER CUP- Fourth round: 
Btaarteamai Saracens 59 
WELSH CHALLENGE TROPHY: Pool A: 
Ebbw Vale 17 Cordoba ifi; Pontypnad 40 
Tucumdn IS. Pool B: Cadfil 53 Rasano 16; 
Swansea 34 Northern Transvaal 34 
TENNQttSPREMIBtSHIPjFiratcMilon: 
Curie 36 Ednburah Academicals 10 
Second dMstore Rodponad: Uucsei- 
hurgh v Dundee HSFP. 

TIC TIMES STUDENTS EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Semi-final- Toulouse 48 
Cork 29. 


den’s withdrawal is a dilem¬ 
ma for Fina; the rules of the 
event state that host nations 
must send a representative 
team to every other round of 
the Cup. Malrad will host the 
Cup after Beijing. 

The development came on a 
day when Australia revealed 
that it, and not Fina. had 
footed the bill for the 410 out- 
of-competition tests taken in 
the two weeks before the 
world championships began 
on January 7, the day before 
synthetic growth hormone 
was found in the luggage of 
Yuan Yuan, a China breast¬ 
stroke swimmer. 

The full implications of that 
find became clear yesterday — 
14 of the 23 swimmers are 
directly affected by the posi¬ 
tive tests for the diuretic. 
Triamterene, returned by Cai 
Huijue, Wang Luna. Yi 


_ SWIMMING _ 

PERTH Auarata. World ctemptortoNpa: 
Man: Freestyto: 400m: Final: 1.1 Thorpe 
Ifiui) 3rran 46 29 mc. 2. G Hadten IAusi 
3-46 44; 3. P palmer (GB) 3 48 <32. 4. E 
Bre-nttHa (It) 3 4860. 5. M Ftoioln («) 
3.48 89- 6. I Srwto OSi.') 35016. 7. J 
Hottrran iGei I 3 51 7ft 8. D Load* (M2) 
3-5226 Baekstroka: 100m. Final: 1. L 
Krayzelburg [US1 55 00mm. 2. M VarJetd 
(Car.) £5 17.3. S ThetoKe i«3e. p £520; 4. N 
Bom (Cubi 552!; 5 R Fafocr iCubt 55 32. 

6. M Wbteh (Aus) 55 45. 7. E Urbacrt (toil 
5597;B. R Busquete ;P Rico] 56 03 Bfinat 

8. N Willey |GS156 75 Non-quaflfton: Heal 
throe. 5. H O'Connor Ural 56 54. hteatfotx: 

7. A O'Connor (be) 56 55. Heal skc7.ll 
Hams (GB1 57 01 Freestyto: 4xlOQm: 
Flnar.l. United States IS TueAcr NWalKcr. 
J Olsen. G Hal Jr.) 3 16 69.2. Australia (M 
Kim. A Pnt ft Upm C Fydla] 3 16.97.3. 
Russia |A Popov, R Bocx. V Kutouw, D 
PoranLoui 3-18 45: 4, Germany 3 18 83. 5. 
Netherlands 3:1947, 6. BrazJ! 320 36. 7. 
Great Sroan 32145: a Itety 32212 
Woman: Breaststroke: 200m. Final-. 1. A 
Kovara. (H-jn) 335 45. 3. K Kovird (US) 
236.19- 3. J Street (US) 236 5ft. 4. S fow 
(Aus) 226 63.5. MTaneti (Jan) 227 S3:6. 
P Hff,ns (S AJ) £2781. 7. B Becue (Beta] 
23827:6. S Bondaenkc (Uhl 231.00. B 
6nat 5. L Wntimarsh (GB) £30.90. Non- 
ttuekfier Heel five: 4. J King (GB) 2.3239. 
Butterfly: 100m: firtaL 1. J Ttwnpscvi (USl 
saw; 2, a Acyama want £879; 3, p 
T homas iAug) 5897. 4. M Hyman (US) 
SSt£: 5. S 0-NeJl (Aus| 5927; 6. U 
Uoraicoia (Sfovakta) 5847- 7.1 Da Brajjn 
(Narit) 1-00 0&; a, H Kashvna iJap) 1-00 43 
Non-quaHten Heat three: 8. M Pcddn 
(GB) 1Q2-B4 Synchronized Suw-nming: 
WOmere Team FTnat 1. Russia 99 667c*s. 
2. Jepan 38357.3. Lfoaed Stales 37133.4 
c rance 96800: 5. Cfifiada 95268. 6. Italy 
95267 Water PoIk Men: Semifinal 
round: Canada 10 Iran 6. Yugoslavia 15 

&, StHAh Ainca 7 Now Zostard 
ft LMted Slates 1 3 &az>'5. Croala 9IUV0. 
Slovakia 11 Greece 9: Ruceia 1? Hungary 
11; Spam 5 Australia 4 Women: Seminal 
round: Brazil 7 New Zealand 5; Span 5 
KazanKPan 5. Catudc 7 Hungary 5. 
Greece 10 Unsod States ft Caly lOAusteka 

9. NetnertncJs 7 Russia 5 


Zhang and Wang WeL The 
four share coaches with ten 
other swimmers in the nat¬ 
ional team. 

China indicated yesterday 
that it would insist that Fina 
test the B samples of the latest 
four positive cases, which, as 
diuretics, cany a two-year 
suspension. Shi Hanshu. 
head of the Chinese delega¬ 
tion, said: “Within 21 days 
sample B must be tested and 
maybe the anti-doping panel 
of the Chinese .Swimming 
Association will send a repre¬ 
sentative to the testing of 
sample B.” He described Chi¬ 
na’s problem as “not collec¬ 
tive" and said the team had 
no intention of tearing the 
championships. 

Mark Spitz, winner of 
seven gold medals at the 
Olympic Games of 197Z 
criticised Fina's handling of 
the crisis and suggested an 
extraordinary meeting to vote 
on a rule change that would 
mean the China team could 
be sent home. 


(Spl 3-6. 6-1. 7-6, T Henman |GB) br A 
Port at iSp) 7-6. 6-4. T Enqvd [Swrcl bt 5 
Draper (Aus) 4-6.6-4,6-2. Quarter-finals: M 
Tebbutt IAusi bt A Costa l£p! 6-3. 6-3. 
Herman bi Enqvrsi 3-6. 7-5, 6-4. P Ratter 
(Aus) M Martr 6-4. s-7, 6-1 Women: 
Second round: A Sanchez Vicar iq (Sp) tt J 
Lee (Tarwanl 6-2. 3-6.6-3 Quarter-finals: S 
Waoerns (US) W L Dauenport (USl 1-6. 7-5. 
7-5;V Willems (US) U M Maleeva (Bull 6-2. 
6-2. Sanchez Vicarn bt N Zvereva (Beta) 
6 - 1 . 6-2 

MELBOURNE Colonial Classic: Semi¬ 
final: A Agassi (USj bt G hraresevic (Crot 
6-4.6-7. fra Consolation round: P Samp¬ 
ras (US) M G Rusedski |GB) 7 5, frt: A 
Medvedev (Ukrj b< T Muster (Austria) 7-6, 
64). 

AUCKLAND: BellSouth Open: Quarter- 
tin ate. M Ra* (CTfle) bt h Cartsen (Deni 

5- 7.6-4. frt. F MantKa (Spl 01C Costa (Sp) 

6- 2. &3. R Fiomberg [Aus) bt D Hrtiaiy iSlo- 
vahia) 6-2. 7-6: B Stock (am) ta C Vinck 
(Geri fr4.2-6. 7-5 
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ICE SKATING 

Russians 
remain 
on collision 
course 

From Angela Court 


ICE dance, a sporr in which 
good manners, counesy and 
consideration were once al¬ 
most as imponani as the 
performance, appears to have 
changed radically. Indeed, 
after the compulsory dance 
warm-up at the European 
championships here on Tues¬ 
day, when the leading Russian 
couples collided for the second 
time in three days, many are 
renaming this discipline 
“Dance Wars". 

To say that either couple 
would be safer on a rink 
strewn with ice hockey players 
than practising is an under¬ 
statement. The rivalry be¬ 
tween Pasha Grishuk and 
Evgeny Platov, and Anjelika 
Krylova and Oleg Ovsyan¬ 
nikov. is so intense that 
neither couple would consider 
giving the other right of way — 
potentially lethal, considering 
that they have the equivalent 
of knives attached to their feet. 

They were drawn in differ¬ 
ent groups for the original 
dance yesterday — performed 
to the jive — so there was no 
chance of an action replay, but 
the event did not pass without 
incident. 

First, inexplicably, the are¬ 
na lights went out halfway 
through the routine of the 
Swjss'champions, Eliane and 
Daniel Hugentobler. causing 
a 25-minute delay. Then 
Grishuk and Platov. the 
Eu ropean, Olympic and world 
champions, had problems 
when Platov fell heavily. They 
still received six 5.9s for pre¬ 
sentation. but the door was 
open for Krylova and Ovsyan¬ 
nikov. Their error-free perfor¬ 
mance gained the thumbs-up 
from the judges and put them 
in die lead before the free 
dance tonight — when the 
couples will once again warm¬ 
up at the same rime. 

The improving British 
champions. Charlotte Clem¬ 
ents and GaryShortland, gave 
a lively performance to move 
up a place to eighteenth. 


SNOOKER 

Rift leaves 
Open in 
the shade 

By Phil Yates 

A BLACK cloud of political in¬ 
fighting and alleged mis¬ 
management of the World 
Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association (WPBSAJ 
hangs over the Regal Welsh 
Open, the first world-ranking 
event of the year, which begins 
in Newport today. 

Ian Doyle, manager of Ste¬ 
phen Hendry. Ronnie 
O'Sullivan and Ken Doherty, 
is angi7 at an “unacceptable 
delay" in publishing the report 
into internal payments and 
expense claims by members of 
the previous WPBSA board of 
directors. 

Extracts of the draft reporr. 
commissioned by Rex Wil¬ 
liams and dated August 7, 
were published yesterday and 
point to concerns over alleged 
expense claims made by Geoff 
Foulds. who preceded Wil¬ 
liams as chairman of the 
game's governing body. 

Williams said that the 
WPBSA had “not tried to 
conceal the report We want 
all those mentioned in the 
report to be able to account for 
any actions they may have 
taken." Williams has said that 
the report will be released to 
WPBSA members on March 
31. 

However. Jim McKenzie, 
whose dismissal as WPBSA 
chief executive on December 1 
was the catalyst for the rifr 
between Williams and his 
critics, said that he was pre¬ 
vented from seeing the docu¬ 
ment while still employed by 
the WPBSA. “1 complained ro 
Williams that I had been 
denied access ... he told me 
that I would never see il” 


SNOW REPORTS 


CondHions Runs to 
Pisle Oti/p resort 


Weather 

(5pm) 


‘C snow 


AUSTRIA. 

Kitzbtfiiel 

Oboigurgl 


FRANCE 

Aiped'Huez 


5 75 tar moejub art lair 

fSfiD plenty rf decani snow he found) 

55 125 good varied good lair 

(SftQcm fresh enow on good base great skiing) 
S GO good vatied worn cloud 

(Some low runs slushy after lunch) 


TENNIS 


SYDNEY; Syt 
Second round; 


Sydney International: Men: 
md: T Martin (US) « F Cfcrvct 


Aiped'Huez so 220 good powder good cloud 
(Exceflenf conditions, powder everywhere) 
Atfonaz 85 105 good pcwwler good Inc 

fFresh snow on aB runs giving impriy^i conditions) 
Vai d'lsere 90 170 good powder fair fair 

(Grea/ powder stortg witfi ra crowds'queues) 

SWITZERLAND 

C Montana 5 145 good pnudar sort loq 

(Good snow and eking atove 2 000m} 
Kiostflrs 25 IIS good powder good fine. 

/l/gh( overnight snowiak has improved conditions) 


lartm (US) M F Cfawt [ Source Ski Club of Great Britan. L - lower slopes. U - upper; art - artificial 


IT • 




















46 SPORT / BROADCASTING __ 

TENNIS: ENQVIST BLOWN AWAY AS BRITON ENHANCES AUSTRALIAN OPEN PROSPECTS 


THE TIMES FRIDAY JANUARY 16 1998 


Melbourne 
on alert 
for hurricane 
Henman 


From Juuan Muscat, tennis correspondent 
IN SYDNEY 


SHOULD Tim Henman have 
beaten Par Rafter in their 
semi-final in the early hours of 
this morning, he will simply 
have gilded lhe lily. The Briton 
sought his best form in ad¬ 
vance of the Australian Open 
next week and he found it with 
a rousing dismissal ofThomas 
Enqvist in the Adidas Interna¬ 
tional tournament here yester¬ 
day. 

Henman gained his 3-6.7-5. 
6-4 victory against a high- 
caiibre opponent in conditions 
that seriously tested his con¬ 
centration. A swirling wind on 
an outside court demanded his 
foU attention and he quickly 
realised that Enqvist — 
ranked No 6 in the world until 
injuries derailed him last year 
— was back to something near 
his peak. Failure to win would 
have seen Henman making an 
early trip to Melbourne so his 
recovery, after dropping the 
first set and his service in the 
opening game of the second, 
paid him handsome tribute. 

“My preparation for the 
Australian Open is now set," 
Henman said. “I have played 
a few matches. I have been 
winning and I feel confident 
Winning was the most impor¬ 
tant thing today. You can't 
play great tennis in those 
conditions, you have to find a 
way to play successful tennis. 







Serena Williams joins her 
sister in the semi-finals 


To beat a guy of his calibre 
amounts to a very good 
result." 

Moreover, it was precisely 
the examination that Henman 
required in advance of the first 
grand-slam tournament of the 
season. His mind never 
wandered, as it is prone to do. 
Instead, he fortified himself 
with determination — or stub¬ 
bornness. to borrow from his 
vernacular. He looked the 
more threatening in foe first 
set conjuring four break 
points before Enqvist. regular¬ 
ly hitting the lines with sane 
blistering passes, sneaked 
through the back door in 
game eight 

The second set coincided 
with the worst of the wind. It 
made serving something of a 
handicap and neither player 
held service until Henman 
succeeded in game five to nose 
ahead. Another trade of* 
breaks saw the score advance 
to 5-5. when Harman played 
an exemplary service game, in 
tiie teeth of the gale, to seize 
the initiative. This time, 
Enqvist could not respond. He 
was broken to love as Hen¬ 
man, the wind now at his 
back, unleashed some searing 
drives to level the contest. 

After the lotteiy of seven 
breaks in the second set both 
players found opportunities 
hard to generate in the dead¬ 
er. Enqvist dropped just one 
point in four service games 
but trailing 5-4 and 30-15, he 
failed to dispatch a straight¬ 
forward pass, allowing Hen¬ 
man to steal the point through 
his lightning reflexes at the 
net Enqvist faced two match 
points; a tame backhand into 
the net sealed his fate. 

There is much to admire in 
Henman's game. His morale 
is high, he struck the ball 
cleanly, improvised well and 
looked comfortable from the 
back and front of the court 
His somewhat vulnerable ser¬ 
vice action held firm in gusts 
that routinely blew loose 
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Henman celebrates his victory over Enqvist yesterday and a place in the semi-finals 


hoardings from their hinges. 
Rafter nominated Enqvist as 
the most dangerous floater in 
the Australian Open draw, but 
the unseeded Henman, in this 
mood, makes an unwelcome 
opponent for anyone. It must 
be hoped that he can maintain 
his zest' over the next two 
weeks. 

It is also gratifying to report 
that Henman has been keep¬ 
ing his head when all manner 
of upsets have prevailed about 
him. The latest, and one of the 
most surprising, was Lindsay 
Davenport’s capitulation at 
the hands of an opponent 
ranked 93 places beneath her 


in the world order. Mind you, 
that tells only half the story. 
Her slayer was none other 
than Serena Williams, who 
thus joined her older sister, 
Venus, in the semi-finals. 

Davenport, ranked No 3 in 
the world, was among the first 
of many established players 
who will fall to the sisters this 
year. Serena, 16, is of stronger 
build than Venus. She boasts 
the legs of a sprinter and the 
shoulders of a quarterback. 
Yet this was a match that 
Davenport lost in bizarre rir- 
annstances. So comfortable 
was she when serving for the 
spoils at 6-1 and 5-2 that 


Strike 


while our standard 


Personal Loan rates 1 are 


down 



1% APR off our standard Personal Loon rotes 

Wow is o good time to take oul a Not West Personai 
Loon. We've cut oil our standard Persona! Loon rates 
bu 1% APR tor a limited period, which means that 
Ljcu con borrow £7.100 or more or 12.9% APR . 

So, take advontag? of those caraoiri? in ine sc’es and 
save on uour loan re do aments. 


Be on the ball 

To to'.<u auvGUitOQe of .nose specie^ rores uou 
oppiij bo 28 February 1998. So do it. tcoo;. on'. 


For example 


j Amount 

36 rrtonihSy 

'oIg! payable APR ! 

i of loon 

rcpouinenfs of 


j £3.000 

£103.77 

£3,735.72 ) 

I 


15.9% ( 

Iff 

o • 
o : 

£236.43 

£3,513.28 i3<^i 

i_ 


12.9% | 


NatWest customers con yet on 
immediate decision," just by cQliinr, 

0800 24 34 06 

MONDAY to FRIDAY Som to 3pm 
or SATURDAY 9om to 6pm 
Or pop into any NatWest branch. 


Non-NatVVesi customers will need to open o M-.V 
current account to aoc-iu tor a ben. 


& NatWest 

More than just a bank 


Oredrt K oniy cnrolcWe to persons aqed IB or twt.and te ro rtskus end cxxvftkm, Wntttn qjatatjom are urokite on reqaea from NsSono! ftc, Rc^stcro) 

Office 41 LflWx)tuLorxtertECff 28P.yfrtOT ore NoWcdbrCTxii tfuraborwg. i 00 ore 36 months m 

Hie total amount payable would be E8.5112&. If ijou borrow £1000 owr 36 months ot T5.9X APB, goo would pay 36 monthly repayment* ot £10377. the total amount payable 
«jt*J be £3173572. These oomples include ihe IX APR discount Ref no: 5D172 




Answers from page 44 
BRANDADE 

(a) A Eukhs Provencal dish 
made from sak cod. “Nothing is 
better," goes ■ Provencal 
proverb, “for reviving and 
remaking a man than lying in 
■be dear sunli gh t speaking 
P rov en cal, eating brandadc and 
drinking the good red wine of 
Provence." 

BURGONET 

04 A very fight casque or steel 
cap for use of infantry, 
especially pOumea. Abo a 
helmet fitted with a visor, so 
attached to fire gorget or nee- 
piece, dnf fix; head could be 
turned without imposing the 

nedL" 

BUNTONS 

(ej Strong balks of timber placed 

crosswise in the shaft of a mine, 
serving to divide it into 
c ompa rtments and to support 
the guides on which the cages 
non. GrceowdTs Glossary. 1888: 
“A astern winds stands on a 
strong oak btmton." 

ousrrri 

W An essential item in fix 
enterprising burglar's too Out. A 
long, slim pair of pliers, bur with 
two semicircular metal tongues. 
Inserted in a keyhole, the oustin' 
wifi grip a key on the other side. 
Geode bat p owerful wrist-work 
will then torn the key and the 
lock. 


SOLUTION TO WINNING 
CHESS MOVE 

1 QxgS-! Kxg8 2 Bfc and mate on 
hS by the white node is inevitable 


television choice 


Hazardous climbs in Utah 


mm 


The Pace 
BBC2.730pm 

The imtuntaineering series moves to Utah, where 
fee and desert onfy a four-hour drive apart offer 
two contrasting dimhs. The wo climbers are voty 
different as waL Adrian (Ade) Burgess, originally 
from Last of the Summer mraafis Hotoifirth but 
long domfcifed in Salt Lake Q'ty, is a veteran of 24 
Himalyan expeditions. Airtie Anderson, at 22 
marly 30 years his junior; is me of Britain's best 
woman rode dimbers. First they tackle an ice dm ib 
outside Salt Lake City made hazardous by heavy 
foils of stow. Then it is into the desert to take on 

Moses Tower, a sheer vertical ascent of nearly 600 

fceLThe film is as revealing about the characters of 
the dimbers as about their climbing skills and 
even at the most hazardous stages of the climb the 
camera always stays with them. 

Fortran TY 

Charnel 4.800pm 

Father Lionel Famhorpe, of the bald dcane and the 
Harley Davidson, isback with more unlikely talcs 
of the supernatural and who are we to question a 
man of me doth? All the same a story about the 
Virgin Mary and the baby Jesus turning up on 
(waft for it) a pork scratching is gang something, 
even for this snow. And can it ready be that after all 
this time Fortean TV has managed to track down 

aiKl^r^ a ?)etok: Wolf. When she malJs'toye, 
would you believe, light bulbs explode. Her sexual 
charge has also managed to switch off her fridge, 
leaving it lull of stale and di sin tegrating food 
Shirley Wallis, fay comparison, leads a pretty 
ordinary life- It .that is, running t he only council-, 
approved exorcism, course in Britain can be 
described as ordinary. Father Lionel signs up to 
find out more. 

(hurdening From Scratch 
BBC2.830pm 

This no-frills series continues to answer the 
critidsm that television gardeners work only on 
perfect plots where the sod runs through the 
fingers and there is not a weed in sight In south¬ 
east London Helen Yemm is fast transforming the 
once derelict garden of Genie and Nefl LebbdL 




Ade Burgess on Moses Tower (BBC2) 


Today she is showing this pair of gardening ! 
novices howtoinstai an dectncwater pump fora 
fountain and taking them round a garden centre. 
As a presenter Yemm tea touch austere and those 
who want a more WJy approadtran alw^ra turn to 
Jqjo Norris. She is helping another^rootae couple. 
Jani and Rob White, to make their Oxford ganfcn 
organic and firiendly to wildlife. On the Norns 
agenda today are the benefits of crop rotation and 
how to deal with pests without using chemicals. 

Catherine Coofcson's The Round Tower 
nV.QMpm. 

You can never accuse Catherine QjoJcsan af 
shrinking from the melodramatic. In the space of 
this single episode, one of the characters commits 
suicide and another tries to and these are only the 
sensational peaks erf a narrative that also 
encompasses a planned abortion. Heavy doses of 


ID lUNuv UP- ibuiv. — 

divide by marrying one of her JraJheris employees. 
This is supposed to be happening in the late. 1950s 
(tiie voice of Max Bygraves tries to jolly things 
along at one point) but die mood is much more of 
Victorian blood and thunder. For those who 
missed the opening instalment there is a helpful 
summary. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Williams was surely cm for a 
drubbing. Two match points 
came and went after which 
Davenport folded like a 
deckchair in the wind. It was 
almost too painful to watch. 

This was a contest of poor 
quality. Williams made 60 
unforced errors. Davenport S3 
in tiie former's 1-6, 7-5, 7-5 
victory. It was no less intrigu¬ 
ing for that, however, and it 
raised the real prospect of the 
sisters locking horns in the 
finaL l have played. Venus 
once before, when I was eight 
and she was ten." Serena said. 
~I lost 6-2,6-2, but that was a - 
long time ago. I hated it, to be 
honest, but playing Venus 
won't make our relationship 
difficult," 

If there is a symmetry to 
their off-court demeanour, it 
exists on tire court, too. Sere- 
naS defeat of tbe No 2 seed 
followed Venus’s dismissal of 
the Nol seed, Martina | 
Hingis, on Tuesday. Daven¬ 
port. for her part, believes that 
Serena will be the better 
player in the years ahead. 

Meanwhile, in Melbourne, 
Britain enjoyed mixed for¬ 
tunes in the qualifying rounds 
for the Australian Open. De¬ 
feats for Chris Wilkinson. 
Danny Sapsford and Barry 
Cowan were tempered by tiie 
victories of Andrew Richard¬ 
son and Miles Madagan. 
Both prevailed in straight sets; 
they must win three marches 
to gain entry into the main 
draw. Greg Rusedski’s poo- 
sequence of results continued 
in an exhibition match against 
Fete Sampras, who beat the 
Briton 7-6.6-1. 

Diary, page 20 
Results, page 45 


The Joy of Honsework 

Radio 4. lODOam (FM only) 

Thjs is a tide guaranteed to alert (be denizens of ihe 
programme that follows, for on Woman's Hour not 
a lot is heard about housework. But according to 
figures from the statistical office, if ho usewo rk was ’ 
paid for it would be worth more than £700 million 
to tbe British economy, a piece of useless but fascin¬ 
ating information if ever I encountered one. The 
presenter Sue limb takes a rncefy wry approach io . 
the subject, confessing that she is a bit af a slouch 
around foe bouse, a status familiar to most people 
with better things to do. In spite oF mechanisation, 
housework remains labour intensive. The 
programme also demonstrates that housework is 
not to any great extent a shared activity, in spite of 
emancipation and greater equality. 


6b30un Kevin Greening and Zb6 Bel 9X0 Simon Meyo 12X0 
Jo WNtay. Includes 12J0pn> Newsbeot 2.00 Mark Radcfflte 
400 Dave Pearce 5X5 Newsbeat 6X0 Pete Tong: Essential 
SetocUon 9.00 Judge Jutes 11.00 Westwood: Racfio 1 Rap 
Show 2X0am Fablo and duoverider 400 Charlie Joden 


&0Qam Sarah Kennedy 7.30 Wake Up to Wogwt 9 JSO Ken 
Bmce 11 JO Jimmy Young IXOpm Debbie Thrmw.3X0 Ed 
Stewart 5X5 Johnnie Waiter 7J00 The MchasI Fdnsteti 
Songbock 7.30 Friday Night Is Music Mght 9.15 DracufcL Read 
byHywei Bennett 030 Listen to Hie’ Bald 10uOO. Ttie .Ats-: 
ProgrammeIXOemCharles Nnre400LataSharma •'. 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


6.00amThe Bresfctaat ftopamma 900 NJcky Cempbel 1 StJOO 
Mfoday wOh MaJr 200pm Rusooe on Rue 400 Nationwide 
700 News Bdra 7 M Alan Green's Spartstttk. A debate omhe 
week's spoiling Issues &30 Friday Sport. Indudes State v 
Gadtord. PIub Rfchard Dupwoody on tire current racing scene 
10-00 Paper Tafc wth Brian Alexander and Jay Raynor 11.00 
Neva Extra 1200 Altar Hous200am Up Al Mjglt 


VIRGIN RADIO 


500am Jeremy dark 740 Johnny Boy, Dan, Hoiy and Jamte 
1000 Robin Banks 1.00pm kfick Abbot 400 Russ Wllarrts 
700Johnw Bo/s IMveeteoi Steel 11.00 Mark Forres! 2 O 0 an 
Howard Pearce 


TALK RADIO 


GuOOam Kksty Young Breakfast Show 9 lOQ Scott Chisholm 
1200 Lorraine Kely 2O0p«n Tommy Boyd 400 Rater Daeiey 
700 Mcz Dee's Sportsmoe 1000 NHte ADen 100am Mhe 
Diddn 


6L00am On Air, wSh Antkaw McGregor, (ndudss 
Strauss (Dance Suite after Cotmertol; Ravel 
Ontroctoction and ABegro); Berfiaz (Overture: 


Bat, K3l9h Vivaldi (Recorder Concerto in C, 
RV444); Prokdiev (VioOn Concerto No 21 
900 Maawnmrks, with Pater Hobday. Schubert 
(Piano Sonata in A minor, D784); Beethoven 
(Symphony No 9 in D minor, Choral) 

10.30 Arfist of Iha WMc NavOBe Ifarriner 
11-00 Sound Stories, with Richard Baker. See Choice 
1200 Composer ot the Weak: Marttnu 
lOQpm The Retflo 3 Limchttma Concert. The Red 
Vtafcr Ma tete ine Mtehefl. Lorraine McA^en. 

Tetemarm (Con^^inD^faurvtotos); 
Bartok (Duos Nos 44.26,28, 43.35,33 and 32); 
Ladair (Sonata In A for two violins. Op 3 No 2); 
Spohr (Andante tor tour vtoGns); Beta (Beta, taor, 
Ahni^; Wfenawski (Etude-Caoices Nos 2 and 4): 
Lutostawski (Four Soeslan UoocBes for tour 
viofins): John Hardy (Fokkwkkfies) 

200 TTm BSC ArdMva: Arturo EtofiedeOI 

MicbetangaB. Susan Sharpe concedes her 
enptaration of the career of the (egendacy piantet. 
fricludes unkxie recordings from the BBC arrives 
of Beethoven s Piano Serrate in C minor, Cto 711. 
Schumann’s Camstvaland Chopin's Senate No 2 
Plus contributions from pupils, critics and friends 
of Rfehetangej (r) 

400 Music Restored. Andrew Manze irttroduoes and 
plays music by Bach, Btoer. Tartri and Tetemero 


BJSSem flLW) Stripping Forecast 600 News Briefing 
6.10 FarroteQ Today 605 Prayer tor the Day 6^0 
- « I?* 3 * ®-' 40 Yestenfey in Partfemnt a^sWeather 
9-00 News 906 Desert Wand Discs. Sue Lawte/s 
castaway this week is the artist and Uustrator Pori 
Hogarth (r) 

5°° Appettt. 7he last in the series looking at 
French nod. Kerin Connolly examines tiie 

char#ig face c# eating out h France 

HUM (FM) News; Tbe Jay at Housework. See Choice 
1000 (LW) An Act of WoraMp 
10.15 R.W) On These Days, wfth Kate Saunders 
1(L30 Woman's Hour. Introduced by SheBa McQennon 
11.30-n» Natural HMory Program 

12L00 News; You and Yours, wlh Mark Whittaker 
1225«m The Food Prognnime 12JB Weafiter 
1.00 The World at One, with Nick Qarite 
1A0 The Archers 0) 1.55 Shipdhg Forecast 
2JW Hews; Ctasstc Seriah mr and Peace. A 
Dramatisation of Lao Tolstoy’s epic novel. With 
Leo McKam. Simon Russell Beale and Em8y 
Mortimer (8/10) (t) 

3*00 The Afternoon Shift, wft Laurie Taylor 
400 News 4:05 KAMdoaeope. Trm Marrow reviews 
new werit by the artist Arish Kapoor 
4A5 Short Story: The Rainbow, by Richard Cutter, 
read by David Yip (t) 

5.00 PM, wah Chns Lowe and dare EngCah 5 Jo 
Shippmg Forecast BJS5 Weather 
6.00 Sbc O’Cjock N ew s &30 Going Places, David 
Staftcrd presents more ideas let the weekend 
ahead 


Sound Stories 
Radio 3,11.00am 

Today Richard Baker ends the first week of foe 
series that marks his return to Radio 3 with the 
story of Gustav HI, the monarch who was 
assassinated in his own theatre in Stockholm in 
1792. TTie killing was to become the basis of Verdis 
opera. Un Ballo in Maschera. Gustav was a dever 
man. never the most convenient quality in a despot 
from tbe standpoint of his subjects. But Gustav 
was deeply attached to French and Italian culture 
and he made Stockholm a point of pilgrimage for 
artists and musicians of the time. Baxer. for whom 
royal, courts have been, the subject all week, is 
bringing ro fids new venture die verve for which he 
is justly lauded and the youthful voice still belies its 
owner's age, which is 7L Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


BdOOwn Newsday &30 Europe Today 7 jOO News 7.15 OB the 
Sheih Quarantine 7.30 Best cm Record 8JX) News &10 Pause 
tor Thoi^aai5We8tHrey&30 John Peal 9uOO News; News In 
Gorman (648 only) 9j05 World Busteess Rofnrt 9.15 The 
Leaning World SL30 BBCEngtsh: Speaking of Engish 945 
Sports Roundup lOJXI.NewGdsak 1030 Assignment lino 
NcModesk 11.30 Focus on Faith 12JJ0 New 12JSpn World 
Business Report 12.15 BrMn Today 1230 Fbundas of thek 
FaWi 124S Sports Rouidup LOO Newsfiour 2.00 News 2.05 
OUtook 230 MAtaracfc Attemtehre 200 News; News In 
German (B48 only) 105 Fbottrefi Extra 3.15 Private View X30 
Science in Action 400 News 415 Wisdom of the World 430 
The Wbtkf Today; News fn German (648 only) 445 Britan 
Today Sjoo B«c^>e Today 5J30 World Business Report 5 j 05 
Sports'Roundup 6JXJ Nawsdesk 6,30 Focus an Faith 7JJ0 
News 7JH OUkxik 725 Pause for Thought 7^0 Muftitradc 
AJtematve aim Nawahour 9-00 News 9X6 World Business 
Report 9.15 Britain Today 920 People and Politics 1QJM 
Newdesk 10J0 The World Today 1045 Sports Roundup 
IIjUO News 11X5 Outlook 11.30 Mrititrack Altemative 12.00 
Newsdaak t2J0am From the WeeMea 1245 Briton Today 
IjOO Newsdesk 1J80 Foul Ptay 2J» Newsday 2J» People and 
Pottles 3X0 News 205 World Business Report 3.15 Sports 
Rounds 330 Science in Action 400 Newsdesk 4J0 The 
World Today 445 Oft the Shelf 


CLASSIC FM 


6.00am Alan Mann. Indudas the School Run Request and 
Eteakfasr Baroque 8X0 Henry KflUy. Michael Bany prepays 
mango fool Phis, High Flyer, Record of the Week and the 
Classic Masterpiece 12X0 Lunchtime Requests. Two hotss ol 
fawouttes presented by Jane Janes 200pm Concerto. 

Radiranlrw (Ptar» Concerto No 3 In D nwrar) 3X» Jamie 
Crick. Includes Continuous Classics and Artemoon Romance 
6L30 Newsnight 7X0 Smooth Classics wth John Bmnnteg 
9X0 Evening Concert Rossini (Overtire: Wffiam TeS); Mozart 
(Pfano Concerto No 23 in A); Bruch (In Memonam); OvoMk 
(S/mpricrry No 9 in E rrtnaO 11X0 Mann al t^gW 2X0mn 
Concerto (r) 400 Saly Petareon 


on the restored 1690 Sfrattivariua vtoin in toe 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (rt 
4-45 Music Machine. Verity Sharp taflra to the 

saxophonist Jan Garbarek about the way in which * 

_ his Norwegian roots influence his music £T- 

5.00 bi Tune. Sean Rafferty presents a specialty 

recorded performance, ty lan Bumskie, d Lewis 
Carroll's ABoe in Wonderland 
7X0 Performance on 3: Marfirai — Out of ExBe 
S2 u f dh ? Uw *om the Bartaican 

FM, London. The BBC Symphony Orchestra 
under Jki Belohlavek. WBh Homan Janal, baritone. 
Rap^ Wafifech. ceflo, BBC Symphony Chorus. 
Martmu (Memorial to LJefice; Frafa Mass) 8.10 
Martinu. Anthony Buton explores Mte&iu's 
ootourful life 8J30 Concert, part two. Martinu 
pefa Conc erto No 1 ; Symphony to 6. Fantasies 

BAS Poetacripfa Living ldeaa. Dr Simon Crttohelv 
defends the modem French-Jewteh phiosooher 
Bmmaruiel Lfirihas (5ffi) 

10X0 Hew and Now. The second ol four spedai 
corrals given this month at the Racfio Theatre 
Broadrastmg House. With the Dutch new-music -■ 

(Wafting for Charhe); Hanna Kutenty (Perpetuus) 

11X0 Composer of the Week: Sehutz (rt 

1 Go i' w *b Brian Morton (rt 

1X0 Through the Night, with Penny Gore '« 


£00 News 7X5 The Archers 

7 *° WfifcCMB Serte presents eNrac 

S nc SST^I 0 55 s * BBC racSo andTetevtsion 

8-05 ff? 9 ue88o 5 M,? Cterke Is joined in Chor 

Ktorttreas 

Ssaarss, 

?^^- Bndjen ^ wS ^“ 
830 ** *“5 Programme 

a 15 Lrrttal SaTstand-i 


n.ie yf” Sara Parker meete some of &“s i 
axn ** AW* Cooke 

SsiSld. The author Afire Thnmae niu_ 


■ S:ai 

11 * 25 Hannan guests tal 

ii « SSSL'ggff ** vweek ‘ a ***** 

12X0 Ntaws i2J0am The Late Boole The Taa a» 

AH Davis Mger's account of hia 
toe legendary bweoSdby K 

taxaShhmnns^M^ 


12X8 Sh 
1X0 As 


Forecast 

Service 


94.fi; LW 198 MW720. RADIO 5 LIVE MWfiSswfwc^D'Sw^E uwm^ 02,4 - RAD> °4.F 
CLASSIC FM. FM 100-102. VIRGIN RADIO. FMlK^MWlW^I^T^ 198 (12.45-5. 

Tetetrtston and redo tistingi compiled by PeterDSrVten 1053, So* 

Grogory and John Mdtostara. "n nugne*, Roaemary Smith, Suan Thomm 
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TELEVISION 47 


Miss Nicer Than Thou socks it to Mr Mocker 


O ne of the many ideas about 
art and culture explored in 
David Hare's wonderful 
play, Amys View, is the British 
tendency 10 mock those institu¬ 
tions we hold dear. It's a habit de¬ 
rided in the play, but then the char¬ 
acter doing the deriding is young, 
male, Irish and, er, wrong. We Bri¬ 
tish know there is nothing better 
than a gentle bit of mockery — 

even a vigorous bit—so long as we 

keep to home territory. 

Take religion. On the one hand 
you have The Vicar of Dibley 
(BBCI) which, blessed by the pens 
of Richard Curtis and Paul May- 
hew-Archer, manages To poke fun 
at both the Church of England and 
village life without offending any¬ 
one... except perhaps Sister Wen¬ 
dy. Similarly, if Owen (Roger 
Lloyd-Pack) seeks to conceal his 
deep-seated admiration for this 
newspaper by pointing out that 
“it's not too rough on the buttocks", 
he fools no one. We who work here 


will simply bathe in the warm 
glow of his unspoken approbation 
—_ and discuss whether staples 
might be a good idea. 

On the other hand, you have 
Louis Theroux's Weird Weekends 
(BBC2) which, by sending a snide, 
smart-arsed Brit to patronise tire 
bom-again Christians of Texas, 
managed to offend just about 
everybody—at least until Theroux 
started to look genuinely embar¬ 
rassed. Then it got more interest¬ 
ing. Nothing better Than the 
mocker mocked. 

The opening 15 minutes or so 
were no fun at all. Along came 
Theroux, looking like David Bad- 
diet's taller, thinner brother, disin¬ 
genuously promising that his "soul 
was up for grabs” and heading for 
the first tele-evangelist he could 
find in Dallas. There, in the recep¬ 
tion of KM PX Television, he found 
Aimlee, who finished every call to 
the studio with the blessing "An¬ 
gels on your body". “Do you think 


I might have angels on my bod}?" 
asked Theroux, adopting the sort 
of cleverer-than-thou attitude that 
most of us grew out of in the sixth 
form. Anniee. bless her, still 
thought he might have. This nicer- 
than-thou approach would even¬ 
tually prove Theroux's undoing — 
and very nearly his saving. 

T he problem was that, much 
as he tried to do otherwise, 
Theroux found nothing but 
sincerity among Texas’s bom- 
again community and nothing 
blunts a would be-satirist’s cutting 
edge quite as effectively as sincer¬ 
ity. The snide narration (which 
contrasted unpleasantly with 
Theroux's engaging, non-confron¬ 
tational interview style) continued 
to the end, but on the ground you 
could see that he was a beaten 
man. He even seemed to enjoy 
playing guitar with The Family, a 
sect which to his regret had given 
up flirty-fishing (they still had a 




! Matthew 
Bond 


number of attractive female mem¬ 
bers) and now tried to reach lost 
Texan souls through music He 
taught them the chords to George 
Michael's Faith, which was a nice 
touch. 

But the nicest touch — there 
weren't many to choose from — 
came at the revival meeting that 
marked the dimax of his pilgrim¬ 
age. By now firm friends with the 
splendid Anniee (she was a recov¬ 


ering aiccholic, had been saved by 
Billy Graham in 1953 and was 
prone to singing in tongues). The¬ 
roux was under big pressure at last 
to pm his soul where his mouth 
was. “I wanted to please Anniee so 
much thar a few words spilled 
out," he said. \'ot quite enough 
words* to qualify' to salvation, or to 
embarrass him too much when 
he’s back home sneering with his 
mates, but enough for me. at least, 
to give him a second chance. But 
less of the mockery next time. OK? 

And less of the mobile phone 
jokes in Taggart fITV). The ring¬ 
ing mobile which has everyone 
checking their pockets until they 
work out it’s the corpse’s phone 
that is ringing has been done 
before and done best on Bad Boys. 
the Scottish gangland comedy. 
There the body' was actually 
buried before the phone started 
ringing. 

But recycled gags apart, the 
latest Taggart, about a new street 


drug called Berserker, has been 
top-quality stuff — apart from the 
slightly curious casting of David 
Robb and Cameron Jack as father 
and son. Both were good in their 
very different ways — but father 
and son? Either the laws of gene¬ 
tics had been altered or the fate 
Mrs Mitchell had been a very curi¬ 
ous-looking woman. 

I n the end. with the death toll at 
fix e, it turned out that love was 
more powerful than any ste¬ 
roid with hallucinogenic side-ef¬ 
fects. which in turn explained why 
Valerie Gogan. late of Hamish 
Macbeth, had been prepared to sit 
around for the previous two epi¬ 
sodes with nothing to do except 
look pretty and play with her 
pipettes. 

George Rossi, as the sexist but 
not as thick as he looks Dl Skin¬ 
ner. also did enough 10 earn a pos¬ 
sible recall to ihe regular cast as 
the producers look at ways of fil¬ 


ling the huge hole left by the death 
of Ian Anders, who played Super¬ 
intendent McVitie. The key thing, 
though, is that having rediscov¬ 
ered some of its original darkness 
and complexity. Taggart 
continues. 

Mrs Cobra’s Money (Channel 
4j got a new series off to a lively 
start with a programme about one 
of the greatest scandals of our day, 
the mis-selling of personal pen¬ 
sions. Perhaps Bernice Cohen, still 
looking like somebody’s favourite 
granny, could have done with 
more case studies rather than 
getting bogged down in the intrica¬ 
cies of just nvo. bur her bearding of 
Mark Boleat. chairman of the 
Association of British Insurers, 
was magnificent. Boleat's compar¬ 
ison of financial institutions selling 
once-i n-a-1 ifeiime pension plans 
with that of football teams regular¬ 
ly changing their strips wiU stay in 
my memory for some rime. Go get 
'em, Bernice. 


***** 


&QOam Business Breakfast (39535) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (81451) 

I 000 All Over the Shop (5612332) 

' 9l25 Reed Rooms (5535239) 

9J50 KJIroy (T) (6643177) 

1030 Can’t Cook. Won’t Cook {T) (8831239) 
10.55 The Really Useful Show (T) (7934697) 

11.35 What Would You Do? Whether to leave 
a 40-year-old rock 'n' roll-obsessed 
husband (4076500) 

1200 News (T) and weather (7774806) 
12.05pm Call My Bluff (1408448) 

1205 Going for a Song (7655351) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (13968) 

1.30 Regional New (T) (61795351) 

1.40 The Weather Show (55074351) 

105 Neighbours (39936245) 

2.10 Petrocetn (r) (2189535) 

3.00 Who'll Do the Puddng? (r) (1264) 

300 Wiggly Park (6768055) 305 Ptaydays 
(9602429) 305 The Uttlest Pet Shop 
(6849974) 4.05 Dennis the Menace 
(4710719) 4-35 L&K Friday (3344608) 

.. 4.55 Newsround Extra JuSe Etchingham 
j reports on the reality of racism facing 
ctiidren in Britain (T) (7613887) 

5.10 Blue Pater (T) (5284326) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (712852) 

6.00 News (j) and weather (871) 

530 Regional News (1) (351). - ' 

7.00 Big Break Lee Richardson and David 
Roe challenge Wilfie Thome (T) (3245) 
730Top of the Pops (535) 

8.00 Only Fools and Horses Del buys a new 
manual to help him show Raque! more 
appreciation and give him the confidence 
to make positive decisions (r) (T) (7177) 
9.00 News (T) and weather (1622) 

930 Hetty Watnthropp Investigates: A 
Minor Operation Lancashire's answer to 
Miss Maple Is ordered into hospital and 
told, to rest — but how can she? With 
- Patricia Routledge and Michelle Holmes 
(T) (135429) 'i' 

1030 Parkinson With weD-travefied Python 
Michael Palin. BaHyfdssangd star 
Stephen TompWnson and "Rocket Man” 
Ellon John, who performs one ol Ibs 
). many hfis (559245) 
ftl.lSBody of Evidence (1992) Thrfiter, with 

n Wirtem Dafoe as a happily married lawyer 
drawn into a bizarre relationship with 
diant Madonna, an attractive art gaMery 
owner suspected of murdering her 
wealthy lover with her sexual antics.. 
Directed by Ull Edet (T) (644061) 
WALES: 11.15 Indoor Bowls: Welsh 
Masters (670142) 12.00 FILM: Body of 
Evidence (52982) 130am News and 
weather (8429475) 135 BBC News 24 
(7380494) 

12.45am As Time Goes By (1987) with Bruno 

n Lawrence. Max Gillies and Nique 
Needles. Australian sci-fi eframa about a 
fun-loving surter who heads into the 
outback towards a mysterious 
rendezvous arranged by his mother 25 
years earlier. Directed by Barry Peak 
(180730) 

2.15 Weather (9618727) 

2.20 BBC News 24 


\MeaPius+ and the Video PtusCodM 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
Gating m Video PtusCOde” numbers, which 
■flow y ou to programme your video recorder 

the Video PtusCode far the programme you 


wish to record. Videoptus+ (*). ftuscode ( 
end Video Programmer are trademarks 
Gemstar Development Lid. 


635am Asthma and the Bean (5392887) 
730 See Hear Breakfast News (T and 
signing) (2752177) 

7.15Tetetuhbtes (j) (2697448) 7.40 Casper 
Classics (r) (4366149) 8.00 The ReaSy 
Wild Show (r) (T) (7295332) 835 
WiBiam's Wish Wellingtons (r) (2701264) 
835 Johnson and Friends (2457516) 

8.45 The Record (4168264) 

9.10 Music Makers (9663790) 930 Watch 
(9308448) 9.45 Come Oulside (9396603) 
1030 Teletubbies (62790) 

1030 Look and Read (4669871) 1030 Befeve 
It or Not New series (4752535) 11.10 
Land mate: Dominica and Trinidad New 
series (T) (2800581) 1130 English File 
(7) (7429) 12.00 Scene (63577) 

1230pm Working Lunch (56500) 1.00 The 
Little Polar Bear (r) (89086887) 135 
Pingu (r) (89085158) 1.10 The Travel 
Hour: Burgundy (5713239) 2.10 Going, 
Going, Gone (98189993) WALES: 2.10- 
240 Bawls 240 News (I) (3143142) 

2.45 Modem Times (r) (T) (7350871) 335 
News (T) (3612061) 330 The Village 
(429) 

4.00 Through the Keyhole (4625697) 
WALES: 4.QO-6LOO Bowls (886603) 435 
Ready. Steady, Cook (4628784) 4S5 
Esther Twins (8065142) 

6.00 The Simpsons (r) (T) (532871) 

820 Figure Skating: European 

Championships The ladies -short 
programme and the men's free 
programme highlights (6226429) 

7.30 The Face: Six Great 

nwflWt K Kl Climbing Adventures !ce- 
cfimfcrtng and desert rock ascents near 
Salt Lake City, Utah (T) (177) 

8.00 The Fred Dfbnah Story (r) (I) (9185) 



Jofo Morris plants vegetables (830pm) 

830 Gardening from Scratch A 

neglected pond; laying out a 
vegetable plot drought kwing plants (T) 
(8142) 

930 Btactodder (r) (T) 19264) 

930 Friday Night Armistice Irreverent 
retrospective of the week's news 
(571852) 

1035 Game On Matthew decides to join the 
Marines (T) (204790) 

1035 Newsnight (I) (330332) 

1130 Figure Skating: European 

Championships The free dance 
. (417500) 

1220am Comedy Nation Character-based 
comedy sketch show (1310340) 

1230 Do the Right Thing (1989) Comedy 

n drama directed by and starring Spike 
Lee, with Danny Aiello. Rosie Perez and 
John Turturro. RacaaJ tensions erupt into 
violence as black residents of a Brooklyn 
town vent their frustrations on an Itallan- 
American family who own the local pizza 
parlour (I) (479543) 

235 Weather (9759765) 


620em GMTV (9922535) 

925 Win, Lose or Draw (T) (5617887) 

935 Regional News (8097784) 

1030The Time, the Place (T) (665161 
1030This Morning (T) (50339790) 

1220pm Regional News (7763790) 

1230 News (T) and weather (7658448) 

1235 Wish You Were Here? (r) (T) (7560239) 
125 Home and Away |T) (714315811 
130 Murder. She Wrote (1/2) (1052500) 
230 WALES: The Dressing Up Show: 

Birthday Boys (3096790) 

230 Hdstuff (3096790) 

320 News (T) (3617516) 

325 Regional News (3616887) 

330 Rosie and Jim (6915351) 3.40 

Timbucktoo (6846887) 330 Tom and 
Vicky (6762871) 430 Zzzap! (8005697) 

4.15 Men in Black (T) (3193429) 4.40 
Gladiators: Train to Win (T) (1333177) 

5.10 A Country Practice (7186993) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (611784) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (440326) 

62S Regional Weather (244719) 

630 Regional News (719) 

730 Bruce Forsyth’s Play Your Cards 
Right (T) (5413) 

730 Coronation Street Deirdre faces some 
tough questions: Janice has a tuck up her 
sleeve (T) (603) 

830The Bill Stamp feels a woman with a sob 
story may be playing games (D (7061) 
830 Faith in the Future Faith moves m wrlh 
Paul, leaving Faith to deal with the builder 
(7) (3528) 



Ben Miles as Angus (9-D0pm) 

930 tei Bftgrp f The Round Tower The now- 
SSaE l hl pregnant Vanessa runs away, 
but Angus soon finds her riving In dismal 
conditions and decides to help her. 
However, his solution does not provide 
the happy ending they might have wished 
for (T) (2/3) (9581) 

10.00 News (T) and Weather (25142) 

1029 Regional Weather (621603) 

1030 Blaze (1989) Paul Newman stars in the 

H scandalous story of Louisiana governor 
Eari K. Long, who rocked slate politics in 
the Fifties by his affair with a stripper. With 
Lofita Davidovich and Jerry Hardin. 
Directed by Ron Shehon (80812210) 
1230am Live at Jongleurs (r) (T) (6122479) 
120 War of the Worlds (r) (2959415) 

2.15 Not Fade Away: Laura Vasquez 
(938299) 

3.15 Collins and Maconfe’s Movfs Club (r) 
(56109949) 

330 Hotter Skelter (T) (5652036) 

430 Weekly World News (r) (50196098) 
430 Cool Vibes (88983543) 

5.00 Coronation Street (r) fT) (94433) 

530 News 


As HTV West ex c ep t 

1235pm-125 A Country Practice (7560229! 
130 Our House (33942806) 

220-320 The Rockford Files 12:72331, 

5.10-5.40 Shortfand Street :7T£*£33, 
625-730 Central News {215535.1 

10.40 Central Weekend Live (25959546. 
1225am Tales from the Crypt '4973C-53I 
1230 Him: Trapped (631458) 

235 In Focus (5255140) 

320 Coach (3523494) 

4.15 Central Jobfinder *98 <4358456) 

520 Aslan Eye (1587494) 


As HTV West except 

1220pm-1230 Illuminations (7763790) 

1235 Home and Away (7560239) 

125 Wish You Were Here? (11373581) 
1.55 Murder, She Wrote (1140719) 
230-320 Westcountry Update (3096790) 

5.10-530 Home and Away (7186993) 
6.00-720 Westcountry Live (31245) 


As HTV West except 
1235-125 Shortiand Street (7560229) 
130 Getaways (39942806) 

220-320 The Rockford Hies (2172351) 

5.10-530 Home and Away (7186993) 
635-730 Meridian Tonight (31245) 


535am Sesame Street (22245 1 
7.00 The Big Breakfast (22149) 

9.00 Schools Off Limns (5532142) 925 
Schools at Work (7885413) 9.30 Eureka* 
(Tl (9383516) 935 Stop. Look. Listen (T) 
(4782054) 1032 Lost Animals (6974245) 

10.10 Ulster Unearthed (T/ (8084210) 
1030 Maths Book (6568429) 10.40 Top' 
En EspanoJ (4758719) 11.00 The 
Technology Prog (7304968) 11.15 Stage 
One (T) (1435719) 

1120 Springhin (rj (9697) 1230 Sesame 
Street (22055) 1220pm Light Lunch. 
With Jon Snow (36177) 

120 The Purple Heart (1944. bAw) with Dana 

M Andrews as an American airman on trial 
in Japan after his plane is shot down over 
Tokyo Also with Richard Conte Directed 
by Lewis Mileslone (94641413) 

320 Flying High (3526210) 320 Time Team 
E>lra (TV (687) 4.00 Fifteen-to-One (T) 
(332) 420 Countdown. Champion ot 
Champions Fmal (T) (1221968) 5.15 The 
Pet Photographer (8582582) 520 Pet 
Rescue (T) (968) 

6.00 TF! Friday The guests include Ned 
Tennant and Barbara Windsor (39887) 
7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (625719) 

735The Political Slot (149245) 


As HTV West except 
130 Bringing Up Baby (39942806) 
220-3.20 The Rockford Hies (2172351) 

5.10-6-40 Shortfand Street (7186993) 
625-7.00 AngUa News (315535) 



Starts: 7.00am The Big Breakfast (32149) 
9.00 Ysgollon (985448) 

1120 SpringMU (9697) 

1230 Rlcfcl Lake (22055) 

1220pm Sesame Street (58968) 

1.00 Slot MeRhrfn (27401448) 

1.15 Tomos Y Tanc (27499603) 

120 FDnc Beau Brummel! (63697) 

320 Time Team Extra (697) 

4.00 Hfteen-to-One (332) 

420 Countdown: Champion of Champions 
Htud (1221968) 

5.15 5 Pump (8582582) 

520 Cettagati (795790) 

5.45 The Pet Photographer (952559) 

630 Newyddfon 6 (995806) 

6.10 Heno (149429) 

7.00 Pobol Y Cwm (829719) 

725 Y Ctwb Rygbi (233887) 

8.00 Cefn Gwtad: Goronwy Cwm CDan 
(5603) 

820 Newyddion (1210) 

9.00 Pawb a’l Fare (3351) 

1030 Brookside (297993) 

1025 Eurotrash (514852) 

11.10 TH Friday (590887) 

12.10am Armstrong and Miller (3556630) 
1235 Film: Dr Jekyfl and Sister Hyde 
(632185) 

220 Film: Johnny Apollo (979475J 

4.10-525 FDnr Berlin Correspondent 
(3099494) 


Fr Lionel Fanfhorpe explores (8pm) 

8.00 frionffigf Fortean TV Father Lionel 
S srryr i Fanthorpe returns with more 
tales ol the paranormal (T) (5603) 

820 Brookside Katie is shocked by Jacqui’s 
decision (T) (1210) 

9.00 Ellen: Harold and Ellen Ellen's father 
comes to stay (T) (4332) 

920 Dressing for Breakfast Comedy series 
with Baabe Edney and Holly Afrd. Carla 
comes up with the perfect solution to cure 
Carta's blues — shopping (T) (34332) 
10.00 Frasien The Gift Horse Frasier and 
Niles try to outdo each other with birthday 
gifts to their father (T) (237B4) 

1020 Eurotrash (7) (515581) 

11.05 TH Friday (i) (SSI 516) 

1235am Fteva Black music (3566017) 

12v40 Dr Jekyfl and Sister Hyde (1971) with 

m Ralph Bales and Manine Beswick. A 
Victorian scientist's experiments on 
himself transform him into an alluring 
woman. Roy Ward Baker directs (T) 
(633814) 

225 Johnny Apollo (1940, b/w) with Tyrone 

m Power as the son ot a millionaire Wall 
Street banker who turns to crime when his 
father is jailed for embezzlement. Also 
with Dorothy Lamour Directed by Henry 
Hathaway (356475) 

4.05 Berlin Correspondent (1942. b/w) with 

H Virginia Gilmore and Oana Andrews. A 
Second World War espionage drama 
about an American reporter in pre-Pearl 
Harter Berlin. Directed by Eugene Forde 
(3069253) 

520 Desire (r) (1743104) 




CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 720 MHz 


6.00am 5 News Early (5937626) 

7.00 Exclusive (r) (6024581) 

720 Milkshake! (7940516) 725 Adventures 
ot The Bush Patrol (r) (1246351) 8.00 
Havakazoo (r) (7779210) 

820 WfdeWorid Gender stereotyping in 
product design (3710) (T) (7778581 j 
9.00 Espresso (1632326) 935 The Hot Zone 
(rj (T) (7910061) 1020 Sunset Beach (T) 
(3970577) 11.10 Leeza (8786055) 1230 
5 News (T) 1220pm Farrdy Allairs (r) (T) 
(3332005) 1.00 Bold and Beautiful 
(6023852) 120 Was H Good for You? (r) 
(4782546) 230 5's Company (8943871) 
320 South Sea Women (1953, b/w) with Burt 

H Lancaster and Virginia Mayo. A comedy 
set on a tropical island. Directed by 
Arthur Lubin (4050581) 

520 Russell Grant’s Postcardi. Glenveagh 
(77911326) 520 Exclusive (8871790) 
630 100 Per Cenl (8878603) 

620Family Affairs Annie is astounded to 
teem that she is pregnant (T) (8796055) 
7.00 5 News (T) (9642332) 

720 The Hot Zone The wildlife ol Dasht-e- 
Kavir (8792239) 

8.00 Vanessa's Day With Antony Worrall- 
Thompson fT) (9555852) 

8.30 Bring Ma the Head of Light 
Entertainment (9647887) 



Sheryl Lee is held hostage (9.00pm) 

9.00 Follow the River (1995) with Sheryl Lee 

m and Ellen Buretyn. A drama about a brave 
female pioneer who is held captive by a 
hostile Indian tribe. Directed by Martin 
Davidson (87984603) 

10.50 La Femme Nikita Adventures of a lethal 
female agent (5126852) 

1135 Seduction: Three Tales from the Inner 

S Sanctum (1992) Victoria Principal in 
three dramas about women who discover 
there is a big price to pay for illicit love. 
Michael Ray Rhodes directs (3510535) 
125am Prescription for Murder (1988) with 

» Kale Lynch. A hospital drama about three 
healthy mothers who die in mysterious 
circumstances shortly alter qiving birth. 
Directed by Clarke Mackey (56047678) 
235 The Oregon Trail (1975) with Rod 

n Taylor A pioneering family head wesi fa- 
free land and a better way of Me. Directed 
by Boris Saga! (5868765) 

425 The Road A profile ol Ihe country singer 
Patty Loveless (71977727) 

4.40 Prisoner Cell Block H (1976104) 

520100 Per Cent (rl (6153017) 





• For farther listings see 

Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7-OOrnn Street State (34429) 7JO The 
Smpsons (46364) 800 Bump n tha Nl^t 
(6103123) 8.13 Oprah Winfrey (6912326) 
9X0 Hotel (28185) 10.00 Another World 
(42448) 11JO Days of Ou Lives 198784) 
12X0 Mamed—with CMdren (58177) 
jL(i2J0pm M*A*S*H {7B790] 1X0 Geraldo 
%73245| ZOO SaHy Jessy Raphael (16681) 
3X0 jenny Jones (B315S) 4X0 Oprah 
WMiay (95983) 530 Star Trek The Next 
a Generation (2158) 8-00 Water's World 

■ (7719) 8J0 Married — wflti Ctatren (8871) 
I 7JO The' Simpsons (3887) 7JO Real TV 

(4055) BJ» rtghfandar. The Senas (14516). 
9 lOO Walier. Texas Rwger (21852) 1000 
Poterpalsr The Legacy (31239) 11X0 Star 
Trek The Nat Generation (431771 1230 
Late Show (33699) 1 Xtan In the Hoal ot 
ffw NqN (28320) 2.00 Long Play (4998962) 

■ SKY BOX OFFICE __ 

SqTs pay p ww isw movie chaaaate. 

To view any Bm telephone 0990 SOOBBa 
Each Sm cost E2X8 per vwrang 

SKY 9QX OFFICE 1 1 (Transponder 26) 

The Long raw g wIn l flW P®*®) 

SKY BOH OFFICE 2 (Transponder 80} 
i? The Gfaynar Han (1996) 

SKY BOX OPFSCE 3 (Transponder 59] 
SwvMng Pjr eeec (1996) 

SKY aox OFFICE 4 (Tranjponder 58) 
Steepen (1996) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1 

BjWhm Colour lie Ported (1995) 
(328871 T^O Who'S Sam Our Chfidren? 
(1»78) (87429) 930 FBflM Ot 0» tkum 
(W71) (56055) 1130 Iterate Stfctal (19B7) 
I17B22) 130pm Tho Ouni ftfle?) (Z1413) 
330 WftoU saw Our CMckori? (1978) 
(27448) SJJO A Dofl*» Best Friend (1997) 
(SE2TO) 730 SpBCobeSe (1387) (3ED6TJ 
9-00 Sgt BBco (1996) 187974) 1130 
Tommy Boy (1995) (133074) 1&4$« 
. Tempiw («pq (280123) Z3S Under 
m tire Plrno (1995) (3198901) 33S Colour 
(F 9te Retied pS96) [888703881 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2 

Mtern SWerKonny(19MM«S35)a30 
AUxm red CodeBo Ueei fim Honeny 
W95N (4837BB7) OSO Beeo for Yoor U*A 
Ctame Braun (1977} (1442 627) 1 040 
Dangeroae H o onD gM{1941) (32751697) 


-SATELLITE AND.CABLE; 


1Z40pm Rodgers and KsmmeraMn: 
The Sateid of Movies (1996) (26227887) 
2A0 Joan ot Peris {1842) (733504291 
440 Race ter Your LHet Charite Brown 
(1877) (2563803) &0Q A Moflor'i ht- 
ettnet fl9S5) (12326) aOOTTm Not (1935) 
(38142) 10-00 Proscription tor Harder 
0 995) (B59993) 1135 Species (1985) 
(534852) 1.25am Priaon of Seatee 
(188?) (726524) 330 The Avonghrg 
Angel (1995) (940123) 4-40 Uttte OrbR 
theAetrodog {1874) (3706272) . 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

430pm Hegomcent Obeenion (1954) 
- (5906687) 6.00 Udytamto (1*85) 

(3*40697) SUO Prartty h Hnk (1988) 
(3445142) 1030 True Romanes (1993) 
(7703897) 1230 School One . {1988} 
(8080974) 230am The Jotoen Story 
(1948) (24898340) 4.10 My Faro ta tts 
Brunette (1947) (326335*3) 3*0 CK»e 

TNT _ 

9u00 The Time Machine (I960) 
(10554603) IIjOO The Big Steep (1946) 
(91866429) IHDon Klee Her Goodbye 
(19689 (B1744Z53J MO The time Mech- 
Ine (1960) (923S32S1J 530 CtoSB 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

7JXJem Sports Centre (B7581) 730 Wras- 
tfrw (97784) 830 Sports Centre (60158) 
900 Radng tews (91210) 930 Aerobes 
(38871) 1000 Spfindt Footbal (S9SS) 
1230 Aerobics (8497411230pm Brgada 
Boxrc (48871) 130 Pro Beach Soccer 
(4850Q) 230. MHL- PowbhkX* (47887) 
030 Trane World Sport (58333) 430 Dm 
R ugby Ckib 114264) Spent Certm 
(28806) 730 Trans World Sport (6S21Q) 
090 NBA Bestettaal (58874) IOjOO Spam 
Centre (6458111130 Hold the Back Page 
(76429) 1230 Sports Centre IfifflOD 
1 . 00 am wreaang (4BU94) 330 NHL 
PoyyawKk (33543) 430 Ho« the Back 
Psga (6045^530 Sports C6ftre(3B340) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

gjWemLtelrtonationfltCrifrOay Cnefcry 

New ZeeJnad v South Africa (512989681 
030Ricng NM.(7Se3fi1« 1AOO Wamo- 
uoral OneOey Okms (44101 4g| j- SOpm 
tsda Bie PGA . Tour (7586603). 230 
Brooms Sport (6913097) 230 Sports 

UrtgrUBd (7123210)130 InranBlionalOne- 

D« Crider (9342332) 630 World Spofl 


Hope Ctessic (5530071) 12.00 Trans World 
spec (72B7B43) 130am NHL' Powarseeh 
(8374901) ZOO Sports Centre (3063949) 
3.00 Trans World Sport (5085307) 430 US 
Golf Bob Hope dassc (6570949) 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1290pm Trans World Sport (65002852) 
1.00 Tight Lines (65011500) 2.00 Football 
Scrapbook (01778852) 330 Spanish Fool- 
ball (7775751® 530 Hgh Rw* f628S31B5) 
8X0 Nit Pawnw* (85104264) 7JOO 
Crlctet (HG52500) 10X0 WresHno: Raw 
(91858429) 12X0 Close 

EUROSPORT 

7-30am Raly (9I7B4) 8X0 Liw Svwnrrsng 
(53554087) 11^45 Rady (856784) 12.1Spm 
Lrw Figure Stetlng (28686622) 4X0 Sum¬ 
ming (47513) £30 Urn Figure SuOng 
(91106429) IMS Rasy (469887) iai5 
Swimming (064807) 11.18 Temk (984332) 
1230am Rely (6498211X0 Ooee 

UK GOLD _ 

TXOoir I Dkfli'l Knew You Cared (2961719) 
735 Nagtoours (5227719) aXO Crocs- 
ftMfc (S415581) 835 EsdEfHtere 

(38376031 9X0 The M (5800413) 930 
Howards' Way (5314974) 10X0 Bees TSs 
House (7474535) 1030 The Suftvans 
(5806697) 11J» Boon (83872603) 

njOBfm Crassroads (52194500) 1230 
NsiqKxxn (20492697) 1285 East&ideis 
(25146081 130 Syfcas (71(14968) 2.10 
Ke^reig Up AfipWfWM (9352808)230 
Some Mothers Do 'Art Tm(3ffl42101330 
The By (41649931 4X0 Juid Bravo 
(43111351) 5X5 E3sfiaJBS (27571581 
SM Bots'e Ful House (94239681 635 To 
Ihe Manor Bom (725123^- 7X0 Same 
Uothera Do "Ave 'Em (1873790) 7X0 Are 
You Be*ifl StrvBd 7 (9807968) BXOCBMn 
Srrtfl (6457245) 9X0 The fit (8397326) 
930 CarnxTs Commercial »83Wotwi 
(79006264) 1035 The CorricabPrBserts 
(90814131 nao Ate Srr*l and Jcras 
(SC81413) 12X0 Che*retord 123(4423811) 
12£5an U« aJ Jongbure (4966302) 1X0 
the Equator (1737484) 1JO Mam Vice 
(9064982) 2.40 Shopping (B3712C36) 

GRANADA PLUS 

6X0amTha Bex (1834719) 7X0 ^ Uncul 
(54*81 Q3T 730 Coronation Si (5242500) 
8X0 HW Date J4216087) 9X0 W*il 
These Wate (3211536) 10X0 Dempsey and 
Mrfepracc (9842564) UXO FmhO 
(7532068) 12X0 Cor orator 9 (5849061) 



Lauren Bacall and Humphrey Bogart In The Big Seep (TNT, 11pm) 


1230pm Famtes (8110245) 1.00 On Ihe 
Bus» (68936441 130 Please Sir* 

(8119616) 2X0 Forever Green (1220156) 
3X0 Dempsey and Makepeace (5268974) 
4X0 Hama FwO (51745811 &00 The 
Protestors*! (3957429) 8X0 Fomfes 
(3728852) 830 Coronation St (38153321 
730 On' ihe Buses (3956158) 730 The 
Plate Files (3S11516) 8X0 Statock 
Holmes (6472887) 9X0 Carorvnton Si 
(5276993) 930 Comedians (0027561) 
10X0 Fla (8382210) 11X0 Ctoee 

CARLTON SELECT (CABLE) 

6,00pm Gndtock (843232)01530Hey Dad 
912B407C6S) 6X0 Blockbusters (361S392) 
830 A Cutntry Practice f73108072) 7X0 
Men of ihe Wtxid (B4026974) 730 Duly 
Free (77708036) 8X0 Qua teeters 
(10666806) 8X0 Lorn Hurts (104751421 
10X0 Good Sex Guide (*9247448) 1030 
Movie Club (49150968) 11X0 & Eteewhere 
(52122719112X0 Fast Foreran* p951O02O) 
1230am Tales ot the Umayeasa 
(32973611) 1X0 Justice 166667920) 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

6.00am Under the Umb*e»a' Tree 630 
TUcwin 7X0 Ateddte 730 Gaol Troop 
8X0 M>gMy Ducks 230 Onowre 9X0 


Sesame Si 10X0 Winnie ire Pooh 10-15 
Small Suns 1030 Roue and Jjn 1035 
StngMeaSioryniUiBeaallX0Mou3eanc 
fJofe 11X5 Tots TV 1125 h 5 Fun 10 learn 
v*|h Spot 11X0 The Garage 11X5 
Alphabet Castte 12.15pm Amazing Anmels 
12.43 Winrao ihe Poch 1.00 Seseme Si 
2X0 Gummi Bears 230Cltip 'n‘ Dale 3X0 
Tanon and Punbaa 330 AUddr The 
Senes 4X0 Student Bo osg 430 Biaid 
spantong New Doug SXo Recess 530 
Pepper Ann 6X0 Smart Guy 630 Boy 
Meets World 7X0 Wevne Uanlcsta 730 
M^tmare Nod 8X0 FUJI: The Leo* Bug 
930 Bene Chfe* 10X0 dose 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

OXO e w i ScV! Snevugornn 630Acs Wartur* 
7,00 Gsapor 730 Power Rangers reoSXO 
Big Bed BmOeborgs 030 Mastoid Met 
9X0 The Mate Bat 930 Dudley the 
Dragon 10.00 Pnocchi o 1030 Peter Pan 
11X0 Otar Tugs) 1130 UteJetaany Prfm 
1200 Gu*vem Tisvtfc 1230pm X Men 
1X0 Sptoemun 130 ton Mon 2X0 
Falsie Four 230 Power Rangers Zee 
3X0 &g Bad Beeflefeags 330 Masked 
FUer 4X0 Ace Vertura 430 Casper 5X0 
Got&cbunps SXO X Mon 6X0 Sptframan 
830 The Hck 7X0 Ctosa 


8X0om HappTy Ever After 830 Romuald 
the Reindeer 7X0 SpUou 730 Denms me 
Menace 8X0 Batman 9.00 Earthworm Jm 
930 Brwrty Hfis Teens 10X0 Oscar's 
Orchestra 1030 Flash Gotdon 11X0 
tznogoud 1130 Grgareor 12X0 Spreu 
1230pm Beverty H4 Teens 1X0 Baiman 
130 AJ s Tme Travellers 2X0 tznogoud 
230 Rash Gordon 3X0 Gigantcr 330 
Earthworm Jm 4X0 Dennis the Menace 
430 Baiman 5.00 Owe 

CARTOON NETWORK 

A8 your tauounte cartoons broadc as t tram 
5XOam to SXOpm. seven days a week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

6.00am Count OuJoita 630 Ren & 3unpy 
7X0 Angry Beavers 730 Rugrsfls 6X0 
Doug 830 Artlxr 9X0 CB8C moo 
WtmSa's House 1030 Babar 11X0 Magic 
&ftx*-Bus 1130 PB Bear esc 12X0 
Rugrats 1230pm Blues dues 1XO Clang¬ 
ers 130 Moppet Babies 2X0 Haggle Rock 
230 Atom 3X0 Jumehl 330 Doug 4.00 
Key ArnoU' 430 Aaahh) Real Monders 
5X0 Rureats530Ssw Sister 6X0 Sabrina 
630 Moesha 7X0 Ctoso 

TROUBLE _ 

12 . 00 pm Swon s Crocarg 1230 Sweat 
1X0 Hearlbreck H^t 130 Ceklaru 
Dreams 2.00 Saved by the Bell 2309wsm't 
CrBsstop 3X0 TX130 TBA 4X0 Saved by 
ths Befl 430 USA Hjph 5X0 Sweat 530 
Celifcroia Dreams 6X0 Blast 630 USA 
High 7X0 Heartbreak High 730 TBA 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

SXOpm FVreervloOnU 5X0 Fan*/ For. 
tunas 630 Caidtphrase 7X5 Btochbusiars 
730 Gmj Us A Ctoe 8X0 All Ctosd Up 830 
VWiate 91S Sals ot the Centuy 10X0 
Tmasura Hurs 11X0 ^2-1 12X0 Studs 
1230am Moonlighting 130 Big Vaffey 239 
Zorro 3X0 Faffier Dewing 4X0 Mighty 
Jungle 430Zone 5X0 Sannshop 

BRAVO _ 

SXOpm A-T&am (381*500) 0X0 Tour of 
Duty (3907SG4I 10X0 Red Shoe DM™s 
[5888974) 1030 ROt Steady Weapom 
(1974) (1150681) 1238m FUfc Nerds 
ol a Feather (8304307) 230 Beverly Hfc 
Badeito (1147017) 3X0 Tore d Duly 
(9554548) 4X0 Man (11425621 430 The 
Head |5b5009S) 5X0 A-Tcam (3922S24, 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7X0pm Grace Ltodra F»a (1061) 730 
Roseame (2429) 8X0 Kemy Ever Ml (45B1| 
830 Carotmein Ihe City (6516) OXOCneers 
(33351) 930 Ellen i21l»3i 10X0 Powe 
Squad 1833*5) 1030 Alexi Sayte s Stuff 
(92993) 11 X 0 Ttos and Fibs [4556811130 
Grace Under Fire (481581 12X0 Stei 
[15104J 1230am Nighisund (774561 1.00 
Cheers (B4862) 130 Roseame [39920) 
2X0 Carolne In me Crt/ (B52721230 Tto 
and Fits (784971 3X0 Pohce Squad 
159386) 330 Kenny Everett [956591 

TOE sem CHANNEL 

8X0pm agciongs (1961448) 830 Deepwa- 
(er Blade 11877055) 9.00 The Cape 
<60387191 10X0 FILM: Psychomanla 
(1971) [2706535) 11X5 Making or Swsftp 
Frcopers (4799284) 12X0 SrgndngE 

[9528307) IXOant Tw*gh( Zone (28416781 
130 Talas ol ihe Unexpected (7547833) 
2X0 Dart Shadows (8628659) 230 New 
HAchcock IG630494) 3X0 Friday ihe 13m 
(2171122) 4.00 Clo-e 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

9X0am The Joy at Patting 930 Gaiden- 
ers Dary IftXO Garden Doctors 1030New 
Vented Workshop 11X0 ToUJ FHhng «rth 
Men Hayes 1130 Homaimo 12X0 renoo 
ftooms 1230pm Gimme Shetef 1X0 Van 
Can Cook 130 The Fumature Guys 2.00 
Home Again 230 Our House 3X0 Two'a 
corny 330 The Old House 4X0 Qose 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm Re» Hietf's Fshmg Adventures 
(4078142) 430 Justice PSw (40743261 
5X0 Ftghrine (65S850Q 6X0 Buos are) 
Bushes (5324351) 7X0 Beyond 2000 
IW50439I 730 History's Tumteg Ports 
(4075055) 6X0 Juassca (3990974) 9.00 
kisade ffie Gla s shouse (3807Z10) 1900 
Techno-Spy (381769?) 11X0 Artta 
C Cferte's Mystenous World 16390413) 
1130 AiVtr C. Ciarte's Mygsious world 
(7461061) 12X0 Seawr^s (4439388) 
iXOran H Brays Tumng Ports (5675307) 
130 Beyond 2000 p65?475) 2X0 CtoW 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7.00pm Cepe Fottwera (13951*2) 730 
Mourtans ol the Maya (1706974) BXO Kite 
Whales- WWves of Ihe 5Ha 0907069) 9X0 
Keepare ol Ihe Wild (7453123) 10X0 
Vefcwstoraj—Realm ol ino CoyolD 
17806090111X0 Lent d the Annuls — Ihe 


Gatherers ham the (387*448) 1130 Oto- 
vango Dory (56536221 12X0 Cameramen 
Who Dared (6338630) IXObbi Close 

TRAVEL (CABLE) • _ 

12X0pm Travel Lire 1X0 Amazng Races 
130 Ftoyd on Italy 2X0 CWea ot the World 
230 Gathemgs and Cetobrctooris 3X0 
Irwwcsnt Abroad 330 Rahrey Aduemuros 
Across Europe 4X0 Around Brits»> 430 
Wnnen m Stone 5X0 Wet and Wild 530 
Reel World 6.00 The Flavors ol France 
630 On the Horan 7.00 Ttavd Lire 8X0 
No Truckin' Hoi day 830 Talcs liom Ihe 
Flying Seta 9X0 Dommdkas Ptanoi 10X0 
Gathe mgs ard Cetobrsdons 1030 Cn Tour 
11X0 Travel Live 12.00 Oose 

THE HISTORY CHANNH. 

4X0pm Trams. Pieros and AraomoWes 
1 56 23535) 5.00 The LnccHn Assassnauxi 
(9256806) 7X0 Brography. Capiara Bligh — 
UAIrty on Ihe Bounty (7812852) 8X0 Closer 

CARLTON FOOD (CABLE) 

SXOam Food Nonrert Draiy 030 Food tor 
Thousrt 10X0 Grape Expectations 1030 
Whu's CooUnd 9 11X0 WorraS Thompson 
Cooks 1130 fiaham Ken's Krictier 12X0 
Food Networic Daly 1230pm Grtrar Your 
Greens 1X0 Food lor Though! 130 hk^i 
D ays and Other Days 2X0 Surpr** Chet, 
230 Food Network Daly 3X0 Winter Nosh 
330 Worral Thompson Cooks 4X0 Ideal 
Home Cooks 430 Plane! Nosh 5.00 CJoso 

LIVING _ 

9.00m Food Nenucrt Do«y 930 Food lor 
TT«jghi 10X0 Grape Expectations 1030 
Whai's Caakxig? 11X0 WanaS Thompeon 
Cooks 1130 Graham hen a Kucher 12X0 
F<od Nenwctv Daly 1230pm Grow Yaw 
Greens 1X0 Food (or Thougm'130 Hpc#i 
D ays and Oltw Dbvb 2X0 Surprisfl Ctafs 
230 Food NOMA Daty 3X0 Winter Nosh 
330 Vtfonal Thorre»on Coote 4X0 Ideal 
Heme Cooks 430 PlanH Noah 6X0 Ctoso 

ZEE TV _ 

G30m KhcoteuraJ Jehan 7X0 Ramadan 
Special 730 Aap K> Aclaiat 8.00 Businass 
and htosc 830 Aahaa 9X0 Dasht 10X0 
Yah Ladra Deewena 1030 Chreo Oema 
11X0 Zahe Ka Satar 1130 Daraar 12XD 
FTLJI 3.00pm Hssratoln 330 Andaz 4X0 
Ramadan Special430ArtNtttai 5X0 2EE 
Zone 8X0 Hum Paanch 630 W»en 7.00 
Tr*3 10 730 Mast Mas) Ha StxJagr 8X0 
Nmre 830 Parempara 9X0 BUHI 

































Four Test places to be settled 


search for 


sense of order 


From Alan Lee in montego bay 


DAVID LLOYD, the England 
coach, was anxious that every 
player in his 16-sirong party 
should go to bed here last 
night believing he might be 
playing today. For some, it 
would inevitably be the last 
night for a while when they 
could sleep with such opti¬ 
mism. As the playing pro¬ 
gramme finally begins. 13 
days after the team left Eng¬ 
land, Lloyd and his fellow tour 
selectors must take some 
harsh decisions. 

The itinerary gives England 
only two matches before the 
stan of the Test series — a 
fortnight today — so experi¬ 
ment and prevarication are 
out of the question. Up to five 
men will soon come to terms 
with spending several weeks 
as net bowlers and drinks 
carriers. 

"A third warm-up match 
would have allowed to give 
everyone a game," Michael 
Atherton, the captain, said. 
"As it is, we have to be decisive 
early on. there can be no 
guarantees about giving ev¬ 
erybody some cricket because 
our priority is to get the 
intended Test players into the 
groove." 

Consequently, the selection 
meeting planned for last eve¬ 
ning assumed significance be¬ 
yond the four-day game with 
Jamaica that starts at Jarrett 
Park today. 

It was a preliminary stab at 
the Test XI although Atherton 
insisted yesterday thar “noth¬ 
ing can be taken as read". In 
truth, no more than four 
places are contentious. thougH 
there are intriguing options 
within the batting order. As 
usual the sensitive positions 
are Nos3 and 6. while the 
identity of the third seam 
bowler and the prime spinner 
are open to debate. 

The policy of including Jack 
Russell to keep wicket, freeing 
Alec Stewart to open the 
batting, is a familiar reprise of 


a regularly abandoned theme. 
England will be a better, more 
settled team if it can be 
sustained through this tour. 

Arguably, they would also 
be more effective using two 
spin bowlers but the balance 
of the side and the length of 
the tail conspire against iL 
Tufnell deserves initial prefer¬ 
ence and there are sound 
reasons for employing Fraser 
behind Caddick and Headley 
in the seam attack. As Fraser 
himself is fond of saying, 
they know what they will get 
with me. 

The batting order is inspir- 


Strang shines- 


ing some unlikely theories, 
one of which is that Mark 
Butcher’s part-time seam 
bawling might gain him a 
place batting at No 3. This 
would seem to be looking at 
things from an obtuse angle 
and if Butcher is to be fa¬ 
voured it should be on the 
premise that, against this op¬ 
position. three openers are 
better often than two. 

Hussain and Thorpe are 
automatic choices and if the 
evidence of the practice 
ground means anything then 
Crawley, who has excelled, 
will also play. Ramprakash. 



Atherton: decisive 
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No 1304 


ACROSS 

I Totally unused (S3) 

7 Cover (with doth) (5) 

S A Franciscan monk (4.5) 

9 A spread: a nasty position 
P) 

10 Use voice; confess (4) 

11 Bad luck: its bringer (6) 

13 Hindu god, with Brahma. 
Shiva (6) 

14 Moderate :a maggot (6) 

17 Fruit in Chekhov's; Orchard 
( 6 ) 

is Animal: centre of target (4) 
20 Conflict (3) 

22 Of hairdressing (9) 

23 Requirements (5) 

24 1 lorribfo-looking: (US) thug 
(4-f) 


DOWN 

1 Counterfeit (5) 

2 Roman lake, underworld 
entrance: van user (anag.1 (7) 

3 A pudding: faulty (4) 

4 Magazine head (6) 

5 Concert-party instrument (5) 
fi Mound-building insect (7) 

7 Bed-clearing vessel (7) 

12 Puis inside (7) 

13 Watching (eg TV 1 ) (7) 

(S Driving round (7) 

! 6 Clifton Bridge designer (6) 
17 Pitiless (5) 

19 Sweet on stick: money 
(slang) (5) 

21 Dinner signal: award 
(slang! H) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1303 

ACROSS: I Credit 5 Gawain 8 Agog 9 Outstays 
10 Past is 12 Sark 15 Cook one’s goove 16 Text 17ToddIe 
19 Overhear 21 Whet 22 Geyser 23 Coyote 


DOWN: 2 Rigmarole 3 Dug 4 Thousand 5 Goth 
6 Withstood 7 Ivy 11 Take turns 13 Resilient M Esoteric 
IS Dear 20 Vie 21 Way 


THE^^TIMES BOOKSHOP 


NEW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE! 


Tfw Tim TVn Crnwwds fBod, The Tuner. Crarowmfc IBook a) Crynttr-LlVJ) 

The Times Jumb] CrtB*»crds Rrafc J is ji jihbt in Tala-, ration hr pm E4 tRRPM.W) 

wruk aippltc, Uu Inrrfn Ibc Times BorAsInp.. 

TfwTiiwsCfcmpuliTCrnssTOrtfcnnveKiiH) bccnfcrul, nnlh lire ddnery. using min 


airy mbs hooks from The Tims &v£..tnjp 

Tn mfcr simply call Cfflfl 134 *» lev trail cm! onfcrs or [nr furl her details, lfpnytnp by 
’■hoiur/fOli! nLasc puke livable hi New* Bufe/CnnswDnlH and send to The Tunes 


■.■hcW/rOw puke puvabb hi News Bufe/Crmswunh and send ... 

UuiLhrtp. PI) Bos MS, Falmnuih.'TSll 2TX Delivery m 10-H days and subject 10 arailabibiy 


another candidate for No 3, 
will contest the final place with 
Hollioake if Butcher is chosen. 
"We have a lot of options." 
Atherton said. "It’S for us to 
get the balance right 

"It has been a strange build¬ 
up, going so long without 
cricket, and the shape of die 
itinerary means we must build 
our confidence early. You have 
to consider we have not played 
since September, so unless 
•someone shows great form 
and rhythm in the first match, 
most will be playing two 
before the Test" 

Atherton is familiar with 
Jarrett Park, Lancashire hav¬ 
ing played there on pre-season 
tours, but he will see a 
changed ground. The first 
fixture against an internation¬ 
al touring team here for 12 
years is also the first match 
since an expensive relaying 
programme of the kind being 
undertaken alarmingly late in 
Antigua. 

(n the Caribbean nothing is 
straightforward and the Mon¬ 
tego Bay project has fallen foul 
of local politics. The officers of 
two cricket association refus¬ 
ing to work with each other. It 
is for this reason that Steve 
Bucknor. the Test umpire, has 
been recruited as a ground 
consultant Bucknor warned 
yesterday that there would be 
moisture in the pitch and an 
uneven outfield, hardly the 
stuff to fill England with 
confidence. 

As protests and arrests in 
Guyana continue to cloud 
England's horizons, and as the 
Jamaican Government rein¬ 
troduce hanging to deter the 
violence in urban Kingston, 
most of the touring players 
experienced a different, more 
serene, side of the region 
yesterday. 

The drive north took them 
through the stunning Blue 
Mountains and along the 
coast past the former homes of 
Noel Coward and Ian Flem¬ 
ing. At Firefly, the heritage 
property where Coward is 
buried, his recording of Mad 
Dogs and Englishmen floated 
symbolically across the cliff- 
top lawns. An anthem for this 
long awaited day. 


Heve 






Andreas Sdtiffcrer launches him¬ 
self from the mountain top in 
practice for the World Cop down¬ 
hill races at Wen gen, Switzerland, 
today and tomorrow. Schifferer, 


Cram Austria, has won two of Ok 
four downhills this season and 
shortened the odds on repeating 
his success with the fastest time in 
the final training run yesterday. 


Kristian Ghetfina, of Italy, tire season, was second, followed by 
winner of the opening downhill Kjetfl Andre Aamodt, of Norway, 
race in Beaver Greek, Colorado, Two more Asatrians, Hannes 
and the only skier to challenge the Trinkl and Christian Greber. were 
dominance of the Austrians this fourth and fifth. 


bab\ 


Unsettled Asprilla shown the door 


By. David Mad dock 


AFTER what appears to have 
been a deliberate campaign of 
agitation to win his release 
from . Newcastle United. 
Faustino Asprilla flew io Italy 
last night to prepare today for 
talks with Parma. 

The Colombia forward will 
rejoin — for a fee in the region 
of £6 million — the dub that 
sold him to Newcastle two 
years ago, if he passes a 
medical examination this af¬ 
ternoon. Although that is 
hardly a foregone conclusion, 
given a recent hernia opera¬ 
tion. it seems that Newcastle 
must now begin the search for 
a replacement 

Already, several names 
have ban mentioned, the 
most likely of which is Patrick 
Kluivert but Kenny Dalglish, 
the Newcastle manager, will 


have to be assured that the the 
Holland international for¬ 
ward is not simply a similar 
bundle of trouble to Asprilla. 

Kluivert 21. only joined AC 
Milan in the summer, on a 
free transfer, but has fallen out 
with, the dub and its support¬ 
ers, and has been touted 
around Europe for a fee in the 
region of E5 million as the 
Italians desperately lode to 
unload him. 

Dalglish is wary of such a 
situation, because Asprilla 
arrived at St James' Park with 
a similar reuptation, and fully 
justified it it appears. 
Dalglish pulled no punches 
yesterday as he explained the 
reasons for the departure of 
the player to Parma. 

Asprilla. it transpires, has 
been asking for a move on an 
almost daily baas after he 
learnt of interest from his old 


dub a month ago. He has also 
foiled to report for training 
and for treatment an occa¬ 
sions, and even looked unin¬ 
terested during matches. 

"1 can't accept that sort of 
behaviour, it’s not fair to the 
rest of the players," Dalglish 
said. “Ttno was very popular 


f x. 


Asprilla: keen to move 


in the dressing-room until 
recently, but that sort of thing 
ran cause unrest. 

“1 had to act If he is 
unsettled we cant keep him 
because wr had to get the best 
out of him. We thought he was 
happy and-if-we had known 
any different we would never 
have let Les Ferdinand go." 

Dalglish has also inquired 
about Robbie Fowler, the 
Liverpool forward who is ne¬ 
gotiating a new" contract, but 
he has no chanceof prising the 
England forward away tram 
Anfield. More reasonable tar¬ 
gets would be Luis Olivera, 28, 
the Belgium international who 
plays for Fiorentina, and Ga¬ 
briel B atis tut a, his team-mate 
in Italy. . 

Dalglish admitted that he * 
has encountered problems in 
finding a replacement for 
Asprilla. “We have got plenty 


of money, but either we cant 
find die player we want, or. 
when we do find them, we 
cant get his dub to let him 
go." he said. “It'S a deal that 
makes us p ro sperous, but I 
would rather have lino than 
tiie money. - 

There was some good news 
lor Dalglish yesterday, when 
he signed David Terrier, the 
Metz defender, on loan until 
the end of the season. 
could be with us much long%/ 
er," Dalglish said. 

Elsewhere, Coventry City 
have accepted an offer of £4 
million. Relieved to be from 
Middlesbrough, for Dion 
Dublin, and have given the 
forward permission to speak 
to the dub. Leicester City have 
also made an offer. 
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Bath arrange disciplinary Navigator 
hearing in biting row SisSd 


BATH will hold their awn 
disciplinary hearing next 
Tuesday, possibly in the pres¬ 
ence of a circuit judge, in an 
attempt to reach a definite 
verdict on the ear-biting inci¬ 
dent which has marred rugby 
union's face tins week. They 
will do so against a back¬ 
ground of contrary opinions 
which will only grow in quan¬ 
tity until the affair is resolved. 

London Scottish, whose 
flanker, Simon Fenn, suffered 
the injury during the Tetley’s 
Bitter Cup game last Satur¬ 
day, were outraged yesterday 
by the suggestion that thie 
damage might not have been 
caused by a bite. They were 
bitterly critical of Philip Bliss. 
Bath's honorary surgeon for 
the past 17 years, for his 
comments when he was not on 
duty at the Recreation 
Ground. 

They anticipate an immedi¬ 
ate apology from Bliss. “We 
have evidence that dearly 
shows the cause oF the injury 
... It was a bite," Richard 
Yerbury. the club's chief exec¬ 
utive. said. "It was not a rugby 
boot Anyone who watched the 
game or who has seen a video 
of the incident will recognise 
tliat it would have taken the 
art of a contortionist with 
stiletto studs for a boot to have 
caused Simon’s injury. We 


By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 


have no doubt that it was a 
bite that caused the damage 
and attempts to claim other¬ 
wise are starting to seem like a 

smokescreen." 

The Rugby Football Union 
(RFU) experts to hear from 
Bath this morning what evi¬ 
dence they have collected since 
Monday, when Bath’s front 
row was formally cited by 
London Scottish. Since then 
the Exiles have dropped any 
accusation against Victor 
Ubogu but the citing stands 
against Federico M£ndez. the 


ous bodily harm. George 
Crawford, a former senior 
police officer and leading rug¬ 
by referee, who is now a 
consultant on sports safety, 
contends that an in-depth 
investigation by the local CID 
could have swiftly established 
the culprit "As it is, all 
forensic evidence has been lost 
and we are now down to eye¬ 
witness accounts which, as we 


all know, can be very inaccu¬ 
rate indeed." he said. “Few 


Argentina hooker, and Kevin 
Yates, the loose-head prop 
who was suspended by Bast 
on Tuesday pending the out- 
crane of their inquiry. 

The RFU has tried to huny 
matters along by reducing to 
three days the usual ten-day 
period granted for the gather¬ 
ing of evidence in citing cases. 

There has been criticism of 
police on duty for not stepping 
in to evaluate the evidence 
immediately it was known 
that a player had been bitten, 
which could constitute griev- 


courts would want to convict 
in such a case without forensic 
evidence and a number of 
players might have to carry 
die mark of Cain for many 
years to come if the rugby- 
authority investigation fails to 
identify a culprit" 

Bath have distanced them¬ 
selves from remarks made by 
Bliss which suggested there 
was no evidence of a bite. 
“They were made in a person¬ 
al capacity and not as an 
officer or employee of the 
dub," a statement said. “The 
dub neither requested nor 
encouraged any statement to 
be made by Mr Bliss. Any 
medical evidence requested by 
the dub during its investiga¬ 
tion has ban sought from 
either the duty doctor, Cled 
Jones, or London Scottish and 
will not be used without 1 
Simon Fern’s consent." 


LAWRIE SMITH, skipper of 
Silk Cut. which is in seventh 
place in the Whitbread Round 
the World Race: is expected to 
announce the dismissal of 
Steve Hayles. his young navi¬ 
gator. according to informed 
sources in Auckland (Edward 
Gorman writes). He will be 
replaced by Vincent Geake, as 
pressure builds on Smith for 
an improvement 

After four legs. Silk Cut is 
already 114 points behind EF 
Language, the race leader 
skippered by Paul Cayard. 
having amassed two fourth < 
places in legs one and two, i 
then a seventh and sixth. An ( 
overall race win remains pos¬ 
sible but Smith has recog¬ 
nised that he has an uphill 
struggle on his hands just to 
secure a podium finish in 
Southampton in May. 

Hayles is regarded by 
many as too young and inex¬ 
perienced. at the age of 24, to 
take die pressure of foe key 
job on what has become the 
most high-profile project in 
British sailing. 

Smith’s derision to replace 
him follows a series of wrong 
corns by Silk Cut, when she 
seemed to get caught on the 
wrong ride of the course and 
also then found no way back, 
as EF Language has been able 
to do. 


Laser correction 
for Short-sight 
& Asti g matism 
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Using the most advanced lasers, our specialist 
doctors can permanently treat short-sight and 
astigmatism. After a thorough eye examination and 
consultation you are given between 15 to 90 seconds 
laser treatment and you are able to go home shortly 
afterwards. Having performed over 36,000 
treatments since 1992, OPTIMAX has established itself 
as the largest provider of laser treatment in the UK 
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“I enjoy the new found 
confidence it has given me.” 


Football 


RETURN OF 
THE HERO 
Rob Hughes on 
.desperate tunes 
i for Newcastle 
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SAINT AND 
SINNER 
- Carlton Palmer 
talks to 
Other Hoft 
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